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1. The anxious enjoyment of poverty: Drug addiction, panhandling, and the spaces of psychoanalysis.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2015,
vol./is. 75/7-A(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4209 (2015)

Author(s):

Proudfoot, Jesse

Institution:

Simon Fraser U., Canada

Language:

English

Abstract:

This dissertation draws on fieldwork with drug-using panhandlers and interviews with
social service providers to examine drug addiction and panhandling as social issues
significant to poor and gentrifying neighbourhoods. I provide ethnographic accounts of
both of these phenomena, beginning with drug users' experiences of Vancouver's current
harm reduction drug policy initiatives, such as the Insite supervised injection site and
methadone treatment programmes. In the second half of the dissertation, I provide a
similar account of panhandling in the rapidly gentrifying Gastown area of the Downtown
Eastside. The dissertation draws on this empirical research to offer a social-theoretical
framework for understanding panhandling and drug addiction as social issues with the
capacity to provoke visceral, emotional reactions on the part of those who encounter them
and those who are charged with regulating them. Characterizing this reaction as one of
anxiety, I trace a series of anxieties which permeate discourses on panhandling and drug
addiction, from concerns with the pleasures of drug users to anxieties over what poor
people do with their money. The dissertation seeks to resolve paradoxes within both of
these social phenomena: How can we account for the anger, discomfort, and disgust that
are provoked in people by issues that affect them so little? How can we explain people's
implacability to drug policy that is so empirically sound? And how can we understand
people's anxieties with panhandling encounters when the amounts of money concerned
are so insignificant? Drawing a distinction between the manifest and latent content of
these anxieties, I use psychoanalysis to argue that they cannot be understood without
recourse to the unconscious. I argue that the discourses and public policy that concern
drug use and panhandling are subtended by unconscious anxieties about the fouissance
and the lack in the Other. Only when we consider the unconscious dimensions of these
social phenomena can we understand the visceral, emotional reactions that panhandling
and drug addiction regularly provoke. Keywords: Harm reduction; drug addiction;
panhandling (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Anxiety
*Drug Addiction
*Government Policy Making
*Harm Reduction
Pleasure
Poverty

Source:

PsycINFO

2. Online games as a medium of cultural communication: An ethnographic study of socio-technical transformation.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2015,
vol./is. 75/7-A(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4209 (2015)

Author(s):

Chee, Florence M

Institution:

Simon Fraser U., Canada

Language:

English

Abstract:

"Online games as a medium of cultural communication: An ethnographic study of
socio-technical transformation." This dissertation explores the place and meaning of
online games in everyday life. In South Korea, online games are a prominent part of
popular culture and this medium has come under public criticism for various societal ills,
such as Internet addiction and a hopeless dependence upon online games. Humanistic
accounts of Information-Communication Technology (ICT) usage are still a minority
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body of research. All too often, studies of engagement with technology reduce questions
to their basic variables and social aspects are omitted in the name of science. Exactly how
has it come to pass that online games have come to occupy such a prominent place in the
media ecology in South Korea and yet not been replicated in other national contexts? The
first chapter discusses addiction as it pertains to online games and suggest some scholarly
support for the viewpoint that the rhetoric surrounding a biomedical interpretation of
online game addiction may not be the most appropriate way to address problems that have
been typically laid at the feet of online gaming (or any other new form of media). The
second chapter transitions into discussing my rationale for approaching South Korea as a
fieldsite, the ethnographic methodology employed, and how this examination of online
games is a particularly illustrative case of the profound role played by culture, social
structure, infrastructure, and policy in audience reception. The third chapter on the rise of
Korean gaming delves into the foundational aspects of Korean social history and culture
that I assert set the stage for the present new media scene in South Korea. The fourth
chapter explores what games mean in the lives of Korean youth according to the
ethnographic data I have been collecting during research stays in 2004, 2008/2009, and
2010, having analyzed the emergent practices involved in online game activity. The last
chapter examines the Korean games industry and the role it has to play in the upward
mobility of young Koreans. Overall, this dissertation examines the contextual factors of
South Korea, in which a medium of communication can begin to be understood within the
porous boundaries of its national circumstances and sociotechnical transformation.
Keywords: Games; Ethnography; Korea; Addiction; Sociotechnical; Media;
Anthropology; Communication; Culture; Social Structure; Infrastructure; Policy.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:
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*Internet Addiction
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Source:

PsycINFO

3. Core brain networks interactions and cognitive control in internet gaming disorder individuals in late
adolescence/early adulthood.

Citation:

Brain Structure & Function, January 2015(No Pagination Specified),
1863-2653;1863-2661 (Jan 9, 2015)

Author(s):

Yuan, Kai; Qin, Wei; Yu, Dahua; Bi, Yanzhi; Xing, Lihong; Jin, Chenwang; Tian, Jie

Correspondence Address:

Qin, Wei: School of Life Science and Technology, Xidian University, Xi'an, China,
710071, chinwei628@gmail.com

Institution:

School of Life Science and Technology, Xidian University, Xi'an, China; School of Life
Science and Technology, Xidian University, Xi'an, China; Information Processing
Laboratory, School of Information Engineering, Inner Mongolia University of Science
and Technology, Baotou, China; School of Life Science and Technology, Xidian
University, Xi'an, China; School of Life Science and Technology, Xidian University,
Xi'an, China; Department of Medical Imaging, the First Affiliated Hospital of Medical
College, Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi'an, China; School of Life Science and Technology,
Xidian University, Xi'an, China

Abstract:

Regardless of whether it is conceptualized as a behavioral addiction or an impulse-control
disorder, internet gaming disorder (IGD) has been speculated to be associated with
impaired cognitive control. Efficient cognitive behavior involves the coordinated activity
of large-scale brain networks, however, whether the interactions among these networks
during resting state modulated cognitive control behavior in IGD adolescents remain
unclear. Twenty-eight IGD adolescents and twenty-five age-, gender-, and
education-matched healthy controls participated in our study. Stroop color-word task was
conducted to evaluate the cognitive control deficits in IGD adolescents. Functional
connectivity and Granger Causal Analysis were employed to investigate the functional
and effective connections within and between the salience, central executive, and default
mode networks. Meanwhile, diffusion tensor imaging was used to assess the structural

Page 7

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

integrity of abnormal network connections. The abnormal functional connectivity within
central executive networks and effective connectivity within salience network in IGD
adolescents were detected. Moreover, the inefficient interactions between these two brain
networks were observed. In addition, we identified reduced fractional anisotropy in
salience network, right central executive network tracts, and between-network (the
anterior cingulate cortex-right dorsolateral prefrontal cortex tracts) pathways in IGD
individuals. Notably, we observed a significant correlation between the effective and
structural connection from salience network to central executive network and the number
of errors during incongruent condition in Stroop task in both IGD and control subjects.
Our results suggested that impaired cognitive control in IGD adolescents is likely to be
mediated through the abnormal interactions and structural connection between intrinsic
large-scale brain networks. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg; YEAR: 2015

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO

4. Memory impairment and alterations in prefrontal cortex gamma band activity following methamphetamine
sensitization.

Citation:

Psychopharmacology, January 2015(No Pagination Specified), 0033-3158;1432-2072
(Jan 10, 2015)

Author(s):

Janetsian, Sarine S; Linsenbardt, David N; Lapish, Christopher C

Correspondence Address:

Janetsian, Sarine S.: Department of Psychology, Indiana University-Purdue University
Indianapolis, 402 N. Blackford, LD 124, Indianapolis, IN, US, 46202, sjanetsi@iupui.edu

Institution:

Department of Psychology, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis,
Indianapolis, IN, US; Department of Psychology, Indiana University-Purdue University
Indianapolis, Indianapolis, IN, US; Department of Psychology, Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis, Indianapolis, IN, US

Abstract:

Rationale: Repeated methamphetamine (MA) use leads to increases in the incentive
motivational properties of the drug as well as cognitive impairments. These behavioral
alterations persist for some time following abstinence, and neuroadaptations in the
structure and function of the prefrontal cortex (PFC) are particularly important for their
expression. However, there is a weak understanding of the changes in neural firing and
oscillatory activity in the PFC evoked by repeated drug use, thus complicating the
development of novel treatment strategies for addiction.Objectives: The purpose of the
current study was to assess changes in cognitive and brain function following MA
sensitization.Methods: Sensitization was induced in rats, then temporal and recognition
memory were assessed after 1 or 30 days of abstinence. Electrophysiological recordings
from the medial PFC were also acquired from rats whereupon simultaneous measures of
oscillatory and spiking activity were examined.Results: Impaired temporal memory was
observed after 1 and 30 days of abstinence. However, recognition memory was only
impaired after 1 day of abstinence. An injection of MA profoundly decreased neuronal
firing rate and the anesthesia-induced slow oscillation (SO) in both sensitized (SENS) and
control (CTRL) rats. Strong correlations were observed between the SO and gamma band
power, which was altered in SENS animals. A decrease in the number of neurons
phase-locked to the gamma oscillation was also observed in SENS animals.Conclusions:
The changes observed in PFC function may play an integral role in the expression of the
altered behavioral phenotype evoked by MA sensitization. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg; YEAR: 2015

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO
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5. "nothing is free": A qualitative study of sex trading among methamphetamine users in cape town, south africa.

Citation:

Archives of Sexual Behavior, January 2015(No Pagination Specified),
0004-0002;1573-2800 (Jan 8, 2015)

Author(s):

Watt, Melissa H; Kimani, Stephen M; Skinner, Donald; Meade, Christina S

Correspondence Address:

Watt, Melissa H.: Duke Global Health Institute, Duke University, Duke Box 90519,
Durham, NC, US, 27708, melissa.watt@duke.edu

Institution:

Duke Global Health Institute, Duke University, Durham, NC, US; Duke Global Health
Institute, Duke University, Durham, NC, US; Faculty of Health Sciences, Stellenbosch
University, Tygerberg, South Africa; Duke Global Health Institute, Duke University,
Durham, NC, US

Abstract:

South Africa is facing an established epidemic of methamphetamine, known locally as
"tik." Globally, methamphetamine has been linked to high rates of sexual risk behaviors,
including sex trading. The goal of this study was to qualitatively examine the experiences
of sex trading among methamphetamine users in Cape Town, South Africa. Individual
in-depth interviews were conducted with 30 active methamphetamine users (17 men and
13 women) recruited from the community. Interviews were conducted in local languages
using a semi-structured guide that included questions on sex trading experiences and
perceptions of sex trading among methamphetamine users. Interviews were
audio-recorded, transcribed, and analyzed using analytic memos and coding with constant
comparison techniques. The data revealed that in a setting of high levels of addiction and
poverty, sex was an important commodity for acquiring methamphetamine. Women were
more likely to use sex to acquire methamphetamine, but men reported opportunistic cases
of trading sex for methamphetamine. Four models of sex trading emerged: negotiated
exchange, implicit exchange, relationships based on resources, and facilitating sex
exchange for others. The expectation of sex trading created a context in which sexual
violence against female methamphetamine users was common. Multiple sexual partners
and inconsistent condom use in acts of sex trading put methamphetamine users at high
risk of HIV. Interventions in this setting should address addiction, which is the primary
driver of sex trading among methamphetamine users. Harm reduction interventions may
include education about HIV and other sexually transmitted infections, availability of
condoms and HIV testing, and sexual violence prevention. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Springer Science+Business Media New York; YEAR: 2014

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO

6. Amphetamine self-administration and dopamine function: Assessment of gene x environment interactions in lewis
and fischer 344 rats.

Citation:

Psychopharmacology, January 2015(No Pagination Specified), 0033-3158;1432-2072
(Jan 9, 2015)

Author(s):

Meyer, Andrew C; Bardo, Michael T

Correspondence Address:

Meyer, Andrew C.: Department of Psychiatry, University of Vermont, UHC-SATC Room
1415, 1 So. Prospect Street, Burlington, VT, US, 05401, acmeyer@uvm.edu

Institution:

Department of Psychiatry, University of Vermont, Burlington, VT, US; Department of
Psychology, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY, US

Abstract:

Rationale: Previous research suggests both genetic and environmental influences on
substance abuse vulnerability.Objectives: The current work sought to investigate the
interaction of genes and environment on the acquisition of amphetamine
self-administration as well as amphetamine-stimulated dopamine (DA) release in nucleus
accumbens shell using in vivo microdialysis.Methods: Inbred Lewis (LEW) and Fischer
(F344) rat strains were raised in either an enriched condition (EC), social condition (SC),
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or isolated condition (IC). Acquisition of amphetamine self-administration (0.1
mg/kg/infusion) was determined across an incrementing daily fixed ratio (FR) schedule.
In a separate cohort of rats, extracellular DA and the metabolite
3,4-dihydroxyphenylacetic acid (DOPAC) were measured in the nucleus accumbens shell
following an acute amphetamine injection (1 mg/kg).Results: "Addiction-prone" LEW
rats had greater acquisition of amphetamine self-administration on a FR1 schedule
compared to "addiction-resistant" F344 rats when raised in the SC environment. These
genetic differences were negated in both the EC and IC environments, with enrichment
buffering against self-administration and isolation enhancing self-administration in both
strains. On a FR5 schedule, the isolation-induced increase in amphetamine
self-administration was greater in F344 than LEW rats. While no group differences were
obtained in extracellular DA, gene x environment differences were obtained in
extracellular levels of the metabolite DOPAC. In IC rats only, LEW rats showed
attenuation in the amphetamine-induced decrease in DOPAC compared to F344 rats. IC
LEW rats also had an attenuated DOPAC response to amphetamine compared to EC LEW
rats.Conclusions: The current results demonstrate gene x environment interactions in
amphetamine self-administration and amphetamine-induced changes in extracellular
DOPAC in nucleus accumbens (NAc) shell. However, the behavioral and neurochemical
differences were not related directly, indicating that mechanisms independent of DA
metabolism in NAc shell likely mediate the gene x environment effects in amphetamine
self-administration. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg; YEAR: 2015

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO

7. Monetary discounting and ventral striatal dopamine receptor availability in nontreatment-seeking alcoholics and
social drinkers.

Citation:

Psychopharmacology, January 2015(No Pagination Specified), 0033-3158;1432-2072
(Jan 7, 2015)

Author(s):

Oberlin, Brandon G; Albrecht, Daniel S; Herring, Christine M; Walters, James W; Hile,
Karen L; Kareken, David A; Yoder, Karmen K

Correspondence Address:

Yoder, Karmen K.: Department of Radiology and Imaging Sciences, Indiana University
School of Medicine (IUSOM), 950 W Walnut St., R2 E124, Indianapolis, IN, US, 46202,
kkyoder@iupui.edu

Institution:

Indiana University Center for Neuroimaging, Indianapolis, IN, US; Indiana University
Center for Neuroimaging, Indianapolis, IN, US; Indiana University Center for
Neuroimaging, Indianapolis, IN, US; Indiana University Center for Neuroimaging,
Indianapolis, IN, US; Indiana University Center for Neuroimaging, Indianapolis, IN, US;
Indiana University Center for Neuroimaging, Indianapolis, IN, US; Indiana University
Center for Neuroimaging, Indianapolis, IN, US

Abstract:

Rationale: Dopamine (DA) in the ventral striatum (VST) has long been implicated in
addiction pathologies, yet its role in temporal decision-making is not
well-understood.Objectives: To determine if VST DA D2 receptor availability
corresponds with greater impulsive choice in both nontreatment-seeking alcoholics (NTS)
and social drinkers (SD).Methods: NTS subjects (n = 10) and SD (n = 13) received PET
scans at baseline with the D2/D3 radioligand [11C]raclopride (RAC). Outside the scanner,
subjects performed a delay discounting procedure with monetary rewards. RAC binding
potential (BPND) was estimated voxelwise, and correlations were performed to test for
relationships between VST BPND and delay discounting performance. Self-reported
impulsivity was also tested for correlations with BPND.Results: Across all subjects,
greater impulsive choice for $20 correlated with lower BPND in the right VST. NTS
showed greater impulsive choice than SD and were more impulsive by self-report. Across
all subjects, the capacity of larger rewards to reduce impulsive choice (the magnitude
effect) correlated negatively (p = 0.028) with problematic alcohol use (AUDIT) scores.
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Self-reported impulsivity did not correlate with BPND in VST.Conclusions: Preference
for immediate reinforcement may reflect greater endogenous striatal DA or lower D2
number, or both. Alcoholic status did not mediate significant effects on VST BPND,
suggesting minimal effects from alcohol exposure. The apparent lack of BPND
correlation with self-reported impulsivity highlights the need for objective behavioral
assays in the study of the neurochemical substrates of behavior. Finally, our results
suggest that the magnitude effect may be more sensitive to alcohol-induced problems than
single discounting measures. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg; YEAR: 2015

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO

8. Animal models to assess the abuse liability of tobacco products: Effects of smokeless tobacco extracts on
intracranial self-stimulation.
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Author(s):
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Subhrakanti; Vogel, Rachel Isaksson; LeSage, Mark G

Abstract:

BACKGROUND: Preclinical models are needed to inform regulation of tobacco products
by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Typically, animal models of tobacco
addiction involve exposure to nicotine alone or nicotine combined with isolated tobacco
constituents (e.g. minor alkaloids). The goal of this study was to develop a model using
extracts derived from tobacco products that contain a range of tobacco constituents to
more closely model product exposure in humans. METHODS: This study compared the
addiction-related effects of nicotine alone and nicotine dose-equivalent concentrations of
aqueous smokeless tobacco extracts on intracranial self-stimulation (ICSS) in rats.
Extracts were prepared from Kodiak Wintergreen, a conventional product, or Camel Snus,
a potential "modified risk tobacco product". Binding affinities of nicotine alone and
extracts at various nicotinic acetylcholine receptor (nAChR) subtypes were also
compared. RESULTS: Kodiak and Camel Snus extracts contained levels of minor
alkaloids within the range of those shown to enhance nicotine's behavioral effects when
studied in isolation. Nonetheless, acute injection of both extracts produced
reinforcement-enhancing (ICSS threshold-decreasing) effects similar to those of nicotine
alone at low to moderate nicotine doses, as well as similar
reinforcement-attenuating/aversive (ICSS threshold-increasing) effects at high nicotine
doses. Extracts and nicotine alone also had similar binding affinity at all nAChRs studied.
CONCLUSIONS: Relative nicotine content is the primary pharmacological determinant
of the abuse liability of Kodiak and Camel Snus as measured using ICSS. These models
may be useful to compare the relative abuse liability of other tobacco products and to
model FDA-mandated changes in product performance standards. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal
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PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available from Elsevier in Drug and Alcohol Dependence

9. Cognitive manifestations of drinking-smoking associations: Preliminary findings with a cross-primed stroop task.

Citation:

Drug and Alcohol Dependence, December 2014(No Pagination Specified), 0376-8716
(Dec 18, 2014)

Author(s):

Oliver, Jason A; Drobes, David J

Page 11

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

Abstract:

BACKGROUND: Despite tremendous growth in research examining the role of cognitive
bias in addictive behaviors, scant consideration has been paid to the close association
between smoking and drinking behavior. This study sought to determine whether an
association between smoking and drinking could be observed at an implicit level using a
novel cognitive bias task, as well as characterize the relationship between performance on
this task and clinically relevant variables (i.e., heaviness of use/dependence). METHODS:
Individuals (N=51) with a range of smoking and drinking patterns completed a modified
Stroop task in which participants identified the color of drinking, smoking and neutral
words that were each preceded by drinking, smoking or neutral picture primes.
Participants also provided information regarding the heaviness of their smoking and
drinking behavior and completed self-report measures of alcohol and nicotine
dependence. RESULTS: Response times to smoking and drinking words were
significantly slowed following the presentation of either smoking or drinking picture
primes. This effect did not differ across subgroups. However, the strength of the coupling
between smoking and drinking prime effects was greater among heavier drinkers, who
also exhibited a concordant looser coupling of the effects of smoking and drinking primes
on smoking words. CONCLUSIONS: Associations between smoking and drinking can be
observed at an implicit level and may be strongest for heavier drinkers. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal
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10. Dependence levels in users of electronic cigarettes, nicotine gums and tobacco cigarettes.
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Drug and Alcohol Dependence, December 2014(No Pagination Specified), 0376-8716
(Dec 18, 2014)

Author(s):

Etter, Jean-Francois; Eissenberg, Thomas

Abstract:

OBJECTIVE: To assess dependence levels in users of e-cigarettes, and compare them
with dependence levels in users of nicotine gums and tobacco cigarettes. DESIGN:
Self-reports from cross-sectional Internet and mail surveys. Comparisons of: (a) 766 daily
users of nicotine-containing e-cigarettes with 30 daily users of nicotine-free e-cigarettes;
(b) 911 former smokers who used the e-cigarette daily with 451 former smokers who used
the nicotine gum daily (but no e-cigarette); (c) 125 daily e-cigarette users who smoked
daily (dual users) with two samples of daily smokers who did not use e-cigarettes (2206
enrolled on the Internet and 292 enrolled by mail from the general population of Geneva).
We used the Fagerstrom test for nicotine dependence, the nicotine dependence syndrome
scale, the cigarette dependence scale and versions of these scales adapted for e-cigarettes
and nicotine gums. RESULTS: Dependence ratings were slightly higher in users of
nicotine-containing e-cigarettes than in users of nicotine-free e-cigarettes. In former
smokers, long-term (>3 months) users of e-cigarettes were less dependent on e-cigarettes
than long-term users of the nicotine gum were dependent on the gum. There were few
differences in dependence ratings between short-term (<3 months) users of gums or
e-cigarettes. Dependence on e-cigarettes was generally lower in dual users than
dependence on tobacco cigarettes in the two other samples of daily smokers.
CONCLUSIONS: Some e-cigarette users were dependent on nicotine-containing
e-cigarettes, but these products were less addictive than tobacco cigarettes. E-cigarettes
may be as or less addictive than nicotine gums, which themselves are not very addictive.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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11. Assessment of in vivo microstructure alterations in gray matter using DKI in internet gaming addiction.
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English

Abstract:

Background: The aim of the current study was to investigate the utility of diffusional
kurtosis imaging (DKI) in the detection of gray matter (GM) alterations in people
suffering from Internet Gaming Addiction (IGA). Methods: DKI was applied to 18
subjects with IGA and to 21 healthy controls (HC). Whole-brain voxel-based analyses
were performed with the following derived parameters: mean kurtosis metrics (MK),
radial kurtosis (K), and axial kurtosis (K//). A significance threshold was set at P <0.05,
AlphaSim corrected. Pearson's correlation was performed to investigate the correlations
between the Chen Internet Addiction Scale (CIAS) and the DKI-derived metrics of
regions that differed between groups. Additionally, we used voxel-based morphometry
(VBM) to detect GM-volume differences between the two groups.Results: Compared
with the HC group, the IGA group demonstrated diffusional kurtosis parameters that were
significantly less in GM of the right anterolateral cerebellum, right inferior and superior
temporal gyri, right supplementary motor area, middle occipital gyrus, right precuneus,
postcentral gyrus, right inferior frontal gyrus, left lateral lingual gyrus, left paracentral
lobule, left anterior cingulate cortex, and median cingulate cortex. The bilateral fusiform
gyrus, insula, posterior cingulate cortex (PCC), and thalamus also exhibited less
diffusional kurtosis in the IGA group. MK in the left PCC and K in the right PCC were
positively correlated with CIAS scores. VBM showed that IGA subjects had higher GM
volume in the right inferior and middle temporal gyri, and right parahippocampal gyrus,
and lower GM volume in the left precentral gyrus. Conclusions: The lower diffusional
kurtosis parameters in IGA suggest multiple differences in brain microstructure, which
may contribute to the underlying pathophysiology of IGA. DKI may provide sensitive
imaging biomarkers for assessing IGA severity. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:
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original work is properly credited. The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication
waiver (http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/) applies to the data made
available in this article, unless otherwise stated.; HOLDER: Sun et al.; licensee BioMed
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Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Games
*Internet Addiction
*Gray Matter

Page 13

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

White Matter
Cingulate Cortex
Source:

PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available from BioMedCentral in Behavioral and Brain Functions
Available from ProQuest in Behavioral and Brain Functions; Note: ; Collection notes: If
asked to log in click "Athens Login" and then select "NHSEngland" in the drop down list
of institutions.
Available from National Library of Medicine in Behavioral and Brain Functions : BBF

12. Behavioral flexibility and response selection are impaired after limited exposure to oxycodone.
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Abstract:

Behavioral flexibility allows individuals to adapt to situations in which rewards and goals
change. Potentially addictive drugs may impair flexible decision-making by altering brain
mechanisms that compute reward expectancies, thereby facilitating maladaptive drug use.
To investigate this hypothesis, we tested the effects of oxycodone exposure on rats in two
complementary learning and memory tasks that engage distinct learning strategies and
neural circuits. Rats were trained first in either a spatial or a body-turn discrimination on a
radial maze. After initial training, rats were given oxycodone or vehicle injections in their
home cages for 5 d. Reversal learning was tested 36 h after the final drug exposure. We
hypothesized that if oxycodone impaired behavioral flexibility, then drug-exposed rats
should learn reversals more slowly than controls. Oxycodone exposure impaired spatial
reversal learning when reward contingencies changed rapidly, but not when they changed
slowly. During rapid reversals, oxycodone-exposed rats required more trials to reach
criterion, made more perseverative errors, and were more likely to make errors after
correct responses than controls. Oxycodone impaired body-turn reversal learning in
similar patterns. Limited exposure to oxycodone reduced behavioral flexibility when rats
were tested in a drug-free state, suggesting that impaired decision-making is an enduring
consequence of oxycodone exposure. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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13. Review of Teen voices: Tales from family therapy.
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Abstract:

Reviews the book, Teen Voices: Tales from Family Therapy by Maurizio Andolfi and
Ann Mascellani (2013). This is a 'must-read' book for anyone working with adolescents.
Most family therapists know how hard it is to engage adolescents who are brought to
therapy by their families. Despite this common difficulty, this book provides numerous
case studies which demonstrate the creative and innovative work of Maurizio Andolfi and
his unique methods at engaging adolescents in family therapy. This book covers the range
of presenting problems for which adolescents are traditionally brought to therapy:
violence, drug addiction, depression, eating disorders, family breakdown, educational
difficulties, suicide attempts, loss and grief, and so on. This book demonstrates the craft
of a master family therapist who is able to provide the theory behind his work and the
artistry of a clinician able to unlock the most difficult and rigid family systems. As
mentioned, this is one of those 'must-read' books, which provides a wealth of fascinating
clinical casework as well as thoughtful theoretical explanations by a creative master
family therapist and teacher of family therapy. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved)
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14. "Internet-delivered treatment for substance abuse: A multisite randomized controlled trial": Correction.
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Abstract:

Reports an error in "Internet-delivered treatment for substance abuse: A multisite
randomized controlled trial" by Aimee N. C. Campbell, Edward V. Nunes, Abigail G.
Matthews, Maxine Stitzer, Gloria M. Miele, Daniel Polsky, Eva Turrigiano, Scott Walters,
Erin A. McClure, Tiffany L. Kyle, Aimee Wahle, Paul Van Veldhuisen, Bruce Goldman,
Dean Babcock, Patricia Quinn Stabile, Theresa Winhusen and Udi E. Ghitza (The
American Journal of Psychiatry, 2014[Jun], Vol 171[6], 683-690). The authors report a
change to the criterion for "abstinence". (The following abstract of the original article
appeared in record 2014-23629-012). Objective: Computer-delivered interventions have
the potential to improve access to quality addiction treatment care. The objective of this
study was to evaluate the effectiveness of the Therapeutic Education System (TES), an
Internet-delivered behavioral intervention that includes motivational incentives, as a
clinician-extender in the treatment of substance use disorders. Method: Adult men and
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women (N = 507) entering 10 outpatient addiction treatment programs were randomly
assigned to receive 12 weeks of either treatment as usual (N = 252) or treatment as usual
plus TES, with the intervention substituting for about 2 hours of standard care per week
(N = 255). TES consists of 62 computerized interactive modules covering skills for
achieving and maintaining abstinence, plus prize-based motivational incentives
contingent on abstinence and treatment adherence. Treatment as usual consisted of
individual and group counseling at the participating programs. The primary outcome
measures were abstinence from drugs and heavy drinking (measured by twice-weekly
urine drug screens and self-report) and time to dropout from treatment. Results:
Compared with patients in the treatment-as-usual group, those in the TES group had a
lower dropout rate (hazard ratio = 0.72, 95% CI = 0.57, 0.92) and a greater abstinence
rate (odds ratio = 1.62, 95% CI = 1.12, 2.35). This effect was more pronounced among
patients who had a positive urine drug or breath alcohol screen at study entry (N = 228)
(odds ratio = 2.18, 95% CI = 1.30, 3.68). Conclusions: Internet-delivered interventions
such as TES have the potential to expand access and improve addiction treatment
outcomes. Additional research is needed to assess effectiveness in nonspecialty clinical
settings and to differentiate the effects of the community reinforcement approach and
contingency management components of TES. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved)
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15. The interactive role of distress tolerance and eating expectancies in bulimic symptoms among substance abusers.
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Abstract:

Difficulties tolerating distress and the expectancy that eating will relieve negative affect
have been linked with bulimic symptoms, which commonly co-occur with other forms of
psychopathology characterized by emotion dysregulation (e.g., substance abuse). Indeed,
problems with emotional functioning may be of particular relevance to bulimic symptoms
in at-risk populations with heightened emotion dysregulation (such as substance use
disorder patients). This study examined the interactive role of two emotion-related
constructs (distress tolerance and the expectancy that eating relieves negative affect) in
relation to bulimic symptoms among patients (N =93) recruited from a residential
substance abuse treatment facility. Participants completed the Bulimia Test-Revised, the
Positive and Negative Affect Schedule, the Distress Tolerance Scale, and the Eating
Expectancy Inventory. A hierarchical multiple regression analysis was conducted to
examine the main effects and interaction of distress tolerance and negative affect eating
expectancies in relation to bulimic symptoms, controlling for participant gender and
overall negative affect. Significant main effects were found for both distress tolerance and
negative affect eating expectancies, and these two constructs were found to significantly
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interact in the prediction of bulimic symptoms. Interventions that address these constructs
may be useful in treating those with bulimic symptoms, as well as those with co-occurring
bulimic symptoms and substance use disorders. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Different studies have described evidence for an association between leptin serum levels
and craving in alcohol dependent patients. As leptin expression is regulated by DNA
methylation we investigated changes of DNA methylation of the LEP gene promoter
region in alcohol dependent patients undergoing withdrawal. Results show that low
methylation status is associated with increasing serum leptin levels and elevation of
craving for alcohol in the referring patients group. These findings point towards a
pathophysiological relevance of changes in DNA methylation of the LEP gene promoter
region in alcohol dependence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: It is almost 50 years since the "new" drug problem appeared in Norway.
How have central authorities conceived of the drug problem during these 50 years? On
what have relevant policymaking and action been based? How has the government's
conceptions of the drug problem been expressed over the years? Data: White papers,
action plans, bills etc. Results: A review of the main policy documents shows how
Norway adopted strict penal measures from the outset, while recognizing at the same time
the need to apply an interdisciplinary approach to drug abuse and initiate various support
measures for drug users alongside the penal measures. In recent years, there has been an
increasing emphasis on seeing drug abuse as a health-related problem rather than one of
control. Substance abuse is today perceived more in terms of dependency or as a disease,
and harm reduction is increasingly seen as a pivotal aspect of policy. People with drug
problems were known until recently as substance abusers, though the preferred term today
is "drug dependents". Conclusions: As such, one could say, Norway seems to have
developed a "schizophrenic" view of the drug problem. On the one hand, the health
aspects of drug abuse are increasingly central to thinking, while on the other penalties for
drug offenses remain high. This health/penalty loop in turn seems to prevent the
government from softening its stance on penalties - even if such a move were considered
appropriate. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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18. Medicalisation of the social perspective: Changing conceptualisations of drug problems in Finnish social care and
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Citation:

Nordic Studies on Alcohol and Drugs, December 2014, vol./is. 31/5-6(551-568),
1458-6126 (Dec 2014)

Author(s):

Rosenqvist, Pia; Stenius, Kerstin
Page 18

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

Correspondence Address:

Rosenqvist, Pia, pia.franciska.rosenqvist@gmail.com

Institution:

Nordic Centre for Welfare and Social Issues, Sweden; National Institute for Health and
Welfare, Finland

Language:

English

Abstract:

Aims: Starting from the notion of the Finnish "non-medical approach" in the handling of
alcohol and drug problems, this article analyses expressions of the medicalisation of drug
problems and drug users in Finnish social work and specialised substance abuse
treatment. The article focuses on the first drug wave, in the 1960s, and the second, at the
end of the 1990s. Design: The data consists of all texts on illegal drugs found in the years
1968-1972 and 1997-2001 in two leading journals of social work, one from the social care
and social service field, the other issued by the key provider of specialist substance abuse
treatment. The texts were systematically analysed (author(s), problem descriptions,
suggested solutions, and words used for the problem and the drug user). Results: In both
periods, we found in the journals a social perspective on drugs and drug problems. There
is more emphasis on prevention and more optimism on the possibilities of prevention in
the first than in the second period. During the first period the call for medicine or medical
solutions are few and the medical voices rare. Medical expertise gets more space in both
journals in the second period. The predominant understanding of the problem changes
from drugs as part of a new youth culture, possibly an epidemic in the first period, to a
dependence/addiction in the second. The description of the user shifts from a young
person to a (marginalised) dependent or addict. The proposed solutions in the 1960s are
(youth focused) social policy and social change, while the 1990s solutions highlight
refined treatment and more specific interventions. The society seems difficult to change,
and so do the established institutions. Conclusions: The medicalisation of the Finnish
perspective on drugs in the 1990s is expressed through a narrowing of perspective on
illegal drugs as social problems. While present, the social perspective is impotent.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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19. Construction and handling of drug problems in Denmark from the 1870s to the 1980s.
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Abstract:

Aim: To present a historical account of how addiction has been conceptualized and
handled in Denmark from the 1870s to the 1980s. Design: Analytically the account is
inspired by elements from Michel Foucaults archeology of knowledge by focusing on
how established ways of thinking, talking and acting in relation to drugs and drug use
from time to time were challenged by changes with regard to which drugs were used, how
they were used and by whom they were used. Findings: The account is structured in four
parts that covers the dominating ways of conceptualizing and handling drug related
problems in four different periods. These periods are: (1) the era of 'chronic morphinism',
(2) the era of 'euphomania' and the emergence of drug use as a criminological issue, (3)
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the era of 'youth-euphomania' and (4) the emergence of harm reduction as a way to
conceptualize and handle drug related problems. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Aim: To analyse the Swedish drug question by examining dominant concepts used to
portray the problem in the years 1839-2011. Theoretically, we understand these concepts
as ideological tools that shape the political initiatives and administrative efforts to deal
with the problem. The study is based on two kinds of source material: articles in medical
journals from the years 1839-1964 and public reports on vagrancy, the alcohol problem,
mental health and the drug problem from the years 1882-2011. Findings: During the
nineteenth century and the first part of the twentieth century the drug problem remained
an individual problem handled by doctors. When the Swedish drug problem was
established as a political question from the 1960s on, it also came to disengage itself from
the medical frame of understanding. Medically oriented descriptions of "dependence" and
"addiction" have appeared adequate or attractive when, for example, the socially
motivated coercive treatment solution has been discredited (as in the 1970s), when there
has been a desire to connect with an internationally accepted terminology (as in the
1990s) or when a new organisational model with a stronger professional support has been
on the agenda (as in the 2010s). But otherwise the social problem description has called
for concepts that have more or less explicitly dissociated themselves from speculations in
physiological or psychological predispositions for substance abuse. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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21. The implication of the concept "nikotiiniriippuvuus" in the Finnish tobacco discussion.
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Abstract:

Background: We examined the Finnish concept of "nikotiiniriippuvuus" (nicotine
addiction or dependency in English) in two public arenas in recent Finnish history (1970s,
1990s and 2000s). One was the biggest daily newspaper Helsingin Sanomat, the other the
medical professional journal Laakarilehti. Data & Design: A total of 102 print press items
from the 1990s and the 2000s were collected through electronic archives with the search
word "nikotiiniriippuvuus". In addition, 41 texts were collected manually from the 1970s.
Results: Of the items from the 1970s, only three mentioned the concept of "riippuvuus".
Overall, we found that the use of "nikotiiniriippuvuus" has increased greatly over time. In
order to know more about the implications of this, we identified some themes as
meaning-making traits surrounding the concept in the materials. The analysis points to
four main meaning-making functions of the concept: i) agenda-setting, ii) introducing and
explaining self-governance techniques, iii) introducing a medical understanding, and iv),
mediating views on responsibility division. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Aim: To discuss how scientific confirmation of cigarette smoking as a major
contemporary drug problem during the 1980s was preceded by a rising tide of clinical and
pharmaceutical innovation dedicated to treating smoking as a problem of addiction.
Background: This current of innovation, commencing already in the 1950s, carried the
smokers' clinic and nicotine replacement therapies (NRTs) into the world, both of which
were originally invented and pioneered in Sweden. It is argued that both of these
inventions were vital for advancing the problematization of smoking as a matter of
nicotine addiction. While the British doctor Lennox Johnston is well-known for his early
attempts to demonstrate the reality of smoking as nicotine addiction through
auto-experimentation, the historical significance of Borje Ejrup's founding of the first
smokers' clinics in Stockholm in the late 1950s has not been widely commented upon.
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Attempting to remedy this situation, the rise and fall of Ejrup's clinics deploying lobeline
substitution therapy as a cure for 'nicotinism' is outlined in the main body of the paper.
Findings: Although the clinical treatment of smoking as addiction lost momentum during
the 1960s, the invention of Nicorette gum in southern Sweden at the end of the decade
provided renewed impetus. Commencing in Helsingborg and Lund in 1970, the smokers'
clinic and NRTs entered into the long-term service of each other; a new combination that
in just over a decade would succeed in propagating the reality of smoking as nicotine
addiction on to a global stage. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Addiction
*Nicotine
*Tobacco Smoking
Smoking Cessation

Source:

PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available from ProQuest in Nordic Studies on Alcohol and Drugs; Note: ; Collection
notes: If asked to log in click "Athens Login" and then select "NHSEngland" in the drop
down list of institutions.

23. Away with tobacco? On the early understandings of tobacco as a problem and the associated attempts at political
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Abstract:

Background: In the early 1900s, the industrialization of cigarette production rapidly
created the first major expansion in tobacco consumption in modern times. AIMS - This
article focuses on the "tobacco problem" as it was understood, debated and sought
governed in Norway around the time of the First World War. I identify various attempts to
define tobacco as a problem, including arguments put forward by the anti-tobacco
movement, the medical profession and politicians. How were health, moral-aesthetic and
economic conditions articulated and integrated in these arguments? What (if any)
addictive elements of smoking were in focus? I also discuss the association between
perceptions of the tobacco problem and political attempts to regulate it. There were
repeated calls for a state tobacco monopoly to be introduced and municipal licensing
system for the sale of cigarettes. Data: The data are sourced from the journals
Tobakskampen (The Tobacco Fight), the journal of the Norwegian medical association
and parliamentary documents. Findings: The findings suggest that a) to the extent tobacco
was perceived as a social problem, it was a moral one (vice), not a behavioural and
dependency problem, which alcohol was perceived to be at the time; b) proposals to
establish a tobacco monopoly were based on economic arguments only, and lacked any
firm connection to social issues, health and morality; and c) the anti-tobacco movement
was socially marginal and their commitment to the municipal licensing idea resulted in
large regional variations in public support, too large in fact for the idea to be effective.
Although the government did not introduce regulations in the 1920s, the industrialization
of cigarettes and subsequent developments in advertising caused a "moral panic" among
tobacco opponents and created the modern climate of opinion regarding tobacco.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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24. "Hard-to-define abstract concepts": Addiction terminology and the social handling of problematic substance use
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Abstract:

This editorial presents the discussion on addiction terminology and the social handling of
problematic substance use in Nordic societies. The articles in this issue analyze the
interplay between conceptualizations of problematic psychoactive substance use and its
social handling. The project which resulted in these articles set out to compare
conceptions of "problem use/misuse under the heading of crime, addiction, public
nuisance or similar conceptions". It is a sister project to one in the EU ALICE RAP
project, led by Virginia Berridge, on the history of addiction concepts in European
medical literatures. In Nordic traditions, initially for alcohol but later also for other drugs,
no very sharp line was drawn between habits and alcoholism or narcomania as a disease,
and there was little interest in defining the difference. The articles offer evidence that the
addiction concept had some currency in Nordic societies, although less than in
Anglophone societies, so that it generally was not an overall governing image.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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25. The prevalence of pathological gambling among college students: A meta-analytic synthesis, 2005-2013.
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Abstract:

The problem of gambling addiction can be especially noteworthy among college and
university students, many of whom have the resources, proximity, free time, and desire to
become involved in the myriad options of gambling now available. Although limited
attention has been paid specifically to college student gambling in the body of literature,
there have been two published meta-analyses estimating the prevalence of probable
pathological gambling among college students. This present study aims to be the third,
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presenting an up-to-date proportion of those students exhibiting gambling pathology, and
is the first to include international studies from outside the United States and Canada. The
purpose of this study was to use the most up-to-date meta-analytical procedures to
synthesize the rates of probable pathological gambling for college and university students
worldwide. A thorough literature review and coding procedure resulted in 19 independent
data estimates retrieved from 18 studies conducted between 2005 and 2013. To synthesize
the studies, a random effects model for meta-analysis was applied. The estimated
proportion of probable pathological gamblers among the over 13,000 college students
surveyed was computed at 10.23 %, considerably higher than either of the two previously
published meta-analyses, and more than double the rate reported in the first meta-analysis
of this type published in 1999. Implications and recommendations for future practice in
dealing with college students and gambling addiction are outlined and described for both
administrators and mental health professionals. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Problem gambling represents a significant public health problem, however, research on
effective gambling harm-minimisation measures lags behind other fields, including other
addictive disorders. In recognition of the need for consistency between international
jurisdictions and the importance of basing policy on empirical evidence, international
conventions exist for policy on alcohol, tobacco, and illegal substances. This paper
examines the evidence of best practice policies to provide recommendations for
international guidelines for harm-minimisation policy for gambling, including specific
consideration of the specific requirements for policies on Internet gambling. Evidence
indicates that many of the public health policies implemented for addictive substances can
be adapted to address gambling-related harms. Specifically, a minimum legal age of at
least 18 for gambling participation, licensing of gambling venues and activities with
responsible gambling and consumer protection strategies mandated, and brief
interventions should be available for those at-risk for and experiencing gambling-related
problems. However, there is mixed evidence on the effectiveness of limits on opening
hours and gambling venue density and increased taxation to minimise harms. Given
increases in trade globalisation and particularly the global nature of Internet gambling, it
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is recommended that jurisdictions take actions to harmonise gambling public health
policies. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The aim of this study was to investigate the development of mother-infant interaction
patterns from 3 to 12 months among three groups of mother-baby pairs recruited during
pregnancy: one group from residential substance abuse treatment (n = 28), a second group
from psychiatric outpatient treatment (n = 22), and a third group from well-baby clinics (n
= 30). The mother-infant interaction at 3 and 12 months was assessed by the Parent-Child
Early Relational Assessment (PCERA), which consists of maternal, child and dyadic
subscales (Clark, 2006). Linear mixed effects models were used to analyze group
differences and the changes in mother-infant interaction from 3 to 12 months. At 3
months, pairwise comparisons showed that the group with psychiatric problems had
significantly more difficulties in the mother-infant interaction than the two other groups.
The group with substance abuse problems was not significantly different from the two
other groups. At 12 months, the mother-infant pairs in the substance abuse group showed
significantly more relational disturbances than the non-clinical pairs, as well as a poorer
affective quality of interaction than the dyads in the group with psychiatric problems.
Analysis of change from 3 to 12 months showed that difficulties in the interaction
increased among the mother-baby pairs in the substance abuse group, while
improvements were displayed in the two other groups. These results underline that
mother-infant pairs at double risk due to maternal substance abuse and other non-optimal
factors, are in need for long-term follow up in order to prevent the development of
negative interactional patterns. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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28. Internet addiction prevalence and quality of (real) life: A meta-analysis of 31 nations across seven world regions.
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Abstract:

Internet addiction (IA) has emerged as a universal issue, but its international estimates
vary vastly. This multinational meta-analysis fills this gap by providing estimates of its
global prevalence. Two hypotheses were formulated to explain the cross-national
variations. The accessibility hypothesis predicts that IA prevalence is positively related to
Internet penetration rate and GDP per capita, whereas the quality of (real) life hypothesis
predicts that IA prevalence is inversely related to a global national index of life
satisfaction and specific national indices of environmental quality. Multiple search
strategies were used in an attempt to retrieve all empirical reports from 1996 to 2012 that
adopted the Young Diagnostic Questionnaire or Internet Addiction Test for assessing
generalized IA. The data set comprised 164 prevalence figures derived from 80 reports,
including 89,281 participants from 31 nations across seven world regions. A random
effects meta-analysis showed a global prevalence estimate of 6.0% [95% CI 5.1-6.9], with
moderate heterogeneity (I2 = 44%, p < 0.0001). The highest prevalence was in the Middle
East with 10.9% [95% CI 5.4-16.3], and the lowest was in Northern and Western Europe
with 2.6% [95% CI 1.0-4.1]. Moreover, IA prevalence was higher for nations with greater
traffic time consumption, pollution, and dissatisfaction with life in general. The
prevalence rate of IA varies across world regions. IA prevalence is inversely associated
with the quality of life, as reflected by both subjective (life satisfaction) and objective
(quality of environmental conditions) indicators. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

There is an ongoing debate in the literature whether problematic Internet use (PIU) and
problematic online gaming (POG) are two distinct conceptual and nosological entities or
whether they are the same. The present study contributes to this question by examining
the interrelationship and the overlap between PIU and POG in terms of sex, school
achievement, time spent using the Internet and/or online gaming, psychological
well-being, and preferred online activities. Questionnaires assessing these variables were
administered to a nationally representative sample of adolescent gamers (N= 2,073; Mage
= 16.4 years, SD = 0.87; 68.4% male). Data showed that Internet use was a common
activity among adolescents, while online gaming was engaged in by a considerably
smaller group. Similarly, more adolescents met the criteria for PIU than for POG, and a
small group of adolescents showed symptoms of both problem behaviors. The most
notable difference between the two problem behaviors was in terms of sex. POG was
much more strongly associated with being male. Self-esteem had low effect sizes on both
behaviors, while depressive symptoms were associated with both PIU and POG, affecting
PIU slightly more. In terms of preferred online activities, PIU was positively associated
with online gaming, online chatting, and social networking, while POG was only
associated with online gaming. Based on our findings, POG appears to be a conceptually
different behavior from PIU, and therefore the data support the notion that Internet
Addiction Disorder and Internet Gaming Disorder are separate nosological entities.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Chronic exposure to cocaine induces modifications to neurons in the brain regions
involved in addiction. Hence, we evaluated coca-ineinduced changes in the hippocampal
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CA1 field in Fischer 344 (F344) and Lewis (LEW) rats, 2 strains that have been widely
used to study genetic predisposition to drug addiction, by combining intracellular Lucifer
yellow injection with confocal microscopy reconstruction of labeled neurons.
Specifically, we examined the effects of cocaine self-administration on the structure, size,
and branching complexity of the apical dendrites of CA1 pyramidal neurons. In addition,
we quantified spine density in the collaterals of the apical dendritic arbors of these
neurons. We found differences between these strains in several morphological parameters.
For example, CA1 apical dendrites were more branched and complex in LEW than in
F344 rats, while the spine density in the collateral dendrites of the apical dendritic arbors
was greater in F344 rats. Interestingly, cocaine self-administration in LEW rats
augmented the spine density, an effect that was not observed in the F344 strain. These
results reveal significant structural differences in CA1 pyramidal cells between these
strains and indicate that cocaine self-administration has a distinct effect on neuron
morphology in the hippocampus of rats with different genetic backgrounds. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Prescription pain medication has proliferated in the United States in the past 10 years, and
opioid agents are the second most commonly abused substance in the United States. The
opioid class comprises various prescription medications, including hydrocodone, as well
as illicit substances, such as opium and heroin. The current article offers an example of
one adolescent's history that began as weekend use of prescription opioid agents but
expanded to daily use and physical dependence. Currently, a trend exists in which
adolescents and young adults are moving from prescription opioid medication to heroin
use due to increasing restrictions on prescription opioid agents. Nursing implications and
web-based resources for teaching are also presented. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Research on street children and youth has shown that this population is at
high risk for substance use. Though risky sexual behaviours have been investigated and
widely reported among street youth in resource constrained-settings, few studies have
explored the relationship between substance use and other risk behaviours. This study was
therefore conducted to examine the association between substance use and risky sexual
behaviours among homeless youth in Ghana. Method: A cross-sectional survey of a
convenient sample of 227 (122 male and 105 female) street connected children and youth
was conducted in Ghana in 2012. Using self-report measures, the relationship between
substance use and risky sexual behaviours was examined using logistic regression.
Results: Substance use was relatively high as 12% and 16.2% reported daily use of
alcohol and marijuana respectively. There were age and sex differences in substance use
among the sample. As compared to males, more females had smoked cigarettes, used
alcohol and marijuana. While alcohol use decrease with age, marijuana use on the other
hand increases with age. Results from multivariate analysis revealed that having ever
drunk alcohol and alcohol use in the past one month were independently associated with
all the four indices of risky sexual behaviour (ever had sex, non-condom use, multiple
sexual partners and survival sex). Both marijuana use and smoking of cigarettes were
associated with having ever had sex, multiple sexual partners and survival sex. Other drug
use was independently associated with non-condom use. Conclusion: Substance use
seems to serve as a possible risk factor for sexual risk behaviours among homeless youth.
Harm reduction interventions are needed to prevent street children and youth from
engaging in substance use and risky sexual behaviours. Such programmes should pay
special attention to females and younger children who are highly susceptible to the
adverse conditions on the street. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

We examined the use of employment-based abstinence reinforcement in out-of-treatment
injection drug users, in this secondary analysis of a previously reported trial. Participants
(N = 33) could work in the therapeutic workplace, a model employment-based program
for drug addiction, for 30 weeks and could earn approximately $10 per hr. During a
4-week induction, participants only had to work to earn pay. After induction, access to the
workplace was contingent on enrollment in methadone treatment. After participants met
the methadone contingency for 3 weeks, they had to provide opiate-negative urine
samples to maintain maximum pay. After participants met those contingencies for 3
weeks, they had to provide opiate- and cocaine-negative urine samples to maintain
maximum pay. The percentage of drug-negative urine samples remained stable until the
abstinence reinforcement contingency for each drug was applied. The percentage of
opiate- and cocaine-negative urine samples increased abruptly and significantly after the
opiate- and cocaine-abstinence contingencies, respectively, were applied. These results
demonstrate that the sequential administration of employment-based abstinence
reinforcement can increase opiate and cocaine abstinence among out-of-treatment
injection drug users. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The objective of the present study was to examine the contribution of three intervention
components (public commitment, resistance to advertising, and leisure promotion) on
alcohol and protective variables in a school-based substance use prevention program.
Participants included 480 Spanish students aged from 14 to 16 who received the Saluda
prevention program in one of the following five experimental conditions: complete
program, program minus public commitment, program minus resistance to advertising,
program minus leisure promotion, and a waiting-list control. The students completed
self-report surveys at pretest, posttest, and 6-month follow-up assessments. When
excluding the healthy leisure promotion component, the Saluda program showed no loss
of efficacy neither on alcohol use nor on other substance-related variables, while public
commitment and resistance to advertising improved the aforementioned program's
efficacy. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Experiencing stressful life events is reciprocally associated with
substance use and abuse. The nature of these relationships varies based on the age of
stress exposure and stage of substance use involvement. This chapter reviews the
developmental and biological processes involved in the relationship of stress exposure
and substance use initiation, substance use maintenance and relapse, and response to
substance abuse treatment. Special emphasis is given to describing the various
stress-related mechanisms involved in substance use and abuse, highlighting the
differences between each of these phases of drug use and drawing upon current research
to make suggestions for treatments of substance use disorder (SUD) patients. Stress is
inherent to the experience of life and, in many situations, unavoidable. Through ongoing
research and treatment development, there is the potential to modify the relationship of
stress with ongoing substance use and abuse. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA,
all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the cover) Stress is such an over-used word that it is at times difficult to define its
core features. When is an environment stressful? What does a stressful environment do to
the brain and to do the body? What are the biological mechanisms by which a stressor
affects us? How does stress contributes to the onset and the progression of mental
disorders? How do the effects of stress change over the life-time of an individual? These
are just some of the overarching questions addressed by this book, thanks to the
contribution of some of the world leading experts on the neurobiology of stress at the
pre-clinical and clinical levels. Topics include current advances on the neurobiology of
stress on various neurobiological systems such as immune,
hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis, neurogenesis and neuroplasticity,
neurotransmitter (glutamate, noradrenaline, dopamine, serotonin and endocannabinoid),
neuropeptides, cognition and emotional processing as well as in utero and early postnatal
effects. The clinical chapters deal with the relationship of stress and mental disorders such
as depression, posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety disorders, schizophrenia,
bipolar disorder, substance abuse and addiction, dementia and age-related cognitive
decline as well as resilience to stress. Thus, this book brings together some of the most
updated and authoritative views on the effects of stress of brain and behavior. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Systemically and centrally delivered opioids have been
comprehensively studied for their effects both in analgesic and addiction models for many
decades, primarily in subjects with presumptive normal sensory thresholds. The
introduction of disease-based models of persistent hypersensitivity enabled chronic
evaluation of opioid analgesic pharmacology under the specific state of chronic pain.
These studies have largely (but not uniformly) reported reduced opioid analgesic potency
and efficacy under conditions of chronic pain. A comparatively limited set of studies has
evaluated the impact of experimentally induced chronic pain on self-administration
patterns of opioid and non-opioid analgesics. Similarly, these studies have primarily (but
not exclusively) found that responding for opioids is reduced under conditions of chronic
pain. Additionally, such experiments have also demonstrated that the condition of chronic
pain evokes self-administration or conditioned place preference for non-opioid analgesics.
The consensus is that the chronic pain alters responding for opioid and non-opioid
analgesics in a manner seemingly related to their respective antiallodynic/antihyperalgesic
properties under the specific state of chronic pain. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Drug addiction has been associated with deficits in mesostriatal dopamine (DA) function,
but whether this state extends to behavioral addictions such as pathological gambling
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(PG) is unclear. Here we used positron emission tomography and the D3
receptor-preferring radioligand [C]-(+)-PHNO during a dual-scan protocol to investigate
DA release in response to oral amphetamine in pathological gamblers (n = 12) and
healthy controls (n = 11). In contrast with human neuroimaging findings in drug
addiction, we report the first evidence that PG is associated with greater DA release in
dorsal striatum (54-63% greater [C]-(+)-PHNO displacement) than controls. Importantly,
dopaminergic response to amphetamine in gamblers was positively predicted by D3
receptor levels (measured in substantia nigra), and related to gambling severity, allowing
for construction of a mechanistic model that could help explain DA contributions to PG.
Our results are consistent with a hyperdopaminergic state in PG, and support the
hypothesis that dopaminergic sensitization involving D3-related mechanisms might
contribute to the pathophysiology of behavioral addictions. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:

STATEMENT: All rights reserved.; HOLDER: Macmillan Publishers Limited; YEAR:
2014
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Abstract:

Convergent dopamine and glutamate signalling onto the extracellular signal-regulated
kinase (ERK) pathway in medium spiny neurons (MSNs) of the striatum controls
psychostimulant-initiated adaptive processes underlying long-lasting behavioural
changes. We hypothesised that the physical proximity of dopamine D1 (D1R) and
glutamate NMDA (NMDAR) receptors, achieved through the formation of D1R/NMDAR
complexes, may act as a molecular bridge that controls the synergistic action of dopamine
and glutamate on striatal plasticity and behavioural responses to drugs of abuse. We found
that concomitant stimulation of D1R and NMDAR drove complex formation between
endogenous D1R and the GluN1 subunit of NMDAR. Conversely, preventing
D1R/GluN1 association with a cell-permeable peptide (TAT-GluN1C1) left individual
D1R and NMDAR-dependent signalling intact, but prevented D1R-mediated facilitation
of NMDAR-calcium influx and subsequent ERK activation. Electrophysiological
recordings in striatal slices from mice revealed that D1R/GluN1 complexes control the
D1R-dependent enhancement of NMDAR currents and long-term potentiation in
D1R-MSN. Finally, intra-striatal delivery of TAT-GluN1C1 did not affect acute responses
to cocaine but reduced behavioural sensitization. Our findings uncover D1R/GluNl
complexes as a major substrate for the dopamine-glutamate interaction in MSN that is
usurped by addictive drugs to elicit persistent behavioural alterations. They also identify
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DIR/GluNI complexes as molecular targets with a therapeutic potential for the vast
spectrum of psychiatric diseases associated with an imbalance between dopamine and
glutamate transmission. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Smoking crack involves the risk of transmitting diseases such as HIV and
hepatitis C (HCV). The current study determines whether the formerly unsanctioned
supervised smoking facility (SSF)-operated by the grassroot organization, Vancouver
Area Network of Drug Users (VANDU) for the last few years-costs less than the costs
incurred for health-care services as a direct consequence of not having such a program in
Vancouver, Canada. Methods: The data pertaining to the attendance at the SSF was
gathered in 2012-2013 by VANDU. By relying on this data, a mathematical model was
employed to estimate the number of HCV infections prevented by the former facility in
Vancouver's Downtown Eastside (DTES). Results: The DTES SSF's benefit-cost ratio
was conservatively estimated at 12.1:1 due to its low operating cost. The study used 70%
and 90% initial pipe-sharing rates for sensitivity analysis. At 80% sharing rate, the
marginal HCV cases prevented were determined to be 55 cases. Moreover, at 80% sharing
rate, the marginal cost-effectiveness ratio ranges from $1,705 to $97,203. The results
from both the baseline and sensitivity analysis demonstrated that the establishment of the
SSF by VANDU on average had annually saved CAD$1.8 million dollars in taxpayer's
money. Conclusions: Funding SSFs in Vancouver is an efficient and effective use of
financial resources in the public health domain; therefore, Vancouver Coastal Health
should actively participate in their establishment in order to reduce HCV and other
blood-borne infections such as HIV within the non-injecting drug users. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This study tested whether life history strategy (LHS) and its intergenerational
transmission could explain young adult use of common psychoactive substances. We
tested a sequential structural equation model using data from the National Longitudinal
Survey of Youth. During young adulthood, fast LHS explained 61% of the variance in
overall liability for substance use. Faster parent LHS predicted poorer health and lesser
alcohol use, greater neuroticism and cigarette smoking, but did not predict fast LHS or
overall liability for substance use among young adults. Young adult neuroticism was
independent of substance use controlling for fast LHS. The surprising finding of
independence between parent and child LHS casts some uncertainty upon the identity of
the parent and child LHS variables. Fast LHS may be the primary driver of young adult
use of common psychoactive substances. However, it is possible that the young adult fast
LHS variable is better defined as young adult mating competition. We discuss our
findings in depth, chart out some intriguing new directions for life history research that
may clarify the dimensionality of LHS and its mediation of the intergenerational
transmission of substance use, and discuss implications for substance abuse prevention
and treatment. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Zahavi's handicap principle suggests that only organisms with good genetic quality can
afford to engage in costly behaviors. Recreational drug use can be harmful to one's health
and therefore might be viewed as a costly signal of one's genetic quality. One of the
measurements of genetic quality is bodily symmetry assessed by fluctuating asymmetry.
If unhealthy drug use is a behavioral example of Zahavi's handicap principle, then men
who use different stimulants or recreational drugs should be more symmetrical than men
who do not use them at all or use them only in low quantity. The aim of this study was to
examine the relationships between drug use and fluctuating asymmetry. The subjects were
190 young women and 202 young men. Six bilaterally symmetrical traits were measured:
length of II-V digits, wrist breadth, and ear height. Questionnaires included questions
about smoking, alcohol drinking, drug use, and designer drug use. There was no
relationship between bodily symmetry and smoking frequency, alcohol drinking
frequency, drug or designer drug use, total substance use, age of smoking initiation, or
reason of this initiation. The results indicate that drug use does not reflect genetic quality
and does not necessarily relate to the handicap hypothesis. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Introduction: Few studies have examined predictors of ever having used electronic
cigarettes (or e-cigarettes) among older adolescents. This study examined correlates of
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ever having used e-cigarettes among adolescent children of alcoholic fathers. Methods:
Participants were 136 adolescents (50.7% male, 89.4% European American) from an
ongoing longitudinal case-control study of children of alcoholic fathers. Adolescents
reported on their mother's and father's parenting during middle adolescence (MA; M age
= 13.8) and completed measures of their own, as well as their peers', substance use during
late adolescence (LA; M age = 17.0). Parents completed measures of their own substance
use at the MA assessment. Results: More than one third (36.9%) of the participants
reported ever using e-cigarettes. Parental monitoring during MA (odds ratio [OR] = 0.85,
p < .05), lifetime use of cigarettes (OR = 3.88, p < .01), alcohol use (OR = 7.72, p < .05),
marijuana use (OR = 4.07, p < .01), and peer substance use (OR = 1.34, p < .05) during
LA were each uniquely associated with ever having used e-cigarettes. Ever having used
e-cigarettes also was associated with more frequent current cigarette use ( = .38, p < .05),
alcohol use ( = .30, p < .01), and marijuana use ( = .31, p < .05). Conclusions: Results
suggest that ever having used e-cigarettes in LA is a risk marker for substance use.
Interventions to promote parental monitoring may be effective in curbing use of
e-cigarettes and other substances in LA. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Introduction: Lung age, a simple concept for patients to grasp, is frequently used as an aid
in smoking cessation programs. Lung age equations should be continuously updated and
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should be made relevant for target populations. We observed how new lung age equations
developed for Australian populations performed when utilizing the Burden of Obstructive
Lung Disease (BOLD)-Australia dataset compared to more commonly used equations.
Methods: Data from a cross-sectional population study of noninstitutionalized Australians
aged >40 years with analysis restricted to Caucasians <75 years. Lung age calculated
using equations developed by Newbury et al. and Morris and Temple was compared with
chronological age by smoking status and within smoking status. Results: There were
2,793 participants with a mean age of 57 (+/-10 SD) years. More than half (52%) ever
smoked, and 10.4% were current smokers. Prevalence of chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease stage I or higher was 13.4% (95% confidence interval = 12.2, 14.7). For both
genders, newer Newbury equations estimated lung ages significantly higher than actual
age across all smoking groups (p < .05). Morris and Temple equations resulted in lung age
estimates significantly lower than chronological age for nonsmokers (p < .05) but no
difference among current smokers. Both equations showed exposure to smoking had lung
ages higher than never-smokers (p < .001). Lung age also increased with increased
pack-years. Conclusions: This supports the use of updated equations suited to the
population of interest. The Australian Newbury equations performed well in the
BOLD-Australia dataset, providing more meaningful lung age profile compared to
chronological age among smokers. Using equations not developed or ideally suited for
our population is likely to produce misleading results. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:

STATEMENT: Published by Oxford University Press on behalf of the Society for
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45. Drug use, abuse and dependence and the persistence of nicotine dependence.
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Abstract:

Introduction: Illicit drug use and nicotine dependence (ND) frequently co-occur. Yet, to
date very few studies have examined the role of alcohol and illicit drug use in ND
persistence. The objectives of this study were to investigate the relationships between
specific classes of drug use, abuse, and dependence and the persistence of ND over time
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among adults in the United States. Methods: Data were drawn from the National
Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions, a national survey of 34,653
U.S. adults interviewed between 2001-2002 and reinterviewed 3 years later. Logistic
regression analyses were used to investigate the relationships between various classes of
drug use, abuse, and dependence among adults with ND at Wave 1 and the odds for
persistent ND at Wave 2. Analyses were adjusted for differences in demographic
characteristics, mood/anxiety disorders, alcohol use disorders, and other substance use
disorders. Results: Lifetime drug use was not associated with significantly increased
likelihood for persistent ND. Sedative abuse was associated with increased odds for
nicotine persistence, but no other types of drug abuse were predictive of ND persistence,
after adjusting for demographics, mood/anxiety, and alcohol use disorders. All types of
drug dependence were associated with persistence of ND; the strongest associations
emerged between opioid and tranquilizer dependence and persistent ND, while the
associations between cannabis and cocaine dependence were no longer significant after
adjusting for mood/anxiety disorders. Conclusions: Clinicians should take care to evaluate
the presence and/or history of drug dependence among patients seeking treatment for
smoking cessation. These data suggest that a history of substance dependence predicts
increased vulnerability to persistent ND. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Introduction: In Norway, snus use and cigarette smoking are at different developmental
stages as described by the diffusion of innovation model. Concomitant with declining
smoking rates, the use of snus is increasing. In light of these differences in use trends, we
assumed that snus users and cigarette smokers would have different perceptions of their
personal tobacco use. Methods: A total of 4,852 smokers and snus users were recruited
from a large sample of online panelists (n = 62,000) and a postal database (n = 15,000).
The responses to 16 evaluative statements assessing perceptions about tobacco use were
compared between exclusive snus users and exclusive smokers and within dual users. The
statements concerned self-evaluative emotions, moral judgments, social disapproval, and
benefits of quitting. Results: The perceptions of personal tobacco use differed greatly
between exclusive smokers and exclusive snus users, even after controlling for age and
sex. Smoker's perceptions were more negative compared with snus users' perception. The
differences between smoking and snus use were particularly large for indices of social
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disapproval (Cohen's d = 1.56) and benefits from quitting use of the product (Cohen's d =
1.47) between exclusive users. Dual users exhibited a similar pattern. Conclusions:
Smokers have a more negative perception of their own use compared to snus users. Dual
users also devaluated smoking in comparison to their snus use. This finding may have
important values for prevention strategies targeting smokers, snus users, and dual users.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Introduction: Only a few studies have provided information on awareness, use, and harm
perceptions of e-cigarettes in Europe. We fill the knowledge gap in Italy. Methods: We
used data from a face-to-face survey conducted in 2013 of a sample of 3,000 individuals,
representative of the Italian population aged >15 years (51.1 million inhabitants). Results:
Awareness of e-cigarettes was 91.1%; it was lowest among women (87.8%), the elderly
(78.4%), those with less education (84.1%), and never-smokers (89.0%). Ever e-cigarette
use was 6.8% overall and was inversely related to age, whereas no significant difference
was observed according to sex. With regard to smoking status, 2.6% of never-smokers,
7.0% of ex-smokers, and 20.4% of current smokers tried the e-cigarette at least once.
Regular e-cigarette use was 1.2% overall, 1.5% among men, and 0.9% among women,
and it was highest among young (2.4%) and current smokers (3.7%). Among 36
e-cigarette regular users, 22.0% did not change their smoking habit, 67.7% reduced
traditional cigarette consumption, and 10.4% quit smoking. Conclusions: After fewer than
3 years from the opening of the first Italian e-cigarette shop, more than 45 million Italians
have heard about e-cigarettes, 3.5 million have tried e-cigarettes, and more than 600,000
Italians regularly use e-cigarettes. Three out of 4 e-cigarette users reported to have
favorably modified their smoking habit; however, 90% of users did not quit smoking as a
consequence of starting vaping e-cigarettes. Almost 900,000 Italian never-smokers,
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particularly young never-smokers, have tried this new and potentially addictive product at
least once. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Clients with severe mental illness (SMI) who use substances are less
engaged in treatment than those who do not use substances, and assertive community
treatment (ACT) engages and retains clients with SMI and concurrent substance use at a
higher rate compared with traditional treatment. This qualitative study aimed to explore
the experiences of being recruited to, and remaining in, ACT among recovering clients
diagnosed with SMI and concurrent substance use. Methods: Twenty semi-structured
interviews were undertaken among 11 clients with SMI and concurrent substance use who
were included in ACT teams. The inclusion criteria were SMI and concurrent substance
use and improvement after a minimum of 12 months in treatment regarding one or several
of the following parameters: quality of life, general functioning and substance use.
Systematic text condensation was applied in the analyses. Results: The experiences of
building trust through enduring involvement and receiving benefits were most important
for the acceptance of ACT by clients. A feeling of exclusiveness, perceiving ACT as a
safety net and the clients' own personal responsibility for taking part in the treatment were
stated as the most important factors for remaining in treatment. Conclusions: The
implications of the results of the present study are that service providers have to prove
that they can be trusted in the initial phase of the clients' contact with the team. The
feeling by clients with SMI and concurrent substance use that service providers in ACT
believe they can improve their client's quality of life, is of importance for feeling
exclusive, having hope for the future and remaining in treatment. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Background: In Denmark, the first standalone supervised injecting facility (SIF) opened
in Copenhagen's Vesterbro neighborhood on October 1, 2012. The purpose of this study
was to assess whether use of services provided by the recently opened SIF was associated
with changes in injecting behavior and syringe disposal practices among people who
inject drugs (PWID). We hypothesized that risk behaviors (e.g., syringe sharing), and
unsafe syringe disposal (e.g., dropping used equipment on the ground) had decreased
among PWID utilizing the SIF. Methods: Between February and August of 2013, we
conducted interviews using a survey (in English and Danish) with forty-one people who
reported injecting drugs at the SIF. We used descriptive statistics and McNemar's test to
examine sociodemographic characteristics of the sample, current drugs used, sites of
syringe disposal before and after opening of the SIF, and perceived behavior change since
using the SIF. Results: Of the interviewed participants, 90.2% were male and the majority
were younger than 40 years old (60.9%). Three-quarters (75.6%) of participants reported
reductions in injection risk behaviors since the opening of the SIF, such as injecting in a
less rushed manner (63.4%), fewer outdoor injections (56.1%), no longer syringe sharing
(53.7%), and cleaning injecting site(s) more often (43.9%). Approximately two-thirds
(65.9%) of participants did not feel that their frequency of injecting had changed; five
participants (12.2%) reported a decrease in injecting frequency, and only two participants
(4.9%) reported an increase in injecting frequency. Twenty-four (58.5%) individuals
reported changing their syringe disposal practices since the opening of the SIF; of those,
twenty-three (95.8%) reported changing from not always disposing safely to always
disposing safely (McNemar's test p-value < 0.001). Conclusions: Our findings suggest
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that use of the Copenhagen SIF is associated with adoption of safer behaviors that reduce
harm and promote health among PWID, as well as practices that benefit the Vesterbro
neighborhood (i.e., safer syringe disposal). As a public health intervention, Copenhagen's
SIF has successfully reached PWID engaging in risk behavior. To fully characterize the
impacts of this and other Danish SIFs, further research should replicate this study with a
larger sample size and prospective follow-up. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Purpose: The current study explored criminal offending among people diagnosed with
bipolar disorder with and without comorbid substance use and compared this with a
community sample with no history of bipolar disorder. Methods: A case-linkage design
was used to compare patterns of officially recorded criminal offending between 1,076
people with bipolar disorder drawn from a state-wide psychiatric case register with a
community comparison group. Results: Those with bipolar disorder were significantly
more likely than community members to be charged with, convicted of, and be found
guilty of, violent, non-violent and intermediate level criminal offences. Those with a
comorbid substance use disorder were two times more likely than those without a
substance use disorder to offend; both groups had a significantly higher chance of
offending than the community sample. Females with bipolar disorder were significantly
more likely to have been convicted of violent offences, irrespective of substance use.
Significant interactions were found between bipolar disorder and substance use for males
and females with respect to violent offending and for males with respect to non-violent
offending. Conclusions: There is a statistically significant association between bipolar
disorder and the likelihood of having a criminal history. Co-occurring substance use
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differentially impacts on the likelihood of criminal offending for males and females.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Consumption levels of prescription opioids (POs) have increased
substantially worldwide, particularly the United States. An emerging perspective
implicates increasing consumption levels of POs as the primary system level driving
factor behind the observed PO-related harms. As such, the present study aimed to assess
the correlations between consumption levels of POs and PO-related harms, including
non-medical prescription opioid use (NMPOU), PO-related morbidity and PO-related
mortality. Findings: Pearson's product-moment correlations were computed using
published data from the United States (2001 - 2010). Consumption levels of POs were
extracted from the technical reports published by the International Narcotics Control
Board, while data for NMPOU was utilized from the National Survey on Drug Use and
Health. Additionally, data for PO-related morbidity (substance abuse treatment
admissions per 10,000 people) and PO-related mortality (PO overdose deaths per 100,000
people) were obtained from published studies. Consumption levels of POs were
significantly correlated with prevalence of NMPOU in the past month (r = 0.741, 95% CI
= 0.208-0.935), past year (r = 0.638, 95% CI = 0.014-0.904) and lifetime (r = 0.753, 95%
CI = 0.235-0.938), as well as average number of days per person per year of NMPOU
among the general population (r = 0.900, 95% CI = 0.625-0.976) and NMPOU users (r =
0.720, 95% CI = 0.165-0.929). Similar results were also obtained for PO-related
morbidity and PO-related mortality measures. Conclusion: These findings suggest that
reducing consumption levels of POs at the population level may be an effective strategy
to limit PO-related harms. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Substance use among adolescents has caused worldwide public health
concern in recent years. Overseas studies have demonstrated an association between
adolescent self-esteem and substance use, but studies within a Chinese context are
limited. A study was therefore initiated to: (1) explore the 30 days prevalence of
substance use (smoking, drinking, and drugs) among male and female adolescents in
Hong Kong; (2) identify the significant associations between multidimensional
self-esteem and gender; and (3) examine the relationship between multi-dimensional
self-esteem and substance use. Methods: A self-esteem scale and the Chinese version of
the global school-based student health survey were adopted. A total of 1,223 students
were recruited from two mixed-gender schools and one boys' school. Results: Among
females, there was a lower 30-day prevalence of cigarette, alcohol, and drug use. They
also had significantly higher peer and family self-esteem but lower sport-related
self-esteem. Body image self-esteem was a predictor of alcohol use among females, while
peer and school self-esteem were predictors of drug use among males. Conclusions: In
summary, the findings demonstrated the influence of self-esteem to the overall well-being
of adolescents. Schools could play a role in promoting physical fitness and positive
relationships between adolescents and their peers, family, and schools to fulfill their
physical and psychological self-esteem needs. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This article brings to the attention of psychiatrists emerging information about substance
abuse in anaesthetists, in particular the growing issue of abuse of non-opioid anaesthetic
drugs. Anaesthetists are three times more likely to be in treatment than surgeons. This
apparent over-representation appears to be related to intravenous opioids, which have
until recently been the drug of choice for anaesthesia personnel abusing anaesthesia
medications. Anaesthetists as a group are known to be at higher risk of suicide and early
mortality compared with physicians, partly explained by death associated with substance
abuse. There is a recognized shortage of addiction medicine specialists in Australia and
New Zealand, especially those with a specialized interest in anaesthetists as a particularly
'at risk' group for mortality and suicide. When treating anaesthetists with addictive
disorders, knowledge of these outcomes can facilitate the clinician's formulation of an
effective individualized treatment plan. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved)
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54. Medical adaptation to academic pressure: Schooling, stimulant use, and socioeconomic status.
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Abstract:

Despite the rise of medical interventions to address behavioral issues in childhood, the
social determinants of their use remain poorly understood. By analyzing a dataset that
includes the majority of prescriptions written for stimulants in the United States, we find a
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substantial effect of schooling on stimulant use. In middle and high school, adolescents
are roughly 30 percent more likely to have a stimulant prescription filled during the
school year than during the summer. Socioeconomically advantaged children are more
likely than their less advantaged peers to selectively use stimulants only during the
academic year. These differences persist when we compare higher and lower
socioeconomic status children seeing the same doctors. We link these responses to
academic pressure by exploiting variation between states in educational accountability
system stringency. We find the largest differences in school year versus summer stimulant
use in states with more accountability pressure. School-based selective stimulant use is
most common among economically advantaged children living in states with strict
accountability policies. Our study uncovers a new pathway through which medical
interventions may act as a resource for higher socioeconomic status families to transmit
educational advantages to their children, either intentionally or unwittingly. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Incarceration and homelessness are closely related yet studied rarely. This
article aimed to study the incarcerated homeless and identify specific vulnerabilities,
which rendered them different from the nonincarcerated homeless. It also aimed to
describe the homeless population and its significant involvement with the criminal justice
and enforcement system. Methods: Data were derived from the British Columbia Health
of the Homeless Study (BCHOHS), carried out in three cities in British Columbia,
Canada: the large urban center Vancouver (n = 250), Victoria (n = 150) and Prince George
(n = 100). Measures included socio-demographic information, the Maudsley Addiction
Profile (MAP), the Childhood Trauma Questionnaire (CTQ) and the Mini International
Neuropsychiatric Interview (MINI) Plus. Results: Incarcerated homeless were more often
male (66.6%), were in foster care (56.4%) and had greater substance use especially of
crack cocaine (69.6%) and crystal methamphetamine (78.7%). They also had greater
scores on emotional and sexual abuse domains of CTQ, indicating greater abuse. A higher
prevalence of depression (57%) and psychotic disorders (55.3%) was also observed. Risk
factors identified which had a positive predictor value were male gender (p < .001; odds
ratio (OR) = 2.8; 95% confidence interval (CI): 1.7-4.4), a diagnosis of depression (p =
.02; 95% CI: 1.1-4.4) and severe emotional neglect (p = .02; 95% CI: 1.1-3.2) in the
childhood. Conclusion: Homeless individuals may be traumatized at an early age, put into
foster care, rendered homeless, initiated into substance use and re-traumatized on repeated
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occasions in adult life, rendering them vulnerable to incarceration and mental illness.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objectives: To characterize lifetime psychiatric diagnosis groups among methadone
maintenance treatment (MMT) patients and associations of diagnosis to long-term (up to
20 years) retention and survival either during treatment or post discontinuation. Methods:
A total of 758 patients with available psychiatric diagnosis (98% of those ever admitted
between June 1993 and June 2012) were followed-up until June 2013. Lifetime
psychiatric diagnosis was assessed according to DSMIV- TR (Axis I, II, I & II, or none).
Observed urine samples at 1 and 13 months were positive for drugs if at least one was
positive. Survival data were based on the Israel National Population Registry. Survival
and retention in MMT were compared (Kaplan Meier) between groups. Results: The Axis
II (personality disorders) group had the worst mean long-term retention (5.8 years, 95%
Confidence Interval (CI) 5.0-6.5) compared with the Axis I, Axis I & II or no psychiatric
diagnosis groups (9.6 years, 95% CI 8.8-10.4) (P < 0.0005). Mean survival since
admission (16.4 years, 95% CI 15.9-16.9) was similar for all groups. Axis II patients
included more males, more drug injectors, were younger at initial opiate use and more
likely left treatment before 1 year. Conclusions: Personality and coping mechanisms
(Axis II) could be significant obstacles to the success of MMT, warranting special
interventions to overcome them. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Introduction: Pathologic gambling is defined in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders (DSM-IV) as an impulsive control disorder. However, recent studies
have questioned this classification based on impulsivity. The aim of this study was to
investigate the importance of impulsivity and its constructs in pathologic online gamblers.
Methods: The participants were 53 online gambling players and 24 nongamblers. We
investigated the levels of gambling addiction, impulsivity, alexithymia, gambling- related
cognitions, comorbid depression and anxiety, and coping strategies. Results: Data showed
a higher level of impulsivity in pathologic gamblers only when they grappled with
negative emotions. Compared with other gamblers, the pathologic gamblers presented
higher scores on the depression and anxiety scale, but lower scores on the
problem-focused coping subscale. We also found bigger cognitive distortions in these
gamblers as bigger illusion of control and gambling expectations. Discussion: This
preliminary source of information support the classification ongoing debate about online
gamblers. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Objectives: This study aimed to measure motivation for substance use treatment by using
the University of Rhode Island Change Assessment (URICA). The composite URICA
scores for Readiness To Change (RTC) and Committed Action (CA) were used to
investigate their predictive validity regarding whether patients were still in substance use
treatment 3 months after entering treatment. Methods: The sample consisted of 95
patients from substance use disorder treatment facilities in Norway. The patients were
interviewed and given a self-administered URICA at pretreatment and 3 months later.
Results and Conclusions: RTC and CA did not predict being in treatment 3 months later,
and only minor associations were found with other investigated variables. The results
indicate that the predictive validity of URICA for measuring motivation to change in
substance use is low and URICA should be used with caution. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Alcohol dependence is a major social, economic, and public health problem. Alcoholism
can lead to damage of the gastrointestinal, nervous, cardiovascular, and respiratory
systems and it can be lethal, costing hundreds of billions to the health care system.
Despite the existence of cognitive-behavioral therapy, psychosocial interventions, and
spiritually integrated treatment to treat it, alcohol dependence has a high relapse rate and
poor prognosis, albeit with high interindividual variability. In this review, we discuss the
use of 2 neuromodulation techniques, namely repetitive transcranial magnetic stimulation
and deep brain stimulation, and their advantages and disadvantages compared with
first-line pharmacological treatment for alcohol dependence. We also discuss repetitive
transcranial magnetic stimulation and deep brain stimulation targets for alcohol
dependence treatment, considering experimental animal and human evidence, with careful
consideration of methodological issues preventing the identification of feasible targets for
neuromodulation treatments, as well as interindividual variability factors influencing
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alcoholism prognosis. Finally, we anticipate future research aiming to tailor the treatment
to each individual patient by combining neurofunctional, neuroanatomic, and
neurodisruptive techniques optimizing the outcome. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: Childhood sexual abuse is common among patients with opioid dependence
syndrome. The aim of this study was to find its prevalence and the relationship to the
severity of dependence on opioid in patients attending the outpatient clinic of drug
treatment service. Methods: A set of scales were incorporated in semistructured
interview: The Maudsley Addiction Profile; The Severity of Dependence Scale (SDS);
Leeds Dependence Questionnaire (LDQ); Impact of Events Scale; Courtauld Emotional
Control Scale; and the Psychosis Screening Questionnaire. Life events were measured
using a modification of earlier life events list for young people. One hundred twenty
patients with opioid dependence syndrome and 100 controls were interviewed. Results:
The reported sexual abuses were 32 (21 subjects and 11 controls) with no significant
differences. Nevertheless, there was a significant difference in parents using drug/alcohol
(P = 0.001) and physical abuse (P = 0.001). There was a significant association between
the severity of dependence and parent using drugs (SDS r = 0.245, P = 0.007; LDQ r =
0.285, P = 0.002); physical abuse (SDS r = 0.306, P = 0.001; LDQ r = 0.231, P = 0.011);
and sexual abuse (SDS r = 0.185, P = 0.043; LDQ r = 0.180, P = 0.049). Childhood
sexual abuse was the only predictor for rape after the age of 18 years. Conclusions: The
findings offer important implications for ways in which health care practitioners can
support this group of patients; assessing patient's childhood history of child sexual abuse.
A well-designed intervention targeting both opioid dependence and child sexual abuse
may help to improve the outcomes of this group of patients. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objectives: This study compared the risks of opioid shopping behavior and opioid abuse
between tapentadol immediate release and oxycodone immediate release and, to validate
the definition of shopping, examined the association between opioid shopping and opioid
abuse further. Materials and Methods: This retrospective cohort study using linked
dispensing and diagnosis databases followed opioid-naive patients for development of
shopping behavior and/or opioid abuse during 1 year after initial exposure to tapentadol
or oxycodone. Shopping was defined by having overlapping opioid prescriptions from > 1
prescriber filled at > 3 pharmacies; abuse by having International Classification of
Diseases, 9th revision diagnoses reflecting opioid abuse, addiction, or dependence. To
determine their association, we cross-tabulated shopping and opioid abuse and calculated
odds ratios. Risks of developing each outcome were estimated using logistic regression.
Results: Among 277,401 participants initiating opioid use with tapentadol (39,524) or
oxycodone (237,877), 0.6% developed shopping behavior, 0.75% developed abuse.
Higher proportions of patients in the oxycodone group developed shopping behavior and
abuse than in the tapentadol group (shopping: adjusted odds ratio [95% confidence
interval], 0.45 [0.36-0.55]; abuse: 0.44 [0.37-0.54]). Shopping behavior and abuse were
associated; of those with shopping behavior, 6.5% had abuse. Age (18 to 64 y), sex
(male), prior benzodiazepine use, paying cash, and history (mood disorders, abuse of
nonopioid medications, and back pain) were risk factors for developing either outcome.
Discussion: Shopping behavior and abuse measure complementary, but associated,
constructs, which further validates the current definition of shopping. The risk of
developing either is lower among patients who initiate opioid use with tapentadol than
those who initiate opioid use with oxycodone. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Despite considerable research on substance-abuse placement matching,
evidence is still inconclusive. The aims of this exploratory trial are to evaluate (a) the
effects of following matching guidelines on health-care costs and heavy drinking, and (b)
factors affecting the implementation of matching guidelines in the treatment of
alcohol-dependent patients. Methods: A total of 286 alcohol-dependent patients entering
one of four participating detoxification units and having no arrangements for further
treatment will be recruited. During the first week of treatment, all patients will be
administered Measurements in the Addictions for Triage and Evaluation (MATE),
European Quality of Life-Five Dimensions health status questionnaire (EQ-5D), and the
Client Socio-Demographic and Service Receipt Inventory-European Version
(CSSRI-EU). Patients who are randomly allocated to the intervention group will receive
feedback regarding their assessment results, including clear recommendations for
subsequent treatment. Patients of the control group will receive treatment as usual and, if
requested, global feedback regarding their assessment results, but no recommendations
for subsequent treatment. At discharge, treatment outcome and referral decisions will be
recorded. Six months after discharge, patients will be administered MATE-Outcome,
EQ-5D, and CSSRI-EU during a telephone interview. Discussion: This trial will provide
evidence on the effects and costs of using placement-matching guidelines based on a
standardized assessment with structured feedback in the treatment of alcohol-dependent
patients. A process evaluation will be conducted to facilitate better understanding of the
relationship between the use of guidelines, outcomes, and potential mediating variables.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

STATEMENT: This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0), which
permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the
original work is properly credited. The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication
waiver (http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/) applies to the data made
available in this article, unless otherwise stated.; HOLDER: Buchholz et al.; licensee
BioMed Central Ltd.; YEAR: 2014
Page 54

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Health Care Costs
*Health Care Services
*Treatment Outcomes
Alcoholism
Drug Therapy

Source:

PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available from National Library of Medicine in BMC Psychiatry
Available from BioMedCentral in BMC Psychiatry
Available from ProQuest in BMC Psychiatry; Note: ; Collection notes: If asked to log in
click "Athens Login" and then select "NHSEngland" in the drop down list of institutions.

63. Everyday life consequences of substance use in adult patients with a substance use disorder (SUD) and
co-occurring attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) or autism spectrum disorder (ASD): A patient's
perspective.

Citation:

BMC Psychiatry, September 2014, vol./is. 14/, 1471-244X (Sep 19, 2014)

Author(s):

Kronenberg, Linda M; Slager-Visscher, Karin; Goossens, Peter J. J; van den Brink, Wim;
van Achterberg, Theo

Correspondence Address:

Kronenberg, Linda M.: Department of Residency Training MANP Mental Health,
Dimence, P.O. Box 50037400 GC, Deventer, Netherlands, l.kronenberg@dimence.nl

Institution:

Department of Residency Training MANP Mental Health, Dimence, Deventer,
Netherlands; Assertive Community Treatment, Dimence, Deventer, Netherlands; Saxion
University of Applied Sciences, Expertise in Centre of Health, Social Work &
Technology, Deventer, Netherlands; Amsterdam Institute for Addiction Research,
Academic Medical Center University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Netherlands; Scientific
Institute for Quality of Healthcare, Radboud University Nijmegen Medical Centre,
Nijmegen, Netherlands

Language:

English

Abstract:

Background: Although the prevalence of substance use disorder (SUD) with co-occurring
attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) or autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is
relatively high in adult patients, there is hardly any knowledge about these dual
diagnoses. A recent study reported met- and unmet needs for several life domains
regarding these patient groups. To improve treatment, it is necessary to identify the
everyday life consequences of SUD and co-occurring ADHD or ASD in adult patients.
Methods: Qualitative study using in-depth interviews. 11 SUD + ADHD and 12 SUD +
ASD patients participated in the study. The interview transcripts were coded and analysed
according to the seven steps for descriptive phenomenology by Colaizzi. Results: Both
patients with ADHD and patients with ASD can get caught in a jumble of thoughts and
emotions which can often lead to agitation and impulsivity in the case of ADHD or
passivity and melancholia in the case of ASD with co-occurring SUD in both cases.
Initially substance use ameliorates the symptoms and related problems, but both patient
groups can later experience even greater problems: difficulties with the structuring of
daily life due to a lack of planning (SUD + ADHD) or due to a lack of initiative (SUD +
ASD). Both groups indicate that structure helps them function better. They also recognize
that substance use disorganizes their lives and that an absence of structure contributes to
substance use in what becomes a vicious circle which needs to be broken for effective
treatment and care. Conclusions: This study provides insight into the daily life
consequences of SUD with a co-occurring ADHD or ASD. Substance use is reported to
solve some ADHD- or ASD-related problems in the short run but have negative
consequences in the long run (i.e., contribute to already impaired cognitive functioning).
Insight is provided into what clinicians can do to break this vicious circle and thus help
ADHD patients to refrain from action and ASD patients to take action. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Grounded in a community-based participatory research (CBPR) framework,
the PROUD (Participatory Research in Ottawa: Understanding Drugs) Study aims to
better understand HIV risk and prevalence among people who use drugs in Ottawa,
Ontario. The purpose of this paper is to describe the establishment of the PROUD
research partnership. Methods: PROUD relies on peers' expertise stemming from their
lived experience with drug use to guide all aspects of this CBPR project. A Community
Advisory Committee (CAC), comprised of eight people with lived experience, three allies
and three ex-officio members, has been meeting since May 2012 to oversee all aspects of
the project. Eleven medical students from the University of Ottawa were recruited to
work alongside the committee. Training was provided on CBPR; HIV and harm
reduction; and administering HIV point-of-care (POC) tests so that the CAC can play a
key role in research design, data collection, analysis, and knowledge translation activities.
Results: From March-December 2013, the study enrolled 858 participants who use drugs
(defined as anyone who has injected or smoked drugs other than marijuana in the last 12
months) into a prospective cohort study. Participants completed a one-time questionnaire
administered by a trained peer or medical student, who then administered an HIV POC
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test. Recruitment, interviews and testing occurred in both the fixed research site and
various community settings across Ottawa. With consent, prospective follow-up will
occur through linkages to health care records available through the Institute for Clinical
and Evaluation Sciences. Conclusion: The PROUD Study meaningfully engaged the
communities of people who use drugs in Ottawa through the formation of the CAC, the
training of peers as community-based researchers, and integrated KTE throughout the
research project. This project successfully supported skill development across the team
and empowered people with drug use experience to take on leadership roles, ensuring that
this research process will promote change at the local level. The CBPR methods
developed in this study provide important insights for future research projects with people
who use drugs in other settings. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Novel psychoactive substances (NPS) are continuously and increasingly
appearing on the international drug market. Global Internet forums are a publicly
available reality where users anonymously discuss and share information about NPS. The
aim of this study was to explore and characterize the discussions about NPS on
international Internet forums. Methods: The most post-frequent NPS discussions were
collected from three "leading edge" international Internet forums. A total of 13,082 posts
from 60 threads of discussion were systematically examined and interpreted to reveal
recurring topics and patterns. Each thread was coded with emerging topics and supporting
quotations from the data set. Eventually, codes with coherent meaning were arranged into
51 broader categories of abstraction, which were combined into four overarching themes.
Results: Four themes emerged during the analysis: (1) uncovering the substance facts, (2)
dosage and administration, (3) subjectively experienced effects, and (4) support and
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safety. The first theme dealt primarily with substance identification, pharmacology, and
assessed not only purity but also legal status and acquisition. The second theme focused
on administration techniques, dose recommendations, technical talk about equipment, and
preferred settings for drug use. The third theme involved a multitude of self-reported
experiences, in which many different aspects of intoxication were depicted in great detail.
The users emphasized both positive and negative experiences. The last theme
incorporated the efforts of the communities to prevent and minimize harm by sharing
information about potential risks of the harmful effects or contraindications of a
substance. Also, online support and guidance were given to intoxicated persons who
experienced bad or fearful reactions. Conclusions: The findings showed that the
discussions were characterized by a social process in which users supported each other
and exchanged an extensive and cumulative amount of knowledge about NPS and how to
use them safely. Although this publicly available knowledge could entail an increase in
drug use, the main characteristics of the discussions in general were a concern for safety
and harm reduction, not for recruiting new users. Drug-related Internet forums could be
used as a location for drug prevention, as well as a source of information for further
research about NPS. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The quality of compassion is explored as necessary to the work of the Sandplay therapist.
The author traces the history of the archetype of the Buddhist bodhisattva of compassion,
Kwan Yin, as it moved from India to China and Japan, and how it has been central to her
in the holding of Sandplay process. In a case example, a young girl, with a family history
of trauma and addictions, uses several figures of Kwan Yin in her sandplay. These seem
to reflect the movement of the therapy, and to hold the potential of transformation of the
girl's ability to relate more positively with her family and friends. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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67. Substance use and antisocial behavior in adolescents: The role of family and peer-individual risk and protective
factors.
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Abstract:

Extant literature reports a frequent co-occurrence of substance consumption and antisocial
behaviors. It is also postulated, therefore, that risk and protective factors are shared by the
two behaviors. The purpose of this research is to test this notion by exploring whether
family and peer-individual risk and protective factors are similarly associated with unique
and co-occurring substance consumption and antisocial behaviors. A sample of 1,599
school students ranging between the ages of 11 and 19 completed a Spanish-language
version of the Communities That Care Youth Survey (CTCYS). This instrument measures
risk and protective factors and also captures adolescent drug consumption and antisocial
behaviors. We find that risk and protective factors seem to operate in distinct ways for
drug consumption and antisocial behaviors when they occur separately. Our findings
indicate that the co-occurrence of both behaviors is related to risk factors, but it should
not be inferred that the same factors will be present when only one behavior is observed.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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68. Tailgating and pregaming by college students with alcohol offenses: Patterns of alcohol use and beliefs.
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Abstract:

Research indicates that pregaming (drinking before a social event) and tailgating
(drinking before a sporting event) are two culturally ingrained alcohol use behaviors by
college students. We examined the prevalence of these two activities in a sample of
college students (N = 354) who violated campus alcohol policy and were mandated to
receive an alcohol intervention in fall 2010. Results indicated that alcohol consumption
and other risk factors were related to pregaming and tailgating. These findings are
discussed in the context of clinical implications and future directions for research. This
study was funded in part by the National Institutes of Health. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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69. Family functioning and parent support trajectories and substance use and misuse among minority urban
adolescents: A latent class growth analysis.
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Abstract:

We sought to examine latent classes of family functioning and parent support trajectories
during high school and whether these trajectories are associated with an increased risk of
substance use and misuse among urban youth. A total of 850 adolescents (Mage = 15.1
years) were included in this study, assessed at baseline, 12-, 24-, and 36-months
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postbaseline, and completed self-report measures on past 30-day alcohol and marijuana
use, binge drinking, and measures of family functioning and parent support. Latent class
growth analysis revealed that trajectories of high family functioning and parent support
are associated with a decreased risk of marijuana use. Findings may be helpful to inform
family-based preventive interventions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to assess whether, among clients receiving substance abuse
treatment (n = 616), those dependent on alcohol or cocaine differed significantly from
those concurrently dependent on both drugs in terms of physical, mental, social, and
economic harms as well as substance use behaviors. Methods: Clients from five substance
abuse treatment agencies presenting with a primary problem of cocaine or alcohol were
classified into three groups as dependent on: (1) alcohol alone, (2) cocaine alone, or (3)
both cocaine and alcohol (i.e. concurrent dependence). Participants completed a
self-administered questionnaire that included details of their drug and alcohol use,
physical health, mental health, social health, economic health, and demographic
characteristics. Results: The concurrent group drank similar amounts of alcohol as those
in the alcohol group and used similar amounts of cocaine as the cocaine group. The
alcohol group had significantly (p < .05) poorer health profiles than the concurrent group
across most variables of the four health domains. An exception was significantly more
accidental injuries (p < .05) in the alcohol group. In both bivariate and multivariate
analyses, the concurrent group had significantly (p < .05) more accidental injuries,
violence, and overdoses than the cocaine group. As well, the concurrent group had
significantly (p < .05) higher scores on the anxiety and sexual compulsion scales than the
cocaine group, controlling for demographic variables. Conclusion: These findings can aid
health care professionals to better respond to issues related to concurrent dependence of
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cocaine and alcohol. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Background: A large body of work has demonstrated that sexual minority women have
elevated rates of substance use morbidity, as compared with heterosexual women, and
that this might be especially true for women of color. Objectives: This study examines the
influence of acculturation and discrimination on substance use among Latina sexual
minority women. Methods: Data were collected from 2007 to 2008 as part of a larger
community-based survey in the greater Chicago area. Scales measured discrimination,
acculturation, and substance use. Structural equation modeling validated scales and
examined their relationships, which were further described via mediation analysis.
Results: Increased acculturation leads to substance use and this relationship is partially
mediated by discrimination (Sobel test = 2.10; p < .05). Conclusions/Importance:
Implications of these findings and directions for future research are discussed. Funding
was provided by several women's and public health organizations. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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72. Rejection attitudes, poor parental bonding, and stressful life events in heroin addicts' families.
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Abstract:

Background: The influence of family factors on the development and/or on maintenance
of heroin addiction still remains unclear. Objectives: The aim of this study was to
investigate family factors, which might be associated with heroin addiction in a sample of
male individuals. Methods: A group of 40 heroin addicts' families was compared with a
group of 17 families with a member presenting schizophrenia and a group of 27 families
with mentally healthy members in regard to (1) parents' rejection attitudes toward their
adult child, (2) quality of parental bond, as perceived by the adult child, and (3) stressful
life events in the nuclear family. Results: The main findings showed that the degree of
rejection by the fathers in the heroin addicts' families as well as in the subjects with
schizophrenia was significantly higher compared to the fathers' degree of rejection in the
control group. Moreover, the degree of rejection by mothers in the heroin addicts' families
was significantly higher compared to the mothers' degree of rejection in the control group.
Heroin addicts reported that they had perceived less care from their fathers than healthy
controls. The total number of stressful life events in the nuclear family was higher in the
patients with schizophrenia in comparison to the healthy controls. Also, in the heroin
addicts' group, a significantly higher number of fathers presented a current or past
psychiatric disorder. Conclusions: The findings of this study showed the importance of
negative family factors in the course of heroin addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Introduction: Performance and image-enhancing drugs (PIEDs), also known as "lifestyle
drugs," are increasingly sold on the Internet to enhance cognitive as well as sexual,
muscular, attentive, and other natural capacities. Our analysis focuses on the misuse of the
cognitive enhancer piracetam. Methods: A literature review was carried out in PsychInfo
and Pubmed database. Considering the absence of peer-reviewed data, review of
additional sources of unstructured information from the Internet was carried out between
February 2012 and July 2013. Additional searches were conducted using the Global
Public Health Intelligence Network (GPHIN), a secure Internet-based early warning
system developed by Health Canada and the World Health Organization (WHO), which
monitors media reports in six languages, Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and
Spanish. Results: Piracetam is sold via illicit online pharmacies with no need of
prescription at low prices. Buyers, mainly healthy individuals, purchase the product to
enhance study- and work-related performances as well as for recreational purposes. Its
nonmedical use is often associated with the occurrence of side effects such as
hallucinations, psychomotor agitation, dysphoria, tiredness, dizziness, memory loss,
headache, and severe diarrhoea; moreover, several users declared to have neither felt any
cognitive improvement nor psychedelic effects. Conclusions: This is a new and
fast-growing trend of abuse that needs to be extensively monitored and studied also by
using near real-time and unstructured sources of information such as Internet news and
online reports in order to acquire rapid knowledge and understanding. Products sold
online might be counterfeits and this enhances related health risks. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The legendary debate over whether a connection between creativity and addictions exists
is one that is shrouded in mystery and intrigue, but also one that continuously returns to
the circuitous metaphor of the chicken and the egg. In an effort to better understand
nuances in the relationship between creativity and addictions, this paper examines the life
of Stephen King, and the omnipotent fantasies from which both his creative processes and
addictive behaviours emerged. Since the early twentieth century, psychodynamic thinkers
have highlighted omnipotent fantasies as a psychological force driving creative processes
as efforts towards personal transformation. Similarly, numerous psychodynamic theories
have highlighted omnipotent fantasies as playing a cardinal role in the psychological
processes that propel substance abuse. And yet, the construct of omnipotence has yet to
be examined as a theoretical bridge to bind such theories of creativity and substance
abuse together. While fostering personal meaning and self-transformation when
manifested in his creative writing processes, omnipotent fantasies have also lead Stephen
King down a precarious path of addictive behaviours. Through a narrative analysis of the
life of Stephen King, who has written in great depth about both his creativity and
substance abuse, I will illustrate how omnipotent fantasies often shape and foster both
healthy, creative processes towards growth and maladaptive, addictive impulses towards
self-destruction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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75. Review of Clinical manual of addiction psychopharmacology, 2nd edition.
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Abstract:

Reviews the book, Clinical Manual of Addiction Psychopharmacology, 2Nd Edition
edited by Henry R. Kranzler, Domenic A. Ciraulo, and Leah R. Zindel (see record
2013-43737-000). This manual is a comprehensive and well-written review of the current
knowledge on the pharmacology of drugs of abuse and the pharmacological treatment
options available to physicians treating addiction disorders. It is divided into 10 chapters,
with nine chapters each focussing on a single class of substance and the 10th addressing
the psychotherapies for substance use disorders. The chapters are ordered according to a
combination of prevalence of use and availability of pharmacotherapy options,
highlighting the relative interest and progress from the pharmaceutical industry in the
various addictive conditions. The breadth of knowledge in this comprehensive and
systematically presented manual will serve as an excellent guide both for those working
in clinical addiction psychiatry as well as those with a research interest in this burgeoning
clinical specialty. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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76. Review of Learning solution focused therapy: An illustrated guide.
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Abstract:

Reviews the book, Learning Solution Focused Therapy: An Illustrated Guide by Anne
Bodmer Lutz (see record 2013-43700-000). Solution-Focused Therapy was developed
through examining hours of videotaped sessions with patients in an attempt to ascertain
what practical techniques work best in a therapeutic setting. What resulted was very much
a patient-centred approach focusing on positive techniques such as complements, goal
negotiation and focusing on the patient's strengths and resources. This is in contrast to the
standard medical model in which eliciting pathology is regarded as key to treatment.
While this book focuses mainly on its use as a form of therapy for children and families,
the author is keen to point out that the techniques used can also be integrated into the
standard Psychiatric assessment and other areas such as Psychopharmacotherapy and
Addiction. Although the Solution-Focused Approach doesn't necessarily come intuitively
to doctors used to being taught how to illicit and describe pathological processes, there is
much to be gained from reading this concise and practical book. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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77. Pregabalin abuse for enhancing sexual performance: Case discussion and literature review.
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Abstract:

Pregabalin is a -aminobutyric acid analogue that is primarily prescribed in psychiatry for
management of generalized anxiety disorder. The belief in its low potential for abuse has
placed it in a superior position to other anxiolytic agents. However, more recent, concerns
have been raised about the addictive potential of pregabalin. This problem has not
received much attention nor has the mechanism of its development. There is also a lack of
understanding of the difference in the experience of abusing pregabalin in contrast to
abusing other illicit drugs. We report the case of a 55-year-old patient with a background
history of multiple psychoactive substances misuse who elaborated on his own personal
experience of pregabalin abuse. He consumed a month's supply of this medication over 2
days and realized an enhancement in sexual desire and excitement. This effect should be
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considered when prescribing pregabalin. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objectives: Gamma-butyrolactone/gamma-hydroxybutyrate (GBL/GHB) and related
analogues are increasingly misused. The study reports on patient characteristics, nature
and pattern of use, complications and comorbidity for a cohort of patients presenting to a
large Substance Misuse Service in Brighton and Hove City. Method: A retrospective
case-note review of routinely collected clinical data on patients with primary GBL/GHB
misuse. Results: In all, 24 individuals were male and 3 female, with a mean age of 34
years. A total of 21 males identified themselves as gay and 1 female as bisexual. Just over
half (15, 56%), respectively, were living in stable accommodation and were in
employment or third-level education. In all, 22 (81%) met criteria for physical
dependence and two-thirds (18, 67%) had experienced overdose. The group was using
large amounts of GBL (mean 53 ml/day) with a significant number (25, 93%) using
'around the clock' (every 1-3 hours). Over one-third (10, 37%) had a diagnosis of HIV and
with 24 (89%) having a presumptive diagnosis of anxiety disorder. Conclusions: A profile
of gay men with relatively stable lifestyles, but nevertheless with a high rate of
complication of GBL/GHB use and with a significant comorbidity (HIV and
psychological problems) was identified. The need for integrated specialist services and
the importance of liaison with Emergency Departments and HIV services is highlighted.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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79. High speed: Amphetamine use in the context of conventional culture.
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Citation:
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Abstract:

While the use of cannabis is often anchored in subversive values, and the use of heroin is
situated at the social margins, the use of amphetamines appears to be associated with
more conventional values. Interviews with 55 Norwegian amphetamine and/or
methamphetamine users reveal that the substance is used for three main reasons. First,
amphetamines are used by binge drinkers to "keep the party going." Second,
amphetamines are used by segments of the marginalized working class to enable them to
work longer hours. Third, amphetamines are used medically by some to treat
self-diagnosed symptoms of illnesses such as attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD). (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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80. An exploration of stigma in the lives of sex offenders and heroin abusers.
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John Jay College of Criminal Justice (CUNY), New York, NY, US; Mercy College,
Dobbs Ferry, NY, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Research was conducted on variations and commonalities of sexual offenders and heroin
abusers and how they manage stigma in their everyday lives. Interviews with 13 sex
offenders (SOs) and 44 heroin abusers (HAs) were conducted in New York City. Results
suggest that both SOs and HAs disclose or conceal their stigmatized status based on their
relationship to others and the situations in which they anticipate social condemnation.
Both groups have formed intra-group hierarchies based on status, where child molesters
and heroin abusers receive the most disdain. Some heroin abusers manage their stigma by
engaging in behavior that we term redemptive passing, in which stigmatized individuals
attempt to pass as non-stigmatized through deceptive means in order to make amends for
prior harms they have caused. The stigmatization of sex offenders and heroin abusers has
important implications for health, as members of these groups are less likely to seek
treatment in order to distance themselves from their stigmatizing status. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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81. Heroin use among adolescents: A multi-theoretical examination.
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Abstract:

Criminological examination of substance use is common in the extant literature; however,
little research has examined heroin use among adolescents. Recent trends in drug use
indicate a rise of heroin among adolescents indicating a need to provide theoretical
explanations of this phenomenon. This study examines the efficacy of social learning
theory and social bond theory to explain heroin use. The study uses a nationally
representative sample of adolescents from the Monitoring the Future Survey (N = 2,465).
The results support the central arguments from social structure social learning theory.
First, the results show that social structure components have links with heroin use.
Second, the results show that social learning theory mediates the effect of social structure
measures on heroin use. The results are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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82. Taking or not taking medications: Psychiatric treatment perceptions in patients diagnosed with bipolar disorder.
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Abstract:

What is known and objective: Bipolar disorder is a common and disabling condition.
Although its negative impact may be limited in some way by the use of different
treatment options, lack of adherence to psychiatric treatment is still an obstacle to
overcome. Because there are many factors involved in non-adherence to treatment, in this
study, we sought to examine the subjective aspect of this phenomenon. We analysed
perceptions of both the disease and the treatment in a group of patients with bipolar
disorder. Methods: We incorporated a qualitative design that included 50 outpatients
diagnosed with bipolar disorder type 1. Through semi-structured interviews, we explored
patients' perceptions of bipolarity and psychiatric medication management. Results and
discussion: The participants reported the use of medications as one of the most troubling
aspects of having bipolar disorder. The fear of becoming addicted to psychiatric drugs
was repeatedly mentioned among the patients as an argument for abandoning treatment.
The main expectation of treatment was to achieve stable mood, but the patients
considered that drugs were not the only way to be euthymic. What is new and
conclusions: The patients expressed ambivalence between the need to take medication to
remain stable and the fear of negative consequences of using psychiatric drugs. Personal
beliefs and environmental influences seem to determine each individual's final choice of
whether to maintain or discontinue treatment; so, in everyday clinical practice, it would
be necessary to discuss perceptions of the disease with patients and their families.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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83. Therapeutic communities for substance abusers: Assessment of treatment outcomes.

Original Title:

Comunidades terapeuticas para dependentes de substancias psicoativas: avaliacao dos
resultados do tratamento.

Citation:

Psicologia: Teoria e Pratica, 2014, vol./is. 16/2(156-171), 1516-3687;1980-6906 (2014)

Author(s):

Scaduto, Alessandro Antonio; Barbieri, Valeria; dos Santos, Manoel Antonio

Correspondence Address:

Scaduto, Alessandro Antonio: Universidade de Sao Paulo, Faculdade de Filosofia,
Ciencias e Letras de Ribeirao Preto, Departamento de Psicologia, Avenida Bandeirantes,
3.900, Monte Alegre, Ribeirao Preto, Brazil, CEP: 14040 901, aascaduto@uol.com.br

Institution:

Faculdade de Filosofia, Ciencias e Letras de Ribeirao Preto, Ribeirao Preto, Brazil;
Faculdade de Filosofia, Ciencias e Letras de Ribeirao Preto, Ribeirao Preto, Brazil;
Faculdade de Filosofia, Ciencias e Letras de Ribeirao Preto, Ribeirao Preto, Brazil

Language:

Portuguese

Abstract:

The therapeutic community (TC) is a treatment modality for substance abusers applied in
Brazil. However, there are few academic studies of its contributions and limitations, in
order to improve the care quality. The objective of the study was to investigate
psychological profile changes of patients from a TC, who were assessed in the beginning
and in the end of treatment. The participants (seven crack, cocaine and alcohol male
abusers) were assessed using a semi-structured interview guide, the Minnesota
Multiphasic Personality Inventory (improved readability form-MMPI-IRF) and the
Thematic Apperception Test. The results show improvements in psychological
functioning in different degrees for two subgroups of participants in the end of treatment,
in terms of their personality structure type. This variable seems to mediate the
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introjection's quality of the experiences during the treatment. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The increase in the use of drugs and their subjective effects are an epidemic problem for
public health. This paper presents the results of a qualitative study on the subjective
condition of eight young addicts that have sought help in rehabilitation clinics. The
methodology of interpretive analysis of data collected from the interviews used the
psychoanalytic theory. The precariousness of primordial relationships resulted in a
construction of subjectivity marked by abandonment and helplessness. The understanding
of the subject condition and his relation with the object drug reveals a psychic pain that
meets, in the anesthesia offered by the drug, a coping strategy. It was found that the
intensity of the early experiences in life, and not psychic elaborated, meet, as a form of
discharge, the path of the act. The observed psychic fragility reaffirmed the necessity for
an expansion of strategies of dealing with drug addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This study aimed to determine the prevalence of psychoactivies substance use among
high school students in Maceio, Alagoas state. It was a descriptive, cross sectional study.
The sample was composed by 407 students and the survey was conducted in four public
and in three private schools. Participants answered a sociodemographic questionnaire, and
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a questionnaire about consumption of psychoactive substances. Alcoholic beverages were
the more consumed substance in the five modes of use: during the life, in a year, in one
month, frequent and heavy use. Consumption in life was more prevalent in males and
students from private schools. The research verified the need to carry out projects to
prevent the drug use and improve health promotion. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The main goal of this research was to investigate the depressive symptomatology in
family members of drug-addicts and its relationship with socio-demographic variables of
participants. The sample was composed by family members of 100 drug addicts, most
female. The study was held up in drug-addiction rehab centers in the city of Joao
Pessoa/PB. A socio-demographic questionnaire and the Beck Depression Inventory (BDI)
were used and the data were analyzed by means of inferential and descriptive statistics. A
depressive symptomatology index of 66% was observed, 35% with mild symptoms, 27%
moderate, and 4% severe. The level of education was significantly related to depressive
symptoms, identifying higher averages in participants with low education. These results
are important because the family is not well studied and assisted by public health policies,
although they are considered relevant in the treatment and inclusion of drug addicts.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Drug Addiction
*Family Members
*Major Depression
Drug Rehabilitation

Source:

PsycINFO

87. Special topics in family therapy: Mental illness, physical illness, substance abuse, family violence, and divorce.

Citation:

An introduction to marriage and family therapy (2nd ed.)., 2015(468-504) (2015)

Author(s):

Priest, Jacob B; Salts, Connie; Smith, Thomas

Institution:

Department of Rehabilitation and Counselor Education, University of Iowa, Iowa City,
IA, US; Auburn University, Auburn, AL, US; Auburn University, Auburn, AL, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

(from the chapter) Family therapy approaches were first conceived and implemented in
response to specific types of mental health issues that challenged the practitioners of the
time. The first "special problems" addressed by the pioneering family therapists were
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those of the seriously mentally ill (Nichols & Schwartz, 2001). This chapter follows in
this longest of family therapy traditions: the application of family therapy perspectives to
health and relational problems. In particular, five specific problem areas are addressed:
mental illness, physical illness, substance abuse, family violence, and divorce. In this
chapter, the societal impact of each problem area is discussed, along with the contribution
that marriage and family therapy approaches have made to the conceptualization and
treatment of these problems. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved)
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Book; Edited Book
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Abstract:

One of the tenets of community psychology is examining psychological phenomena in
context, and our studies explored the relationship between hope and context among
individuals in recovery for substance use disorders. Study 1 involved 595 participants
who resided in 90 recovery homes. We found that context, as house effects, was salient in
residents' perceptions of hope, suggesting that the context of recovery homes-their
configurations and dynamics-may play a role in an individual's future perspective. Study
2 involved 102 recovering adults. Findings indicated that one's perceived context (i.e.,
opportunities, choices, and obstacles) was related to not only one's self-reported levels of
hope but also one's perception of hope for others. Approximately 50% of an individual's
hopefulness was explained by contextual factors, thus suggesting that system-level effects
are critical to an individual's hopefulness. The finding that context was predictive of
hopefulness suggests that a community psychology perspective on feelings of hope is
critical, especially for individuals in substance use recovery. Implications regarding the
importance of hope and context for ecological research and contextual influences on
behavior change are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

France presents one of the highest prevalence of teenagers aged 15-year-olds who report
they already have experienced cannabis in Europe. Data from the French 2010 Health
Behavior in School-aged Children (HSBC) survey and environmental parameters
typifying schools 'neighborhoods were used to study cannabis experimentation. We
conducted a two-level logistic regression (clusters being schools) on 4,175 French
8th-10th graders from 156 schools. Several individual parameters were linked to cannabis
experimentation. Living in a non-intact family, feeling insufficiently monitored, having
poor communication with mother and being from a family with a high socio-economic
status (SES) were all associated with increased risk of cannabis experimentation. At
environmental level, only being in a priority education area was linked to this behavior,
without explaining differences among schools. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Young adulthood has been shown to be a time of increased substance use.
Yet, not enough is known about which factors contribute to initiation and progression of
substance use among young adults specifically during the transition year away from high
school. Objectives: A narrative review was undertaken to increase understanding of the
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predictors of changes in use of tobacco, alcohol, cannabis, other illicit drugs, and mental
health problems among young adults during the transition period after high school.
Methods: A review of academic literature examining predictors of the use of tobacco,
alcohol and cannabis, and co-morbidities (e.g., co-occurring substance use and/or mental
health issues) among young adults transitioning from high school to post-secondary
education or the workforce. Results: Twenty six studies were included in the review. The
majority of the studies (19) examined substance use during the transition from high
school to post-secondary settings. Seven studies examined substance use in
post-secondary settings. The studies consistently found that substance use increases
among young adults as they transition away from high school. During the transition away
from high school, common predictors of substance use include substance use in high
school, and peer influence. Common predictors of substance use in post-secondary
education include previous substance use, peer influence, psychological factors and
mental health issues. Conclusions/Importance: Further research on social contextual
influences on substance use, mental health issues, gender differences and availability of
substances during the transition period is needed to inform the development of new
preventive interventions for this age group. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Baseline patients' characteristics are critical for treatment planning, as these
can be moderators of treatment effects. In Mexico, information on treatment seekers with
substance use disorders is scarce and limited to demographic characteristics. Objective:
This paper presents and analyses demographic characteristics, substance use related
problems, clinical features, and addiction severity in a sample of treatment seekers from
the first multi-site randomized clinical trial implemented in the Mexican Clinical Trials
Network on Addiction and Mental Health. Methods: A total of 120 participants were
assessed prior randomization. Chi square or F-tests were used to compare sites across
variables. Spearman correlation was used to associate negative consequences of substance
use and motivation to change. Results: The majority of participants were men, and the
most prevalent substances reported were alcohol, marijuana, and cocaine. Participants
were predominantly on the contemplation or action stage of change, and this was
correlated with the perception of the negative consequences associated with substance
use. Participants reported a high prevalence of substance use related problems.
Conclusions: Substance use related problems, clinical features, and addiction severity
reported by treatment seekers are important characteristics to take into account when
planning treatment as they facilitate tailoring treatment to meet patients' needs.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Although ecstasy (MDMA) use is not as prevalent in the United States (US)
as it was in the early 2000s, use remains popular among adolescents and young adults.
Few recent studies have examined ecstasy use in national samples among those at
particularly high risk for use-adolescents approaching adulthood. Research is needed to
delineate sociodemographic correlates of use in this group. Methods: Data were examined
from a nationally representative sample of high school seniors in the US (modal age = 18)
from the Monitoring the Future study (years 2007-2012; weighted N = 26,504). Data from
all cohorts were aggregated and correlates of recent (last 12-month) use of ecstasy were
examined. Results: Roughly 4.4% of high school seniors reported use of ecstasy within
the last year. Females and religious students were consistently at lower odds for use.
Black and Hispanic students, and students residing with two parents, were at lower odds
for ecstasy use, until controlling for other drug use. Odds of use were consistently
increased for those residing in a city, students with weekly income of >$50 from a job,
and students earning >$10 weekly from other sources. Lifetime use of alcohol, cigarettes,
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marijuana, and other illicit drugs each robustly increased odds of ecstasy use. Conclusion:
Subgroups of high school seniors, defined by specific sociodemographic factors, and
those who have used other drugs, are currently at high risk for ecstasy initiation and use.
Since ecstasy is regaining popularity in the US, prevention efforts should consider these
factors. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Sweden has a free, universal addiction treatment system, yet few studies exist examining
utilization of treatment in this country. This study identified predisposing, enabling, and
need factors associated with history of number of voluntary addiction treatment episodes
for a national sample of 12,009 individuals assessed for an alcohol and/or drug use
disorder in Sweden. On average, people reported 4.3 prior treatment episodes. Linear
regression methods identified that predisposing factors such as older age and being male
were associated with more voluntary addiction treatment episodes compared to younger
and female clients; a higher Addiction Severity Index (ASI) employment score (an
enabling factor) was associated with more voluntary addiction treatment episodes; and
need factors including a history of inpatient mental health treatment, a higher ASI
psychiatric score, a higher ASI alcohol score, higher levels of illicit drug use, more
compulsory addiction treatment episodes, a lower ASI legal score, and a history of
criminal justice involvement were all associated with more voluntary addiction treatment
episodes compared to their counterparts.. There were no differences in the number of
treatment episodes by education or immigrant status. Implications: (1) Need is a key
factor associated with more treatment use. (2) Further studies are needed to identify
gender differences in access/use of treatment. (3) Given multiple treatment histories,
Swedish addiction treatment policy should reflect a chronic care model rather than an
acute care model. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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94. Drug and alcohol use in Iraq: Findings of the inaugural Iraqi Community Epidemiological Workgroup.
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Abstract:

Background: Reports suggest increased use of alcohol, prescription drugs, and illicit
drugs in Iraq in the past decade, which may portend an increase in substance use disorders
(SUDs) and, thus, an increased need for treatments. Objectives/Methods: To develop
better information on the nature and extent of drug and alcohol use in Iraq, the Iraqi
Ministry of Health, with support from the US government and technical assistance from
US researchers, held an initial Iraqi Community Epidemiology Work Group meeting in
May 2012 in Baghdad. Drug seizure data were the primary data source, provided by Iraqi
law enforcement and customs officials. Ministry of Health officials presented data from
hospitals (medical and psychiatric), outpatient clinics, and health centers, as well as from
surveys of medical patients, pharmacy patients, and prisoners. Results: The data suggest
that the most commonly used substances are alcohol, hashish, and prescription drugs.
New drugs in Iraq's drug use scene include the amphetamine-type substances "Captagon"
and crystal methamphetamine, and the painkiller tramadol. Seizures of Captagon,
methamphetamine, Afghan opium, teriac (a crude form of opium), and heroin at border
crossings may indicate that these substances are becoming more popular. A plan for an
ongoing program of CEWG meetings was developed. Conclusions: Drug and alcohol use
in Iraq is increasing and new drugs are appearing in the country. An ongoing program for
monitoring drug use trends and informing Iraqi policy makers is important for public
health planning, including the development of strategies to identify citizens with SUDs
and provide them treatment. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This study was conducted to determine the frequency of anabolic-androgenic steroids
consumption in male students studying at the university and their awareness, attitude, and
role of sports activities; the present descriptive study was conducted on 271 volunteers in
2008. The data collected by self-report questionnaires was analyzed by descriptive
inferential statistics. The prevalence of consumption was 3.3%, and it was significantly
higher in those with a history of bodybuilding or athletic performance. The overall
awareness rate was low, and the attitude was too optimistic. It seems that unawareness,
incorrect attitude, and history of athletic performance increases the risk of consumption.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Research indicates that stereotypes can intersect. For example, the intersection of
stereotypes about gender and mental disorders could result in perceptions of gendered
mental disorders. In the current research, Studies 1 and 2 showed that people view
specific disorders as being masculine or feminine. The masculine stereotype included
antisocial personality disorder, addictions, and paraphilias. The feminine stereotype
included eating disorders, histrionic personality disorder, body dysmorphia, and orgasmic
disorder. In both studies, the perception of disorders as masculine was positively
correlated with stigma. Study 3 showed that the positive correlation between masculinity
and stigma also occurred when examining specific symptoms rather than full mental
disorders. The findings provide further evidence for the intersection of stereotypes and
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indicate a novel factor in the understanding of stigma. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The impacts of the terror attacks of September 11, 2001, were observed in Student
Assistance and Prevention Counseling programs in New York schools. Methods: A
mixed-method study of programs across the state, consisting of interviews (N = 14) and
record reviews (N = 407), was conducted in New York State in 2002. Standardized state
forms were used for quantitative data collection and frequencies were analyzed. Results:
An analysis of referral source before and after September 11, 2001, showed that
self-referrals were slightly higher after September 11, 2001. Using data from students
admitted before September 11, 2001, as a baseline, there were some shifts observed in
reason for admission following the terrorist attacks. Increase of services was typical for
the schools closest to the World Trade Center site and in the New York metropolitan area.
Discussion: Due to the flexible nature of Student Assistance and Prevention Counseling
services, programs were able to redirect both staff and resources to attempt to meet the
need brought about by this tragedy. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The current study evaluated the link between proactive (goal-oriented) and reactive
(behavior in response to a perceived threat) aggression and lifetime alcohol, tobacco, and
marijuana use in a sample of 152 predominantly Hispanic (94.7%) high school students.
Furthermore, the impact of neighborhood violence and gender invariance on these
associations were examined. Findings suggested unique associations between proactive,
not reactive, aggression and use of all three substances. No significant interactions
between the aggression subtypes and neighborhood violence were evident, and no gender
differences emerged. Findings suggest targeting proactive aggression for the prevention of
substance use for both males and females. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

School truancy is a serious concern in the United States, with far-reaching negative
consequences. Truancy has been positively associated with substance use and delinquent
behavior; however, research is limited. Consequently, the Truancy Brief Intervention
Project was established to treat and prevent substance use and other risky behaviors
among truants. This article examines whether the Brief Intervention program is more
effective in preventing future delinquency over a 12-month follow-up period than the
standard truancy program. Results indicate the Brief Intervention was marginally
significant in effecting future delinquency among truants, compared to the standard
truancy program. Future implications of this study are discussed. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Purpose: Alcohol availability is an important predictor of alcohol use in adolescents and
its negative consequences. Within this study, we zoomed in on availability through
alcohol home delivery services (AHDS) by measuring compliance with the legal age limit
in this sector. Methods: Two methods were used: (1) mystery shopping in which 21
underage AHDS beer orders were placed and received and (2) mystery calls in which 30
AHDS were called and questioned. Results: In the mystery shopping study, all 21
deliveries were approved and executed by the AHDS (compliance 0%). Within the
mystery calls, 23 AHDS said they would not sell alcohol to 15-year-olds (76.7%
self-reported compliance), but 19 of them approved secondary purchasing. In total,
self-reported compliance was only found in 4 out of the 30 AHDS (13.3%). Conclusions:
In addition to supermarkets, liquor stores, and the catering industry, AHDS should not be
overlooked. Low (or no) compliance with age limits in AHDS is a weak link in the
system of underage alcohol availability. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Purpose of review: This article explores recent research in adolescent circadian rhythms,
neurobiological changes influencing affective regulation and reward responding, and the
emergence of substance use and related problems. Recent findings: Recent findings have
confirmed that adolescents with drug and alcohol problems are also beset by sleep
problems, and have advanced our understanding of the relationship between sleep
problems and substance involvement in this developmental period. During adolescence, a
shift to later preferred sleep times interacts with early school start times to cause sleep
loss and circadian misalignment. Sleep loss and circadian misalignment may disrupt
reward-related brain function and impair inhibitory control. Deficits or delays in mature
reward and inhibitory functions may contribute to adolescent alcohol use and other
substance involvement. Summary: An integration of the available research literature
suggests that changes in sleep and circadian rhythms during adolescence may contribute
to accelerated substance use and related problems. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Purpose of review: Individuals who undergo bariatric surgery typically experience
outcomes of marked weight loss and improvements in medical comorbidities and
psychological functioning. Unfortunately, a significant minority of patients also
experience problems, such as reoccurring or new psychiatric disorders, alcohol or
substance abuse, or eating disorders. In the current manuscript, we explore empirical
studies published in the past year that are relevant to this topic. Recent findings: In the
area of psychiatric disorders, we focus on depression and anxiety, with several studies
showing initial improvement in depression and anxiety symptoms followed by
deterioration in the following years. Research in alcohol use has revealed a trend in which
alcohol consumption decreases or ceases immediately following surgery, but often
increases over time. Some studies have recently compared alcohol use across different
types of surgery, which may help clarify a potential biological component of these
problems. Finally, some eating disordered behaviors, which have until now received
relatively little attention, have been further studied, with subthreshold loss-of-control
eating behaviors receiving increased empirical examination. Summary: Stemming from
these findings, we suggest several directions to take for future research. With respect to
psychiatric disorders, a closer examination of the effect of weight regain on related
psychiatric comorbidities would prove valuable in determining the risk of disorder
development. The mechanism by which the rate of alcohol consumption is altered
following surgery has been proven elusive, and focusing further scrutiny on the
differences in consumption between surgical procedures could prove useful in
deciphering it. And with regards to eating disorders, a closer examination of both full
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diagnostic and less common eating disorders following bariatric surgery would be
prudent. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Purpose of review: This article provides an overview of current thinking about the
association between disordered eating and obesity, emphasizing binge eating, binge eating
disorder and food addiction as useful conceptual models. Recent findings: Binge eating,
recurrent and persistent episodes of overeating coupled with a lack of control over eating,
and binge eating disorder, the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual-5 mental disorder, have
been a major focus of work to clarify the relationship between disordered eating and
obesity. A second focus has been the addiction model of aberrant eating, which posits that
recurrent overeating of palatable food is similar to addictive behavior and characterized
by dysregulation of the dopaminergic reward system. We describe efforts to integrate
these models by focusing on binge eating phenotypes as the subgroup of obese
individuals characterized by disordered eating. Examples of empirical work based on
these models are provided, as well as selected studies that reflect the burgeoning literature
focusing on addictive and feeding behaviors across multiple domains and levels of
analysis. Summary: Research evidence to explain similarities and differences across
levels of BMI and varying aspects of feeding behavior may promote the identification of
novel interventions that address weight and eating problems. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: To compare self-identified lesbian, gay, and bisexual (LGB) college students to
heterosexual peers and to each other on alcohol, tobacco and other drug (ATOD)
measures and alcohol use consequences. Methods: Preexisting data (Falls 2009-2011)
from the American College Health Association-National College Health Assessment
(ACHA-NCHA-II) were analyzed. Results: Bisexual college students had greater odds of
ATOD use than heterosexual and gay/lesbian students. Bisexual women had the highest
levels of use. LGB students had more serious consequences due to alcohol use.
Conclusions: ATOD use among LGB students was more prevalent than heterosexuals
during the past 30 days, year, and lifetime. LGB students report more negative alcohol
consequences. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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105. Smoking cessation in an urban population in China.
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Abstract:

Objective: To examine smoking cessation among urban-based Chinese. Methods:
Multi-stage random sampling was used to obtain a sample from 21 cities in China. Two
logistic regression models were established to identify factors influencing quit intention
and smoking cessation. Results: Prevalence of smoking cessation was 10.1%; 45.5% of
smokers intended to quit. Women and professionals had higher cessation rates than men
and nonprofessionals. Rates of quit intention were highest among managers and clerks,
Page 85

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

and lowest among those who used gifted tobacco, smoked alone, and reported addiction
to nicotine. Conclusion: Individual and city level factors are associated with quit intention
and smoking cessation among urban-dwelling Chinese smokers. This information should
guide smoking cessation programs and inform health policy. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The ventral bed nucleus of the stria terminalis (vBNST) has been implicated in
stress-induced cocaine use. Here we demonstrate that, in the vBNST, corticotropin
releasing factor (CRF) is expressed in neurons that innervate the ventral tegmental area
(VTA), a site where the CRF receptor antagonist antalarmin prevents the reinstatement of
cocaine seeking by a stressor, intermittent footshock, following intravenous
self-administration in rats. The vBNST receives dense noradrenergic innervation and
expresses adrenergic receptors (ARs). Footshock-induced reinstatement was prevented by
bilateral intra-vBNST injection of the -2 AR antagonist, ICI-118,551, but not the -1 AR
antagonist, betaxolol. Moreover, bilateral intra-vBNST injection of the -2 AR agonist,
clenbuterol, but not the -1 agonist, dobutamine, reinstated cocaine seeking, suggesting
that activation of vBNST -2 AR is both necessary for stress-induced reinstatement and
sufficient to induce cocaine seeking. The contribution of a -2 AR-regulated
vBNST-to-VTA pathway that releases CRF was investigated using a disconnection
approach. Injection of ICI-118,551 into the vBNST in one hemisphere and antalarmin into
the VTA of the contralateral hemisphere prevented footshock-induced reinstatement,
whereas ipsilateral manipulations failed to attenuate stress-induced cocaine seeking,
suggesting that -2 AR regulate vBNST efferents that release CRF into the VTA, activating
CRF receptors, and promoting cocaine use. Last, reinstatement by clenbuterol delivered
bilaterally into the vBNST was prevented by bilateral vBNST pretreatment with
antalarmin, indicating that -2 AR-mediated actions in the vBNST also require local CRF
receptor activation. Understanding the processes through which stress induces cocaine
seeking should guide the development of new treatments for addiction. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Alcohol-induced psychotic disorders are relatively rare schizophrenia-like disorders
characterized by key symptoms, such as auditory hallucinations, anxiety and delusions
while disorders of consciousness and orientation are lacking. The diagnostic entity of this
disorder has been questioned. Recent findings indicate a high risk for rehospitalization
and relapse but compared to other drug-induced disorders a low risk of schizophrenia-like
course of the illness (5 % compared to 40-50 % with other drugs). Pathophysiological,
diagnostic and therapeutic aspects of alcohol-induced psychotic disorders are discussed.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Comorbid substance use disorders in schizophrenia are mostly associated with an
unfavorable course of the disease and with difficulties in clinical management. Therefore,
some therapists tend to react to these patients in a resigned manner. However, there is
growing evidence for higher cognitive functioning and less severe deficits in brain
morphology of these patients compared to patients without cannabis use. A common
interpretation refers to relatively low vulnerability for psychosis in some of these patients,
who mainly became schizophrenic because of the propsychotic properties of cannabis.
Low vulnerability is reflected by a higher cognitive functioning; therefore, the pessimistic
Page 87

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

view of therapists seems unjustified for at least a subgroup of young patients. Provided
that patients are treated in adequate therapeutic settings and that they stop using cannabis,
a lower vulnerability may be associated with overall better socio-rehabilitative outcome
parameters. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) One of the best ways to promote good health in society is through the
use of communication campaigns to inform and educate the public about healthy habits
and good health care. Although the importance of mass communication in promoting
health is widely acknowledged, creating effective communication campaigns can be a
complex process. Health messages have a variety of characteristics that differentiate them
from other types of mediated messages. Among these are the sensitivity of health issues,
the fear that some health messages evoke, the attendant feelings of resistance to some
health messages, and the complex nature of many health problems. Many health messages
focus on sensitive and personal issues such as sexually transmitted diseases, substance
abuse and addiction, abortion, and mental illness. Because these subjects are difficult and
emotional for many audience members, they can be especially challenging to develop
effective communication campaigns to check. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Sociologists provide assistance in different aspects of criminal and
civil litigation related to alcohol and other drugs. Historically, sociologists have studied
the causes, prevalence, incidence, and consequences of alcohol and other drug use, abuse,
and dependence or addiction and participated in substance abuse-related policy
development. In this chapter, I present research in the above areas and offer several case
composite studies to illustrate how sociologists can serve as expert witnesses and
consultants in litigation involving alcohol and other drugs. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Addiction is a complex neuropsychiatric disorder which causes
disruption at multiple levels, including cognitive, emotional, and behavioral domains.
Traditional biological theories of addiction have focused on the mesolimbic dopamine
pathway and the nucleus accumbens as anatomical substrates mediating addictive-like
behaviors. More recently, we have begun to recognize the engagement and dynamic
influence of a much broader circuitry which encompasses the frontal cortex, the
amygdala, and the hippocampus. In particular, neurogenesis in the adult hippocampus has
become a major focus of attention due to its ability to influence memory, motivation, and
affect, all of which are disrupted in addiction. First, I summarize toxicological data that
reveal strongly suppressive effects of drug exposure on adult hippocampal neurogenesis.
Then, I discuss the impact of deficient neurogenesis on learning and memory function,
stress responsiveness and affective behavior, as they relate to addiction. Finally, I examine
recent behavioral observations that implicate neurogenesis in the adult hippocampus in
the emergence and maintenance of addictive behavior. The evidence reviewed here
suggests that deficient neurogenesis is associated with several components of the
downward spiraling loop that characterizes addiction, including elevated sensitivity to
dmg-induced reward and reinforcement, enhanced neurohormonal responsiveness,
emergence of a negative affective state, memory impairment, and inflexible behavior.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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(from the cover) Understanding how we form, store, and use memories over time has
always been an area of research interest. Past research has indicated that memories
become fixed over time as they consolidate in the brain. A newly formed memory
undergoes changes after learning that are critical for its stabilization and storage.
Anything that interrupts the consolidation, disrupts the resulting memory. More recently,
it was discovered that memories thought to be stable could be activated and
reconsolidated. Memory Reconsolidation investigates how and why consolidated
memories may become sensitive to disruption and undergo a second consolidation-like
process. This book examines the mechanisms, timing, functions, and meanings of
memory reconsolidation. In doing so, it leads to a better understanding of memory
formation and storage, and it suggests applications of this research for use in treating
memory stability in health and diseases. Coverage includes reconsolidation of different
types of memories in different species, including invertebrates, rodents, and humans.
Boundary conditions and mechanisms in reconsolidation are discussed, as well as the
relationship between reconsolidation and extinction. The final chapters discuss the
clinical applications of reconsolidation research for post-traumatic stress disorder,
addiction, and psychotherapy generally. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved)
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