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1. The influence of social recovery capital and stress on the health and well-being of individuals recovering from
addiction.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2014,
vol./is. 74/8-A(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4209 (2014)

Author(s):

Hillios, Jacquelyn S

Institution:

Boston Coll., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Historically, recovery from addiction has been synonymous with sobriety and when a
person relapsed, all the gains they had made were erased. More recently efforts are
underway to redefine recovery as a multidimensional process of change characterized by
abstinence, improved health, citizenship, and actions taken by individuals to reach their
full potential. This study contributes to the evolution of a more holistic understanding of
recovery across the life course by utilizing four waves of data from the Pathways to
Long-Term Abstinence Study (N=355) to examine how social recovery capital, stress, and
individual contextual factors shape the physical health, mental health, and well-being of
individuals recovering from addiction. Results from growth curve analysis indicate that
the mental health and well-being of those recovering from addiction improve over time,
while their physical health declines. Evidence also confirms that the positive influences of
social recovery capital extend beyond sobriety to both directly and indirectly alter global
health trajectories. While findings presented here offer hope that life can get better in
some areas, they also raise significant concern over a long term pattern of declining
physical health and the negative effects of stress that persist during recovery. A person's
ability to sustain abstinence contributes to improvements in mental health and well-being,
but not to physical health, suggesting that the physical damage done while actively
abusing substances is significant and enduring. Finally, women recovering from addiction
were confirmed to suffer disproportionate physical and mental health disparities, adding
to the already substantial body of literature that suggests gender-specific prevention and
treatment interventions across disciplines are needed to keep girls from becoming addicts
and to better serve the unique needs of women who do. Given that social recovery capital
is able to simultaneously influence multiple domains of recovery, interventions targeting
enhancement of social recovery capital may prove particularly valuable in the effort to
help people recover from addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights
reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Addiction
*Life Span
*Social Behavior
*Stress
*Well Being
Individual Differences
Mental Health

Source:

PsycINFO

2. Reducing risk, producing selves: Drug use and identity in needle exchange.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2014,
vol./is. 74/8-A(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4209 (2014)

Author(s):

McLean, Katherine

Institution:

City U New York, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

"Harm reduction" refers to a drug policy paradigm that promotes measures intended to
reduce the negative consequences of illicit substance use within the context of legal
prohibition. Citing values such as pragmatism, flexibility, and humanism, harm reduction
"technologies" include needle exchange, methadone maintenance, and supervised
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injection - programs that defer the long-term goal of abstinence in favor of short-term
measures aiming at the amelioration of risk. Discourses of risk pervade harm reduction
programming, and indeed, the dangers of overdose, infection, and arrest faced by
injection drug users are real, and further, exacerbated by a national drug strategy that
emphasizes criminalization. However, this dissertation is less interested in the objective
nature of the risk(s) surrounding injection drug use, and instead focuses on the
construction of risk and risk subjects within harm reduction practice. By documenting the
"techniques of subjectivation" employed at one community-based needle exchange,
Bronx Harm Reduction, this project ultimately seeks to characterize harm reduction as
both a technology of domination, and a technology of the self, while describing the
identities forged therein (Foucault 1988). Drawing upon one year of participant
observation and in-depth interviews with program participants and staff, this study
contributes to an emerging body of critical social science research into harm reduction.
Where previous study have focused upon more "spectacular" methods of harm reduction,
like methadone maintenance, this research aims to explore a less controversial structural
intervention, needle exchange, which works upon users' bodies by first molding their
sense of self. It further endeavors to move beyond a binary of empowerment and control,
in problematizing the forms of agency that are generated within needle exchange. Where
harm reduction theory rests upon a construction of "clients" as autonomous and rational
subjects, Bronx Harm Reduction's rules, staff actions, and client experiences betrayed a
more complex reality. Ultimately, this dissertation asks: how empowering is an identity
that posits the individual as potentially dangerous to him or herself and others?
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Government Policy Making
*Harm Reduction
*Intravenous Drug Usage
Drug Abuse
Legal Processes

Source:

PsycINFO

3. Controlled, encouraged or adrift? sources of variation in adolescent substance use.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2014,
vol./is. 74/8-A(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4209 (2014)

Author(s):

Fidler, Tara Leah

Institution:

U Toronto, Canada

Language:

English

Abstract:

The frequent consumption of alcohol and cannabis by youth poses both concern and
ambivalence to society about the nature of the problem and how to respond. In the last
few decades, social science research has devoted considerable attention to substance use
among youth, making it an important issue to consider; however, controversy abounds
when considering where consumption patterns of youth fall on a continuum from normal
to deviant. Central to these debates is the social acceptability of the substances being
used, their legal status, the frequency with which they are consumed, and the particular
groups most often engaged in their use. Youth who consume alcohol are viewed with less
trepidation than those who consume cannabis. Moreover, those who use either substance
recreationally or experimentally are deemed to be more typical than those who have
escalated their use to more regular or frequent episodes. Finally, drug-using youth who
are embedded in conventional society are viewed more positively than those who occupy
the margins of society, such as those who are delinquent or homeless. To fully understand
the debate about the deviancy versus the normalcy of adolescent substance use, more
inclusive approaches that take into account structural, individual and situational
explanations are needed; however, existing studies fail to consider all of these influences.
Instead, there is debate about the dominance of each of these explanations. This
dissertation examines and tests these competing representations and explanations of
adolescent substance use by drawing on multiple sociological theories of deviance
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including control theories, differential association theory, routine activity approaches, and
drift theory. Using a combined sample of high school students and street youth, the
findings suggest that adolescent substance use is far too complex to be explained by only
one theory. Instead, explanations for the variations in substance use must take into
account both individual backgrounds and more immediate situational influences. Most
importantly, individual beliefs about substances are an important and often ignored aspect
of individual substance use patterns. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all
rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Adolescent Attitudes
*Alcohol Drinking Attitudes
*Drug Abuse
Cannabis
Drug Legalization

Source:

PsycINFO

4. Exploring the multiple meanings of drug addiction---drug discourses in mediation, rehabilitation and local youth
drug addicts.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2014,
vol./is. 74/8-A(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4209 (2014)

Author(s):

Tsen, Wai Sing

Institution:

The Chinese U Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Language:

English

Abstract:

For over 50 years, the major conception of drug addiction in Hong Kong media comes
from the imaginations of heroin addiction. Drug addicts are usually presented as
irresponsible for job and family, and they commit crimes to get money to buy drugs in
order to relieve serious withdrawal symptoms. However, in recent years, most youth
addicts use 'recreational drugs' like ketamine and ecstasy rather than heroin. The moral
and disease conceptions of drug addiction are not applicable in their drug-taking
experiences because many youth psychotropic drug addicts find no severe withdrawal and
tolerance symptom. The 'gap' between the conventional drug discourses and the
experience of youth drug users produces dissonance among addicts, drug rehabilitation
and preventive education. This study aims at figure out the existing meanings of drug
addiction in the mass media and drug rehabilitation. Firstly, a historical analysis on the
government anti-drug policy was conducted to figure out the relationship between social
policy and the moral and medical drug discourses. Secondly, textual analysis on 100
government anti-drug advertisements from 1978 to 2008 and discourse analysis on 26
local TV news documentaries about drug addiction from 1979 to 2009 were conducted to
examine the mediated drug discourses. Thirdly, a 14-month ethnographic research in a
Christianity drug rehabilitation camp (called the Christian New Being Fellowship) and a
10-month ethnographic research in a local drug rehabilitation-counseling center (called
Hong Kong Lutheran Social Service Cheer Centre) have been conducted to reveal the
current drug discourses consumed by the social workers and the youth drug addicts. From
the analysis on anti-drug TV advertisements and TV news documentaries, a "go through"
narrative is identified which encapsulates the moral and medical drug discourses. Such
narrative involves ex-addict as key subject who tells the "authentic" drug story of a
"prodigal son". It contributes to a mediated dominant "Prodigal Son Returns Home"
discourse that constitutes the 'prodigal son' identity of drug addicts. From the
ethnographic studies in drug rehabilitation organizations, it is found that the "go through"
narrative identified in media functions as an important discursive component for the
social workers and professional ex- to present the nature of drug addiction. "Prodigal Son
Returns Home" discourse could also be identified in drug rehabilitation, which morally
defines drug addiction as personal misconduct and lifestyle problem. However, youth
drug addicts adopt the 'prodigal son' identity to various extents. But such flexibility is
restricted to selecting discursive components of the only available "go through" narrative
under rehabilitation. This research makes theoretical contributions by identifying the
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factors in social, institutional and interactional dimensions that constitute the mediated
dominant discourse of deviant identity. Besides, this research shows some tactics of the
socially deviant in performing agency under the mediated dominant discourse, which
include: "Indifference", "Adoption", "Adaptation", and "Affirmation". Socially deviants
may favor their own personal identity and resist the mediated dominant discourse by
flexible narration of deviant behavior, which is restricted by the available discursive
components of the mediated dominant discourse. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014
APA, all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Addiction
*Imagination
*Mediation
*Rehabilitation

Source:

PsycINFO

5. "There is no manual to this mess": Parent-adolescent communication patterns, privacy management, and talks
about substance use.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2014,
vol./is. 74/8-A(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4209 (2014)

Author(s):

Ebersole, Diana Schroeder

Institution:

The Pennsylvania State U., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

This dissertation is the result of 85 in-depth, individual interviews with one parent and
one of their adolescent children from 40 families in central Pennsylvania and north
Florida. There were two primary aims: 1) to examine parent-adolescent discourse and
disclosures of expectations about adolescent substance use and 2) to explore the discourse
and disclosures of parental substance use. In the process of exploring these two topics of
discussion, this dissertation project specifically examined both the family communication
patterns and the specific conversational tactics (i.e., topic avoidance) that are situated
within broad family cultures and that influence parent-child communication about
substance use. Two theoretical perspectives guided this research: family communication
patterns (FCP) and communication privacy management (CPM). Patterns of family
communication help create a global family culture over time, and those experiences of
family culture are best understood in family members' own words. In addition, the
literature on motivations, topics, and consequences of topic avoidance in families was
reviewed for further understanding of boundary management processes and a possible
explanation for why effective prevention messages may not occur or may not successfully
deter adolescent substance use. This qualitative dissertation describes and explains how
family communication patterns and boundary management processes affect
intergenerational conversations about substance use in general, and communication and
perceptions of parental substance use in particular. The findings from the investigation
suggest that Pluralistic (high conversation/low conformity orientations) and Consensual
(high conversation/high conformity) families, as well as families in which the adolescent
perceives a Consensual environment and the parent perceives a Pluralistic one, engage in
a lot of open communication generally, within a structure of well-established and
mutually understood parental authority. These families did not engage in topic avoidance
of substance use per se; however, they demonstrated a spectrum of explicitness of
messages about drugs, as well as varying frequencies of talking about prevention of drug
use. Though none of these families identified a "one-shot drug talk" method of
communicating about drugs, some engaged in less frequent and less explicit
conversations about drug use than others, and many family members operated with an
implicit understanding of what was expected and acceptable when it comes to drug
experimentation and use. Family members in the Other category identified different
combinations of family communication patterns and demonstrated more emotional
disconnection and disparate perceptions of communication about substance use.
Regarding general family orientations toward privacy, the study involved families who
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were classified as open (high permeability) within the family system, but they showed
variability in the permeability of boundaries with individuals outside their families.
Privacy management within families was seen as normative, and parents and adolescents
shared similar perceptions of topics that were not completely openly discussed, such as
family finances, health matters, extended family conflict, marital issues, and adolescent
romantic relationships and friendships. Experimentation with drugs came up for a few
adolescents as a secret or topic of avoidance, but that was not the norm. Parental
substance use was common (e.g., alcohol consumption and [past] tobacco use), but
explicit communication about parental use was not. Parents perceived both more of their
own use and more communication about it than their adolescent children did, and children
seemed to communicate protective perceptions of their parents' substance use, even
though it was legal and usually moderate. The primary model for "drug talks" across
family communication patterns and family (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA,
all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Adolescent Attitudes
*Communication Skills
*Drug Abuse
*Family Conflict
*Parent Child Communication
Privacy

Source:

PsycINFO

6. Theories of the fantastic: Postmodernism, game theory, and modern physics.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2014,
vol./is. 74/8-A(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4209 (2014)

Author(s):

Pike, Karen

Institution:

U Toronto, Canada

Language:

English

Abstract:

This dissertation examines the fantastic mode of narrative as it appears in postmodern
texts in a variety of media including literature, television, and film. By analyzing the
kinds of changes which the fantastic mode has undergone in order to accommodate
postmodern concerns, this project attempts to answer both how and why the fantastic has
maintained its popularity and effectiveness. The first chapter seeks to define the fantastic
mode by tracing the history of its definition from the early twentieth century up until the
present. In doing so, it revisits the contributions of such analysts as Vax, Caillois,
Todorov, and Freud. The second chapter discusses the changes to conventions demanded
by postmodern discursive strategies, many of which include a back-and-forth movement
between equally valid interpretations of the text. A discussion of Armin Ayren's "Der
Brandstifter," a comparison of a recurring X-Files sub-plot to Bram Stoker's Dracula, and
an analysis of an intentionally self-reflexive episode of The X-Files demonstrate these
changes. The third chapter introduces game theory as a way of understanding the
back-and-forth movement typical of the fantastic mode. Hanns Heinz Ewers's "Die
Spinne" is used to illustrate the psychoanalytical aspect of this movement. The next
chapter compares and contrasts three vampire films, The Addiction, Lair of the White
Worm, and Nadja, in order to demonstrate how the degree to which this back-and-forth
movement is present is an indicator of how successfully the fantastic effect emerges. The
fifth chapter introduces modern physics as another mode for understanding the presence
of the fantastic mode in the postmodern era. The analysis of House of Leaves in the final
chapter illustrates how postmodern theory, game theory, and physics all work together to
explain the fantastic's effectiveness. This dissertation's aim is to explain how and why a
mode once defined as a specific nineteenth-century phenomenon keeps reinventing itself
and re-emerging to continue to frighten and entertain us. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2014 APA, all rights reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Game Theory
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*Physics
*Postmodernism
*Psychoanalytic Theory
Source:

PsycINFO

7. Release of endogenous cannabinoids from ventral tegmental area dopamine neurons and the modulation of
synaptic processes.

Citation:

Progress in Neuro-Psychopharmacology & Biological Psychiatry, February 2014(No
Pagination Specified), 0278-5846 (Feb 2, 2014)

Author(s):

Wang, Huikun; Lupica, Carl R

Abstract:

Endogenous cannabinoids play important roles in a variety of functions in the mammalian
brain, including the regulation reward-related information processing. The primary
mechanism through which this is achieved is the presynaptic modulation of synaptic
transmission. During reward- and reinforcement-related behavior dopamine levels
increase in forebrain areas and this has recently been shown to be modulated by the
endocannabinoid system. Therefore, understanding how endocannabinoids are mobilized
to modulate synaptic inputs impinging on midbrain dopamine neurons is crucial to a
complete understanding of the roles that these molecules play in reward behavior, drug
abuse and addiction. Here we summarize the literature describing short-term and
long-term regulation of afferent connections on dopamine neurons in the ventral
tegmental area via endocannabinoid activation of cannabinoid CB1 receptors, and
describe the mechanisms through which these molecules are released during
reward-based behavior and exposure to abused drugs. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO

8. New zealand youth and their relationships with mobile phone technology.

Citation:

International Journal of Mental Health and Addiction, March 2014(No Pagination
Specified), 1557-1874;1557-1882 (Mar 6, 2014)

Author(s):

Vacaru, M. A; Shepherd, R. M; Sheridan, J

Abstract:

This study aimed to qualitatively explore the relationship between young people and
mobile phones, with a specific focus on problematic use. Five focus groups were
undertaken, comprising 45 participants aged 13 to 18. Focus groups were audio recorded
and transcribed verbatim. The data were thematically analysed using a general inductive
approach. The analysis revealed five main themes, relating to the practicality of using a
mobile phone, socialisation via mobile phones, harm caused by use of mobile phone
technology, and the development of attachment and addiction to a mobile phone. The
findings suggested that young people recognise problematic behaviour in relation to
mobile phone use, and note that such behaviour is linked to physical, social and
psychological consequences. This study provides a platform for further inquiry into the
subject of problematic mobile phone use. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO

9. Explaining racial/ethnic differences in adolescent substance abuse treatment completion in the united states: A
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Abstract:

PURPOSE: To identify contributors to racial/ethnic differences in completion of alcohol
and marijuana treatment among adolescents at publicly funded providers. METHODS:
The 2007 Treatment Episode Data Set provided substance use history, treatment setting,
and treatment outcomes for youth aged 12-17 years from five racial/ethnic groups (N =
67,060). Individual-level records were linked to variables measuring the social context
and service system characteristics of the metropolitan area. We implemented nonlinear
regression decomposition to identify variables that explained minority-white differences.
RESULTS: Black and Hispanic youth were significantly less likely than whites to
complete treatment for both alcohol and marijuana. Completion rates were similar for
whites, Native Americans, and Asian-Americans, however. Differences in predictor
variables explained 12.7% of the black-white alcohol treatment gap and 7.6% of the
marijuana treatment gap. In contrast, predictors explained 57.4% of the Hispanic-white
alcohol treatment gap and 19.8% of the marijuana treatment gap. While differences in the
distribution of individual-level variables explained little of the completion gaps,
metropolitan-level variables substantially contributed to Hispanic-white gaps. For
example, racial/ethnic composition of the metropolitan area explained 41.0% of the
Hispanic-white alcohol completion gap and 23.2% of the marijuana completion gap.
Regional differences in addiction treatment financing (particularly use of Medicaid
funding) explained 13.7% of the Hispanic-white alcohol completion gap and 9.8% of the
Hispanic-white marijuana treatment completion gap. CONCLUSIONS: Factors related to
social context are likely to be important contributors to white-minority differences in
addiction treatment completion, particularly for Hispanic youth. Increased Medicaid
funding, coupled with culturally tailored services, could be particularly beneficial.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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10. The relationship between problematic internet entertainment use and problem solving skills among university
students.

Citation:

International Journal of Mental Health and Addiction, March 2014(No Pagination
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Author(s):
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Abstract:

The current study aimed to investigate the relationship between Internet addiction and
problem solving skills of university students. The study also examined the psychometric
properties of the Turkish version of Problematic Internet Entertainment Use Scale for
Adolescents, which centers on major Internet entertainments such as online video games
and social networking sites, specifically with regard to normative, reliability, and validity
information. Problem Solving Inventory was utilized in order to measure the problem
solving skills of students. Both instruments were administered to 371 students aged 17 to
36 years from different departments in Marmara University and Istanbul Technical
University (Istanbul, Turkey). This study showed that the Turkish version of the
Problematic Internet Entertainment Use Scale for Adolescents was a reliable and valid
instrument for measurement of maladaptive patterns in the use of online entertainments
such as OVG and SNS. The results revealed that there is a close relationship between
problematic internet entertainment use and Avoidant (r=443; p<.01) and Impulsive
problem solving styles (r=.402; p<.01) among university students. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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11. Awareness of risk factors for digital game addiction: Interviewing players and counselors.
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Author(s):
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Abstract:

The potential dangers of digital games for the development of game addiction among
their players are discussed in media as well as in scientific research. Research so far has
identified several potential risk factors among social settings, traits, and playing motives.
The present study provides first insights into the perceptions of risk factors by
(non-addicted) players (N=28) and by counselors (N=7). By conducting individual
interviews with both groups we found that players especially named social settings as the
most important influence on the development of problematic playing behaviour while
counselors focused more on further existing psychological problems. We argue that the
experience of both groups has to be taken into account to guide the development of
prevention and intervention programs. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Author(s):
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Abstract:

The growing use of mindfulness and contemplative methods in treating mental illness and
addiction has elicited interest in their relationship to the comprehensive Buddhist theory
and practices that underlie them. This article discusses traditional Buddhist
meta-theoretical assumptions regarding ontology and epistemology, along with its
perspectives on the self, human functioning, dissatisfaction and dysfunction, and the
relationship to mindfulness human well-being. It then describes contemporary elaboration
of the concepts of mindfulness and psychological well-being by Buddhist-oriented
practitioners and provides examples of therapeutic methods that incorporate these views
and techniques. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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13. Narrative therapy for treating video game addiction.
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Author(s):

Graham, Joseph

Abstract:

Video game addiction is increasingly prevalent and treatment modalities have ignored the
unique aspects of this particular process addiction. This article reviews the construct of
video game addiction and posits utilizing narrative therapy in a manner tailored to the
video game culture. By focusing upon the skills inherent in being a successful gamer,
clients can translate those skills from online to offline and make substantial changes in
their lives. Also, an appendix with commonly used terms in the video game culture is
provided. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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14. Extended release naltrexone injection is performed in the majority of opioid dependent patients receiving
outpatient induction: A very low dose naltrexone and buprenorphine open label trial.
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Author(s):
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Abstract:

BACKGROUND: The approval of extended release injectable naltrexone (XR-NTX;
Vivitrol) has introduced a new option for treating opioid addiction, but studies are needed
to identify its place within the spectrum of available therapies. The absence of
physiological opioid dependence is a necessary and challenging first step for starting
XR-NTX. Outpatient detoxification gives poor results and inpatient detoxification is
either unavailable or too brief for the physiological effects of opioids to resolve. Here we
present findings from an open label study that tested whether the transition from opioid
addiction to XR-NTX can be safely and effectively performed in an outpatient setting
using very low dose naltrexone and buprenorphine. METHODS: Twenty treatment
seeking opioid addicted individuals were given increasing doses of naltrexone starting at
0.25mg with decreasing doses of buprenorphine starting at 4mg during a 7-day outpatient
XR-NTX induction procedure. Withdrawal discomfort, craving, drug use, and adverse
events were assessed daily until the XR-NTX injection, then weekly over the next month.
RESULTS: Fourteen of the 20 participants received XR-NTX and 13 completed weekly
assessments. Withdrawal, craving, and opioid or other drug use were significantly lower
during induction and after XR-NTX administration compared with baseline, and no
serious adverse events were recorded. CONCLUSIONS: Outpatient transition to
XR-NTX combining upward titration of very low dose naltrexone with downward
titration of low dose buprenorphine was safe, well tolerated, and completed by most
participants. Further studies with larger numbers of subjects are needed to see if this
approach is useful for naltrexone induction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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15. Using latent class analysis to identify participant typologies in a drug treatment court.
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Abstract:

BACKGROUND: Drug treatment courts serve a diverse population of adults. While all
have engaged in criminal activities and have substance abuse problems, participants vary
in the intensity of their problems as well as related concerns in other domains of
functioning which also may require intervention. The purpose of this study was to
identify differences among participants, which could have implications for the
effectiveness of drug treatment courts. METHODS: Latent class analysis (LCA) was used
to identify subgroups from a sample of over 1000 adults attending two drug treatment
courts in central California. Indicators measuring substance abuse, motivation for
treatment, mental health concerns, education, employment, medical concerns, social
supports, and demographic characteristics were obtained from the Addiction Severity
Index while measures of prior criminal activity and treatment outcomes were obtained
from probation; all were entered into the LCA. RESULTS: The LCA yielded three
groups, which were labeled a Psychological Problems group, an Early Delinquent group,
and a Subthreshold Need group. Significant differences in graduation and recidivism rates
were found across these groups, with the Early Delinquent group demonstrating the
poorest outcomes. CONCLUSIONS: This study provides evidence that there are
significant differences among subgroups of drug treatment court participants. Implications
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for alternate treatment approaches based on participant characteristics are discussed.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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16. Psychometric properties of the revised chen internet addiction scale (cias-r) in chinese adolescents.
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Abstract:

The Revised Chen Internet Addiction Scale (CIAS-R) was developed to assess Internet
addiction in Chinese populations, but its psychometric properties in adolescents have not
been examined. This study aimed to evaluate the factor structure and psychometric
properties of CIAS-R in Hong Kong Chinese adolescents. 860 Grade 7 to 13 students (38
% boys) completed the CIAS-R, the Young's Internet Addiction Test (IAT), and the
Health of the Nation Outcome Scales for Children and Adolescents (HoNOSCA) in a
survey. The prevalence of Internet addiction as assessed by CIAS-R was 18 %. High
internal consistency and inter-item correlations were reported for the CIAS-R. Results
from the confirmatory factor analysis suggested a four-factor structure of Compulsive Use
and Withdrawal, Tolerance, Interpersonal and Health-related Problems, and Time
Management Problems. Moreover, results of hierarchical multiple regression supported
the incremental validity of the CIAS-R to predict mental health outcomes beyond the
effects of demographic differences and self-reported time spent online. The CIAS is a
reliable and valid measure of internet addiction problems in Hong Kong adolescents.
Future study is warranted to validate the cutoffs of the CIAS-R for identification of
adolescents with Internet use problems who may have mental health needs. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Language:

English

Abstract:

Sobriety checkpoints are not usually randomly located by traffic authorities. As such,
information provided by non-random alcohol tests cannot be used to infer the
characteristics of the general driving population. In this paper a case study is presented in
which the prevalence of alcohol-impaired driving is estimated for the general population
of drivers. A stratified probabilistic sample was designed to represent vehicles circulating
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in non-urban areas of Catalonia (Spain), a region characterized by its complex
transportation network and dense traffic around the metropolis of Barcelona. Random
breath alcohol concentration tests were performed during spring 2012 on 7596 drivers.
The estimated prevalence of alcohol-impaired drivers was 1.29%, which is roughly a third
of the rate obtained in non-random tests. Higher rates were found on weekends (1.90% on
Saturdays and 4.29% on Sundays) and especially at night. The rate is higher for men
(1.45%) than for women (0.64%) and it shows an increasing pattern with age. In vehicles
with two occupants, the proportion of alcohol-impaired drivers is estimated at 2.62%, but
when the driver was alone the rate drops to 0.84%, which might reflect the socialization
of drinking habits. The results are compared with outcomes in previous surveys, showing
a decreasing trend in the prevalence of alcohol-impaired drivers over time. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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18. Alcohol consumption, helmet use and head trauma in cycling collisions in Germany.
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Language:
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Abstract:

Cycling, being easy, inexpensive and healthy, is becoming one of the most popular means
of transport. Cyclists, however, are among the most vulnerable road users in traffic
collisions. The aims of this study were to establish which cyclist and cycling accident
characteristics are associated with alcohol consumption and helmet use in Germany and
to identify risk factors related to head trauma sustained in cycling accidents. The source
used for the present analysis was the database of the German in-depth accident study
(GIDAS). All cyclists who had been involved in a road accident between 2000 and 2010
and submitted to an alcohol test were selected. Logistic regression analyses were carried
out to evaluate various aspects: alcohol consumption, helmet use, head trauma, and
cyclist/accident characteristics. Female riders were less likely to have consumed alcohol
(OR = 0.23, 95% CI: 0.08-0.66); cyclists who did not wear a helmet were more likely to
have consumed alcohol (OR = 2.41, 95% CI: 1.08-5.38); cyclists who were not
responsible for the collision were less likely to have consumed alcohol than those who
were partially responsible for the accident (OR = 0.22, 95% CI: 0.08-0.61). Cyclists
involved in collisions with another vehicle, motorised or not, had a lower risk of suffering
a head injury compared with those involved in single-vehicle accidents (OR = 0.27, 95%
CI: 0.12-0.62, and OR = 0.08, 95% CI: 0.03-0.22, respectively). The prevention or
limiting of alcohol consumption among cyclists and the corresponding testing of cyclists
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must be improved. Training initiatives on helmet protection should be encouraged.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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19. Psychological treatment in substance use disorders: Focus for the future.
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Abstract:

Background: Cognitive behavioural therapy and motivational interviewing are
evidence-based treatments for substance use disorders (SUDs). However, treatment for
SUDs is still at an early stage and patients are being deprived of many new forms of
treatment from which they could benefit. Low treatment compliance and limited
treatment success are also problems that need attention. Aim: To find out from the
literature how these problems can be or are being tackled and to formulate suggestions for
improvements. Method: We reviewed the literature, collecting and formulating
suggestions about possible improvements in the treatment of SUD patients. We mention
strategies to reduce the treatment gap, to improve treatment compliance and treatment
results. Results: According to the literature, clinics and hospital wards can introduce more
structured screening for substance use disorders. Internet treatment has proven to lower
the threshold for treatment. Patients reluctant to begin treatment can be motivated by their
loved ones (via CRAFT) to join treatment programmes. E-health is a promising technique
for enhancing patients' compliance with tasks that can be performed at home. The
addition of contingency management can increase treatment compliance and encourage
abstinence. Furthermore, the treatment of comorbid psychiatric disorders and the
provision of continuing-care are strategies that are likely to optimise treatment results.
Conclusion: A number of viable strategies are available or are being developed for
improving the treatment of SUD patients. Dutch research has made an important
contribution in this area. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Effect-sizes of pharmacological treatments for addictive disorders are
limited and a substantial number of patients do not derive any benefit from these
treatments. Aim: To develop strategies that will enhance the effectivity of
pharmacotherapy in the future. Method: We reviewed the literature using a model of
staging and profiling which matches pharmacological interventions to specific stages of
addiction. Results: Pharmacological interventions can be tailored to the specific stage of
the disease. In the early stages of a disease, pharmacotherapy can be directed towards
reducing impulsivity, craving and compulsive behaviour and controlling substance abuse.
In later stages the aim is to reduce negative effects, craving and compulsive behaviour
and bring the patient to the stage of total abstinence. Furthermore, if therapists opt for
pharmacotherapy they must take specific characteristics of the patient into consideration.
Currently, phenotypical (clinical) characteristics do not provide a firm enough basis for
pharmacological interventions. Endophenotypical or genetic characteristics seem to be
very promising. However, most findings still need to be replicated and validated.
Conclusion: The era of truly personalised medication for addiction has not yet arrived, but
there are some very promising developments. In the short term, the prospects for
pharmacogenetics seem to be the most favourable. A model of staging and profiling can
provide a valuable framework for new developments in pharmacotherapy. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Smokers vary in their genetic susceptibility to become addicted to smoking
and probably also in their reaction to smoking cessation pharmacotherapies. Aim: To
provide an overview of the developments on the pharmacogenetics of the treatment of
tobacco addiction. Method: Review article describing the biological processes associated
with tobacco addiction, and the influence of genetic variants on smoking behavior and the
efficacy of smoking cessation therapies. Results: Several (combinations of) genetic
variants in smoking-related genes influence nicotine dependence. Moreover, several
genetic variants in smoking- and treatment-related genes seem to influence the efficacy of
smoking cessation therapies which are distinctive for the different forms of
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pharmacotherapy, especially when they have a different mechanism-of-action.
Conclusion: Much progress has been made in unraveling the (pharmaco)genetics of
tobacco addiction, but much still remains to be done before genetically tailored smoking
cessation therapy can be implemented in clinical practice. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Relapse in alcohol dependence affects more than 50% of all
alcohol-dependent patients. Diminished impulse control may perhaps provoke these high
relapse rates and may therefore be a mechanism that can be targeted for treatment. Aim:
To explain and discuss the findings of a clinical trial which assessed the effectiveness of
modafinil, a cognitive enhancer, when used to treat relapse and increase impulse control
in alcohol-dependent patients. Method: A randomised double-blind placebo-controlled
study was conducted in 83 alcohol-dependent patients who were treated during 10 weeks
with modafinil (300 mg/day) or placebo. Results: Treatment with modafinil reduced
alcohol use, but only in patients with reduced baseline impulse control (neurocognitive
measure: response inhibition). Modafinil did not reduce alcohol use in alcohol-dependent
patients with optimum baseline impulse control. Conclusion: Modafinil reduces relapse in
alcohol-dependent patients with poor response inhibition. However, it is essential that
relevant subtypes be identified if personalised treatment methods are to be developed.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: So far, little is known about the comorbidity of substance use disorders
(SUD) and autism spectrum disorders (ASD). Aim: To increase our knowledge of SUD in
ASD patients by means of a broad explorative study. Method: In a cross-sectional study
70 patients with ASD were compared with 53 patients with ADHD. Both groups included
some patients with SUD and without SUD. Comparisons were drawn at three different
levels: phenotype, endophenotype and genotype. Results: At the phenotypical level, risk
factors for SUD were similar for ASD and ADHD (early onset smoking, adverse family
history, parental addiction). The subgroup ASD-with-SUD reported better social
orientation than the subgroup ASD -without - SUD, in spite of having impaired
functioning at the phenotypical level and more cognitive problems at the
endophenotypical level. At the genetic level, ASD could be differentiated from ADHD on
the basis of three candidate genes, but this differentiation was irrespective of SUD status.
Conclusion: SUD occur less frequently with ASD than with ADHD, but when they occur,
they are just as severe. These results have implications for treatment. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: The use of cannabis has been linked to an increased risk for psychosis,
irrespective of confounding factors such as age, gender, use of other drugs and reverse
causality. Over the last few years a great deal of research has been done to broaden our
understanding of the underlying mechanisms of this link. Aim: To update studies that
have examined the link between cannabis use and psychosis and that have investigated
the possible mechanisms underlying this link. Method: This article discusses recent
epidemiological and experimental research that sheds light on the nature of the link and
the influence of interactions between genes and environment. Results: The long-term
effects of cannabis on the risk factors for psychosis and psychotic disorders are influenced
to a large extent by genetic and environmental factors. Furthermore, patients with a
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psychotic disorder seem to be extremely vulnerable to the acute effects of cannabis.
Conclusion: Studies show that cannabis use is an important risk factor for psychosis and
psychotic disorders. So far, however, less research has been done into the effects of
cannabis use on patients already suffering from a psychotic disorder. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: ADHD is an important risk factor for the development of substance use
disorders (SUD). Aim: To provide an overview of recent Dutch research into the
prevalence of ADHD in SUD populations and the neurobiological substrate of the
reduced effect of pharmacological treatment of this patient group. Method: We describe
three studies: a meta-analysis and meta-regression analysis of the prevalence of ADHD in
6689 SUD patients; a cross-sectional study of the prevalence of ADHD and several other
psychiatric disorders in 193 methadon maintenance patients, and finally a study in which
the availability and occupation of dopamine transporters before and after methylphenidate
treatment were measured using SPECT scans in 24 ADHD patients with and without
cocaine addiction. Results: The prevalence of ADHD in SUD patients is estimated to be
23.1% (95% confidence interval 19.4-27.2). This prevalence is influenced by the
diagnostic instrument for ADHD and by the substance of abuse: cocaine is associated
with a lower ADHD prevalence than other substances. The prevalence found among
methadone maintenance patients was similar, namely 24.9%; additional comorbid
psychiatric disorders were also frequently present. In the imaging study, lower availability
of dopamine transporters and lower occupation by methylphenidate were found in
cocaine-dependent ADHD patients than in ADHD patients without SUD. Conclusion:
These studies confirm the high prevalence of ADHD in SUD patients, and provide a
possible explanation for the reduced efficacy of methylphenidate in this patient
population. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Hereditary factors account for approximately 50% of the risk of developing
alcohol dependence. Genes that affect the dopamine function in the brain have been
extensively studied as candidate genes. Aim: To present the results of recent Dutch
studies on the interaction between genes and their environment in relation to dopamine
function and excessive alcohol use. Method: Two large scale research projects were
recently carried out in order to study the relation between dopamine genes and excessive
alcohol use in the Netherlands. The first study investigated excessive alcohol use among
adolescents. The second studied alcohol dependence among adult males. Results: Genes
that affect the dopamine function in the brain were not directly linked to excessive alcohol
use or dependence. Dopamine genes, however, do influence sensitivity to environmental
risk factors for excessive alcohol use. Conclusion: These studies show that genetically
determined dopamine function increases the risk of excessive alcohol use in the context of
an adverse environment. Traumatic experiences and parenting style were both shown to
be important environmental factors. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: In recent years several neuromodulation techniques have been introduced as
interventions for addiction. Aim: To review and discuss studies that have investigated the
effects of treating addiction by means of electroencephalography (EEG) neurofeedback,
real-time functional magnetic resonance imaging (rt-fMRI) neurofeedback, transcranial
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magnetic stimulation/transcranial direct current stimulation (TMS/tDCS) and deep brain
stimulation (DBS). Method: We reviewed the literature, focusing on Dutch studies in
particular. Results: Studies using EEG neurofeedback were shown to have positive effects
on drug use, treatment compliance, and cue reactivity in patients with cocaine and alcohol
dependence. A pilot study investigating the effects of rt-fMRI neurofeedback on nicotine
dependent patients showed that modulation of the anterior cingulate cortex can decrease
smokers' craving for nicotine. In several studies decreased craving was found in alcohol
dependent patients after TMS or tDCS stimulation of the anterior cingulate cortex or the
dorsolateral prefrontal cortex. The first DBS pilot studies suggest that the nucleus
accumbens is a promising target region for the treatment of alcohol and heroin
dependence. Conclusion: Neuromodulation provides us with a unique opportunity to
directly apply neuroscientific knowledge to the treatment of addiction. However, more
research is needed to ensure the efficacy, safety and feasibility of the various
neuromodulation techniques that are now available. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Motivational processes play an important role in addictive behaviours.
Craving is mainly an explicit or conscious process that can motivate individuals to
continue alcohol, take drugs or smoke cigarettes. Craving also plays a role in relapse;
self-reported craving has often been associated with relapse. However, craving cannot
explain all addictive behaviours. In addition to craving, implicit cognitive processes play
an important part in motivating individuals to become involved in substance use. Aim: To
describe some of these implicit cognitive processes, namely the role of salience, attention
bias, automatic memory associations and action tendencies. Method: A description is
given of recent research results and the implications of these implicit processes for
clinical practice. Results: Oversensitive/hypersensitive motivational processes and a lack
of control over these processes both play an important role in addiction. This can be
expressed by an uncontrollable urge to inject the drug or substance again, in spite of the
fact that it is unwise for the person in question to do so. Recent research has shown that
there are various very promising methods for dealing with these two problems
(oversensitive/hypersensitive motivational processes and a lack of control over these
processes), either separately or together. The methods involve behavioural training
programmes, medication and neural stimulation. Conclusion: The research results are
very promising, but more research is needed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Impulsivity is a hallmark of addiction and predicts treatment response and
relapse. Impulsivity is, however, a complex construct. Translational cross-species
research is needed to give us greater insight into the neurobiology and the role of
impulsivity in addiction and to help with the development of new treatment strategies for
improving patients' impulse control. Aim: To review recent evidence concerning the
concept of impulsivity and the role of impulsivity in addiction. Method: The concept and
neurobiology of impulsivity are reviewed from a translational perspective. The role of
impulsivity in addiction and implications for treatment are discussed. Results: Our recent
translational cross-species study indicates that impulsivity is made up of several, separate
independent features with partly distinct underlying neurobiological substrates. There are
also indications that these features make a unique and independent contribution to
separate stages of the addiction cycle. Conclusion: In addition, the improvement of
impulse control is a promising new target area for treatments that could lead to better
results. However, those involved in developing new treatment strategies will have to take
into account the complexity and multidimensional character of impulsivity. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Aim: This paper show some key aspects of the treatment, in a public center of the
Community of Madrid, of a subject with polydrug addiction with important impulsive
behaviors. Method: The intervention realized belongs to the behavioral paradigm, using
typical tools of the third wave of behavior therapy. In this sense, the therapeutic
relationship was used as the context to apply contingencies that alter the functional
problematic relations. In the intervention was also used role-playing, exposures to
circumstances where the patient was trying to implement alternative responses, and
instructions to the educators of the treatment flat where he lived. All this psychological
intervention was realized in the frame of a multidisciplinary approach, where the social
worker and the doctor had an important role. Results: This intervention allowed the
significant recovery of the patient in his vital important areas, and the achievement of
therapeutic goals. Discussion: This work tries to show the usefulness, for the treatment of
the acting-out, of the behavioral technology, and the different objectives with respect to
other therapeutic approaches. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Previous studies indicate that morphine dependent and withdrawal from
chronic opiates enhanced anxiety-related behaviours in novel and stressful conditions in
rats. Recent studies have shown that exposure to a stressor generates a wide variety of
adaptive responses, while enhancing abilities to adopt with the stressor. Therefore, the
aim of this study was to examine the effect of chronic restraint stress and acute water
immersion (WI) stress on the anxiety profile in morphine-dependent rats. Methods: Thirty
two rats were injected with twice daily doses (10 mg/kg, subcutaneous, at 12 hour
intervals) of morphine over a period of 10 days in the presence or absence chronic
restraint stress (1 hour/day). On day 11, two hour after morphine injection, anxiety-like
behaviours were tested in the elevated plus-maze model in the presence or absence acute
water immersion stress. Rats were divided into four groups: dependent- No restraint stress
(D/NRS), dependent- restraint stress (D/RS), dependent- restraint stress+ water
immersion stress (D/RS+WI), dependent- water immersion stress (D/WI). Results:
Finding have shown that D/RS+WI rats exhibited an increase in the elevated plus-maze
open arm entries and time as compared with the control groups (P = 0.018 and P = 0.037,
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respectively). Also, this measure was significantly lower in the WI rats than the D/RS+WI
rats (P = 0.049 and P = 0.031, respectively). Conclusion: Our findings indicate that
chronic restraint stress followed by acute water immersion stress decreases the severity of
the anxiogenic-like behaviours in morphine dependent rats; thus it may have a therapeutic
application in the treatment of the associated disorders in addiction. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Quetiapine is a second-generation antipsychotic, which is commonly used in clinical
practice for treatment of schizophrenia, acute mania and depressive episodes as well as
maintenance therapy in bipolar disorders. It is also used for other psychotic disorders and
popularly for non-psychotic symptoms such as anxiety and insomnia. Quetiapine is not a
controlled substance and not considered to be an addictive substance. However, contrary
to this there have been few case reports world wide of its abuse. Here we are reporting a
case-series of quetiapine addiction noted among patients attending the outpatient
department of a tertiary care psychiatry hospital. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Among the numerous forms of comorbid mental health and substance use disorders,
co-morbidity between alcohol use disorders (AUD) and depression has received
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considerable attention. AUDs and depression co-occur at levels greater than expected by
chance in clinical and epidemiological samples. Studies suggest that about 80% of
patients with AUD experience depressive symptoms at some stage in their lives including
30% or more who describe significant depression which lasts for weeks and which meets
criteria for a major depressive episode. Several hypotheses have been proposed to explain
why the two disorders co-occur in individuals at higher than expected rates. There is also
emerging evidence to suggest that pharmacological treatment of depressive
symptomatology as an adjunct to treatment for alcohol dependence may be effective not
only in treating depression but also in reducing alcohol consumption and alcohol related
harm. This review explores the literature on the epidemiology, etiology and management
of depression and co-morbid AUD. It also identifies the areas for further research.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Causality of mental disorders is usually complex. Commonly, an interplay of genes and
environment is found. We distinguish gene-environment correlation (rGE), when genetic
factors influence whether the subject is exposed to a certain environment, and
gene-environment interaction (GxE), where genes determine liability of the subject to
environmental factors. This review sums up basic GxE findings in mood disorders,
schizophrenia, anxiety disorders, substance addictions and other psychopathological
phenomena. A pioneering work in this field was done by Caspi et al. about ten years ago.
Their revelations were related to stressful life events and the serotonin transporter gene
inducing depression and suicidal behavior, as well as mono-amino-oxidase A gene
polymorphism and antisocial behavior of boys who had been abused. In the discussion
section, we mention recent problems in the GxE research in psychiatry, e.g. how to
exactly measure the influence of environment or the mental disorder itself, which is
sometimes divided into individual subtypes. Some published critical opinions suggest that
so far presented positive findings are mostly false positive" ones. That is why we mention
several measures how to prevent this in future research. It is necessary to rationalize a
sample size using statistical methods, choose genes proper for research based on the
findings of genome-wide association studies, asses the influence of environment in a
prospective and quantitative way, look for interactions among many genes and many
environmental factors simultaneously, meta-analyze published results, and last but not
least, unify methods of GxE research in psychiatry. Looking for gene-environment
interactions in psychiatry may lead to causal treatment of mental disorders, their
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prevention, and de-stigmatization in the future. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Environment
*Genes
*Mental Disorders
*Psychiatry
Affective Disorders
Anxiety Disorders
Drug Addiction
Schizophrenia

Source:

PsycINFO

35. Targets of molecular-genetic analysis of alcohol dependence.

Original Title:

Cile molekularnegeneticke analyzy zavislosti na alkoholu.

Citation:

Ceska a Slovenska Psychiatrie, December 2013, vol./is. 109/6(289-297), 1212-0383 (Dec
2013)

Author(s):

Dreisig, Michal; Bartecek, Richard; Kasparek, Tomas

Correspondence Address:

Kasparek, Tomas: Psychiatricka Klinika, Jihiavska 20, Brno, Czech Republic, 625 00,
tkasparek@fnbrno.cz

Institution:

Psychiatricka Klinika LF MU, Brno, Czech Republic; Psychiatricka Klinika LF MU,
Brno, Czech Republic; Psychiatricka Klinika LF MU, Brno, Czech Republic

Language:

Czech

Abstract:

Alcohol dependence is a multifactorial chronic relapsing disorder with no clear dominant
etiological factors; rather, there is a large number of both genetic and psychosocial issues
that increase the risk of dependence. Molecular genetics of alcohol dependence is,
therefore, a very complex and the body of evidence is still dynamically evolving. It is
linked with changes of glutamatergic, GABA-ergic, dopamine, serotonine, cholinergic,
adrenergic, opioid, cannabinoid genes, genes that regulate stress response, and alcohol
metabolism. These changes are manifested as abnormalities of reward system,
motivational, hedonic and emotional processes, and inhibition and excitation
mechanisms. Specific genetic susceptibility exists for withdrawal syndrome and its
complications. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Background and aims: In this study dealing with the drug users from the 1980-s. This
interview was recorded by an experienced (peer) expert and by a historian. The aims of
the study were to compare the questioning strategies of the two interviewers and to
analyse the developing narratives of the interviewed person. Methods: The interviewed
person had had quit his drug use and with the help of a self-help group (NA: Narcotics
Anonymous) he has been recovering. The experienced expert was similarly a drug user in
the 80s and he was also recovering in the NA. The semi-structured, double guided
interview was carried out with an interviewed person who was drug user during the
1980s. The interviewed person has been recovering in a self-help group (NA: Narcotics
Anonymous). The experienced expert was also a drug user in the 1980s and recovered in
the NA as well. Results: The historian adapted a questioning strategy which was a linear,
from past to the present, experiences localizing one. It should be pointed out that with this
strategy she generated a retrospective narrative perspective. The experienced expert
generated a strongly formulated, drug-use centred narratives, later these narratives were
stated as parallel to his own drug using-recovering narratives. This way he made possible
a reliving, "reliving again" narrative perspective for the interviewed person. In this
questioning strategy of the experienced interviewer the moving of his deictic centre and
the changing of his narrating positions (diegetic function) were observed. Conclusion:
analysing the interview shed light on the methodological considerations of applying two
interviewers: an expert and an experienced expert. This method has advantages: more
experiences concerning drug use may be generated and disadvantages: the experienced
expert can generate only specific types of narratives. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

According to the triadic neurocognitive model of addiction to drugs (e.g., cocaine) and
non-drugs (e.g., gambling), weakened "willpower" associated with these behaviors is the
product of an abnormal functioning in one or more of three key neural and cognitive
systems: (1) an amygdala-striatum dependent system mediating automatic, habitual, and
salient behaviors; (2) a prefrontal cortex dependent system important for self-regulation
and forecasting the future consequences of a behavior; and (3) an insula dependent system
for the reception of interoceptive signals and their translation into feeling states (such as
urge and craving), which in turn plays a strong influential role in decision-making and
impulse control processes related to uncertainty, risk, and reward. The described
three-systems account for poor decision-making (i.e., prioritizing short-term
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consequences of a decisional option) and stimulus-driven actions, thus leading to a more
elevated risk for relapse. Finally, this article elaborates on the need for "personalized"
clinical model-based interventions targeting interactions between implicit processes,
interoceptive signaling, and supervisory function aimed at helping individuals become
less governed by immediate situations and automatic pre-potent responses, and more
influenced by systems involved in the pursuit of future valued goals. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:

STATEMENT: This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution License (CC BY). The use, distribution or reproduction in other
forums is permitted, provided the original author(s) or licensor are credited and that the
original publication in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic
practice. No use, distribution or reproduction is permitted which does not comply with
these terms.; HOLDER: Noel, Brevers and Bechara; YEAR: 2013
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Abstract:

The allostatic theory of drug abuse describes the brain's reward system alterations as
substance misuse progresses. Neural adaptations arising from the reward system itself and
from the antireward system provide the subject with functional stability, while affecting
the person's mood.We propose a computational hypothesis describing how a virtual
subject's drug consumption, cognitive substrate, and mood interface with reward and
antireward systems. Reward system adaptations are assumed interrelated with the ongoing
neural activity defining behavior toward drug intake, including activity in the nucleus
accumbens, ventral tegmental area, and prefrontal cortex (PFC). Antireward system
adaptations are assumed to mutually connect with higher-order cognitive processes
occurring within PFC, orbitofrontal cortex, and anterior cingulate cortex. The subject's
mood estimation is a provisional function of reward components. The presented
knowledge repository model incorporates pharmacokinetic, pharmacodynamic,
neuropsychological, cognitive, and behavioral components. Patterns of tobacco smoking
exemplify the framework's predictive properties: escalation of cigarette consumption,
conventional treatments similar to nicotine patches, and alternative medical practices
comparable to meditation. The primary outcomes include an estimate of the virtual
subject's mood and the daily account of drug intakes. The main limitation of this study
resides in the 21 time-dependent processes which partially describe the complex
phenomena of drug addiction and involve a large number of parameters which may
under-constrain the framework. Our model predicts that reward system adaptations
account for mood stabilization, whereas antireward system adaptations delineate mood
improvement and reduction in drug consumption. This investigation provides formal
arguments encouraging current rehabilitation therapies to include meditation-like
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practices along with pharmaceutical drugs and behavioral counseling. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Comments on an article by C. H. Halpern et al. (see record 2013-15570-029). Halpern et
al. explored deep brain stimulation (DBS) as a prospective intervention for binge eating;
contributing to literature suggesting Nucleus Accumbens Shell (NAcSh) DBS can
attenuate drug addiction. NAcSh DBS decreased binge eating a palatable high fat food,
possibly modulated by DA. The interpretation of the study was restricted to dopaminergic
neurotransmission, and the animal model of binging presented has limitations in the
preclinical recapitulation of human behavior. The mouse model utilized by Halpern et al.
allows limited access to high fat pellets until binge like behaviors, defined as >25% of
daily caloric intake consumed within 1 h, are produced. This model is suggested to
provide preclinical support for the use of DBS in controlling aberrant binge eating.
Halpern et al. provide a preliminary insight into the use of DBS to treat binge eating,
however their demonstration of the efficacy of DBS is not entirely compelling. Halpern et
al.'s findings cannot be extended to clinical settings and more rigorous preclinical
experimental investigations are required. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all
rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Aims: It was aimed to estimate 12-months prevalences of i) perception of
substance-related problems among alcohol, illicit drugs and prescription drug users; ii)
use of several formal and informal sources of care by individuals perceiving
substance-related problems; and iii) use of professional help among individuals with a
substance use disorder. Factors associated with help-seeking were assessed. Methods:
Data come from the 2012 Epidemiological Survey of Substance Abuse (ESA; n = 9084;
18 to 64 years; response rate 53.6 %). DSM-IV diagnoses were assessed using the
M-CIDI, Regression analyses were used to assess predictors of help-seeking. Results:
Between 6 % (alcohol) and 19 % (illicit drugs) of substance users reported having
experienced substance related problems. Of those, 14 % (alcohol), 33 % (illicit drugs) and
59 % (prescription drugs) sought help. With the exception of income, socio-demographic
variables were not associated with help-seeking. Conclusions: Results show a clear
under-treatment in individuals with substance related problems. Help-seeking seems to be
mainly influenced by the severity of the substance-related disorder. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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41. Comorbid substance use disorders in the adult general population.
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Abstract:

Aims: It is aimed to assess homotypic comorbidity of substance use disorders in a
representative sample of the adult general population in Germany. Methods: Data from
the 2012 Epidemiological Survey of Substance Abuse are used. Based on a two-stage
probability sampling, a total of n = 9 084 individuals participated (net response rate 53.6
%), Substance use disorders according to DSM-IV for alcohol, tobacco, cannabis,
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cocaine, amphetamines, analgesics, hypnotics and tranquilizers were assessed using the
Munich Composite International Diagnostic Interview (M-CIDI). Results: Multiple
diagnoses (abuse and/or dependence) were prevalent in 6.6 % of the sample. The
percentage of comorbid substance use disorders was highest among those with a
diagnosis related to cannabis, hypnotics and cocaine. Risk factors for at least one and
more than one substance use disorders were male gender, younger age, lower educational
level, being single or divorced and non-German citizenship. Conclusions: A relevant
proportion of the general population in Germany is affected by more than one clinical
diagnosis related to substance use. Further epidemiological research is necessary to
describe this population of high risk. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Aims: This study assessed gender- and age-specific trends in the use of alcohol, tobacco,
cannabis, analgesics, tranquilizers and sedatives as well as trends in substance use
disorders according to DSM-IV within the period 1980 to 2012. Methods: Ten waves of
the German Epidemiological Survey of Substance Abuse (ESA) were used. Data were
collected using paper-and-pencil questionnaires or mixed-mode designs. Response rates
varied between 45 % and 65 %. Results: Average volume of ethanol intake decreased in
males since 1995 while it remained stable at lower levels in females. With the exception
of specific subgroups, the proportion of current smokers showed a steady decline in both
genders, 12-months cannabis use prevalence was higher in 2012 compared to 1995.
Repeated use of analgesics increased over time in most population subgroups. Increases
could be observed for alcohol dependence (1997 to 2012), tobacco dependence (2000 to
2012) and sedative dependence (2000 to 2012), Conclusions: The use of legal substances
in Germany is generally decreasing. More effort is needed to reduce the prevalence of
cannabis and analgesics use as well as substance use disorders. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Aims: To examine prevalences, patterns and disorders associated with the use of alcohol,
tobacco, illegal drugs and prescription drugs. Methods: The sample of the 2012
Epidemiological Survey of Substance Abuse (ESA) was randomly drawn from population
registers and consisted of 9 084 individuals aged 18 to 64 years, A mixed-mode design
including questionnaires, telephone and Internet interviews was applied. The response
rate was 53.6 %. Results: Based on the past 30 days 57.3 % of respondents reported
low-risk alcohol consumption whereas 14,2 % reported risky consumption. Overall, 30,2
% reported having smoked within this period. The 12-months prevalence of illegal
substance use was 4.5 % for cannabis, 0.8 % for cocaine and 0,7 % for amphetamines.
Analgesics were the most prevalent prescription drugs used within the past 12 months
(61.9 % ) . Rates of DSM-IV substance dependence were estimated at 3.4 % for alcohol,
10.8 % for tobacco, 0.5 % for cannabis, 0,2 % for cocaine, 0.1 % for amphetamines and
3.4 % for analgesics. Conclusions: The high prevalence of substance use disorders
associated with alcohol and tobacco emphasize the urgency of implementing effective
prevention measures. Disorders associated with prescription drugs should be given more
attention. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Aims: The paper gives an overview on design and sample selection, measures, realization
and analyses of the 2012 Epidemiological Survey of Substance Abuse (ESA). Methods: A
disproportional sample was drawn from population registers using a two-stage probability
design oversampling younger birth cohorts. Different modes of administration were used
(paper-and-pencil questionnaire, telephone interview, online questionnaire). Results: A
total of 9 084 individuals aged 18 to 64 years participated in the survey (response rate
53.6 %). The redressement weight had an effectiveness of 67.6 %. Non-responders
showed a lower prevalence of alcohol and cannabis use, but a higher prevalence of
episodic heavy drinking and hypnotics use as well as a higher tobacco use quantity.
Respondents in the telephone and internet mode had a lower rate of substance use than
those in the paper-and-pencil mode. Conclusions: Contrary to the general trend of
decreasing response rates, the ESA achieves increasing response rates over the past years
due to the application of a mixed mode design. Selectivity effects are possible because of
the exclusion of specific population subgroups and non-response effects. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This paper discusses some commonly used, problematic terminology for the treatment of
tobacco dependence, and suggests more appropriate terms. As any new discipline
evolves, it is not uncommon for its language to lack precision, thereby needing to change
over time. As understanding about a condition and evidence for its treatment expands, the
terminology surrounding it develops greater accuracy. For example, in the field of
addictions counseling, it took some time for the language of clinical practice to
differentiate itself from the language of self-help. One of the most important insights
about tobacco use has been that, for many, if not most, tobacco use is dependence - a
chronic relapsing disorder, not merely a habit. Given this, for many tobacco users, it will
not be resolved in a single cessation event through simple willpower or education, but
rather through repeated treatment contacts. It is urged to the professionals who specialize
in tobacco treatment to consider adoption of a common language to reflect this.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Presents a case report of an unemployed young man with a history of poly substance
abuse suffered a closed head injury as the result of a motor vehicle crash. At the scene,
the patient had a prolonged period of unconsciousness and was incubated. Computed
tomography (CT) of the brain upon arrival to the trauma center reveals a mild bilateral
subarachnoid hemorrhage (SAH) in a nonspecific pattern. The following morning he is
noted as able to respond to commands during his sedation breaks. He requires narcotic
pain medications for his orthopedic injuries. Two days into his hospital stay, he was
transferred to the ward and over the next few days is noted to become progressively more
restless, confused, and agitated. He did not have fever and his neurologic exam remained
non focal. A non-contrast head CT is obtained but revealed no new findings. Psychiatry is
consulted for recommendations on delirium management. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

This article presents an overview of the future directions of deep brain stimulation for
current disorders with new technologies. Deep brain stimulation (DBS) is a surgical
neuromodulation therapy with several neuropsychiatric applications. Compared with
other device-based brain stimulation treatments, DBS offers the unique possibility to
target deep neural structures directly with proven safety and efficacious outcomes. DBS
has the potential to normalize reward processing; reduce impulsivity; and attenuate
addictive behavior. The reward circuitry is already a target for obsessive compulsive
disorder (OCD) and major depressive disorder (MDD) in humans, but neuro circuitry
underlying drug addiction makes DBS a viable treatment option for patients with this
condition. A novel circuit-based strategy to treat Alzheimer's disease (AD) is the use of
DBS to the hippocampal fornix. DBS mechanism of action may involve the up regulation
of processing, capacity, and/or sustained integrity of these neuronal circuits. DBS is an
available yet novel therapeutic option for several treatment resistant neuropsychiatric
disorders. DBS is already available in the therapeutic toolbox for the practicing
psychiatrist and it offers options and hope for the most difficult and treatment-refractory
patients. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

It has been discussed the need to broaden the scope of research on alcoholism, besides the
dominant biomedical perspective in order to address the determinants of alcoholism and
produce an understanding closer to the reality of the dependents. We conducted a
cross-sectional, descriptive and exploratory survey aiming to unveil the life projects of a
group of alcoholics and explore possible relationships between such projects and relapse
in alcohol use, on one hand, and the possibility of recovery, on the other hand.
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Semi-structured interviews were conducted with alcoholics hospitalized in specialized
ward of a general hospital, which were coded and analyzed according to Grounded
Theory. Among the results, there is the passive attitude of the majority of respondents:
they predominantly report hope of recovery and improvement in various aspects of life,
but poor concrete plans, and tend to lead their lives according to treatment prescriptions.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: Since cocaine and psychostimulant dependence are related to increased
dopamine release, antipsychotics have been tried to reduce their reinforcing properties. A
meta-analysis was undertaken to assess the efficacy and tolerability of antipsychotics in
cocaine- or stimulant-dependent patients. Data sources: We searched PubMed, Cochrane
Library databases, and PsycINFO from database inception until June 24, 2013, using the
following keywords: (randomized OR random OR randomly) AND (placebo) AND
(methylphenidate OR cocaine OR methamphetamine OR amphetamine OR
3,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine) AND (dependence OR abuse) AND
(antipsychotic OR neuroleptic OR 34 specific antipsychotic names). Study selection:
Included were randomized, placebo-controlled trials of antipsychotics lasting at least 2
weeks in patients with primary cocaine or psychostimulant dependence. Of 363 hits, we
removed 316 duplicates, 20 references based on abstract/title, and 13 ineligible full-text
articles, retaining 14 trials for this meta-analysis. Data extracation: Two authors
independently extracted the data. Coprimary outcomes included degree of substance use
and lack of abstinence. Risk ratio (RR), 95% CI, and standardized mean difference were
calculated. Results: Ten studies in patients with primary cocaine dependence (risperidone
= 5, olanzapine = 3, reserpine = 2; n = 562) and 4 in those with
amphetamine/methamphetamine dependence (aripiprazole = 4; n = 179) were
meta-analyzed (14 studies, total n = 741). When study results were pooled together,
antipsychotics did not differ from placebo in regard to cocaine use days and lack of
cocaine or amphetamine/methamphetamine abstinence, severity of addiction, cocaine or
amphetamine/methamphetamine craving, Clinical Global Impressions-Severity of Illness
(CGI-S) scores, depression, anxiety, compliance, all-cause discontinuation, and several
side effects. However, antipsychotics caused more intolerability-related discontinuation
than placebo (P = .0009). Individually, aripiprazole was superior to placebo in regard to
CGI-S (P = .001), while olanzapine was inferior to placebo in regard to cocaine craving
(P = .03) and risperidone was inferior to placebo in regard to depression (P = .002).
Conclusions: Antipsychotics had no advantages over placebo in regard to cocaine use and
cocaine or psychostimulant abstinence or craving, while causing more
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intolerability-related discontinuations. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Introduction: Depressive and anxiety disorders may predict first incidence of alcohol
abuse and alcohol dependence. This study aims to identify those persons who are at an
increased risk of developing alcohols abuse or alcohol dependence by considering the
heterogeneity of depressive and anxiety disorders and exploring the role of other risk
factors. Method: In a large sample of persons with and without baseline DSM-IV
depressive or anxiety disorders (n = 2,676; 18-65 years; assessed in 2004-2007), the first
incidences of DSM-IV alcohol abuse and alcohol dependence during a 4-year follow-up
were considered as primary outcomes. Status (remitted or current disorder), severity, and
type (specific disorders) of depressive and anxiety disorders were assessed, as well as
other risk factors, such as sociodemographic, vulnerability, and addiction-related factors.
Results: Cumulative first-incidence rates of alcohol abuse and alcohol dependence were
2.0% and 3.0%, respectively. Persons with current, but not remitted, depressive or anxiety
disorders were at an increased risk of a first incidence of alcohol dependence (hazard ratio
[HR] = 2.69; 95% CI, 1.37-5.29), but not first incidence of alcohol abuse (HR = 0.55;
95% CI, 0.28-1.09). Although this association was not conditional on the type of disorder,
first-incidence rates of alcohol dependence gradually increased with the number of
depressive and anxiety disorders (HR per SD increase = 1.65; 95% CI, 1.37-2.00).
Subthreshold alcohol problems especially (P < .001), but also recent negative life events
(P = .06), were additional independent predictors of first incidence of alcohol dependence.
Conclusion: Current depressive disorder, anxiety disorder, or both significantly predicted
first incidence of alcohol dependence, which stresses the importance of addiction
prevention strategies for depressed and anxious patients in mental health settings.
Subthreshold alcohol problems and recent negative life events may help to identify
persons at an increased risk for developing alcohol dependence. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Alcohol dependence represents a chronic and relapsing disease affecting nearly 10 % of
the general population both in the USA and in Europe, with a widespread burden of
morbidity and mortality. Alcohol dependence represents the most common cause of liver
damage in the Western world. Although alcoholic liver disease is associated primarily
with heavy drinking, continued alcohol consumption, even in low doses after the onset of
liver disease, increases the risk of severe consequences, including mortality.
Consequently, the ideal treatment of patients affected by alcohol dependence and
alcoholic liver disease should aim at achieving long-term total alcohol abstinence and
preventing relapse. The aim of the present review is to provide an update on the
management of alcohol dependence in patients with alcoholic liver disease. Increasing
evidence suggests the usefulness of psychosocial interventions and medications combined
in order to reduce alcohol intake, promote abstinence and prevent relapse in
alcohol-dependent patients. Disulfiram, naltrexone and acamprosate have been approved
for this indication; gamma-hydroxybutyric acid (GHB) is approved in Italy and Austria.
However, these drugs have not been tested in patients with advanced liver disease.
Amongst other emerging pharmacotherapies for alcoholism, topiramate, ondansetron, and
baclofen seem the most promising ones. Both topiramate and ondansetron have a safe
profile in alcoholic patients; however, none of them has been tested in alcoholic patients
with advanced liver disease. To date, baclofen represents the only anti-craving medication
formally tested in a randomized clinical trial in alcoholic patients affected by liver
cirrhosis, although additional confirmatory studies are warranted. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Contextual Action Theory addresses challenges to recent understandings of project by
articulating a dynamic conceptualization of joint projects rooted in everyday thinking, and
by monitoring and studying them through methods focused on social meaning, manifest
behaviour, and internal subjective processes. Additionally, projects are seen within other
goal-directed systems of subordinate actions and super-ordinate careers. This approach
has been found to be useful for understanding a range of on-going actions between
persons that coalesce to form meaningful projects between them. Empirical knowledge is
both constructed and assessed through action. Neither researchers nor practitioners have
to leave the intentional frame of reference in which the clients construct and cope with
their everyday life. Data from several studies, suggest that joint projects can be identified
and described in domains such as recovery from addiction, parental grieving the death of
a child, transition to adulthood, career development in families, health promotion, suicide
prevention, and counseling. These projects include and operate simultaneously at the
levels of meaning (goals), cognitive and affective processes and well as communication
processes, and behavioral, structural, resource, and unconscious elements. Across a
number of these studies, the primacy of relationship and identity projects has been
revealed. In addition, these projects reflect a range of processes including communication,
coordination and compatibility, steering, control and regulation, and monitoring, as well
as many other systemic processes. Specific case examples provide the basis for
illustrating how joint projects contribute to the construction of the self and long-term
careen Implications for practice are suggested. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Comments on the article Reduction of the reinforcing effectiveness of cocaine by
continuous D-amphetamine treatment in rats: importance of active self-administration
during treatment period by B. A. Zimmer, K. A. Chiodo and D. C. S. Roberts (2013). The
recent study by Zimmer and colleagues demonstrated that D-amphetamine treatment
during the persistence of a previously established active cocaine self-administration, but
not during passive cocaine infusions, resulted in a significant decrease in
cocaine-maintained responding under a PR schedule of reinforcement. Despite the
interesting findings by Zimmer and colleagues, one cannot ignore the use of amphetamine
by humans. As an alertness-enhancing and euphorigenic drug, amphetamine is frequently
used when irregular work/rest patterns cause excessive sleepiness. Context-dependent
behavioral sensitization to amphetamine is potentiated by sleep deprivation procedures,
and a sleep rebound period can attenuate it. Finally, it has been showed that
D-amphetamine efficacy requires active drug seeking during the treatment period which
has major clinical importance because it could enhance the compliance to the treatment
by cocaine abusers and would minimize the suffering inherent to the abstinence
syndrome. However, most of these drugs are controlled substances with inherent risks of
abuse, and their use in patients with substance use disorders is complex. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
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54. "Pavlovian conditioned approach, extinction, and spontaneous recovery to an audiovisual cue paired with an
intravenous heroin infusion": Erratum.
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Abstract:

Reports an error in "Pavlovian conditioned approach, extinction, and spontaneous
recovery to an audiovisual cue paired with an intravenous heroin infusion" by Jamie
Peters and Taco J. De Vries (Psychopharmacology, 2014[Jan], Vol 231[2], 447-453). The
original version of this article inadvertently contained a mistake. The grant support for the
project was not mentioned. The correct Acknowledgments section is present in the
erratum. (The following abstract of the original article appeared in record
2014-00294-014). Rationale: Novel stimuli paired with exposure to addictive drugs can
elicit approach through Pavlovian learning. While such approach behavior, or sign
tracking, has been documented for cocaine and alcohol, it has not been shown to occur
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with opiate drugs like heroin. Most Pavlovian conditioned approach paradigms use an
operandum as the sign, so that sign tracking can be easily automated. Objectives: We
were interested in assessing whether approach behavior occurs to an audiovisual cue
paired with an intravenous heroin infusion. If so, would this behavior exhibit
characteristics of other Pavlovian conditioned behaviors, such as extinction and
spontaneous recovery? Methods: Rats were repeatedly exposed to an audiovisual cue,
similar to that used in standard self-administration models, along with an intravenous
heroin infusion. Sign tracking was measured in an automated fashion by analyzing motion
pixels within the cue zone during each cue presentation. Results: We were able to observe
significant sign tracking after only five pairings of the conditioned stimulus (CS) with the
unconditioned stimulus (US). This behavior rapidly extinguished over 2 days, but
exhibited pronounced spontaneous recovery 3 weeks later. Conclusions: We conclude that
sign tracking measured by these methods exhibits all the characteristics of a classically
conditioned behavior. This model can be used to examine the Pavlovian component of
drug memories, alone, or in combination with self-administration methods. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Animal Learning
*Heroin
*Rats
Addiction
Cues
Approach Behavior
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55. Pavlovian conditioned approach, extinction, and spontaneous recovery to an audiovisual cue paired with an
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Abstract:

[Correction Notice: An Erratum for this article was reported in Vol 231(2) of
Psychopharmacology (see record 2014-00294-015). The original version of this article
inadvertently contained a mistake. The grant support for the project was not mentioned.
The correct Acknowledgments section is present in the erratum.] Rationale: Novel stimuli
paired with exposure to addictive drugs can elicit approach through Pavlovian learning.
While such approach behavior, or sign tracking, has been documented for cocaine and
alcohol, it has not been shown to occur with opiate drugs like heroin. Most Pavlovian
conditioned approach paradigms use an operandum as the sign, so that sign tracking can
be easily automated. Objectives: We were interested in assessing whether approach
behavior occurs to an audiovisual cue paired with an intravenous heroin infusion. If so,
would this behavior exhibit characteristics of other Pavlovian conditioned behaviors, such
as extinction and spontaneous recovery? Methods: Rats were repeatedly exposed to an
audiovisual cue, similar to that used in standard self-administration models, along with an
intravenous heroin infusion. Sign tracking was measured in an automated fashion by
analyzing motion pixels within the cue zone during each cue presentation. Results: We
were able to observe significant sign tracking after only five pairings of the conditioned
stimulus (CS) with the unconditioned stimulus (US). This behavior rapidly extinguished
over 2 days, but exhibited pronounced spontaneous recovery 3 weeks later. Conclusions:
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We conclude that sign tracking measured by these methods exhibits all the characteristics
of a classically conditioned behavior. This model can be used to examine the Pavlovian
component of drug memories, alone, or in combination with self-administration methods.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This editorial provides a broad overview of the papers featured in the present issue of
Acta Neuropathologica. The papers collectively focus on behavioral risk factor for
neurological disease, including obesity, brain injury induced by sporting activity,
smoking, alcoholism, addiction to illegal drugs, stress, and reduced cognitive and social
activity. The papers cover clinical and epidemiological data, human neuropathology,
neuroimaging and experimental studies on mechanisms. It is hoped that this cluster of
papers will encourage neuropathologists and other neuroscientists with an interest in
neurological disease to engage in more interdisciplinary research, combining cellular and
molecular biology with behavioral biology, epidemiology and biomarker analysis.
Furthermore, the papers may stimulate all neuroscientists to contribute to the education of
society regarding lifestyles that prevent disease and preserve a healthy brain. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

In recent years, the Internet has been developing at an unimaginably high speed, imposing
an increasingly important impact on our daily life. It's worth noting that the number of
adolescent Internet users is soaring fast. The Internet provides people not only with many
benefits, but also with a lot of negative outcomes, such as online pornography, Internet
gambling and fraud. Excessive Internet use may also lead to "Internet addiction" (or
commonly called Pathological Internet Use, PIU). There are several common
characteristics in the current studies of Pathological Internet Use, among which most
sampled college students more than other ages of population, rarely concreting about the
adolescents who have just entered adolescence and engaged in Internet use for a short
time. Besides, most of the recent studies of Pathological Internet Use were based on
cross-sectional study design, but few on longitudinal study design. By longitudinal study
design, the developmental tendencies of adolescents' Pathological Internet Use and its
influence on the individual development can be better revealed, and the effects of relevant
psychological variables can be investigated so as to contribute to the prevention and
intervention of adolescents' Pathological Internet Use. Based on the analysis above, this
study sampled adolescents who have just begun their junior high school study as our
subjects to investigate their developmental tendency of Pathological Internet Use and its
relationship with self-esteem, and to explore the moderating role of classmate relationship
between self-esteem and Pathological Internet Use through longitudinal design and
Hierarchical Linear Model (HLM). We suppose that junior high school students' level of
Pathological Internet Use increased gradually with the growing use of the Internet,
teenagers with higher self-esteem are more unlikely to be involved in Pathological
Internet Use, and classmate relationship can relieve Pathological Internet Use of
adolescents with lower self-esteem. This study employed Self-esteem Scale and
Adolescent Pathological Internet Use Scale to 123 grade one junior high school students
in Beijing, in a period of 18 months with 6 times of investigations. Besides, Classmate
Relationship Subscale of Class Environment Questionnaire was used to examine their
classmate relationship. The results were as followed: (1) in the period of 18 months, the
level of Pathological Internet Use among junior high school students presents a rising
trend significantly. There are significant differences between the initial level and
developmental tendency of Pathological Internet Use (2 = 391.51 p < 0.01; 2 = 174.49, p
< 0.01). The higher the initial level is, more gently the rising trend will be (10 is -0.22);
(2) self-esteem has a significantly negative prediction on adolescents' Pathological
Internet Use (20=-0.54, p < 0.05); (3) individual with better classmate relationship has a
lower initial level of Pathological Internet Use (02 =-1.16, p < 0.05). But from the
perspective of the growing trend of Pathological Internet Use, better classmate
relationship weakened the protective role of self-esteem to Pathological Internet Use (22
= 0-09, p < 0.05). The research showed that the level of adolescents' Pathological Internet
Use increased gradually in their junior high school years, self-esteem played a protective
role in the development of adolescents' Pathological Internet Use while better classmate
relationship is apt to aggravate the protective role of self-esteem in the development
Pathological Internet Use. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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58. Recovering drug-dependent mothers' perspective on gender-sensitive therapy: An Israeli case.
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Abstract:

This study examined issues of gender-sensitive therapy, such as relational self,
motherhood, and single-gender treatments from the perspective of recovering
drug-dependent mothers. Using a social constructionism framework, 25 recovering
drug-dependent mothers in different stages of recovery were interviewed and 5 of them
were followed for another 2 years. The results challenge the argument presented by
advocates of gender-sensitive therapy in the addiction field and underscore the
importance of context, especially the therapeutic narrative that elicited an alternative
construction of gender, motherhood, and gender-sensitive therapy. The findings suggest
possible new directions for addressing therapeutic issues and the need for additional
research. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

The Moving Parents and Children Together (M-PACT) programme is one of the growing
number of interventions tailored to meet the multiple and complex needs of children and
families affected by parental substance misuse. This paper pulls together the qualitative
findings from 13 evaluated M-PACT programmes in England. Sixty-four families
attended an M-PACT programme, including 82 children and 75 adults. Qualitative data
were collected from 37 children, 36 adults and over 30 group facilitators. Six themes are
discussed: engaging with M-PACT, shared experiences, understanding addiction, changes
in communication, healthier and united families, and ending M-PACT. The majority of
families benefitted in a range of ways from the programme: meeting others who were
experiencing similar problems, greater understanding about addiction and its impact on
children and families improving communication within the family. In many families there
was more openness and honesty, stronger relationships and more time as families, and a
reduction in arguments and conflict. The key findings are discussed in terms of the
potential for interventions of this kind to reduce family-related harm from parental
substance misuse. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Alcoholism can cause a range of cognitive impairments, especially deficits in learning
and memory, visual-spatial ability, perceptual-motor skills, abstraction and problem
solving. This study sought to conduct a systematic review of articles published in
scientific journals between the years 2003 and 2008 on the neuropsychological
consequences associated with alcoholism in adults, especially executive function,
evaluated with Wisconsin Card Sorting Test (WCST). The results suggest that alcoholics
have lower performance compared to control subjects not dependents on cognitive
functions like reasoning, visual perception ability, early learning, attention, concentration
and memory. In addition, the WCST was sensitive, confirming the findings in
neuroimaging studies, which detect changes in the frontal lobe of alcoholics. The
importance of neuropsychological assessment of alcoholics, should be noted, since the
various damage caused by alcohol use, especially in executive functions, which implies
the ability to solve problems and make decisions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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61. Alcohol and substance use history among ADHD adults: The relationship with persistent and remitting
symptoms, personality, employment, and history of service use.
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Abstract:

Objective: To profile substance use, personality, service use, and employment in adults
with ADHD. Method: The sample consisted of 216 consecutive referrals to an adult
ADHD service and classified with ADHD, partially or fully remitted ADHD, or no
ADHD. Normal controls (n = 33) were recruited from a general practitioner's center.
Participants completed measures of alcohol and illicit substance use, employment, service
use, ADHD symptoms, and personality. Results: High rates of substance use were found
in participants with current ADHD diagnoses. ADHD participants showed increased rates
of personality trait or disorder scores and unemployment. There was some indication that
those with ADHD and substance-related impairment place higher demand on services.
Individuals with partially remitted ADHD showed similar substance use to those with
current ADHD, whereas those in full remission were comparable with normal controls.
Conclusion: Although ADHD symptoms may remit with time, individuals retaining
persisting or partial symptoms have substantial needs in adulthood. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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62. Age at immigration to Canada and the occurrence of mood, anxiety, and substance use disorders.
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Abstract:

Objective: The process of migration and resettlement has been associated with increased
risk for psychiatric illness. Our study sought to examine the association between age at
immigration and risk for mood, anxiety, and substance use disorders (SUDs) among adult
immigrants in Canada. Method: Data from the Canadian Community Health Survey:
Mental Health and Well- Being, a cross-sectional study of psychiatric disorder conducted
in 2002, was used to identify a representative sample of adult immigrants in Canada (n =
4946). Logistic regression was used to examine the association between age at
immigration (0 to 5 years, 6 to 17 years, and 18 years and older) and 12-month prevalence
of mood and anxiety disorders, and SUDs. Results: Immigrants who arrived prior to age 6
years reported the highest risk for mood (OR 3.41; 95% CI 1.7 to 7.0) and anxiety
disorders (OR 6.89; 95% CI 3.5 to 13.5), compared with those who immigrated at the age
of 18 years or older, after adjusting for covariates, including duration of residence.
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Conclusions: Younger age at immigration was associated with increased risk of having a
current mood disorder, anxiety disorder, or SUD. These findings speak to the importance
of developing and evaluating targeted prevention programs for young immigrant children
and adolescents. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal
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of institutions.

63. Materialism and addictive buying in women: The mediating role of anxiety and depression.
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Abstract:

There is empirical evidence regarding the interrelationships between materialism,
negative emotions, and addictive buying. The aim of this study was to clarify the
direction of the relationships among these variables. Specifically, the main objective was
to explore the possible mediating roles of anxiety and depression in the link between
materialism and addictive buying. Path analysis results, using a sample of 685 women,
generally supported the suitability of the proposed model in which anxiety and depression
mediated the effects of the materialism dimensions, "importance" and "success," on
addictive buying, and that depression also mediates the influence of the "importance" and
"happiness" dimensions. Moreover, a direct effect of the importance dimension on
addictive buying was found. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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64. Menarche and eating disorders.
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Abstract:

160 undergraduate women (M age = 20.3, SD = 1.52) were assessed for depression, drug
abuse, and eating disorders. The age of menarche was positively correlated with higher
scores on a screening measure for eating disorders, a finding opposite to past studies for
adolescent girls. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Psychological Reports; YEAR: 2013

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Eating Disorders
*Menarche
Depression (Emotion)
Drug Abuse
Screening Tests

Source:

PsycINFO

65. Fetal alcohol spectrum disorder: A current review of the literature.
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Abstract:

Fetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD) is characterized by structural, behavioral and
neurological problems due to alcohol exposure during any period of the pregnancy. FASD
has grown into a public health concern especially in western societies due to the
increasing rates of alcohol abuse and dependency among young women. As FASD is
definitely preventable, clinicians need to be more acquainted with the disorder and it is
also of essential importance to question the alcohol use of mothers even in routine
examinations. This article aims to review and revise the up to date information about
FASD. Although the description of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) has been in medical
literature nearly for 40 years, there seems to be only 3500 or more articles about FAS in
PubMed. We performed a search for FASD in all medical databases and summarized the
collected data. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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66. How developmental research and contextual theory drive clinical work with adolescents with addiction.
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Abstract:

Comments on article by Graham Danzer (see record 2013-43364-001). The main title of
Danzer's article invites clarification of both the orientation and specific methods of
Multidimensional Family Therapy (MDFT). In virtually any context, simply invoking
youth and drug use easily prompts associations to historically significant U.S. cultural
events such as the War on Drugs and the Just Say No to Drugs campaigns. Although
diverse articles, including quality-of-evidence reviews and that of Danzer himself, find
MDFT to contain the recommended components of adolescent treatment, Danzer wonders
why MDFT does not have an aftercare component. Another issue raised by Danzer
concerns the mechanisms through which MDFT achieves its effects. Although the authors
have addressed this issue in MDFT theory, program design and research, and training,
they still have much to learn about the moderators and mediators of effective treatment
process and of bottom-line outcomes. Danzer concludes that MDFT ought to be
considered the preferred treatment approach for adolescents with comorbid conditions,
but he does point to negative findings in the form of an article that, while produced by a
member of the MDFT research team, is not actually about treatment outcomes.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Learning Objectives: After participating in this educational activity, the psychiatrist
should be better able to (1) evaluate patients using the theory of Multidimensional Family
Therapy (MDFT), (2) treat adolescents with substance abuse problems using the three
stages of MDFT, and (3) identify the limitations of MDFT. Multidimensional Family
Therapy (MDFT) is reviewed, both in theory and as an evidence-based approach to
treating adolescent substance abuse and related risk factors. The primary objectives of
MDFT are to improve functioning in the four domains that centrally influence the course
of adolescent development-the adolescent himself or herself, the parents, family
interactions, and extrafamilial relationships. In MDFT, functioning in each domain is
conceptualized as a risk or protective factor for problematic adolescent behavior and
overall development; adolescent substance abuse is thus understood as a deviation from
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healthy, adaptive development and as indicative of impaired family systemic functioning.
Improved functioning in the four domains is expected to place adolescents on healthier
developmental trajectories, which decreases risk for substance abuse. Previous reviews of
treatment approaches for adolescent substance abuse have surveyed multiple models.
Previous articles specifically on MDFT have addressed a defined range of issues-whether
theory, technique, or research. This review comprehensively synthesizes MDFT in theory,
research, and practice, and suggests directions for future research. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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68. Profiling motives behind hedonic eating. Preliminary validation of the Palatable Eating Motives Scale.
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Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to validate a new scale designed to measure individual
motives for eating tasty foods and determine if any specific motive(s) are associated with
obesity. The "Palatable Eating Motives Scale" (PEMS) is a self-report measure adapted
from the Drinking Motives Questionnaire Revised (DMQ-R). N = 150 racially-diverse
college students (mean age: 24.4, BMI: 16-51kg/m2) were administered the PEMS along
with the Binge-Eating Scale (BES) and the Yale Food Addiction Scale (YFAS) to test for
convergent and incremental validity and the Sensitivity to Punishment and Reward
Questionnaire (SPSRQ) for discriminant validity. The PEMS identified four motives for
eating tasty food, the same ones found with the DMQ-R for alcohol intake: Social,
Conformity, Enhancement, and Coping motives. The scales had good convergent validity
with BES and YFAS scores but discriminated from the broader motivational constructs of
inhibition and activation measured by the SPSRQ. Of the PEMS motives, Coping (eating
tasty food to deal with problems and negative feelings) accounted for unique variance in
BMI, and added to variance in BMI contributed by BES scores, showing incremental
validity. YFAS scores did not contribute to BMI after controlling for binge-eating. Coping
subscale scores were also significantly higher (p < 0.001) among the severely obese (BMI
> 40). Motives behind palatable food intake are not homogenous and should be
considered in personalized weight-loss strategies in future studies. In normal weight
individuals, knowing one's dominant motive for eating tasty foods may help promote
healthier food choices in times and places where they are most vulnerable to do
otherwise. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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69. Attention problems in childhood and adult substance use.
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Abstract:

Objective: To assess the link between childhood attention problems (AP) and substance
use 18 years later. Study design: This cohort study was conducted in a community sample
of 1103 French youths followed from 1991 to 2009. Exposures and covariates were
childhood behavioral problems (based on parental report at baseline), early substance use,
school difficulties, and family adversity. Outcome measures were regular tobacco
smoking, alcohol problems, problematic cannabis use, and lifetime cocaine use (based on
youth reports at follow-up). Results: Individuals with high levels of childhood AP had
higher rates of substance use (regular tobacco smoking, alcohol problems, problematic
cannabis use, and lifetime cocaine use). However, when taking into account other
childhood behavioral problems, early substance use, school difficulties, and family
adversity, childhood AP were related only to regular tobacco smoking and lifetime
cocaine use. Early cannabis exposure was the strongest risk factor for all substance use
problems. Conclusion: This longitudinal community-based study shows that, except for
tobacco and cocaine, the association between childhood AP and substance use is
confounded by a range of early risk factors. Early cannabis exposure plays a central role
in later substance use. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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70. Health literacy and substance use in young Swiss men.
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Abstract:

Objectives: The purpose of the present study was to describe health literacy and its
association with substance use among young men. Methods: The present study was part
of the Cohort Study on Substance Use Risk Factors that included 11,930 Swiss males
participating in initial screening from August 2010 to July 2011. Self-completed
questionnaires covered use of three substances and three components of health literacy.
Results: Roughly 22 % reported having searched the Internet for health information and
16 % for information on substances over the past 12 months. At-risk and not at-risk users
of alcohol (adjusted odds ratio (AOR) = 2.50 and 1.46), tobacco (AOR = 2.51 and 1.79)
and cannabis (AOR = 4.86 and 3.53) searched for information about substances
significantly more often via the Internet than abstainers. Furthermore, at-risk users
reported better knowledge of risks associated with substance use and a marginally better
ability to understand health information than abstainers. Conclusions: Substance users
appear to be more informed and knowledgeable about the risks of substance use than
non-users. Consequently, interventions that focus only on information provision may be
of limited benefit for preventing substance use. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Swiss School of Public Health; YEAR: 2013

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*At Risk Populations
*Drug Abuse
*Health Screening
*Human Males
*Health Literacy

Source:

PsycINFO

71. Reducing cannabinoid abuse and preventing relapse by enhancing endogenous brain levels of kynurenic acid.
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Abstract:

In the reward circuitry of the brain, -7-nicotinic acetylcholine receptors (7nAChRs)
modulate effects of 9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), marijuana's main psychoactive
ingredient. Kynurenic acid (KYNA) is an endogenous negative allosteric modulator of
a7nAChRs. Here we report that the kynurenine 3-monooxygenase (KMO) inhibitor Ro
61-8048 increases brain KYNA levels and attenuates cannabinoid-induced increases in
extracellular dopamine in reward-related brain areas. In the self-administration model of
drug abuse, Ro 61-8048 reduced the rewarding effects of THC and the synthetic
cannabinoid WIN 55,212-2 in squirrel monkeys and rats, respectively, and it also
prevented relapse to drug-seeking induced by reexposure to cannabinoids or
cannabinoid-associated cues. The effects of enhancing endogenous KYNA levels with Ro
61-8048 were prevented by positive allosteric modulators of 7nAChRs. Despite a clear
need, there are no medications approved for treatment of marijuana dependence.
Modulation of KYNA offers a pharmacological strategy for achieving abstinence from
marijuana and preventing relapse. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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72. Neonatal and longer term management following substance misuse in pregnancy.
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Abstract:

Substance misuse in pregnancy is not a new problem, but although impaired foetal growth
and the risk of developing neonatal abstinence syndrome are widely appreciated,
relatively little attention has been paid to longer term consequences for the infant.
Available evidence indicates that prenatal exposure to opioids and other drugs of misuse
is detrimental to the developing foetal brain; consistent with this, poor in utero head
growth, delayed infant visual maturation and impaired general neurodevelopmental
progress independent of social confounders are increasingly being recognised. This
review considers current evidence and discusses best practice in the neonatal management
and follow-up of affected babies. More studies are required to explore alternatives to
methadone maintenance in pregnancy and to define optimal treatment for neonatal
abstinence syndrome. All infants born to drug-misusing mothers must be considered
vulnerable, even if they have not required treatment for neonatal abstinence syndrome.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Rationale: Previous imaging studies have indicated that the levels of the dopamine
transporter (DAT) are reduced in the brains of heroin users. However, whether these
changes can be reversed by abstinence and/or treatment remains unclear. Objectives: This
study aims to investigate DAT availability in heroin users and changes in DAT availability
after abstinence and treatment with the Jitai tablets, a traditional Chinese medicinal
product that is approved for the treatment of opioid addiction. Methods: Single-photon
emission computed tomography (SPECT) with [99mTc] TRODAT-1 was performed on
heroin-dependent patients (n=64) and healthy controls (n=15). The patients were
randomly assigned to treatment with either placebo or the Jitai. All patients underwent
SPECT imaging both at baseline and after 6 months of treatment. DAT availability was
assessed in the caudate and putamen. Depression and anxiety were evaluated at baseline.
Results: DAT availability remained at low levels during a 6-month period in the
placebo-treated group but was increased (14-17 %) in the Jitai-treated group. The ratio of
DAT availability at month 6 to that at baseline in the Jitai-treated group was significantly
higher than that in the placebo-treated group in both the bilateral caudate and putamen.
DAT uptake in the striatum was significantly correlated with daily heroin dose, years of
heroin use, and depression. Conclusions: These findings suggest that chronic heroin use
induces long-lasting striatal DAT reductions. DAT availability remained unchanged
during a 6-month period of abstinence. Treatment with Jitai appears to be effective at
increasing striatal DAT availability. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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74. Positive allosteric modulation of 42 nicotinic acetylcholine receptors as a new approach to smoking reduction:
Evidence from a rat model of nicotine self-administration.
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Abstract:

Rationale: The 42 subtype of nicotinic acetylcholine receptors (nAChRs) plays a central
role in the mediation of nicotine reinforcement. Positive allosteric modulators (PAMs) at
42 nAChRs facilitate the intrinsic efficiency of these receptors, although they do not
directly activate the receptors. 42 PAMs are hypothesized to reduce nicotine
self-administration in subjects engaged in routine nicotine consumption. The present
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study tested this hypothesis using a rat model of nicotine self-administration. Methods:
Male Sprague-Dawley rats were trained in daily 1-h sessions to intravenously
self-administer nicotine (0.03 mg/kg per infusion, free base) on a fixed-ratio 5 schedule.
The effects of the 42 PAM desformylflustrabromine (dFBr), 42 agonist 5-iodo-A-85380,
and acetylcholinesterase inhibitor galantamine on nicotine intake were examined. The
ability of dFBr and 5-iodo-A-85380 to substitute for nicotine was also assessed. Results:
dFBr and 5-iodo-A-85380 dose-dependently reduced nicotine self-administration without
changing lever responses for food. Galantamine decreased the self-administration of
nicotine and food at high doses. Unlike 5-iodo-A-85380, dFBr failed to substitute for
nicotine in supporting self-administration behavior. Conclusions: These results
demonstrated the effectiveness of dFBr in reducing nicotine intake and the inability of
dFBr to support self-administration behavior. These findings suggest that positive
allosteric modulation of 42 nAChRs may be a promising target for the treatment of
nicotine addiction. Moreover, 42 PAMs, in contrast to agonist medications, may have
clinical advantages because they may have little liability for abuse because of their lack of
reinforcing actions on their own. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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75. Lifetime and current mood and anxiety disorders in short-term and long-term abstinent alcoholics.
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Abstract:

Background: A high prevalence of comorbid mood and anxiety disorders has been
demonstrated in alcoholics. We examined lifetime and current mood and anxiety
diagnoses and symptoms in long-term (mean 7.6 years; n = 110) and short-term (mean
10.1 weeks; n = 101) abstinent alcoholics (LTAA and STAA) and nonsubstance abusing
controls (NSAC; n = 82). All alcoholics met DSM-IV lifetime alcohol dependence
criteria. About half of each alcoholic group had lifetime drug dependence. Methods:
Alcohol use was assessed using timeline follow-back methodology, and drug and alcohol
use disorders were diagnosed using the AUDADIS-IV. Lifetime and current mood and
anxiety disorder diagnoses and symptom counts were gathered using the computerized
Diagnostic Interview Schedule. Results: Over 60% of STAA and LTAA had a lifetime
internalizing diagnosis versus about 15% of NSAC, with no difference between STAA
and LTAA. The group effect on lifetime diagnoses was independent of comorbid drug
dependence or gender and was of comparable size for mood and anxiety disorders.
Current diagnoses showed a similar pattern, except that STAA had more current mood
diagnoses than LTAA. Excluding individuals with lifetime internalizing diagnoses,
alcoholics still had more mood and anxiety symptoms than controls. Conclusions: (i) The
presence of a lifetime mood or anxiety diagnosis or of a current anxiety diagnosis did not
differ between STAA and LTAA, suggesting that such diagnoses do not impact one's
ability to achieve or maintain abstinence. (ii) Prevalence of mood and anxiety diagnoses
was unaffected by presence of a comorbid substance use disorder, and (iii) excluding
individuals with a mood or anxiety diagnosis does not eliminate mood and anxiety
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symptom count differences between groups. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

In an online course, students learn independently in the virtual environment without
teacher's on-the-spot support. However, many students are addicted to the Internet which
is filled with a plethora of shopping websites, online games, and social networks (e.g.
Facebook). To help keep students focused on and involved in online or blended courses
requires teachers' exquisite design of their online teaching methods and learning
activities. Thus, the author in this study redesigned his online pedagogy, collaborative
learning (CL) with initiation and self-regulated learning (SRL) with feedback, based on
the teaching results from previous semesters and his own self-reflection. This study
involved an experiment that included 227 sophomores from four class sections. The
results of this study indicate that students from CIS group (who received online CL with
initiation and SRL) had the highest involvement. The implications for educators that plan
to deliver online learning were also provided in this study. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Young adulthood (ages 18-25 years) represents a time when high-risk
behaviors, including alcohol and drug use, peak. Electronic music dance events (EMDEs)
featured at clubs provide an ecologic niche for these high-risk behaviors. Purpose: This
paper examines the prevalence of alcohol and drug use among EMDE patrons.
Examination of personal characteristics associated with exit levels of alcohol and drug
use identifies important indicators of risk taking for prevention strategies. Methods: Data
were collected anonymously during 2010-2012 from 2028 patrons as they entered and
exited clubs in the San Francisco Bay area featuring EMDEs. Nearly half were aged <25
years. Biological measures of drug and alcohol and self-reported personal characteristics
were attained. Analyses were completed in 2012. Results: At entrance, more than one
fifth of patrons were positive for drug use and one fourth arrived either impaired (blood
alcohol concentration [BAC]: 0.05%-0.079%) or intoxicated (BAC: >0.08%) by alcohol.
At exit, one fourth tested positive for drugs, and nearly half were impaired or intoxicated
by alcohol. Individual characteristics that were important for levels of risk included prior
alcohol use behaviors, sexual identity, ethnic/racial identity, and transportation to the
event. Gender did not differentiate for alcohol use but fewer women used drugs.
Conclusions: Findings confirm the importance of targeting EMDEs for prevention efforts.
EMDEs attract young working adults who are engaged in heavy alcohol and/or drug use.
Targeting these social settings for delivering public health prevention strategies regarding
alcohol and drug use and related harm is indicated by the findings. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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78. Test anxiety among German medical students and its impact on lifestyle and substance abuse.
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Abstract:

This article focuses on the test anxiety among German medical students and its impact on
lifestyle and substance abuse. About 909 students in their first to fifth year of education
participated in the study. 29.9% of the students answered that they believe they would
suffer from test anxiety (TA). Applying a screening method, we were able to detect only
these students who are seriously and objectively affected by TA. This method included
the consideration of typical symptoms which could be indicated by the participating
students. Approximately 10% of the students are affected by TA, which is similar to the
results of other studies considering students of other disciplines. Students affected by TA
are older and significantly less successful in their first state exams when compared to
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students of the control group. Results show that distinctly more efforts have to be made to
offer special programs which enable affected students to face the problem as TA can lead
to several negative long-term consequences among students. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Background: Increasing age and chronic cigarette smoking are independently associated
with adverse effects on multiple aspects of neurocognition in those seeking treatment for
alcohol use disorders. However, the potential interactive effects of age and cigarette
smoking on neurocognition in early abstinent alcohol-dependent individuals (ALC) have
not investigated. Methods: Cross-sectional performances of never-smoking healthy
comparison participants (nvsCOM; n = 39) and 1-month-abstinent, treatment-seeking,
never-smoking (nvsALC; n = 30), former-smoking (fsALC; n = 21), and actively smoking
(asALC; n = 68) ALC were compared on a comprehensive neurocognitive battery.
Domains of functioning evaluated were cognitive efficiency, executive functions, fine
motor skills, general intelligence, learning and memory, processing speed, visuospatial
functions and working memory. Participants were between 26 and 71 years of age at the
time of assessment. Results: asALC showed steeper age-related effects than nvsCOM on
the domains of visuospatial learning, auditory-verbal memory, cognitive efficiency,
executive functions, processing speed, and fine motor skills. In pairwise comparisons,
fsALC and asALC performed more poorly than both nvsCOM and nvsALC on multiple
domains; nvsCOM and nvsALC showed no significant differences. Domain scores for the
ALC groups generally fell in the low-to-high-average range of functioning. A clinically
significant level of impairment was apparent in only 25%of ALC participants on
visuospatial learning, visuospatial memory, and fine motor skills domains. Measures of
alcohol use or consumption were not significantly related to neurocognition in the ALC
cohorts. Conclusions: The age-related findings suggest that the combination of active
chronic smoking and alcohol dependence in this 1-month-abstinent ALC cohort was
associated with greater than normal age-related effects in multiple domains. In general, a
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low level of clinically significant impairment was observed in the alcohol-dependent
participants. The findings from this study, in conjunction with previous research, strongly
support smoking cessation interventions for those seeking treatment for alcohol and
substance use disorders. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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80. Pretreatment alcohol drinking goals are associated with treatment outcomes.

Citation:

Alcoholism: Clinical and Experimental Research, October 2013, vol./is.
37/10(1745-1752), 0145-6008;1530-0277 (Oct 2013)

Author(s):

Dunn, Kelly E; Strain, Eric C

Correspondence Address:

Dunn, Kelly E., 5510 Nathan Shock Drive, Baltimore, MD, US, 21224,
kdunn9@jhmi.edu

Institution:

Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine, Baltimore, MD, US; Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine, Baltimore, MD, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Background: A large subset of patients who enter treatment for alcohol dependence report
non-abstinent drinking goals (e.g., reduction in drinking) rather than abstinence, and this
pretreatment goal choice may be associated with drinking outcomes and alcohol-related
problems. Methods: An analysis of the 16-week Combined Pharmacotherapies and
Behavioral Interventions (COMBINE) study was conducted to determine the association
between self-reported pretreatment drinking goal and drinking outcomes and
alcohol-related problems. Participants who reported a non-abstinent drinking goal (n =
340) were matched with participants who reported an abstinent drinking goal (n = 340) on
3 variables believed to contribute to treatment outcomes: COMBINE experimental group,
gender, and number of prebaseline heavy drinking days. Results: Analyses revealed no
interaction between the COMBINE experimental group and drinking goal on outcome
measures, so results were collapsed and examined as a function of drinking goal group.
Participants who chose an abstinent drinking goal had significantly more weeks with no
drinking or no heavy drinking, reported fewer heavy drinking days, reported fewer days
with >1 drink, and were more likely to have a > 50% decrease in drinks per day between
baseline and week 16 of the intervention. However, both groups reported reductions over
time in percent drinking days, mean drinks per day, number of heavy drinking days, and
number of drinking days per week, and participants in both groups experienced
significant reductions in alcohol-related problems and improvements in psychosocial
functioning. Conclusions: Results replicate and expand upon previous studies examining
the association between drinking goal and treatment outcome. These data also provide
support for the standard inclusion of drinking treatment goal as a stratification variable in
study interventions or as a covariate in outcome analyses and highlight several areas that
warrant additional research regarding patients who enter alcohol treatment with a
nonabstinent drinking goal. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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81. Gender differences in lifetime alcohol dependence: Results from the National Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol
and Related Conditions.
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Abstract:

Background: An extensive clinical literature has noted gender differences in the etiology
and clinical characteristics of individuals with alcohol dependence (AD). Despite this
knowledge, many important questions remain. Methods: Using the 2001 to 2002 National
Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions (n = 43,093), we examined
differences in sociodemographic characteristics, psychiatric and medical comorbidities,
clinical correlates, risk factors, and treatment-utilization patterns of men (N = 2,974) and
women (N = 1,807) with lifetime AD. Results: Men with lifetime AD were more likely
than women to be diagnosed with any substance use disorder and antisocial personality
disorder, whereas women were more likely to have mood and anxiety disorders. After
adjusting for sociodemographic characteristics and gender differences in psychiatric
comorbidity in the general population, AD was associated with externalizing disorders
and any mood disorder among women only. Men with AD met more criteria, had longer
episodes, and were younger at the age of first drink. There were no gender differences in
remission rates. Women with AD were more likely to have a family and a spouse with
history of alcohol use disorders. Treatment rates were low for both genders, and women
were more likely to report social stigmatization as a treatment barrier. Conclusions: There
are important gender differences in the psychiatric comorbidities, risk factors, clinical
characteristics, and treatment-utilization patterns among individuals with lifetime AD.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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82. Loss of control of alcohol use and severity of alcohol dependence in non-treatment-seeking heavy drinkers are
related to lower glutamate in frontal white matter.
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Abstract:

Background: The development and maintenance of alcohol use disorders (AUD) have
been hypothesized to be associated with an imbalance of glutamate (GLU) homeostasis.
White matter (WM) loss, especially in anterior brain regions, has been reported in alcohol
dependence, which may involve disturbances in both myelin and axonal integrity. Frontal
lobe dysfunction plays an important role in addiction, because it is suggested to be
associated with the loss of control over substance use. This study investigated magnetic
resonance spectroscopy (MRS)-detectable Glu levels in frontal WM of
non-treatment-seeking heavy drinkers and its associations with AUD symptoms.
Methods: Single-voxel MR spectra optimized for Glu assessment (TE 80 ms) were
acquired at 3T from a frontal WM voxel in a group of heavy drinking,
non-treatment-seeking subjects in comparison with a group of subjects with only light
alcohol consumption. Results: The results corroborate previous findings of increased total
choline in heavy drinking subjects. A negative association of Glu levels with severity of
alcohol dependence and especially loss of control over time and amount of alcohol intake
was observed. Conclusions: In contrast to the rather unspecific rise in choline-containing
compounds, low Glu in frontal WM may be specific for the shift from nondependent
heavy drinking to dependence and does not reflect a simple effect of the amount of
alcohol consumption alone. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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83. P300 amplitude reduction is associated with early-onset and late-onset pathological substance use in a
prospectively studied cohort of 14-year-old adolescents.
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Abstract:

P3 amplitude reduction (P3AR) is associated with risk for adolescent-onset pathological
substance use (PSU). In this longitudinal study, data from over 1,100 adolescent twins
were used to examine P3AR in relation to early adolescent onset PSU (i.e., by age 14),
late adolescent onset PSU (i.e., ages 14-18), misuse of different classes of substances
(PSU-nicotine, PSU-alcohol, PSU-illicit), degree of PSU comorbidity, and gender
differences. P3 amplitude was recorded at age 14 from two midline electrodes during a
visual oddball paradigm. PSU was defined as meeting criteria for any symptom of a
substance use disorder assessed using semistructured clinical interviews. P3AR was
associated with degree of drug class comorbidity, early adolescent onset PSU for all three
substance classes, and late adolescent onset PSU for alcohol and illicit PSU. Gender
differences in P3AR were not statistically significant. These findings provide further
evidence that P3AR indexes a nonspecific diathesis for adolescent-onset PSU. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Reward-related memories are essential for adaptive behavior and evolutionary fitness, but
they are also a core component of maladaptive brain diseases such as addiction. Reward
learning requires dopamine neurons located in the ventral tegmental area (VTA), which
encode relationships between predictive cues and future rewards. Recent evidence
suggests that epigenetic mechanisms, including DNA methylation, are essential regulators
of neuronal plasticity and experience-driven behavioral change. However, the role of
epigenetic mechanisms in reward learning is poorly understood. Here we show that the
formation of reward-related associative memories in rats upregulates key plasticity genes
in the VTA, which are correlated with memory strength and associated with gene-specific
changes in DNA methylation. Moreover, DNA methylation in the VTA is required for the
formation of stimulus-reward associations. These results provide the first evidence that
that activity-dependent methylation and demethylation of DNA is an essential substrate
for the behavioral and neuronal plasticity driven by reward-related experiences.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Previous evidence in an animal model of drug self-administration and drug seeking
showed that acute oxytocin decreased methamphetamine (meth) seeking in male rats,
suggesting potential clinical efficacy for the treatment of psychostimulant addiction.
However, based on the well-established role of oxytocin in reproduction and pair bond
formation, it is important to know how this effect extrapolates to females. Here, we tested
whether oxytocin (1 mg/kg, IP) would decrease meth seeking in female rats across
various stages of the estrous cycle (Experiment 1). Freely cycling Long Evans female rats
self-administered meth (IV) in 2-h daily sessions, followed by daily extinction sessions.
Following extinction, rats received oxytocin (0, 0.3, or 1 mg/kg, IP) 30 min before a meth
priming injection (1 mg/kg, IP) to assess reinstatement of meth seeking. Next, we
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examined the effects of oxytocin on motivated meth- and sucrose-taking and seeking in
male and female rats. In separate experiments, males and females self-administered meth
(Experiment 2) or sucrose (Experiment 3) until responding was stabilized along a fixed
ratio (FR) 5 schedule of reinforcement. Subsequently, rats received either oxytocin or
vehicle prior to selfadministration along a progressive ratio (PR) schedule of
reinforcement. Rats were subsequently tested for cue-, meth-, and stress-induced
reinstatement after pretreatment with oxytocin or vehicle. While oxytocin reduced meth
seeking in females, we found that estrous cycle stage (as determined from vaginal
cytology) did not influence meth-primed reinstatement or the ability of oxytocin to
decrease reinstatement of meth seeking. Oxytocin reduced PR responding for meth only
in females. Females responded more than males during cue-induced reinstatement of
meth and sucrose seeking, and oxytocin reduced this responding only in meth females. In
both sexes, oxytocin attenuated meth seeking in response to a meth prime and yohimbine
(a pharmacological stressor). The results suggest that oxytocin may have efficacy as a
treatment of meth addiction in both sexes; however, females may show greater response
to oxytocin treatment for the prevention of relapse. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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86. Cardiovascular risk factors in alcoholics in treatment.
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Abstract:

Objective: Evaluate cardiovascular risk factors, with emphasis on hypertension and
adiposity, present in alcoholics abstinent or not abstinent. Method: This was a
cross-sectional study with 65 alcoholic patients in treatment in CAPSad. The degree of
alcohol dependence was assessed by SADD (Short Alcohol Dependence Data) and the
use of other drugs by ASSIST (Alcohol Smoking and Substance Involvement Screening
Test). We evaluated the biochemical and anthropometric profile users. Results: The study
included 42 men and 23 women. The majority of the participants (6774%) presented
severe alcohol dependence with alcohol use mainly associated with smoking (66.15%).
The average waist circumference (WC) was significantly higher among abstinent
compared to non-abstinent (AB: 88.15 + 15.95 x NA: 81.04 + 9.86, p = 0.03). Patients
longer abstinent had higher overweight/obesity and abdominal adiposity (WC) than
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non-abstinent and recent abstinent with odds ratio of 5.25. The abstainers had odds ratios
of 3.38 for% BF above average, regardless of time of abstinence. Conclusion: Abstinent
alcoholic patients have more overweight/obesity, body (% BF) and abdominal (WC)
adiposity than non-abstinent. Multidisciplinary care is important in the treatment of
alcoholics with approach for cardiovascular risk factors, especially avoiding weight gain.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: To evaluate the consumption of psychoactive substances and the pattern of
sexual behavior in high school students in the city of Serafina Correa-RS, with a
population of approximately 15,000 inhabitants. Method: The sample of this
cross-sectional study consisted of all students of both sexes who were attending high
school in the city. Questionnaires were used to check the socio-demographic variables,
sexual behavior, and drug use. Results: The sample consisted of 453 students of which
261 (5762%) were female. The drug most often used was alcohol (82.34%), followed by
tobacco (12.58%), marijuana (6.62%), and cocaine (5.30%). Regarding the sexual
behavior of adolescents, it was observed that 247 (54.5%) reported having had sexual
intercourse. We found an association between the adolescent having already used drugs in
general (p < 0.001), alcohol (p < 0.001), or smoking (p = 0.023) and having had sexual
intercourse. Conclusion: The study provides information on the use of drugs and
characteristics of sexual behavior of adolescents of this city and may be useful for
developing an intervention program to reduce risk factors for drug addiction, including
education for the promotion of health. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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88. Observations of MDPV users: A prospective-retrospective study.
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Abstract:

Introduction: The spreading ofdesigner drugs" resulted in the appearance of ..similar yet
different" substances, the chemical structure of which are modified so regularly, which
makes their research very difficult. We came across one of these substances, MDPV,
while on night duty before it was mentioned in research papers. Our own research
explores the changes in drug consumption patterns, especially in MDPV consumption
patterns in the past few years, and gives a description of psychiatric and associated
symptoms. Method: We compared cases of patients admitted to our ward between Ian 1.,
2010 and November 30., 2012 with symptoms of drug consumption and its complications
(BNO F15.00-F15.90, F19.00-F19.90). We examined symptoms that required inpatient
care at the psychiatry ward. Results: While in 2010 we treated only 3 MDPV users on 6
occasions, 4 Mephedrone users on 6 occasions, and 9 patients using other substances
(Speed, Cannabis) on 10 occasions at our ward, in 2011 there were no
Mephedrone-related hospitalizations and only 9 patients using other substances
(Cannabis, Synthetic Cannabinoid, 5-MeO-AMT Glue, Metamizole, Ketamine) were
treated on 13 occasions. Between Jan 1. 2011. and Nov 30.2012 there were 40 recorded
cases related to MDPV-use in the period: forty people were registered on 87 occasions.
Nine people receive impatient care after observation on 10 occasions. In all these cases
psychotic symptoms were recorded. Conclusion: The constant development of designer
drugs requires better administration of the individual cases, symptoms and forms of
treatments. Informing doctors about these details also seems necessary. We have found
that the behaviours of drug users show a positive correspondence with changing legal
environments, which calls for a more sensible drug-related policy. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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89. Aggressive behavior: Theoretical and biological aspects.
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Abstract:

The susceptibility to aggression may manifest differently depending on the psychological
context in which it occurs. In the context of psychopathy, characterized by a lack of
empathy, this may manifest in aggression with criminal acts, which is characteristic of
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antisocial personality disorder. When the susceptibility is associated with psychotic
impairment, aggression may be manifested in highly deviant behavior, like murder or
serial killing. While the great majority of persons with schizophrenia do not commit
violent acts, clinicians suggest that some schizophrenics may pose a risk in the
community, particularly those patients with co-occurring substance abuse diagnoses,
those who are noncompliant with prescribed psychiatric treatment, and those with a
history of frequent relapses resulting in hospitalization or arrest. Episodic violence and
aggression often accompany dementia. When coupled with emotional dysregulation,
impulsive aggression often occurs in an interpersonal context, as in borderline personality
disorder. However, the most common comorbidity is the substance abuse disorder, which
contributes to both the cognitive distortions and disinhibition associated with the
substance use. According to the biological data, aggression seems to emerge when the
drive of limbic-mediated affective prefrontal response to provocative producing stimuli is
insufficiently constrained by inhibition. Thus, excessive reactivity in the amygdale,
coupled with inadequate prefrontal regulation, increase the possibility of aggressive
behavior. The PET/SPECT studies focusing on schizophrenia have shown reduced
activity in fronto-temoral circuitry. The fMRI studies concord with the hypothesis that
among violent persons with schizophrenia, those with sociopathetic features and/or
substance abuse constitute a highly different subgroup, in which cognitive, neurological
and behavioral patterns are more closely associated with the personality traits than
schizophrenia. It is known that serotonin facilitates prefrontal inhibition and insufficient
serotonergic activity may increase aggression levels. Gabaminergic activity reduce
subcortical reactivity, and thus reduced gabaminergic activity may increase aggression. In
addition, agonism of 5-HT2A receptor may increase impulsivity levels, while 5-HT2C
receptor agonism may decrease it. An imbalance between these receptors with increased
serotonergic activity at the S-HTJA receptor and decreased 5-HT2C receptor sensitivity
may increase the possibility of aggression. Fluoxetine may reserve this pattern by
increasing presynaptic availability, decreasing 5-HT2A binding and enhancing signal at
5-HT2C receptors. Similarly, atypical antipsychotics, which in parallel with the D2
antagonism have a prominent 5-HT2A receptor antagonism, manifest significant
antiaggressive properties. In addition mood stabilizers, affecting
glutamatergic/gabaminergic balance, serve to the reduction of impulsive aggression,
while lithium manifests positive effect on both suicidality and impulsive aggression.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Introduction: Among recreational drug users, there is a new wave of designer drugs being
marketed as "bath salts" and "plant food," which mimic the effects of
cocaine/amphetamines and ecstasy (MDMA [3, 4methylenedioxy-N-methamphetamine]). Presented is the case of a patient who snorted a
bath salt called Cristalius. Case presentation: A 22-year-old male Soldier was seen in an
emergency department for syncope, agitation, confusion, and tachycardia. He reported
snorting 1 g of Cristalius the night before. Significant labs included a creatine kinase of
668 U/L, serum creatinine of 1.35 mg/dL, and troponin of 0.516 ng/mL. His abnormal
labs trended to normal and a computed tomography coronary angiogram was
unremarkable. Discussion: The main ingredients postulated in these products are
mephedrone and a synthetic cathinone derivatives of the khat plant. The intended effects
include euphoria, empathic connection, mood enhancement, increased sensory perception,
with decreased inhibition. Unwanted sympathomimetic side effects include hypertension,
tachycardia, chest pain, diaphoresis, dilated pupils, seizures, bruxism, and headaches.
Neuropsychiatric symptoms include agitation, anxiety, paranoia, tremors, and insomnia.
Conclusion: No treatment guidelines currently exist for mephedrone or MDPV (3,
4-methylenedioxypyrovalerone) toxicity. If suspected, ensure adequate cardiac evaluation
is completed regardless of age. Appropriate supportive care and addressing any
complications is the primary treatment. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Efforts to prevent HIV transmission among substance-using populations have focused
primarily among injection drug users, which have produced measurable reductions in
HIV incidence and prevalence. By contrast, the majority of substances used worldwide
are administered by noninjectable means, and there is a dearth of HIV prevention
interventions that target noninjecting substance users. Increased surveillance of trends in
substance use, especially cocaine (including crack) and methamphetamine, in addition to
new and emerging substances (eg, synthetic cannabinoids, cathinones, and other
amphetamine analogs) are needed to develop and scale up effective and robust
interventions for populations at risk for HIV transmission via sexual behaviors related to
noninjection substance use. Strategies are needed that address unique challenges to HIV
prevention for substance users who are HIV infected and those who are HIV uninfected
and are at high risk. We propose a research agenda that prioritizes (1) combination
HIV-prevention strategies in substance users; (2) behavioral HIV prevention programs
that reduce sexual transmission behaviors in nontreatment seeking individuals; (3)
medical and/or behavioral treatments for substance abuse that reduce/eliminate
substance-related sexual transmission behaviors; and (4) structural interventions to reduce
HIV incidence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: The aims were to evaluate the accuracy of self-report of past-month
cannabis use in a representative sample of French military staff members and to evaluate
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the scale of the prevarication bias. Method: Data from three cross-sectional surveys
conducted between 2005 and 2008 (n = 3493) were used. The characteristics of
self-report (sensitivity, specificity, positive predictive value and negative predictive value)
were computed using tetrahydrocannabinol detection in urine as the reference. Results:
The prevalence for past-month cannabis use was 16.1% and for positive testing was
13.4%. The discriminant power of self-report was good, with an area under the receiver
operating characteristics curve 0.90. Specificity (94.5%) and negative predictive values
(97.8%) were good, but sensitivity (85.7%) and positive predictive values (70.4%) were
lower. The lowest sensitivity values were observed in the higher categories of personnel
and in the Navy, which could reflect some prevarication in these sub-populations who
might believe they were more exposed to sanctions if detected. Conclusions: Despite
certain limitations of urine analysis as a reference, because of its poor detection of
occasional users, our study is in favour of good accuracy of self-reported data on cannabis
use, even among the military. However, our results, derived from a population study, do
not enable any assumptions on the validity of self-reported data collected during
individual testing procedures for the purpose of improving occupational safety.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Social inequalities in substance use have been well-documented; however,
the impact of changes in socio-economic position from childhood to adulthood is unclear.
We examined the relationship between intergenerational trajectories of social position and
tobacco and cannabis use among young adults. Methods: Data come from 1103
participants (mean age: 28.9 years) of the Trajectoires Epidemiologiques en Population
(TEMPO) study and their parents, participants of the GAZEL study, France. Multinomial
regression analyses were used to examine associations between lifecourse socio-economic
position (SEP) assessed using the parent's reports of family income (1989 and 2002) and
the participant's educational attainment, occupational grade and job stability in 2009, with
self-reported tobacco and cannabis use in 2009. Results: Compared with participants with
stable intermediate/high SEP, those with stable low SEP and those with declining SEP
were more likely to use tobacco (age- and sex-adjusted ORs = 2.03 and 2.26). Participants
who experienced declining SEP were also disproportionately likely to use and abuse
cannabis (adjusted ORs = 2.22 and 2.73). Associations remained significant after
adjusting for family (parental smoking, alcohol use, ill health, unemployment, depression
and divorce) and individual (early tobacco and cannabis use, academic difficulties,
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juvenile internalizing and externalizing problems) risk factors. Conclusions:
Cross-sectional studies indicate social inequalities in substance use. Our longitudinal
findings suggest that individuals who experienced declining SEP from childhood to
adulthood may be twice as likely to use tobacco and cannabis compared with individuals
with a stable/high trajectory. Interventions targeting substance abuse should take into
account lifecourse determinants including the interplay between individuals'
socio-economic origins and later attainment. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Background: Behavioural, material and psychosocial risk factors may explain educational
inequalities in general health. To what extent these risk factors have similar or different
contributions to educational inequalities in mental health is unknown. Methods: Data
were derived from the Norwegian Survey of Level of Living from 2005, comprising 5791
respondents aged > 25 years. The study objectives were addressed by means of a series of
logistic regression analyses in which we examined: (i) educational inequalities in
self-reported general and mental health; (ii) the associations between behavioural,
material and psychosocial risk factors and general and mental health, controlled for sex,
age and education; and (iii) the contribution of risk factors to the observed health
gradients. Results: The lower educated were more likely to be in poor health [odds ratio
(OR): 3.46 (95% confidence interval, CI: 2.84-4.21)] and to be in poor mental health
[OR: 1.41 (95% CI: 1.12-1.78)] than the highest educated. The joint contribution of
behavioural, material and psychosocial risk factors explained all the variations of mental
health inequalities, whereas these were able to explain ~ 40% of the inequalities in
general health. Both behavioural and material risk factors contributed substantially to the
explanation of general and mental health inequalities, whereas the psychosocial risk
factor (i.e. having close persons to communicate with) only seemed to make a larger
difference for the explanation of mental health inequalities. Conclusion: Policies and
interventions to reduce health inequalities should have a broad focus. Combined strategies
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should be applied to improve physical activity, decrease smoking and improve material
and psychosocial conditions among lower educated groups, to achieve the true potential
of reducing inequalities in both general and mental health. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

This column discusses the special responsibility of the health professionals as
non-smoking role models. Doctors need to be health role models because they are health
role models. The health professionals can only deviate from what is normal if necessary
to be a good doctor. Doctors are allowed to touch people, ask them intimate questions and
even cut them. The health professional as health professional is measured along the
yardstick of what is commonly known as healthy behavior. Health professionals should
not smoke when acting as health professionals. They will need help and a supporting
environment to change their behavior. When that environment discourages smoking and a
culture of non-smoking is normative, health professionals who address their patients'
cigarette addiction will be seen as self-evident, even though they might struggle
themselves. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Objectives. From 1983 to 2008, the incidence of methamphetamine abuse and
dependence (MA) presenting at hospitals in California increased 13- fold. We assessed
whether this growth could be characterized as a drug epidemic. Methods. We geocoded
MA discharges to residential zip codes from 1995 through 2008. We related discharges to
population and environmental characteristics using Bayesian Poisson conditional
autoregressive models, correcting for small area effects and spatial misalignment and
enabling an assessment of contagion between areas. Results. MA incidence increased
exponentially in 3 phases interrupted by implementation of laws limiting access to
methamphetamine precursors. MA growth from 1999 through 2008 was 17% per year.
MA was greatest in areas with larger White or Hispanic low-income populations, small
household sizes, and good connections to highway systems. Spatial misalignment was a
source of bias in estimated effects. Spatial autocorrelation was substantial, accounting for
approximately 80% of error variance in the model. Conclusions. From 1995 through
2008, MA exhibited signs of growth and spatial spread characteristic of drug epidemics,
spreading most rapidly through low-income White and Hispanic populations living
outside dense urban areas. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Excessive alcohol consumption constitutes a global health problem, and despite
increasing efforts to promote safe drinking, spending on alcohol advertising far outweighs
spending on safe-drinking messages. Twitter represents a new channel for social
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marketing, but its use to promote safe drinking has not been examined. In this study, six
Twitter accounts maintained by advocates of safe drinking and/or abstinence were
compared with six accounts maintained by alcohol companies using a mixed-method
design. The Twitter accounts of alcohol companies were followed by more people, and
their tweets were more likely to use interactive features such as hashtags, to be forwarded
to others, and to be associated with positive stimuli, suggesting greater interactivity and
influence than prohealth Twitter messages. The results suggest social marketers may
benefit from adopting the practices of for-profit marketers to increase the visibility of,
engagement with, and influence of their tweets. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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98. Stigma and substance use disorders: Research, implications, and potential solutions.
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) This chapter reviews recent research on perception of individuals with
substance use disorders. Such research indicates ongoing stigma toward individuals with
substance use disorders, which is often even greater than stigma toward individuals with
other difficulties, and which might continue even when people have stopped using
substances. This chapter provides definitions of stigma, and reviews the common themes
found in research. The negative implications of stigma will also be addressed. Finally, this
chapter addresses resources and methods that may help treatment providers to decrease
stigma, help individuals with substance use disorders prepare for potential stigma, and
help the public at large to decrease stigma. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA,
all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Control of attention is a key mechanism underlying behavior
regulation. This chapter details the aspects of attention, language, and movement
functions in terms of their underlying brain activity that covary with the chronic use of
cannabis throughout adolescence. We compare task performance and brain activation
differences in tasks involving attention, language, and movement between young adults
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with a history of chronic cannabis use during adolescence and matched non-user control
subjects. Two tasks were used to activate attention networks: the Attention Network Task
(ANT) and the use generation task. In the ANT, subjects responded to a left- or
right-pointing central arrow which was surrounded by 4 arrows pointing in the same
(congruent condition: ->->->->->) or opposite (incongruent condition: ->-><-->->)
direction by pressing one of the two buttons under their left or right thumb. Other
conditions of ANT mapped alerting and orienting components of attention by using
central or peripheral cues preceding the target. Chronic users differ from control subjects
in showing poorer performance (longer reaction time and more errors) on tasks requiring
processing of incongruent stimuli reflecting the executive attention network, but not in
networks related to alerting or orienting components of attention in the ANT. Functional
MRI of brain activity shows stronger activation within the right prefrontal cortex in
chronic users compared to the control group specifically on ANT trials requiring
executive attention. The use generation task also reveals significantly stronger activation
of the same right prefrontal area in users compared to controls. These results suggest that
chronic cannabis users develop less efficient executive attention in conflict resolution
tasks, demanding more activation in the right prefrontal areas to resolve conflict. Aspects
of brain activity related to motor output (button press in the ANT) demonstrates that
chronic users seem to activate ipsilateral primary motor cortex as well in addition to the
expected strong contralateral primary motor cortex. Significantly stronger ipsilateral
primary motor cortex activation in cannabis users may indicate the presence of
pathological mirror movements, when the unintended hand passively mirrors the
movement of the intended hand. This developmentally normal phenomenon usually
disappears in childhood, and is considered developmental pathology if persists beyond the
age of 10. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Tobacco and alcohol companies face increasing pressure to prevent smoking and drinking
among underage consumers, reinforcing public policy initiatives designed to reduce youth
substance use. One approach targets parents to influence their child's behavior. However,
the extant literature remains unclear about whether childhood parenting strategies affect
children's behavior beyond early adolescence. To fill this void, this research develops an
integrative model of parental influence, specifying parenting strategies as antecedents,
self-esteem as mediator, and susceptibility to negative peer influence (SPI) and substance
use (smoking, and drinking) as socialization outcomes. The findings indicate that
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childhood parenting strategies impact smoking and drinking in the late teens, by reducing
susceptibility to negative peer influence, with self-esteem playing a critical mediating
role. These findings not only offer guidelines to social marketers and public policy
makers, but also provide new avenues for tobacco and alcohol marketers to be responsive
to recent federal laws and regulations, and enhance their corporate social responsibility.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) The chapter is divided into groups by different types of addictive
substances with particular respect to specific features pertaining to the potential risks of
the development of cognitive deficits associated with the use thereof. Considerably
greater attention is paid to some of the substances, as the users of such substances and the
consequences of using them are encountered more frequently in practice. For example,
this emphasis was applied for cannabis and MDMA ("ecstasy"), as these are substances
that have become very popular among adolescents and young adults, and there are no
signs of any major reversal of this tendency. Significant attention was also paid to the
group of stimulants whose risk in terms of cognitive deficits is unfortunately often
underestimated in practice, as opposed to the risk associated with opioid use, which,
conversely, is overestimated. A separate area of concern involves volatile substances
whose significant risks, including those to cognitive functions, are well known-the
professional community has been pointing this issue out-but these facts are not adequately
reflected in writings published in professional journals, nor in other messages. Finally, the
concluding section of the chapter deals with assessment methods and recommended
procedures for the identification and proposal of treatment and rehabilitation interventions
aimed at addressing cognitive deficits caused by addictive substance use. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Purpose: This study identified functioning, health, and social needs in jobseekers with
mental disorders independently assessed as having capacity to work and referred to
disability employment services. Differences in function between jobseekers with mental
illness alone and with additional drug and alcohol problems were examined with view to
identifying interventions for vocational rehabilitation. Method: A convenience sample of
116 jobseekers completed BASIS-32, CANSAS, AUDIT, DAST-10 and 6 items from the
EXIT interview and were divided into two groups: mental illness only, and additional
drug and alcohol issues (AUDIT total score >8 and/or DAST total score >3). Analysis of
variance was used to determine group differences. Results: Jobseekers reported
low-moderate problems with function. Over 40% of the sample reported unresolved
psychological distress, physical health needs, and social/daytime activity needs.
Thirty-five jobseekers (30%) had additional drug and alcohol problems and reported
significantly greater difficulty with impulsive/addictive behavior and poorer memory and
executive function than the mental illness only group. No significant differences were
identified in past work functioning. Conclusions: Screening all job seekers for
psychological, physical, and social needs to identify suitable treatment and rehabilitation
strategies and providing interventions that improve emotional regulation and executive
function for job seekers with additional drug and alcohol problems may improve
employability of job seekers accessing disability employment services. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Self-efficacy is associated with health behavior and medication adherence in persons
living with HIV infection (PLWH). This paper describes self-efficacy, medication
adherence, and quality of life (QOL), and it examines the relationships among these
variables in PLWH in China. A cross-sectional survey of 199 patients was completed
using the HIV Self-Efficacy Questionnaire and the QOL for Chinese HIV-Infected
Questionnaire. Medication adherence was measured through direct questioning of
pill-taking behavior. Results showed that self-efficacy for disease management was
moderate, with a mean score of 6.61. Of the 199 patients, 157 (78.9%) reported that
medication adherence was higher than 90%. The scores for dimensions of QOL ranged
from 33.1 to 81.4, with six dimensions lower than 60. Stepwise regression analyses
showed that self-efficacy, medication adherence, and drug use were significant predictors
of QOL. These results suggest a need for intervention programs to improve self-efficacy
and quality of life in Chinese PLWH. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2014 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

HIV-infected current and former drug users utilize primary care and preventive health
services at suboptimal rates, but little is known about how social support networks are
associated with health services use. We investigated the relationship between social
support networks and the use of specific types of health services by HIV-infected drug
users receiving methadone maintenance. We found that persons with greater social
support, in particular more social network members or more network members aware of
their HIV status, were more likely to use primary care services. In contrast, social support
networks were not related to emergency room or inpatient hospital use. Interventions that
build social support might improve coordinated and continuous health services utilization
by HIV-infected persons in outpatient drug treatment. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2014 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This article takes a critical look at the recent history of the concept of sex addiction, an
archetypal modern sexual invention. Sex addiction began as a 1980s product of late
twentieth-century cultural anxieties and has remained responsive to those tensions,
including its most recent iteration, "hypersexual disorder." Its success as a concept lay
with its medicalization, both as a self-help movement in terms of self-diagnosis, and as a
rapidly growing industry of therapists on hand to deal with the new disease. The media
has always played a role in its history, first with TV, the tabloids, and the case histories of
claimed celebrity victims all helping to popularize the concept, and then with the impact
of the internet. Though it is essentially mythical, creating a problem that need not exist,
sex addiction has to be taken seriously as a phenomenon. Rarely has a sociopsychological
discourse taken such a hold on the public imagination-and proven an influential concept
in academic circles too. We argue that this strange, short history of social opportunism,
diagnostic amorphism, therapeutic self-interest, and popular cultural endorsement is
marked by an essential social conservatism-sex addiction has become a convenient term
to describe disapproved sex. Sex addiction is a label without explanatory force.
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