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1. Investigation of the allosteric modulators desformylflustrabromine and
4-(2-hydroxyethyl)-1-piperazineethanesulfonic acid (HEPES) interactions on nicotinic acetylcholine receptors.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The Sciences and Engineering, 2012,
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Author(s):

Daniello-Weltzen, Maegan M

Institution:

Daniello-Weltzen, Maegan M.: U Alaska Fairbanks

Language:

English

Abstract:

Neuronal nicotinic acetylcholine receptors (nAChRs) are members of the Cys-loop super
family of ligand gated ion channels. Dysregulation of nAChRs can lead to pathologies
such as Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson's disease, Autism and nicotine addiction. Possible
new therapeutic avenues are positive allosteric modulators (PAMs). The natural product
desformylflustrabromine (dFBr), a tryptophan metabolite of the marine bryozoan Flustra
foliacea, was found to be PAM of 42 nAChR. Evaluation of our synthetic water soluble
dFBr salt by two-electrode voltage clamp of Xenopus laevis oocytes expressing human
nAChR confirmed that synthetic dFBr displayed similar properties as the natural product.
Low concentrations of the synthetic dFBr enhanced ACh's efficacy on 42 receptors. At
higher dFBr concentrations, dFBr inhibited ACh potentiated responses. On 7 receptors,
dFBr inhibited ACh induced currents. Further pharmacological characterization of dFBr
revealed that dFBr was able to enhance partial agonist potencies and efficacies.
Evaluation of dFBr on antagonists showed no effect on antagonist inhibition. The
mechanisms of biphasic modulation (potentiation and inhibition) of dFBr on 42 nAChR
were also investigated. Enhanced efficacy of ACh induced currents by dFBr appeared to
be accomplished by dFBr stabilization of the open receptor conformation by
destabilization of the desensitized state. The inhibition of ACh potentiated currents by
dFBr appeared to involve open-channel block. To better understand dFBr mechanisms, its
putative binding site was examined. Alanine mutations were made in non-orthosteric
clefts on the 2+ and 4- faces. Results revealed residues located on these faces are involved
in ACh induced conformational change of the receptor. In addition our data supports our
hypothesis that allosteric modulation by dFBr interacts with residues located on the 2+
and 4- faces. The new novel actions of (4-(2-hydroxyethyl)-1-piperazineethanesulfonic
acid) (HEPES) as a 42 stoichiometric PAM was discovered and characterized. We showed
that HEPES, a common buffering agent, potentiated the high ACh sensitivity 42 receptor
while only inhibiting the low ACh sensitivity 42 receptor. Mutagenesis results suggested
that residue 2D217 is a critical residue in the HEPES binding site. Results from these
studies will aid in the development of therapeutic ligands that will assist in the treatment
of diseases where nAChRs are dysregulated. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA,
all rights reserved)
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Dissertation Abstract
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Abstract:

Drug abuse-induced plasticity of putative dopaminergic (pDAergic) ventral tegmental
area (VTA) neurons through its enhancing of DAergic neurotransmission may play a role
in changes in the mesocorticolimbic system that lead to development of addiction. In the
present study, extracellular recordings were used to examine time-dependent effects of
dopamine (DA) on pDAergic VTA neurons in rat brain slices. Administration of DA for
forty minutes resulted in inhibition followed by reversal of that inhibition. We called this
phenomenon dopamine inhibition reversal (DIR). The reduced sensitivity to DA
inhibition lasted 30-90 min after washout of long-term DA administration. DIR was not
observed with 40 min administration of the D2 agonist quinpirole, but the inhibitory
effect of quinpirole was reduced once DIR was produced. Therefore, this phenomenon
was not the result of desensitization induced solely by stimulation of D2 receptors, but
required a second mechanism. DIR could be observed with co-application of quinpirole
and D1/D5 agonist SKF38393, suggesting a D1/D5 mechanism for the reversal.
Furthermore, D1/D5 antagonists given in the presence of prolonged DA exposure
prevented DIR. DIR was not the result of protein kinase A (PKA) activation, but required
stimulation of conventional protein kinase C (cPKC), possibly PKC-. DIR was dependent
on either calcium release from intracellular stores or calcium influx from the extracellular
medium. When taken together, these results indicate an involvement of D2-D5, but not
D2-D1, heterooligomers in DIR since only D2 and D5 are present on DAergic VTA
neurons and D2-D5 heterooligomers require both calcium release from intracellular stores
and calcium influx from the extracellular medium to stimulate PKC. DIR was not
observed when the G protein Gq was silenced or when phospholipase C (PLC) was
suppressed. These data suggest that activation of D2-D5 receptors in the VTA results in
desensitization of D2 receptors through activation of the Gq/PLC/PKC- pathway.
Prolonged increases in pDAergic tone in the VTA, such as may occur with abused drugs,
could reduce the regulation of firing by D2 receptor activation, producing long-term
alteration in information processing related to reward and reinforcement. Understanding
this mechanism may contribute to medication discovery for the effective treatment of
addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Dissertation Abstract
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3. The latent structure of exercise dependence: A taxometric analysis.
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Author(s):

North, Erika

Institution:

North, Erika: The Florida State U.

Language:

English

Abstract:

Behavior-based addictions are widely researched phenomena, though they are not
included in the DSM-IV-TR (2000) with their substance-based counterparts. Exercise
dependence is one such behavioral addiction that has garnered a lot of interest, yet is still
poorly understood. The goal of the current study was to contribute to the understanding of
exercise dependence by examining its latent structure. A community sample of 577
exercisers completed the Exercise Dependence Scale, Revised (EDS-R; Hausenblas and
Downs, 2002b). The seven subscales of the EDS-R were used as indicators of exercise
dependence in two taxometric analyses, MAMBAC and MAXEIG. Results of these
analyses consistently indicated that the latent structure of exercise dependence is
dimensional in nature, suggesting that exercise dependence represents an extreme on the
full spectrum of all exercise behavior. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved)
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4. Substance abusers and the criminal justice system: How perceptions can influence the verdict.
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Author(s):
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Institution:
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Language:

English

Abstract:

Three hypotheses were tested to assess how a substance abusing defendant would be
perceived by jurors in a mock legal case. Participants were randomly assigned to read one
of two vignettes; one having a substance abusing defendant, and one without the
substance abusing defendant. Participants decided on a verdict, rated their confidence in
the verdict, and the likelihood the defendant committed the crime. Then participants
answered a questionnaire regarding their perceptions of substance abusers. Although none
of the hypotheses were supported, significance was found for likelihood of commitment
of the crime and the verdict. As there was no significance in confidence in verdict and the
verdict rendered. Findings suggested that individuals rendered more not guilty verdicts,
yet found the defendant was likely to be guilty. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved)
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Dissertation Abstract
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5. The relationship of impulsive and dysregulated behaviors to substance use.
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Language:

English

Abstract:

Longitudinal studies indicate that individuals diagnosed with
attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) exhibit elevated rates of substance use
and substance use disorders (SUDs). The development of substance use in individuals
with ADHD has been found to be largely impacted by the presence of comorbid conduct
disorder (CD). Several studies have shown an association between ADHD and increased
substance use over the risk posed by CD whereas others have suggested that CD mediates
the relationship between ADHD and later substance misuse. The diagnostic criteria for
CD, ADHD, and SUD are notable for the presence of impulsive behaviors. One of the
most robust predictors of maladaptive substance use is a persistent pattern of impulsive
behavior. This series of studies investigated the relationship between substance use and
impulsive behavior using animal models of impulsivity and longitudinal studies of youth
with ADHD. Study I employed animals and measured the degree to which impulsive
behavior was impacted after chronic drug (heroin) administration. Studies II and III
characterized substance use outcomes as a function of impulsive and dysregulated
behaviors and psychostimulant treatment in a large sample of ethnically diverse, lower
SES urban youth diagnosed with ADHD. Study II examined late adolescent substance use
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outcomes in relation to childhood CD and psychostimulant treatment in youth diagnosed
with ADHD in childhood and Study III examined the degree to which ratings of
aggression, delinquency and attention are differentially related to adolescent substance
use outcomes. These results further clarify the relations between impulsive behaviors and
maladaptive substance use. Study I did not provide support for the idea that impulsivity is
caused by drug use. Study II reported robust findings indicating that dysregulated
behaviors associated with childhood diagnoses of CD, and not ADHD, portend both
greater substance use severity and impairment. Further, a diagnosis of CD is characterized
by both delinquent and aggressive behaviors and Study III provided evidence that
delinquency is the most robust predictor of adolescent substance use outcome. These
findings have important implications regarding delinquent behaviors and substance use
outcomes. Identifying impulsive behaviors related to the delinquency may be a focus of
continued efforts in the areas of preventative treatments. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:
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6. Minority stress, coping, and health among sexual minority women.

Citation:
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Author(s):
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Institution:
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Language:

English

Abstract:

Lesbian and bisexual women are a large yet understudied group at risk for health
disparities, including depression, anxiety, alcohol and drug abuse, and smoking.
Researchers have hypothesized that the societal oppression experienced by sexual
minority women, or minority stress, may be linked to these adverse mental health and
substance use outcomes. Moreover, social-psychological resources are thought to mediate
the relationship between minority stress and health outcomes, while a woman's gender
expression (e.g., masculinity/femininity) may impact the experience of minority stress.
However, this model has not been thoroughly examined in empirical studies of women,
partly due to the lack of a gender-sensitive model and instrument to assess sexual
minority women's specific concerns. The present study was thus designed to accomplish
two aims: (1) to develop and validate the Gender Expression Measure among Sexual
Minority Women (GEM-SMW; see Lehavot, King, & Simoni, in press), and (2) to
examine associations among gender expression, minority stress, social-psychological
resources, and health-related outcomes among sexual minority women (see Lehavot &
Simoni, 2011). First, the GEM-SMW is a 15-item measure that was evaluated with
cognitive interviewing techniques in three focus groups (N = 23), exploratory factor
analysis (N = 459), and confirmatory factor analysis (N = 1,381). Second, structural
equation modeling was used with 1,381 lesbian and bisexual women who participated in
an online study to examine the minority stress model, in which gender expression was an
antecedent and social-psychological resources (i.e., social support, spirituality) a mediator
between minority stressors (i.e., victimization, internalized homophobia, concealment)
and health-related outcomes (i.e., mental health problems, substance use). The final
model demonstrated acceptable fit, (79) = 414.00, p < .05, CFI = .93, TLI = .91, SRMR =
.05, RMSEA = .06. Beyond indirect effects of minority stress on health outcomes, direct
links emerged between victimization and substance use and between internalized
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homophobia and substance use. Findings indicate a significant impact of minority
stressors and social-psychological resources on mental health and substance use among
sexual minority women. The results improve understanding of the distinct role of various
minority stressors and their mechanisms on health outcomes. Health care professionals
should assess for minority stress and resultant coping resources and refer for
evidence-based psychosocial treatments. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:
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*Health
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7. Internalizing and externalizing pathways to suicidality in abused and neglected children grown up.
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Author(s):
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Institution:
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Language:

English

Abstract:

This dissertation examines major depressive disorder (MDD), substance abuse and/or
dependence (DA), antisocial personality disorder (ASPD), and borderline personality
disorder (BPD) as potential mediators of the relationship between child abuse/neglect and
suicidality in middle adulthood. Children with documented cases of physical and sexual
abuse and neglect (ages 0-11) during 1967-1971 were matched with non-maltreated
children and followed into middle adulthood (approximately age 40). Mediators were
assessed in young adulthood (approximately age 29) through in-person interviews
between 1989 and 1995. Suicidality was assessed via self-report during 2000-2002 (N =
892). Logistic regressions were used to test whether: (1) Children with documented
histories of child abuse/neglect (as well as specific types of abuse/neglect) were at
increased risk for suicidal ideation and suicidal behavior in middle adulthood in
comparison with matched controls; (2) Children who have documented histories of
abuse/neglect were at increased risk for lifetime diagnoses of MDD, DA, ASPD, and
BPD in comparison with matched controls; and (3) Diagnoses of MDD, DA, ASPD, and
BPD mediate the relationship between child abuse/neglect and suicidality. Interactions for
sex and race were also examined and separate analyses were conducted for males,
females, Blacks, and Whites. Child abuse/neglect was associated with increased risk for
suicidality in middle adulthood and only MDD mediated the relationship between child
abuse/neglect and suicidality. When specific types of abuse/neglect were considered,
ASPD mediated the relationship for neglect and suicidality, while MDD and BPD
mediated the associations for physical abuse and suicidality and multiple forms of
maltreatment and suicidality. Separate analyses for males and females revealed significant
sex differences. MDD acted as a mediator between child abuse/neglect and suicidality
only for females, BPD was a mediator between child abuse/neglect and suicidality for
males, and ASPD was a mediator for both abused/neglected males and sexually abused
females. While MDD significantly mediated the relationship between child abuse/neglect
for Whites, none of the diagnoses mediated the relationship between abuse/neglect and
suicidality for Blacks. These results suggest the importance of considering the roles not
only of internalizing symptoms but also of externalizing symptoms in suicide risk
assessments among the maltreated population. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Cocaine addiction is often characterized by an intense craving for the drug that competes
with natural rewards, persists after long periods of abstinence and can contribute to
relapse. Recent research suggests that this craving may be stabilized by long-term
drug-induced synaptic plasticity that facilitates the reinforcement of future drug use or
drug seeking behavior. Some of the most noted adaptations involve changes in the protein
content of the postsynaptic density (PSD), AMPA receptor function and morphological
changes in dendritic spines in the nucleus accumbens (NAc). Recent studies demonstrate
that beta integrins regulate actin polymerization, spine morphology and AMPA receptor
surface expression in the hippocampus and cortex. I have explored the role of integrins in
a non-contingent and contingent model of cocaine administration and found changes in
integrin expression in the PSD-enriched fraction of the NAc. Cocaine sensitization and
cocaine-primed reinstatement were also attenuated in rats receiving an active peptide that
modulates integrin function, suggesting a role of integrins in cocaine-induced
neuroadaptations selectively in the NAc. To explore the mechanism of these changes in
behavior I investigated possible effects of outside-in signaling by integrins to regulate
surface expression of AMPA receptors, as well as inside-out signaling mediated by
metalloproteinases (MMP). I modulated integrin function with microinfusions of a
peptide modulator of the binding site between integrins and the extracellular matrix,
RGD, or a control RAD peptide into the NAc prior to cocaine self-administration or
yoked saline sessions, and quantified protein expression or MMP activity. My data
demonstrate that integrins may regulate cocaine-primed reinstatement through modulating
GluR2 surface expression in the NAc, but they do not mediate cocaine-induced changes
in MMP activity. These findings suggest that integrins may be a valuable target for
pharmacological therapy of cocaine addiction, and perhaps other addictive disorders.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Cocaine addiction continues to be a major socioeconomic problem without any effective
pharmacotherapy. Despite adverse consequences, addicts usually engage in compulsive
drug seeking, and lose interest in naturally rewarding behaviors, even after prolonged
periods of abstinence. This is thought to be rooted in long-lasting neuroadaptations in the
neural circuitry controlling normal goal-directed behavior upon repeated exposure to
cocaine. In particular, the prefrontal cortex (PFC) projections to the ventral striatum
(nucleus accumbens) emerged as a major pathway necessary for drug seeking, where
several cocaine-induced neuroadaptations have been identified. In this dissertation, I
found that by inducing pre- and postsynaptic potentiation, cocaine self-administration
impairs the ability to induce plasticity at the PFC-accumbens synapses. In addition, I
demonstrated that depotentiating these synapses restores the capacity to induce plasticity
and inhibits drug seeking. This study took advantage of the impaired glutamate
homeostasis observed after chronic cocaine, where the cystine-glutamate exchanger
(system XC-) activity in the accumbens is diminished, resulting in lower extracellular
glutamate levels, reduced stimulation of presynaptic inhibitory glutamate autoreceptors
(mGluR2/3), and potentiation of synaptic glutamate release. Thus, I used N-acetylcysteine
as a cystine prodrug to drive system XC- and raise extracellular glutamate in order to
depotentiate PFC-accumbens synapses, restore normal plasticity, and inhibit drug seeking.
This dissertation also establishes a treatment regimen to provide enduring reversal of
cocaine-induced plasticity and long-lasting protection against relapse to cocaine seeking.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Characterization of the neural circuitry and substrates underlying addiction has been a
formidable task in the field of Neuroscience for many years. However, revealing the
neural pathways and substrates of addiction will provide important insights for the
development of new pharmaceutical interventions. Recently the orexin system has been
implicated in numerous drug seeking behaviors, making it a strong candidate as a
potential pharmacological target in the treatment of addiction. However, little is known
about the circuitry that regulates orexin activity, a substantial impediment to better
understanding the role of orexin in the addiction process. Therefore, the goal of these
studies was to delineate the neural afferents that gate activity of orexin neurons during
cocaine conditioned place preference (CPP). In the first set of experiments, we found that
rostral lateral septum (LS) afferents to the lateral hypothalamic (LH) orexin area were
Fos-activated in proportion to cocaine preference. Additionally, we revealed LS
innervation to LH orexin neurons was necessary for cocaine preference. In the second set
of experiments, we found that activated LH inputs from the ventral bed nucleus of stria
terminalis (vBNST) were positively correlated with preference scores in individual
animals, and bilateral inactivation of vBNST blocked cocaine CPP. However, vBNST
afferents did not appear to specifically regulate LH orexin neurons during cocaine
preference as inactivation of vBNST increased Fos induction in orexin and in non-orexin
neurons of LH. In the final set of experiments, we found that vBNST afferents to ventral
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tegmental area (VTA) were essential for cocaine preference, but preference was not
mediated by glutamatergic projections in this pathway. Thus, these data provide a better
understanding of the neural pathways involved in reward processing which could
ultimately lead to new pharmacological interventions in the treatment of addiction.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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The purpose of this qualitative case study was to assess the service process of adults
receiving co-occurring services in a local community mental health facility. The goal was
to utilize the results to assist community mental health program administrators and
directors in increasing organizational compliance with transition to improved systems of
care to holistically meet the needs of individuals with co-occurring mental health and
substance abuse needs. Such program transitions have been identified throughout the
country, however due to funding barriers, low levels of cross-training, and practitioner
support, the transition did not appear to have stretched from theory into practice. Limited
empirical evidence was available to provide community mental health agencies with an
evidenced-based practice to assure that mental health and substance abuse services were
holistically interrelated. The results of the case study, through the implementation of
theoretical components derived from systems theory, provided evidence of how the
program components within the comprehensive, continuous, and integrated system of
care (CCISC) model provided a standardized approach to program development that
would assist community mental health agencies in self-assessing co-occurring treatment
programs. Assessment of ten homogeneously selected corresponding intake assessments,
treatment plans, and treatment plan updates took place according to the concepts of the
CCISC model. The results of this study indicated the local community mental health
facility made observable system adjustments within the organization to assure that
community mental health and substance abuse services were co-occurring capable and in
compliance with state mandates. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved)
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Among Asian immigrants to the U.S., less acculturated males but more acculturated
females report higher present and predicted future rates of smoking. These findings were
based on cross-sectional data. Our longitudinal study among Koreans in California (CA)
tested the hypothesis that increased acculturation to the CA environment would increase
social acceptability to smoke among females but simultaneously apply social pressure
against smoking among males. Our findings revealed that increased acculturation was not
statistically related to uptake in household smoking bans or changes to smoking and
quitting rates. However, increased years in CA significantly increased implementation of
complete household smoking bans among both genders, significantly reduced smoking
and increased quitting among Korean males and positively increased smoking, but not
significantly in multivariate analyses, among Korean females. Conclusions drawn from
these and other studies suggest the need to study the specific social contingencies that are
operating and how these differ between the genders to produce the divergent trajectories
of smoking prevalence. This dissertation will examine three separate, contextual settings
that may influence smoking prevalence and exposure among Asian immigrants in
California. The three settings include the work environment, the hospitality venues of
restaurant and bars, and the dynamic household and employment contingencies. Data
were gathered from different funding sources, at different time points and include
different Asian immigrants. However, data collection methodologies were similar across
all studies. Telephone calls were conducted with adults in California who had an Asian
surname. The first dataset was collected in 2001-2003 and resulted in a representative
sample of 2,830 Koreans in California age 18 and older. This sample was re-interviewed
in 2005-2006 and 2007-2009. During the 2005-2006 wave, a second representative
sample (n=2,085) of Koreans was collected in parallel to the first sample and was also
re-interviewed in 2007-2009. In 2010, a new study was funded to generate two new
representative samples of adults age 21 and over in California who immigrated from
either Korea or China/Taiwan. Data collection is currently in progress with 1,739
interviews completed to date. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved)
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The vast majority of research on psychopathy has been focused on male offenders, while
the topic of female psychopathy has largely been under studied. This study aims to
provide more information to this growing topic by exploring the different factor structures
of the PCL-R (i.e., the two factor, three factor, and four facet model) with a sample of 260
(176 African-American and 84 Caucasian) women involved in a substance abuse
treatment study from a correctional facility in the Mid Atlantic area. The present study
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conducted multiple confirmatory factor analysis to determine which factor model best fits
the female population, and it was hypothesized that the four-facet model of psychopathy
would attain the best fit. This hypothesis was supported, in that the four-facet model had
slightly better fit statistics, closely followed by the three factor and two factor models
respectively; however the differences between the different factor structures were small
and not clinically significant. This study also examines any potential ethnicity differences
on the PCL-R by conducting a one-way ANOVA. The results found no significant
differences on the PCL-R Total and the factor/facets scores between the
African-American and Caucasian female offenders. Lastly, this study explores the
relationship between personality as measured by the MCMI-III to the PCL-R using
Pearson's correlations. Contrary to the hypothesis, the results from the correlation matrix
did not find any clinically significant correlations between the MCMI-III scales and the
PCL-R Total and factor/facet scores. Limitations of the study include: the use of archival
data which purposefully omitted female offenders who scored a 30 or higher on the
PCL-R, the use of a sample of female offenders who were selected to take part in a
substance abuse treatment program, and a moderate sample size. The results from this
study lend further support that the PCL-R is an appropriate measure to use with female
offenders. The results demonstrating no significant differences between
African-American and Caucasian female offenders' scores on the PCL-R, lend further
support that this measure is appropriate to use with both ethnic cultures. Although there
were no clinically significant relationships between the MCMI-III and the PCL-R, the
results from this study add to the small body of research that currently exists regarding
self-report personality measures and psychopathy, and it lays groundwork for future
research. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Antisocial personality disorder and impulsivity are predictors of poor treatment outcome
and relapse in individuals with alcohol dependence. There is a subgroup of individuals
with alcohol dependence who have antisocial and/or impulsive personality styles
indicated by elevated scores on the antisocial scale of the MCMI-III. Impulsivity and
antisocial behaviors have been linked to hypoactivation in the prefrontal cortex,
particularly in the right hemisphere. This study sought to explore the prefrontal brain
wave activity of individuals with alcohol dependence and antisocial personality styles
through the use of quantitative electroencephalogram (QEEG). This study hypothesized
these individuals would exhibit differing prefrontal QEEG patterns compared to
alcohol-dependent individuals with no cluster B elevations on the MCMI-III, and that the
differences would be attributed to greater delta and/or theta absolute power, most
prominent in the right hemisphere which may contribute to frontal asymmetry. Samples
for this study were selected from an archival database, lending to several methodological
limitations, particularly in sample size. The experimental group (n = 10) consisted of
individuals who had alcohol dependence and scored 75 or above on the antisocial scale of
the MCMI-III with no other elevations on cluster B personality scales. The control group
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(n = 12) of individuals had alcohol dependence without elevations on any cluster B
personality scales. Nonparametric statistics revealed the experimental group had
significantly less delta and a tendency for less theta in the right prefrontal region,
opposing the hypotheses. Several studies have explored QEEG patterns of individuals
with alcohol dependence or antisocial behaviors separately, but this is one of few studies
exploring the QEEG pattern of comorbid alcohol dependence and antisocial personality
traits. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Individuals who are dually diagnosed with both a mental health and a substance use
disorder are at a higher risk for relapse and rehospitalization, depression suicidality,
violence, incarceration, homelessness, HIV infection, and increased family problems
(Drake, et al., 1998). Despite their increased risk for negative outcomes, it is difficult for
them to find effective integrated treatment programs designed for their specific needs.
Research shows integrated treatment provides the best outcomes (Drake, et al., 2001);
however, due to funding sources and other limitations it is difficult for practitioners to
provide this type of treatment. Furthermore, fidelity scales are utilized to measure the
implementation of specific treatment programs and practices. The Dual Diagnosis
Capabilities in Addiction Treatment, Version 3.2 (DDCAT Version 3.2) is a fidelity scale
used to assess the level of mental health and substance use treatment integration in adult
treatment facilities. This research study aims to apply this measure to Gateway
Foundation, Carbondale, an adolescent treatment program, in order to determine if the
program meets Dual Diagnosis Enhanced requirements and what modifications need to be
made to the measure in order to better assess an adolescent program. The need for fidelity
scales to effectively measure these integrated treatment programs is essential for clients,
families of clients, investors, treatment providers and government organizations in order
to determine what modalities of treatment are most effective for this population and
which evidence based programs and practices yield the most positive treatment outcomes.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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16. Adlerian theory and the philosophy and twelve steps of Alcoholics Anonymous: A theoretical examination of an
integrated approach for treating alcohol dependence.
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Abstract:

The integration of psychological theories, such as Cognitive Behavioral Theory, with the
philosophy of practices of Alcoholics Anonymous, as a way of making treatment more
encouraging and effective for the client has been well documented. While those practicing
from an Adlerian orientation have also noted congruence between the two philosophies,
little examination of the congruence between the two and the implications for an
integrated treatment approach has occurred. Some Adlerians have even argued that the
philosophies of Individual Psychology and Alcoholics Anonymous are incongruent and
that treatment of substance abuse should best be left for group settings. The purpose of
this study is to examine and explicate the ways in which Adlerian theory mirrors the
philosophies and practices of Alcoholics Anonymous, with an emphasis on holism, social
interest, and the life tasks, and how these similarities make Adler's theory an ideal one for
integration when working with clients struggling with alcohol dependence. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Students with ADHD represent a significant population on college campuses who have
been found to be at risk for problematic alcohol use. Yet little is known about mechanisms
underlying the association between ADHD and alcohol-related problems. We examined
patterns and consequences of alcohol use in college students with and without ADHD, as
well as three possible mediators of the association between ADHD and alcohol-related
impairment: (1) self-reported difficulty stopping a drinking session, (2) cue dependency
on a behavioral task of response inhibition, and (3) self-reported trait disinhibition.
Participants with ADHD reported higher rates of negative consequences of alcohol use
relative to the non-ADHD group, despite equivalent rates of alcohol use. In addition, the
ADHD group had higher rates of difficulty stopping a drinking session. Difficulty
stopping a drinking session mediated the relationship between ADHD and negative
consequences of alcohol use. Cue dependency and trait disinhibition did not mediate this
relationship. These findings indicate that college students with ADHD are experiencing
higher rates of negative consequences of alcohol use relative to their peers without
ADHD. Difficulty stopping a drinking session may be one mechanism that explains the
relationship between ADHD and alcohol-related problems. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

The co-occurrence of mental illness and substance use disorders (termed "dual
diagnosis") represents a significant public health issue and is associated with significant
impairment and negative health consequences, particularly among individuals with
serious mental illness. Given the negative consequences associated with dual diagnosis,
researchers have sought to identify treatment components that would improve outcomes
among individuals with serious mental illness. Therefore, significant efforts have been
made to increase motivation for change within severe mental illness populations using
Motivational Interviewing, a client-centered therapy. The primary mechanism underlying
the effect of Motivational Interviewing on behavior change is hypothesized to be the
selective reinforcement of change talk by the therapist with the aim of reducing
ambivalence. Change language has been found to predict substance use treatment
outcomes; however, it is not clear if change language has similar predictive utility in
individuals with serious mental illness. Therefore, the current study sought to validate
change language as an indicator of motivation among 45 individuals with serious mental
illness and co-occurring substance use disorders. Overall, we found that change language
could be reliably coded in this sample. Evidence supported the predictive utility of Ability
language (i.e., statements regarding self-efficacy) in prospectively predicting long term
substance use treatment outcomes (i.e., six months after the Motivational Interview
session) above and beyond negative symptoms, depressive symptoms, and substance use
severity. These findings suggest that the investigation of client language during MI
represents a promising avenue for understanding motivational processes underlying
substance use treatment outcomes among individuals with serious mental illness.
Specifically, elicitation of client statements regarding self-efficacy to reduce or stop
substance use is particularly important in predicting favorable outcomes in this
population. Future studies should evaluate the utility of incorporating treatment
components aimed at cultivating self-efficacy for substance use behavior change among
individuals with serious mental illness. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved)
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Trauma and its lasting effects can create difficult barriers in the process of healing and
reaching full potential. Trauma symptoms often go unrecognized and untreated, leaving
sobriety and contentment much more difficult to attain. This study examined the efficacy
of Seeking Safety by analyzing the historical records of 23 women who have completed
the Seeking Safety curriculum. The study proposed to find a reduction in the severity of
trauma symptoms following Seeking Safety treatment. This quantitative research
analyzed the severity of symptoms common in Posttraumatic Stress Disorder, using a preand posttest design. The data was extracted from the historical records of 23 women from
rural Nebraska with Substance Abuse Disorders. The Seeking Safety program provided
education about trauma and its effects. Seeking Safety, developed by Lisa Najavits in
2003, also provided instruction on healthy coping skills, proposing to replace unhealthy
coping skills previously used by treatment participants. Additionally, the study allowed
for assumptions to be made as to the benefits of providing concurrent assessments and
subsequent treatment for substance abuse and the effects of trauma. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Cocaine's effects are predominately mediated by inhibiting the reuptake transporters for
dopamine, serotonin, and norepinephrine. How each of these transporters contributes to
cocaine's effects is unclear, but such knowledge would aid in efforts to design rational
treatments for cocaine addiction. To directly test the contribution of each of these
transporters in cocaine's effects, three transgenic knockout mouse lines were previously
created wherein each transporter gene was individually deleted. These knockout mice
studies suggest that no single transporter is critical for mediating cocaine's rewarding
effects. However, this hypothesis contradicts pharmacological studies which indicate that
the dopamine transporter (DAT) is critical for cocaine's rewarding effects. Our lab
hypothesized that the compensatory adaptations of knockout mice were responsible for
this discrepancy. To avoid compensatory adaptations, our lab developed transporter
knockin mice expressing a mutated, yet functional, transporter that is insensitive to
cocaine inhibition. Unlike transporter knockout mice, these cocaine-insensitive
transporter mice retain functioning neurotransmitter systems. We have previously used
cocaine-insensitive dopamine transporter mice to reestablish the hypothesis that inhibiting
the dopamine transporter is critical for cocaine's rewarding effects. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Whereas previous studies have looked at the effectiveness of Mindfulness-Based Relapse
Prevention (MBRP) on relapse rates, this study sought to investigate MBRP's in
cultivating mindfulness and decreasing impulsivity in substance abusers actively seeking
recovery. This study investigated the effects of an 8-week MBRP intervention on the
mindfulness and impulsivity of 14 substance users in recovery. A single group
pretest-posttest correlational design was used comparing participants scores (n = 14) of
mindfulness as measured by the Five Factor Mindfulness Questionnaire (FFMQ) and
scores of impulsivity as measured by the Urgency, Premeditation, Perseverance,
Sensation Seeking, and Positive Urgency Impulse Behavior Scale (UPPS). A series of 10
paired sample t-tests were performed on the pre and posttest mean scores of the variable
constructs derived from the FMMQ and UPPS+P instruments. Results indicated
significant increases in mindfulness scores pre to posttest for all five constructs (p < .005)
and no significant decrease in pre to posttest scores of impulsivity for any of the five
constructs. Additionally, two simple regressions were performed on the summed mean
scores of the constructs for each of the two instruments to see if mindfulness was a
significant predictor of impulsivity. The first simple regression showed significance, F (1,
12) = 6.47, p =.026, with R2 of .350, (.296 adjusted) indicating that pre-intervention
summed mean scores of the UPPS+P were predicted by the pre-intervention summed
mean scores of the FMMQ. The second simple regression found inconclusive results, F
(1, 12) = 0.02, p =.898, indicating no significant relationship in post-intervention summed
mean scores of the UPPS+P and the FFMQ. Results suggest MBRP is effective at
significantly increasing scores of mindfulness of participants but did not indicate a
significant effect on scores of impulsivity. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved)
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The neurotransmitter dopamine (DA) is an important factor in the regulation of many
biological processes, from pleasure and addiction to balance and locomotion. Therefore,
understanding and defining the mechanisms and factors that are required for proper DA
homeostasis is an integral component in managing and elucidating the causes of DA
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related diseases. Among these diseases, Parkinson's disease (PD) is the most notable and
remains one of the most researched yet puzzling motor system associated neurological
disorders. PD is characterized by a preferential loss of DA neurons in the substantia nigra.
Though the cause and exact mechanism of this disease remains undefined, numerous
environmental factors such as metals and pesticides have been associated with the
etiology of the disease process. In the following studies, the genetic components of DA
homeostasis and environmental risk factors in a Drosophila model of PD are investigated.
The implication of metals as a component in the pathology of PD is examined in
relationship to zinc toxicity. Catecholamines's up (Catsup), which plays a crucial role in
regulating DA homeostasis and is proposed to be a member of the mammalian KE4 ZIP
transporter family, demonstrates zinc sensitivity, with the proposed underlying factors
being a dysregulation of DA synthesis and DA transport. The findings of this report
demonstrate that loss of dopamine transporter (DAT) function, results in a more robust
sensitivity to zinc than that seen in Catsup mutants. In addition exogenous DA increases
sensitivity of wild type flies to zinc, similar to that which is seen Catsup mutants.
Interestingly, LiCl ameliorates the toxic effects of zinc. The results also demonstrate a
functional relationship between paraquat toxicity and DAT, which affects DA transport.
To determine the consequences of early exposure to paraquat on lifespan and mobility, the
effect of a one time exposure to young adult flies was observed. The results of this
experiment show that a brief exposure to paraquat illicts long term detrimental affects on
survival as well as parkinsonian type phenotypes. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Addiction is a chronic and relapsing psychiatric disorder affecting a large number of
patients worldwide. Ample evidence from basic and clinical neuroscience has
demonstrated that addiction is a brain disease marked by compulsive substance use
despite a host of negative consequences. Although extensive preclinical research has
elucidated some of the key neurobiological underpinnings of addiction, these findings
have yet to be translated into clinical practice. This article provides a review of addiction
neurobiology while applying these insights to the understanding of the clinical
phenomenology and treatment of this disorder. Recent progress in the fields of
psychology and psychiatry suggests that clinical neuroscience will become increasingly
important in clinical psychology science and practice. This review provides a framework
for integrating neuroscience and clinical psychology while considering its limitations and
opportunities. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Non-gay identified (NGI) Black men who have sex with both men and women (MSMW)
and who use substances are at risk of acquiring and transmitting HIV to their partners.
Homophobic community norms can discourage such men from disclosing their risk
behaviour to female partners and others, including service providers. It is important to
understand the dynamics of risk in this vulnerable population, but research is challenged
by the men's need for secrecy. In this paper we report on successful efforts to recruit 33
non-disclosing, NGI Black MSMW for in-depth interviews concerning substance use,
HIV risk and attitudes toward disclosing their risk behaviour. We employed targeted and
referral sampling, with initial contacts and/or key informants drawn from several types of
settings in New York City, including known gay venues, community organisations,
neighbourhood networks and the Internet. Key informant gatekeepers and the ability to
establish rapport proved central to success. Perceived stigma is a source of social
isolation, but men are willing to discuss their risk behaviour when they trust interviewers
to protect their privacy and engage with them in a non-judgemental manner. Findings
imply that the most effective prevention approaches for this population may be those that
target risk behaviours without focusing on disclosure of sexual identities. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

(from the jacket) We all know that expectations matter-in school, in sports, in the stock
market. From a healing placebo to a run on the bank, hints of their self-fulfilling potential
have been observed for years. But now researchers in fields ranging from medicine to
education to criminal justice are moving beyond observation to investigate exactly how
expectations work-and when they don't. In Mind Over Mind, journalist Chris Berdik
offers a captivating look at the frontiers of expectations research, revealing how our
brains work in the future tense and how our assumptions-about the next few milliseconds
or the next few years-bend reality. We learn how placebo calories can fill us up, why wine
judges can't agree, how fake surgery can sometimes work better than real surgery, and
how imaginary power can be corrupting. We meet scientists who have found that wearing
taller and more attractive avatars in a virtual world boosts confidence in real life,
gambling addicts whose brains make losing feel like winning, and coaches who put blurry
glasses on athletes to lift them out of slumps. Along the way, Berdik probes the paradox
of expectations. Their influence seems based on illusion, even trickery, but they can
create their own reality, for good or for ill. Expectations can heal our bodies and make us
stronger, smarter, and more successful, or they can leave us in agony, crush our spirit, and
undermine our free will. If we can unlock their secrets, we may be able to harness their
power and sidestep their pitfalls. Drawing on psychology, neuroscience, history, and
fascinating true stories of expectations in action, Mind Over Mind offers a spirited
journey into one of the most exciting areas of brain research today. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Sandplay may be a helpful therapeutic modality when working with
clients who have experienced sexual trauma, as this case study illustrates. Some clients
may not be able to communicate or express their sexual trauma and pain in the therapeutic
setting and, in some cases, may have split off the experience entirely from consciousness.
Sandplay may provide an opportunity for the client to use the symbolic function to
express the trauma in the tray with his or her body, creating an image with the hands.
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Francesco Montecchi (1999, p. 27) writes that hands "can reveal secrets that often cannot
be translated into words." The creation of the tray can then free up "the energy necessary
for overcoming and healing injuries, both material and psychological...." Paola Manzoni
(2011, p. 37) adds that the images in the sandtray are "sometimes capable of overcoming
the barrier of the defense mechanism and allows into the scene elements able to awaken
the consciousness," thus allowing the experience of sexual trauma to be remembered in a
safe, protected, and bounded space. The experience of sexual trauma is often split off and
may remain frozen and unconscious, or held in the body and experienced somatically.
Clients often describe the feeling that they are stuck in the trauma and are at a loss for
how to move forward and heal. In the alchemical model, sexual trauma can be imagined
as the prima materia, the substance that the alchemical processes break down and
reformulate. In this case study, we can see how the client's experience of sexual trauma is
held in the safety of the vessel of the tray and, as the prima materia, is transformed and
made conscious. The alchemical process in sandplay has the potential to give the client an
opportunity to heal trauma on both a physical and psychological level, breaking up the
frozen aspect of the experience and creating movement. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

To highlight individual and neighborhood interactions in the risk of adolescent substance
use, this study examined the moderating role of neighborhood disadvantage on the
relationship between pubertal development and adolescent girls' substance use. Drawing
on the contextual amplification hypothesis, it was hypothesized that the effect of pubertal
development on substance use would vary by level of neighborhood disadvantage and
race. The sample included 5,591 adolescent girls from the National Longitudinal Study of
Adolescent Health (23% Black, 15% Hispanic, 55% White, and 7% Other race). Results
showed that the relationships between pubertal development, neighborhood disadvantage,
and alcohol use varied for girls from different racial backgrounds. Although there was
some of evidence of contextual amplification among Black adolescent girls, low levels of
neighborhood disadvantage tended to be associated with higher levels of alcohol use
during early adolescence. Findings highlight the importance of studying the interaction
between individual- and environmental-level risk factors. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: The influence of ethnicity on different aspects of psychiatric hospitalization
is far from clear. The Aim of the Study: The main aim of the study was to compare the
Arab and the Jewish inpatients, at the time of admission, for the demographic factors,
severity of psychotic, and affective psychopathology and comorbid drug abuse rate.
Population, Method, and Tools: Among 250 consecutively admitted patients in the
Jerusalem Mental Health Center-Kfar Shaul Hospital, 202 Jews and 42 Arabs (aged 18-65
years) were examined within 48 hours after admission. The psychiatric diagnoses were
made according to the criteria of Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders,
Fourth Edition. For the differential measurement of psychopathologic severity, the
following rating scales were used: 21-item Hamilton Depression Rating Scale, Hamilton
Anxiety Rating Scale, Positive and Negative Syndrome Scale (PANSS), and Young
Mania Rating Scale. Urine tests for 9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), cocaine, opiates,
amphetamines, and methamphetamine were performed using the Sure Step TM kits
(Applied Biotech, Inc, San Diego, CA, USA). The Structured Clinical Interview
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition, criteria for drug
abuse were applied based on self-report and results of urine analysis. Results: The
comparison of the 2 population showed that among the Arab inpatients, there were more
males (81% vs 67.4%; P < .005). No significant difference in psychiatric diagnosis was
observed. The overall severity of positive symptoms (PANSS positive) in Arab group was
higher, but only slightly so (P = .05). No significant difference was observed for total
rates of PANSS negative subscale. The rates of PANSS-general were also similar. The
Arab patients were significantly less depressive according to 21-item Hamilton
Depression Rating Scale (P = .032), and the total score of Hamilton Anxiety Rating Scale
for the Jewish group was significantly higher (P = .001). No significant difference in
general severity of manic symptoms for 2 groups was detected according to Young Mania
Rating Scale. The rate of comorbid drug abuse for Jewish inpatients was borderline
higher (P = .068). Conclusions: The issue of referral to psychiatric hospitalization could
be culturally influenced; it may be the result of disparities in demographic,
psychopathologic, and drug abuse comorbid presenting symptoms, which are
demonstrated upon admission by patients of different ethnic origins. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: This study examines racial/ethnic differences in the prevalence, patterns, and
correlates of co-occurring substance use and mental disorders (COD) among Whites,
Blacks, Latinos, and Asians using data from the Collaborative Psychiatric Epidemiology
Studies. Method: We first estimated the prevalence of various combinations of different
co-occurring depressive and anxiety disorders among respondents with alcohol, drug, and
any substance use (alcohol or drug) disorders in each racial/ethnic group. We then
estimated the prevalence of different patterns of onset and different psychosocial
correlates among individuals with COD of different racial/ethnic groups. We used
weighted linear and logistic regression analysis controlling for key demographics to test
the effect of race/ethnicity. Tests of differences between specific racial/ethnic subgroups
were only conducted if the overall test of race was significant. Results: Rates of COD
varied significantly by race/ethnicity. Approximately 8.2% of Whites, 5.4% of Blacks,
5.8% of Latinos, and 2.1% of Asians met criteria for lifetime COD. Whites were more
likely than persons in each of the other groups to have lifetime COD. Irrespective of
race/ethnicity, most of those with COD reported that symptoms of mental disorders
occurred before symptoms of substance use disorders. Only rates of unemployment and
history of psychiatric hospitalization among individuals with COD were found to vary
significantly by racial/ethnic group. Conclusions: Our findings underscore the need to
further examine the factors underlying differences between minority and nonminority
individuals with COD as well as how these differences might affect help seeking and
utilization of substance abuse and mental health services. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

STATEMENT: All rights reserved.; HOLDER: Elsevier Inc.; YEAR: 2012

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Comorbidity
*Drug Abuse
*Epidemiology
*Mental Disorders
*Racial and Ethnic Differences
Asians
Blacks
Whites
"Latinos/Latinas"

Source:

PsycINFO
Page 26

NHS Evidence | library.nhs.uk

30. The association between Internet addiction and dissociation among Turkish college students.

Citation:

Comprehensive Psychiatry, July 2012, vol./is. 53/5(422-426), 0010-440X (Jul 2012)

Author(s):

Canan, Fatih; Ataoglu, Ahmet; Ozcetin, Adnan; Icmeli, Celalettin

Correspondence Address:

Canan, Fatih, fatihcanan@gmail.com

Institution:

Canan, Fatih: Psychiatry Clinic, Bolu Izzet Baysal Mental Health Hospital, Bolu;
Ataoglu, Ahmet: Department of Psychiatry, Duzce University School of Medicine,
Duzce; Ozcetin, Adnan: Department of Psychiatry, Duzce University School of Medicine,
Duzce; Icmeli, Celalettin: Department of Psychiatry, Duzce University School of
Medicine, Duzce

Language:

English

Abstract:

Purpose: This study aimed to investigate Internet use patterns and Internet addiction
among young adult university students and to examine the correlation between excessive
Internet use and dissociative symptoms. Methods: The study was conducted among 1034
students, aged between 18 and 27 years. Internet Addiction Scale, Dissociative
Experiences Scale, and a sociodemographic query form were used in the collection of
data. Pearson correlation analysis, the t test, and test were used for data analysis. Results:
According to the Internet Addiction Scale, 9.7% of the study sample was addicted to the
Internet. The Pearson correlation analysis results revealed a significant positive
correlation between dissociative experiences and Internet addiction (r = 0.220; P < .001)
and weekly Internet use (r = 0.227; P < .001). Levels of Internet addiction were
significantly higher among male students than female students (P < .001). The Internet
use pattern also differed significantly between sexes. Conclusions: According to the
results of this study, Internet addiction is a relatively frequent phenomenon among young
adult college students in Turkey. Excessive Internet use is associated with higher levels of
dissociative symptoms. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This article focuses on CATCH which stands for Changing Actions to Change Habits as a
novel approach to treatment as alternative to incarceration for women engaged in
prostitution and substance abuse. Since September 2009, this specialty court has taken a
novel approach to women arrested multiple times on solicitation charges and who also
experience problems with substance abuse or addiction. Rather than viewing the women
simply as offenders, judges also recognizes the women as victims of early sexual and
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physical abuse and sees their current involvement in prostitution as being rife with
oppression. Rather than repeating previous incarceration efforts, the judge allows women
to voluntarily enter a 2-year treatment program, with women fully aware that treatment
dropout will lead to serving out their sentences with jail time instead of treatment time.
Data on the 72 women involved in CATCH are staggering when considering issues such
as trauma, violence, and abuse. A woman is referred to CATCH Court by her attorney or
assigned judge. CATCH Court staff conduct screening and initial assessment, as well as
review the program rules and expectations with each woman. At this point in time, 72
women have been screened into CATCH. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved)
Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Taylor & Francis Group, LLC
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Abstract:

Reviews the book, Internet Addictions: A Handbook and Guide to Evaluation and
Treatment edited by Kimberly S. Young and Cristiano Nabuco de Abreu (2011). The book
is a systematic comprehensive review of the phenomenon of Internet addiction behaviors,
various kinds of Internet addictions, etiologic models, assessments, treatments, and
prevention approaches. The etiology and symptoms of Internet addiction are examined in
the first four chapters of the book. This book is a good introduction for readers who are
interested in Internet addiction problems and their treatments and can be used as a
treatment handbook for practitioners who are experienced in basic cognitive behavioral
therapy (CBT) and family therapy (FT). In sum, the book contains the important research
findings accumulated on Internet addictions during the past 20 years and gives us a good
framework for understanding Internet addiction problems and gives practitioners and
researchers useful assessment and evaluation tools and potential promising treatment
suggestions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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33. Review of Mindfulness-based relapse prevention for addictive behaviors: A clinician's guide.
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Reviews the book, Mindfulness-Based Relapse Prevention for Addictive Behaviors: A
Clinician's Guide by Sarah Bowen, Neha Chawla, and G. Alan Marlatt (see record
2011-01707-000). The book is a treatment manual for practitioners working with
individuals experiencing addictive behaviors, specifically those individuals in the relapse
prevention phase of their treatment. The book joins the ranks of recent treatment
protocols that combine elements of mindfulness based practices and philosophies with
more traditional, often cognitive behavioral, intervention techniques. Part I of the book
provides the reader with background on the development of mindfulness-based relapse
prevention (MBRP). The book is easily understood and painstakingly specific about the
intervention methods. Each chapter contains handouts and homework exercises, and
many valuable worksheets to assist participants in monitoring their own internal
experiences. Specific suggestions for facilitating nonjudgmental discussions of
participants' experiences with the exercises and homework are included, along with
sample dialogues of facilitator participant discussions. The book is appropriate for all
levels of practitioners working with individuals with addictive disorders who are currently
working to prevent relapse. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved)
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Abstract:

Various studies have employed quantitative and qualitative methods to explore the
process of behavioral, emotional, and cognitive change that emerges during drug
addiction treatment, including the factors both encouraging and discouraging such
change. This article focuses on the narrative approach to the motivation and ambivalence
inherent in recovery over the course of a residential treatment program. The study sample
consisted of 46 clients undergoing substance abuse treatment in a residential facility in
Greece. All conversations were taped and later elaborated on with the help of narrative
analysis. Seven main types of narrative emerged from the overall analysis: optimistic,
overly optimistic, pessimistic, overly pessimistic, "tough life," troubled/confused, and
balanced. Results based on these categorizations reveal common thoughts, skepticism,
and difficulties patients face during recovery, with the linkage between each type of
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Abstract:

We examined patient- and facility-level correlates of specialty substance use disorder
(SUD) outpatient treatment receipt (at least 1 visit) and engagement (visit count) for
female Veterans Health Administration patients in 2008. Overall, 33% of 15,653 females
with SUD received specialty SUD outpatient treatment. Treatment receipt and
engagement were positively related to being age 31 to 55, having a psychiatric
comorbidity, and receiving treatment at facilities providing women's services. Additional
facility-level factors related to treatment receipt were treatment at a facility with
comorbid psychiatric services and more licensed psychosocial treatment providers per
patient. More prescribers per patient was associated with more treatment engagement.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Mindfulness-based interventions can decrease addictive behaviors while promoting
nonreactivity to stressors. This study employed qualitative methods to enhance
understanding of mindfulness-related treatment effects. Study participants were 18
alcohol-dependent adults residing in a therapeutic community who had participated in a
mindfulness-oriented recovery enhancement (MORE) intervention. Interviews were
conducted to elicit participant narratives. Responses to open-ended questions were
analyzed using a grounded theory approach and the method of constant comparison.
Narrative accounts suggested that MORE enhanced self-awareness while helping clients
to cope more effectively with emotional distress and addictive impulses. MORE appears
to be acceptable to participants and feasible to implement within a residential treatment
setting. Mindfulness training could assist marginalized persons in recovering from
addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Family Drug Courts (FDC) support parents' reunification efforts by providing case
management aimed at cross-agency collaborations. Innovatively, the Pima County FDC
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includes trauma-specific treatment provided concurrently with alcohol and other drug
(AOD) treatment. This study examines outcomes including AOD use, mental health,
education and employment involvement, housing stability, and reunification of 121 FDC
participants who completed baseline and 6-month postbaseline self-report assessments. At
follow-up, AOD use remained low and mental health problems had decreased.
Engagement in employment and education increased, as did housing stability. This study
suggests that the Pima County FDC model might be effective for working with parents
battling substance abuse. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

There is increasing interest in the role of individual variation in behavioral economic
indices of the relative value of alcohol in relation to alcohol use and misuse. The aim of
the present study was to investigate the importance of behavioral economic indices of
demand for alcohol generated from an alcohol purchase task (APT), a task that measures
estimated alcohol consumption and price sensitivity above and beyond established risk
variables, including dimensions of impulsivity and craving for alcohol. In addition, the
study examined the APT indices in relation to intellectual functioning. Hierarchical
regressions revealed that the behavioral economic index of Omax and intellectual
functioning were significantly and uniquely associated with weekly alcohol consumption.
In contrast, Intensity, and craving for alcohol were uniquely associated with alcohol
misuse. These results provide further support for the importance of behavioral economic
indices of demand in relation to both alcohol use and alcohol misuse. Parallels to previous
studies, limitations, and important future directions are discussed. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

STATEMENT: All rights reserved.; HOLDER: Textrum Ltd.; YEAR: 2012

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Alcoholism
*Craving
*Impulsiveness
Page 32

NHS Evidence | library.nhs.uk

*Individual Differences
*Behavioral Economics
Cognitive Ability
Source:

PsycINFO

39. Castrati singers-All for fame.

Citation:

Journal of Sexual Medicine, September 2012, vol./is. 9/9(2233-2237),
1743-6095;1743-6109 (Sep 2012)

Author(s):

Hatzinger, Martin; Voge, Dominick; Stastny, Matthias; Moll, Friedrich; Sohn, Michael

Correspondence Address:

Hatzinger, Martin: Department of Urology, Markus Hospital, Willhelm- Epstein-Strasse
4, Frankfurt, Germany, 60431, martin.hatzinger@fdk.info

Institution:

Hatzinger, Martin: Department of Urology, Markus Hospital, Frankfurt; Voge, Dominick:
Department of Urology, Markus Hospital, Frankfurt; Stastny, Matthias: Department of
Urology, Markus Hospital, Frankfurt; Moll, Friedrich: Department of Urology, Cologne
Medical Center, Holweide Hospital, Cologne; Sohn, Michael: Department of Urology,
Markus Hospital, Frankfurt

Language:

English

Abstract:

Introduction: The phenomenon of castration is very closely associated with the baroque
era. In a period that placed emphasis on pure sensual pleasure, castrati singers, with their
angelic voices, were a perverted outcome of this ambition. It was the intention that these
castrato voices with their supernatural sound would mesmerize audiences. At that time, it
could be said that within certain society circles, an addiction to these voices existed.
Equally, they were oblivious to the spiritual side of the lives of the castrati. Farinelli,
Caffarelli, and Senesino, three of the most famous castrati, were the first musical
superstars of the 18th century. Their voices moved decadent audiences to tears and
standing ovations. The price for this fame was, however, high. Aim: The aim of this
review is to provide an overview of castrati singers, especially in the baroque era, their
sexuality and the effects of castration on their physical development. Methods: A
literature search of relevant databases, books, and articles in journals was performed and
compared with current data concerning androgen suppression and endocrine aspects of
male sexual dysfunction. Results: The effects of castration on physical development were
notoriously erratic. Much depended on the timing of the operation: boys pruned before
the age of 10 or so very often grew up with feminine features; smooth, hairless bodies,
incipient breasts, infantile penis, and often a complete lack of sex drive. Conclusion: The
peak success of the castrati ended with the end of the 18th century. The last castrato was
Alessandro Moreschi, a solo singer in the choir of the Sistine Chapel of the Vatican.
Following the ban on castration, Pope Pius X sent him into retirement in 1912, thus
putting an end to a very impressive part of the history of music. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This article demonstrates how self-diagnostic information (presence of symptoms on an
inventory) influences the risk perception of Internet addiction disorder (IAD). The authors
also highlight 2 tendencies-self-positivity bias and online social support-that are
characteristics of risk perception of IAD. In 3 studies, it was found that if no contextual
information was provided, respondents estimated their risk of IAD as higher than when
contextual information (symptoms) was provided. They were also less prone to
self-positivity (i.e., the disposition for people to estimate their risk as lower than others).
Finally, our research provides evidence that online social support moderates these effects.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Wiley Periodicals, Inc.; YEAR: 2012

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Internet Addiction
*Risk Perception
*Social Support
Diagnosis

Source:

PsycINFO

41. The roles of the reward system in sleep and dreaming.

Citation:

Neuroscience and Biobehavioral Reviews, September 2012, vol./is. 36/8(1934-1951),
0149-7634 (Sep 2012)

Author(s):

Perogamvros, Lampros; Schwartz, Sophie

Correspondence Address:

Schwartz, Sophie: Department of Neuroscience, Faculty of Medicine, University of
Geneva, rue Michel-Servet 1, Geneva, Switzerland, 1211, 4, sophie.schwartz@unige.ch

Institution:

Perogamvros, Lampros: Division of Neuropsychiatry, Department of Psychiatry,
University Hospitals of Geneva, Geneva; Schwartz, Sophie: Department of Neuroscience,
University of Geneva, Geneva

Language:

English

Abstract:

The mesolimbic dopaminergic system (ML-DA) allows adapted interactions with the
environment and is therefore of critical significance for the individual's survival. The
ML-DA system is implicated in reward and emotional functions, and it is perturbed in
schizophrenia, addiction, and depression. The ML-DA reward system is not only
recruited during wakeful behaviors, it is also active during sleep. Here, we introduce the
Reward Activation Model (RAM) for sleep and dreaming, according to which activation
of the ML-DA reward system during sleep contributes to memory processes, to the
regulation of rapid-eye movement (REM) sleep, and to the generation and motivational
content of dreams. In particular, the engagement of ML-DA and associated limbic
structures prioritizes information with high emotional or motivational relevance for
(re)processing during sleep and dreaming. The RAM provides testable predictions and
has clinical implications for our understanding of the pathogenesis of major depression
and addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Interoception refers to a collection of processes by which the state of the body is
transmitted back to the brain, giving rise to awareness of the internal milieu, and
motivating behavioural responses to homeostatically regulate internal state. Recent work
has begun to explore the relevance of this construct to drug addiction: drugs of abuse and
drug-related stimuli induce pronounced peripheral changes, and damage to a brain region
known to support interoception (the insula) disrupts nicotine dependence. This article
critically reviews existing accounts of addiction that suggest impaired interoception
contributes to drug abuse. Conceptually, we argue that existing addiction interoception
models could be usefully extended by considering (i) the multiple components of the
bodily feedback system (signal, perception, and appraisal) and (ii) how individual
differences in these three components impact on cognitive-affective processing in
addiction. Empirically, whilst no studies have examined direct behavioural measures of
interoception in addicted populations, several indirect lines of experimental work that
pertain to this altered interoception hypothesis are presented. Clinical implications are
discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Several studies indicate that individuals with substance use disorders (SUD) exhibit
biases in the cognitive processing of substance-related stimuli. These biases facilitate the
detection of substance cues and have been argued to play a causal or perpetuating role in
addiction. Two electrophysiological indices of cognitive processing, the P300 and Slow
Potential (SP) components of the event-related potential (ERP), are associated with the
deployment of attentional resources to motivationally relevant stimuli. In the present
meta-analysis P300 (300-800ms) and SP (>800ms) amplitudes are used to investigate
whether SUD persons show enhanced cognitive processing of substance cues relative to
neutral cues as opposed to control participants. Results indicated the P300 and SP
amplitude effect sizes were significantly larger in SUD participants than controls. This
result is explained by substance users' motivated attention. Additional stratified moderator
analyses revealed that both P300 and SP amplitudes were not moderated by electrode site
(Fz vs. Pz), type of substance used (stimulants vs. depressants), substance use status
(abstinent vs. non-abstinent), age, gender and task requirements (active vs. passive
paradigms). (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

The primary aim of the present pilot study was to examine cognitive biases in individuals
with mild to borderline ID and alcohol use-related problems. Participants (N = 57)
performed the approach avoidance task, picture rating task and visual dot probe task,
which was combined with eye-tracking methodology. They were admitted to a forensic
setting and were all abstinent and undergoing treatment at the time of testing. Three
groups were formed based on the severity of alcohol use-related problems as measured by
the AUDIT. In line with the expectations, no differences were found between participants
based on the severity of their alcohol use-related problems. In addition, three groups were
formed based on IQ to assess the relationship between IQ and the strength of the
cognitive biases. There were also no differences between individuals with mild or
borderline ID and individuals with (below) average IQ on any of the variables. It is
concluded that computer tasks such as these can be used in individuals with mild to
borderline ID. As the results suggest no influence of IQ on the strength of cognitive
biases, this study opens up new opportunities for future research on the application of
measuring cognitive biases in screening, diagnosing and treating individuals with mild to
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borderline ID and alcohol use-related problems. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

A significant challenge for understanding alcoholism lies in discovering why some, but
not other individuals, become dependent on alcohol. Genetic, environmental, cultural,
developmental, and neurobiological influences are recognized as essential factors
underlying a person's risk for becoming alcohol dependent (AD); however, the
neurobiological processes that trigger this vulnerability are still poorly understood.
Hormones are important in the regulation of many functions and several hormones are
strongly associated with alcohol use. While medical consequences are important, the
primary focus of this review is on the underlying confluence of appetitive/feeding,
reproductive and posterior pituitary hormones associated with distinct phases of
alcoholism or assessed by alcohol craving in humans. While these hormones are of
diverse origin, the involvement with alcoholism by these hormone systems is
unmistakable, and demonstrates the complexity of interactions with alcohol and the
difficulty of successfully pursuing effective treatments. Whether alcohol associated
changes in the activity of certain hormones are the result of alcohol use or are the result of
an underlying predisposition for alcoholism, or a combination of both, is currently of
great scientific interest. The evidence we present in this review suggests that appetitive
hormones may be markers as they appear involved in alcohol dependence and craving,
that reproductive hormones provide an example of the consequences of drinking and are
affected by alcohol, and that posterior pituitary hormones have potential for being targets
for treatment. A better understanding of the nature of these associations may contribute to
diagnosing and more comprehensively treating alcoholism. Pharmacotherapies that take
advantage of our new understanding of hormones, their receptors, or their potential
relationship to craving may shed light on the treatment of this disorder. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Learned associations between the rewarding effect of addictive drugs and drug-paired
contexts resist extinction and contribute to the high rate of relapse observed in drug
addicts. Although it has been shown that extracellular signal-regulated kinase 1/2
(ERK1/2) activity in the nucleus accumbens (NAc) is modulated by the primary
rewarding effect of opiates, little is known as to its role in the morphine-associated
contextual memory. In the present study, we investigated the ERK1/2 activity indicated by
phosphorylated ERK1/2 (pERK1/2) levels in rats using a morphine-induced conditioned
place preference (CPP) procedure. Our results showed that, in rats that had undergone
morphine conditioning, after testing (expression phase) pERK1/2 in the NAc shell but not
the NAc core or the adjacent caudate putamen was specifically increased. pERK1/2 levels
in several other parts of the brain involved in drug-seeking, such as the medial prefrontal
cortex, dorsal hippocampus, and basolateral amygdala, showed no significant changes. A
significant positive correlation was observed between the elevated pERK1/2 level in the
NAc shell and the degree of conditioned preference for morphine-associated contexts.
Bilateral injection of an inhibitor of ERK activation into the NAc shell attenuated ERK1/2
phosphorylation and prevented the expression of morphine CPP, but injections into the
core did not. Selective inhibition of NR2B-containing NMDA receptor in the NAc shell
by ifenprodil prevented CPP expression and down-regulated local ERK1/2
phosphorylation. These findings collectively suggest that recall of morphine-associated
contextual memory depends specifically upon ERK1/2 activation in the NAc shell and
that ERK1/2 phosphorylation is regulated by the upstream NR2B-containing NMDA
receptor. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

This study compares 41 Black and 124 White adolescents at intake and discharge from a
residential treatment program for substance-use disorders. Study data were obtained as
part of a larger study (N = 195) that sought to assess the relationship of helping behavior
and addiction recovery. This post-hoc analysis aims to identify cultural strengths that may
be associated with recovery from substance-use disorders among Black adolescents.
Using regression analyses and controlling for the severity of substance use and
background variables that distinguish racial groups, religious practices and behaviors at
intake were examined. Specifically, Black youth and White youth were compared on
treatment outcomes, including alcohol or drug use during treatment, drug craving,
12-Step work, and 12-Step helping. The burden of health and socioeconomic disparities at
intake did not disproportionately disfavor Black adolescents. Outcomes related to 12-Step
measures were similar between Black and White youth. White adolescents reported
higher craving scores at discharge, and Black adolescents were more likely to use drugs
during treatment. High levels of religiousness at treatment intake were linked to greater
12-Step work and greater 12-Step helping at discharge. High levels of religiousness at
intake were not related to drug use during treatment or to craving scores at discharge. The
relationship between intake levels of religiousness and treatment-related outcomes did not
differ by race. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Specific psychiatric diagnoses and comorbidity patterns were examined to determine if
they were related to the medical lethality of suicide attempts among adolescents
presenting to an urban general hospital (N = 375). Bivariate analysis showed that
attempters with substance abuse disorders had higher levels of lethality than attempters
without substance abuse. Regression results indicated having depression comorbid with
any other diagnosis was not associated with medical lethality. However, having a
substance abuse disorder was associated with higher suicide attempt lethality, highlighting
the importance of substance abuse as a risk factor for lethal suicide attempts in
adolescents. This finding stimulates critical thinking around the understanding of suicidal
behavior in youth and the development and implementation of treatment strategies for
suicidal adolescents with substance abuse disorders. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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49. Classification of co-occurring depression and substance abuse symptoms predicts suicide attempts in adolescents.
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Abstract:

Although both depression and substance use have been found to contribute to suicide
attempts, the synergistic impact of these disorders has not been fully explored.
Additionally, the impact of subthreshold presentations of these disorders has not been
researched. We utilized the Quadrant Model of Classification (a matrix of severity of two
disorders) to assess for suicide attempt risk among adolescents. Logistic regression was
used to examine the impact of co-occurring disorder classification on suicide risk
attempts. Results indicate that quadrant classification had a dramatic impact on suicide
attempt risk, with individuals with high severity co-occurring disorders at greatest risk.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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50. Predicting high risk adolescents' substance use over time: The role of parental monitoring.
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Abstract:

We examined whether parental monitoring at baseline predicted subsequent substance use
in a high-risk youth population. Students in 14 alternative high schools in Washington
State completed self-report surveys at three time points over the course of 2 years.
Primary analyses included 1,423 students aged 14-20 who lived with at least one parent or
step-parent at baseline. Using hierarchical linear modeling, we found that high parental
monitoring at baseline predicted significantly less use of alcohol, marijuana, downers,
cocaine, PCP, LSD, and prescription drugs and drinking to intoxication at the first
posttest. Approximately 1 year later, high parental monitoring at baseline predicted
significantly less use of alcohol, cocaine, prescription drugs, uppers, and ecstasy and
drinking to intoxication. Study results suggest that parental monitoring serves as a
protective factor, even for high-risk alternative high school students. Including a parental
monitoring component may increase the effectiveness of traditional drug prevention
programs. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Methadone, a synthetic racemic opioid that primarily works as a -opioid receptor
(OPRM1) agonist, is commonly used for the treatment of heroin addiction. Genetic
association studies have reported that the OPRM1 gene is involved in the physiology of
heroin and alcohol addiction. Our current study is designed to test the hypothesis that
genetic polymorphisms in the OPRM1 gene region are associated with methadone
dosage, plasma concentrations, treatment responses, adverse reactions and withdrawal
symptoms in a methadone maintenance treatment (MMT) cohort from Taiwan. Fifteen
OPRM1 single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) were selected and genotyped using
DNA samples from 366 MMT patients. The plasma concentrations of methadone and its
metabolite were measured by high performance liquid chromatography. The results
obtained using dominant model analysis indicate that the OPRM1 SNPs rs1074287,
rs6912029, rs12209447, rs510769, rs3798676, rs7748401, rs495491, rs10457090,
rs589046, rs3778152, rs563649, and rs2075572 are significantly associated with
change-in-libido side effects (adjusted p < 0.042). Using recessive model analysis, these
SNPs were also found to be significantly associated with insomnia side effects in this
cohort (p < 0.009). The significance of the insomnia findings was mainly contributed by a
subgroup of patients who had a positive urine morphine test (p < 0.022), and by
individuals who did not use benzodiazepine hypnotics (p < 0.034). Our current data thus
suggest that genetic polymorphisms in OPRM1 may influence the change-in-libido and
insomnia side effects sometimes found in MMT patients. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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52. Review of The creative arts in dementia care: Practical person-centred approaches and ideas and introduction to
art therapy research and music therapy and addictions.

Citation:

International Journal of Social Psychiatry, September 2012, vol./is. 58/5(555-557),
0020-7640;1741-2854 (Sep 2012)

Author(s):

Guha, Martin

Institution:

Guha, Martin: King's College London, Institute of Psychiatry, London

Language:

English

Abstract:

Reviews the books, The Creative Arts in Dementia Care: Practical Person-Centred
Approaches and Ideas by J. Hayes and S. Povey (2010); Introduction to Art Therapy
Research by L. Kapitan (see record 2010-09069-000); and Music Therapy and Addictions
by D. Aldridge and J. Fachner (2010). It is generally accepted that mental disorders are
most effectively treated by a team effort, with contributions by people from a wide variety
of disciplines. It is obviously desirable for this to be reflected in the scientific literature.
Creative Arts in Dementia Care is an excellent example of this genre, produced by Jessica
Kingsley, a profuse publisher of such works. Introduction to Art Therapy Research is a
welcome text designed to counterbalance these limitations. In fact it almost leans the
other way. For no apparent reason all the chapters are headed up with lengthy and obscure
quotations about hunting. Apart from these oddities, this is a good basic textbook of
research methods in general, with chapters on tools, steps and processes, including
literature reviewing and identifying research questions, quantitative modeling, outcomes
research, participant observation, and researching the phenomena of conscious experience
- broadly speaking, qualitative research. Music and the use of habit-forming substances
are curiously intertwined. Music Therapy and Addictions is rather more concerned with
the use of music to bring about therapeutic change. Three books then. Creative Arts in
Dementia Care is worth considering as a source of inspiration, though it lacks an evidence
base. Introduction to Art Therapy Research can be recommended as a clear, concise but
rather dry guide to the mechanics of producing such an evidence base: describing
techniques that ought to be understood by all therapists. Music Therapy and Addictions is,
perhaps, less inspiring than Creative Arts in Dementia Care but does use some of these
research techniques to demonstrate that therapies based on one of the creative arts can
make a modest contribution to treatments in a complex and controversial field.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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53. Review of Healing the broken mind: Transforming America's failed mental health system.
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Abstract:

Reviews the book, Healing the Broken Mind: Transforming America's Failed Mental
Health System by T. A. Kelly (see record 2009-13438-000). In this book, Kelly, who
trained as a clinical psychologist and was commissioner of Virginia's Department of
Mental Health, Retardation and Substance Abuse, writes about the broken mental
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healthcare system in the US using sharp insight from within, picking problems,
identifying obstacles and putting forward suggestions to mend the broken system. There
are harrowing instances and case reports where individuals are not aware of the insurance
limitations for treatment for addictions or severe mental illness, resulting in huge financial
and emotional cost to individuals and their families. What is intriguing is that politicians
and stakeholders are not prepared to pick up the message that patients can become
productive members of society and add to economic growth through work and taxes,
which would result in lowering the burden of disease. Perhaps that reflects short-term
political vision. In this volume, Kelly lays bare the underbelly of the mental healthcare
system in America with surgical precision, highlighting a sense of frustration and surprise
that this should be so. This book, a challenge both for the profession and for policy
makers, is an eye-opener. It should be compulsory reading for policy makers, and
professionals must clean up their act. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved)
Country of Publication:
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54. Monitoring extracellular pH, oxygen, and dopamine during reward delivery in the striatum of primates.
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Abstract:

Dopamine projections that extend from the ventral tegmental area to the striatum have
been implicated in the biological basis for behaviors associated with reward and
addiction. Until recently, it has been difficult to evaluate the complex balance of energy
utilization and neural activity in the striatum. Many techniques such as electrophysiology,
functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI), and fast-scan cyclic voltammetry have
been employed to monitor these neurochemical and neurophysiological changes. In this
brain region, physiological responses to cues and rewards cause local, transient pH
changes. Oxygen and pH are coupled in the brain through a complex system of blood
flow and metabolism as a result of transient neural activity. Indeed, this balance is at the
heart of imaging studies such as fMRI. To this end, we measured pH and O2 changes with
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fast-scan cyclic voltammetry in the striatum as indices of changes in metabolism and
blood flow in vivo in three Macaca mulatta monkeys during reward-based behaviors.
Specifically, the animals were presented with Pavlovian conditioned cues that predicted
different probabilities of liquid reward. They also received free reward without predictive
cues. The primary detected change consisted of pH shifts in the striatal extracellular
environment following the reward predicting cues or the free reward. We observed three
types of cue responses that consisted of purely basic pH shifts, basic pH shifts followed
by acidic pH shifts, and purely acidic pH shifts. These responses increased with reward
probability, but were not significantly different from each other. The pH changes were
accompanied by increases in extracellular O2. The changes in pH and extracellular O2 are
consistent with current theories of metabolism and blood flow. However, they were of
sufficient magnitude that they masked dopamine changes in the majority of cases. The
findings suggest a role of these chemical responses in neuronal reward processing.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: A new resolution on mental, neurological and substance use disorders was
adopted in January 2012 by the World Health Organization (WHO) Executive Board. The
resolution urges WHO and Member States to collaborate in the development of a
comprehensive mental health action plan, to be submitted for discussion and approval to
the WHO World Health Assembly. This commentary aims at rising awareness on the risk
that this resolution may not fulfil its potential. Discussion: Lack of political awareness
and visibility of the resolution is a first major issue. Theoretically, Member States should
be aware of the resolution and support its implementation at their respective national
level, but in practice political commitment may not be high enough, and technical and
financial resources made available may be limited. A second challenge is that the
resolution suggests to work with Member States and technical agencies to promote
academic exchange through which to contribute to policy-making in mental health. It is
not straightforward, however, how such a statement may be effectively translated into
action. A third key methodological aspect is how scientific evidence and factors other
than scientific evidence will be handled. This seems particularly relevant in the field of
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mental health, where value-based decisions together with resource and feasibility
considerations may be unavoidable. Summary: We argue that WHO and Member States
should work together to increase the visibility of the resolution, ensuring that Ministries
of Health and other relevant components of the health systems are aware of the resolution
and its implications. As the resolution urges for academic exchange, WHO should
develop a plan for an explicit, inclusive and open call for support and collaboration, so
that partners willing to contribute are not kept out from the process. The production of an
action plan for mental disorders should be based on scientifically sound methodology.
Such a methodology should be transparently described, for example in a WHO process
document, to make it clear how individual-level recommendations and policy-level
guidance are developed. WHO should establish and maintain an open forum of experts,
scientists, health officials and user groups worldwide to interact and agree on values,
preferences, feasibility, acceptability, implementability, equity and economic issues that
should inform the action plan. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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56. Patterns of pre-treatment drug abuse, drug treatment history and characteristics of addicts in methadone
maintenance treatment in Iran.
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Abstract:

Background: Opiates are the main drugs of abuse, and Methadone Maintenance
Treatment (MMT) is the most widely administered drug addiction treatment program in
Iran. Our study aimed to investigate patterns of pre-treatment drug abuse, addiction
treatment history and characteristics of patients in MMT in Tehran. Methods: We applied
a stratified cluster random sampling technique and conducted a cross-sectional survey
utilizing a standard patient characteristic and addiction history form with patients (n =
810) in MMT. The Chi-square test and t-test served for statistical analyses. Results: A
clear majority of the participants were men (96%), more than 60% of whom were
between 25 and 44 years of age, educated (89% had more than elementary education),
and employed (>70%). The most commonly reported main drugs of abuse prior to MMT
entry were opium (69%) and crystalline heroin (24%). The patients' lifetime drug
experience included opium (92%), crystalline heroin (28%), cannabis (16%),
amphetamines (15%), and other drugs (33%). Crystalline heroin abusers were younger
than opium users, had begun abusing drugs earlier, and reported a shorter history of opiate
addiction. Conclusion: Opium and crystalline heroin were the main drugs of abuse. A
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high rate of addiction using more dangerous opiate drugs such as crystalline heroin calls
for more preventive efforts, especially among young men. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Despite advances in the development of medications to treat alcohol
dependence, few medications have been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration. The use of certain anticonvulsant medications has demonstrated potential
efficacy in treating alcohol dependence. Previous research suggests that the
anticonvulsant levetiracetam may be beneficial in an alcohol-dependent population of
very heavy drinkers. Methods: In this double-blind, randomized, placebo-controlled
clinical trial, 130 alcohol-dependent patients who reported very heavy drinking were
recruited across 5 clinical sites. Patients received either levetiracetam extended-release
(XR) or placebo and a Brief Behavioral Compliance Enhancement Treatment
intervention. Levetiracetam XR was titrated during the first 4 weeks to 2,000 mg/d. This
target dose was maintained during weeks 5 through 14 and was tapered during weeks 15
and 16. Results: No significant differences were detected between the levetiracetam XR
and placebo groups in either the primary outcomes (percent heavy drinking days and
percent subjects with no heavy drinking days) or in other secondary drinking outcomes.
Treatment groups did not differ on a number of nondrinking outcomes, including
depression, anxiety, mood, and quality of life. The only difference observed was in
alcohol-related consequences. The levetiracetam XR treatment group showed
significantly fewer consequences than did the placebo group during the maintenance
period (p = 0.02). Levetiracetam XR was well tolerated, with fatigue being the only
significantly elevated adverse event, compared with placebo (53% vs. 24%, respectively;
p = 0.001). Conclusions: This multisite clinical trial showed no efficacy for levetiracetam
XR compared with placebo in reducing alcohol consumption in heavy drinking
alcohol-dependent patients. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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58. Associations of alcohol, nicotine, cannabis, and drug use/dependence with educational attainment: Evidence from
cotwin-control analyses.
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Language:
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Abstract:

Background: Although substance use is associated with reduced educational attainment,
this association may be owing to common risk factors such as socioeconomic
disadvantage. We tested whether alcohol, nicotine, and illicit drug use and dependence
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were associated with lifetime educational attainment after controlling for familial
background characteristics. Methods: Data were from a 1987 questionnaire and a 1992
telephone diagnostic interview of 6,242 male twins (n = 3,121 pairs; mean age = 41.9
years in 1992) who served in the U.S. military during the Vietnam era and therefore, were
eligible for educational benefits after military service. Reduced educational attainment
(<16 years) was examined in twin pairs discordant for substance use history. Substance
use and dependence risk factors assessed were early alcohol and cannabis use, daily
nicotine use, lifetime cannabis use, and alcohol, nicotine, cannabis, and any illicit drug
dependence. Results: Three significant differences were observed between at-risk twins
and their cotwins: Compared to their low-risk cotwins, likelihood of completing <16
years of education was significantly increased for the following: (i) twins who used
alcohol before age 18 (adjusted OR = 1.44; 95% CI: 1.02 to 2.05), (ii) twins with a
lifetime alcohol dependence diagnosis (adjusted OR = 1.76; 95% CI: 1.27 to 2.44), and
(iii) twins who had used nicotine daily for 30 or more days (adjusted OR = 2.54, 95%CI:
1.55 to 4.17). However, no differences in education were observed among twin pairs
discordant for cannabis initiation, early cannabis use, or cannabis, nicotine, or any illicit
drug dependence. Conclusions: Even in a veteran population with access to military
educational benefits, early alcohol use, alcohol dependence, and daily nicotine use
remained significantly associated with years of education after controlling for shared
familial contributions to educational attainment. The association between other
substances and educational attainment was explained by familial factors common to these
substance use phenotypes and adult educational attainment. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Introduction: The personality trait resiliency is the ability to flexibly adapt impulse
control relative to contextual demand. Low resiliency has been linked to later
alcohol/drug problems. The underlying psychological and neural mechanisms are
unknown, but neurocomputational models suggested relations between resiliency and
working memory. Cortical-striatal connectivity has been proposed to underlie adaptive
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switches between cautious and risky behaviors. Methods: Working memory was probed in
sixty-seven 18- to 22-year-olds from a larger community study of alcoholism, using the
n-back task during functional magnetic resonance imaging. Functional connectivity
between task-related regions was investigated with psychophysiological interaction
analysis. Resiliency was measured in early teen years and related to early adulthood
measures of drinking/drug use, task activation, and connectivity. Relationships with risk
factors, including family history, age of drinking onset, and number of alcohol problems,
were also investigated. Results: Higher resiliency was related to lower levels of substance
use, fewer alcohol problems, and better working memory performance. Whole-brain
regression revealed resiliency negatively correlated with activation of subthalamic
nucleus (STN) and pallidum during the n-back. High and Low resiliency quartile groups
(n = 17 each) differed in coupling strength between STN and median cingulate cortex, a
region of reduced activation during working memory. The high resiliency group had later
onset of drinking, fewer alcohol problems, had used fewer illicit drugs, and were less
likely to smoke cigarettes than their low resiliency counterparts. Conclusions: These
findings suggest that resiliency in early adolescence may protect against alcohol problems
and drug use, although the direction of this effect is currently unknown. This protective
factor may relate to executive functioning as supported by the finding of a neural link
shared between resiliency and working memory in basal ganglia structures. The STN, a
key basal ganglia structure, may adaptively link flexible impulse control with cognitive
processing, potentially modulating substance use outcomes. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: All female mammals with 2 X chromosomes balance gene expression with
males having only 1 X by inactivating one of their X chromosomes (X chromosome
inactivation [XCI]). Analysis of XCI in females offers the opportunity to investigate both
X-linked genetic factors and early embryonic development that may contribute to
alcoholism. Increases in the prevalence of skewing of XCI in women with alcoholism
could implicate biological risk factors. Methods: The pattern of XCI was examined in
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DNA isolated in blood from 44 adult women meeting DSM-IV criteria for an alcohol use
disorder and 45 control women with no known history of alcohol abuse or dependence.
XCI status was determined by analyzing digested and undigested polymerase chain
reaction (PCR) products of the polymorphic androgen receptor (AR) gene located on the
X chromosome. Subjects were categorized into 3 groups based upon the degree of XCI
skewness: random (50:50 to 64:36%), moderately skewed (65:35 to 80:20%), and highly
skewed (>80:20%). Results: XCI status from informative women with alcoholism was
found to be random in 59% (n = 26), moderately skewed in 27% (n = 12), or highly
skewed in 14% (n = 6). Control subjects showed 60, 29, and 11%, respectively. The
distribution of skewed XCI observed among women with alcoholism did not differ
statistically from that of control subjects ( test = 0.14, 2 df, p = 0.93). Conclusions: Our
data did not support an increase in XCI skewness among women with alcoholism or
implicate early developmental events associated with embryonic cell loss or unequal
(nonrandom) expression of X-linked gene(s) or defects in alcoholism among women.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Comments on an article by Joanne B. Fertig et al. (see record 2012-21003-015).
Background: Levetiracetam exhibited 2 promising results in preclinical studies as well as
in treating alcohol withdrawal in humans. Two open-label trials suggested that
levetiracetam may be efficient in alcohol-related disorder. Methods: The study by Fertig
and colleagues (2012) examines the effects of levetiracetam using a double-blind,
placebo-controlled design including 130 participants. Fertig and colleagues' study
included alcohol-dependent participants drinking heavily. Double-blind medication was
dispensed for 16 weeks, with a target dose of 2,000 mg per day from week 5 to week 14,
and then tapered. Results: The results are negative both on the primary and on the
secondary outcomes, except from lower alcohol-related consequences in the levetiracetam
extended-release (XR) group, and a trend for a lower quality of life in the levetiracetam
XR group. These last 2 results would have been nonsignificant after controlling for
multiple testing. Conclusions: By conducting a state-of-the-art randomized-controlled
clinical trial with negative results, Fertig and colleagues have filled an important gap in
the existing literature. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

To determine the relationship between the genetic and environmental risk factors for
externalizing psychopathology and mental wellbeing, we examined detailed measures of
emotional, social and psychological wellbeing, and a history of alcohol-related problems
and smoking behavior in the last year in 1,386 individual twins from same-sex pairs from
the MIDUS national US sample assessed in 1995. Cholesky decomposition analyses were
performed with the Mx program. The best fit model contained one highly heritable
common externalizing psychopathology factor for both substance use/abuse measures,
and one strongly heritable common factor for the three wellbeing measures. Genetic and
environmental risk factors for externalizing psychopathology were both negatively
associated with levels of mental wellbeing and accounted for, respectively, 7% and 21%
of its genetic and environmental influences. Adding internalizing psychopathology
assessed in the last year to the model, genetic risk factors unique for externalizing
psychopathology were now positively related to levels of mental wellbeing, although
accounting for only 5% of the genetic variance. Environmental risk factors unique to
externalizing psychopathology continued to be negatively associated with mental
wellbeing, accounting for 26% of the environmental variance. When both internalizing
psychopathology and externalizing psychopathology are associated with mental
wellbeing, the strongest risk factors for low mental wellbeing are genetic factors that
impact on both internalizing psychopathology and externalizing psychopathology, and
environmental factors unique to externalizing psychopathology. In this model, genetic
risk factors for externalizing psychopathology predict, albeit weakly, higher levels of
mental wellbeing. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Reviews the book, Flashback: Drugs and Dealing in the Golden Age of the London Rave
Scene by Jennifer Ward (2010). Jennifer Ward did not choose to actually live with the
drug users and drug dealers that she studied during a five-year period of ethnographic
field work between 1993 and 1998, reported in this book, but in a sense she did join their
communities in London on the rave club scene. Like Whyte, she organizes much of her
ethnographic material around detailed accounts of the lives of a small number of
characters active on the scene at that time; like Whyte, one of her principal theoretical
interests relates to the dynamics of closed and open social networks, and like Whyte she
provides a rather poignant account of the 'later lives' of these characters, following the
completion of the field work, as they age through their twenties and into their thirties or,
in some cases, forties. The title of the book foregrounds the claim that the mid-1990s was
an exceptional period-a 'golden age'-for the London rave and clubbing scene. This could
be interpreted in two ways: first, as a quantitative claim about the volume of 'recreational
drugs' consumed during this period, or second, as a description of the vibrancy of rave
culture during this period. It is certainly true that in the decade following the period of the
field work official data suggests a modest but significant decline in the quantity of
recreational drugs such as ecstasy and cocaine, consumed by young people, as more
embraced the pleasures of alcohol. This is a fine study and the investment in ethnographic
research over a period of five years in the field yields a rich dividend in data and valuable
insight. The theoretical framework employed relates the data to other contemporary
approaches to recreational drug consumption in thoughtful and illuminating ways. The
energy generated through the adoption of Thatcherite entrepreneurial values is evaluated
very well and, as Ward suggests, there are important insights to be gained from examining
the 'business end' of the dance and rave phenomenon. There is some comfort in finding
that the great Thatcherite project of re-moralization produced the vibrancy of rave as well
as the greed of the City. One disappointment is the absence of any discussion of the
methodology employed. It would have been very interesting to find out a little more about
the practical and ethical issues associated with the field work but sadly one suspects that,
in contrast to Whyte's day, publishers now rarely tolerate extended methodological
discussions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

We live in a time where children are no longer energetic, spontaneous, or creative, but
instead they are labeled disruptive, problematic, and abnormal. This shift in language and
social perception happened fairly quickly right under our noses, along with the rise of
children being diagnosed and medicated for attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD). As a student nurse, I feel morally obliged to question the standards for
diagnosis and treatment for children. A report published in Psychotherapy and
Psychosomatics revealed that 95 of 170 panel members that contributed to all diagnostic
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criteria for Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition and
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition, Text Revision had
financial associations with the pharmaceutical industry, especially for disorders where
medication is the first line of treatment. This finding suggests that financial interest is
especially high for ADHD diagnoses, as medication is the first line of treatment for
children despite the effectiveness of psychosocial treatments. Pushing stimulants onto
children has become the norm as our healthcare system continues to gravitate toward
solutions that are fast, easy, and of high profit. Healthcare providers need to reevaluate if
the benefits of stimulant use outweigh the costs. Is it worth the adverse side effects, social
stigma, high probability of addiction, change in personality, and loss of autonomy. I find
it difficult to say yes when psychosocial treatment produces long-term behavioral
improvements without compromising the development of our children. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Topic: There is an ongoing debate among prescribers concerning the risk of inadvertently
contributing to the initiation of substance abuse (SA) in children and adolescents through
the use of stimulants in the treatment of attention-deficit/ hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).
Psychiatric nurses at all levels of practice must be informed about this important
discourse in order to provide accurate and timely interventions to clients and their
families. Purpose: This literature review explores the current state of prescriptive
stimulant use for ADHD and the possible links to SA. Developmental, genetic, and
neurochemical theories of the disorder that may contribute to SA as well as the burden of
comorbidity are considered. The impact of gender, cultural, legal, and ethical influences
on diagnostic and treatment recommendations is also included. Source: U.S. and other
English language articles were identified through PubMed and the Cumulated Index of
Nursing and Allied Health Literature. These sources were used to determine the current
practice of stimulant prescription and the prevalence of SA as a comorbidity to other child
psychiatric disorders including ADHD. Textbooks were consulted for information
regarding relevant neurochemistry, genetics, and psychopharmacology. Conclusions: The
authors conclude that the use of stimulants is appropriate for children and adolescents
with ADHD when opportunities for screening, family and child education, and counseling
concerning SA are consistently integrated into the ongoing treatment regimen. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This study examined whether physical and sexual victimization experiences were related
to further substance use for a sample of drug-involved adult offenders and whether this
increase could be attributed to depression experienced after the victimization occurred. A
total of 674 men and 284 women from the longitudinal Multisite Adult Drug Court
Evaluation (MADCE) were included in analyses. The study included 23 drug court and 6
comparison sites. Study participants completed three interviews: at baseline enrollment
and then at 6 and 18 months after baseline. Multilevel path modeling showed that
physical and sexual victimization experiences during the year before the baseline
interview were associated with further substance use at 18 months and that this
relationship was mediated by depression. All relationships held for both men and women,
and beyond the contribution of several control variables, including drug court program
participation. Public health and criminal justice personnel working with substance-using
offenders should screen individuals for victimization-related trauma and, if identified,
provide assistance to evaluate and improve such individuals' mental health and,
subsequently, decrease their likelihood of using substances. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Reviews the book, Workplace Psychological Health: Current Research and Practice by
Paula Brough et al. (see record 2009-06414-000). This book provides a comprehensive
review of a wide range of issues that contribute to employee health and well-being at
work with a strong focus on stress-related themes and the factors that contribute to
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workplace stress. Well-researched topics such as job satisfaction and occupational stress
and coping, along with more contemporary issues such as work addiction and executive
coaching, are explored by a group of notable authors from the field of occupational health
psychology. Perhaps the only omission in this otherwise comprehensive book about the
factors that affect workplace psychological health is a chapter on occupational health and
safety. Whilst occupational health and safety is touched on briefly in Chapter 2, a more
thorough review of this topic is warranted and would also extend readership of the book
to include occupational health and safety students, researchers, academics and
practitioners. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Given the relationship between drug abuse and criminal behavior, it is important for
criminologists to understand what drug addiction is and how it occurs. This article
examines the process of becoming addicted to drugs (specifically, cocaine) via epigenetic
processes. Frequent drug usage leads to an allostatic (the changing of a physiological
system by the calibration its set points) brain changes in its pleasure centers. We first
examine the reward dominance theory of approach-avoidance behavior, and then explore
epigenetic processes in the context of the opponent process and the incentive-sensitization
models of drug addiction, and in terms of environmental stress. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: For adolescents, substance use disorder (SUD) treatment outcomes (e.g.,
abstinence, problematic behaviors) often cannot be measured soon enough to influence
treatment trajectory. Although process measures (e.g., treatment engagement) can play an
important role, it is essential to demonstrate their association with outcomes. This study
explored the extent to which engagement in outpatient treatment was associated with
outcomes and whether demographic/clinical characteristics moderated these relationships.
Methods: This is a prospective study of adolescents (N = 1491) who received outpatient
treatment for SUDs at one of 28 treatment sites taking part in a national evidence-based
practice implementation initiative. Information from the Global Appraisal of Individual
Needs interviews at intake and six-month follow-up, as well as encounter data, were used.
Adjusted hierarchical logistic models were used to estimate effects of engagement on
six-month outcomes. Results: Sixty-one percent of adolescents engaged in outpatient
treatment. Adolescents engaging in treatment had significantly lower likelihoods of
reporting any substance use (OR 0.60, 95% CI 0.41, 0.87), alcohol use (OR 0.63, 95% CI
0.45, 0.87), heavy alcohol use (OR 0.53, 95% CI 0.33, 0.86), and marijuana use (OR 0.64,
95% CI 0.45, 0.93). This association of engagement with abstinence outcomes was not
limited to any particular group. Treatment engagement, however, was not associated with
adolescents' self-report of illegal activity or trouble controlling behavior at follow-up.
Conclusion: At the individual level, the Washington Circle engagement measure was a
predictor of some positive outcomes for adolescents in outpatient treatment. Efforts to
better engage adolescents in treatment could improve quality of care. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Background: Habitual caffeine consumers who abstain from caffeine experience
withdrawal symptoms such as headache, fatigue, difficulty concentrating, mood
disturbances, and flu-like symptoms (Juliano and Griffiths, 2004). The caffeine
withdrawal syndrome has been documented across many experimental studies; however,
little is known about how withdrawal symptoms co-vary during a discrete episode.
Furthermore, a validated measure of caffeine withdrawal is lacking. Objective: To
develop, evaluate, and reduce a 23-item measure of caffeine withdrawal symptoms; the
Caffeine Withdrawal Symptom Questionnaire (CWSQ), to a set of composite variables.
Methods: Caffeine consumers (N = 213) completed the CWSQ after 16 h of caffeine
abstinence. A subset of participants also completed the CWSQ during a preceding
baseline period and/or after double-blind consumption of caffeinated coffee. Results:
Principal components analysis resulted in a solution comprised of 7-factors: 1.
Fatigue/drowsiness; 2. Low alertness/difficulty concentrating; 3. Mood disturbances; 4.
Low sociability/ motivation to work; 5. Nausea/upset stomach; 6. Flu-like feelings; and 7.
Headache. With the exception of nausea/upset stomach, the CWSQ total score and
individual composite scores were significantly greater during caffeine abstinence relative
to both baseline and double-blind consumption of caffeinated coffee, thereby
demonstrating sensitivity of the measure. Compared to non-daily coffee consumers, daily
consumers had greater increases in total withdrawal, fatigue/drowsiness, low
alertness/difficulty concentrating, mood disturbances, and headache. Conclusions: Future
directions include replication, assessment on a clinical population, and further
examination of psychometric properties of the CWSQ. The CWSQ should facilitate the
assessment and diagnosis of caffeine withdrawal and increase our knowledge of the
caffeine withdrawal syndrome. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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71. Commentary on Ataya et al. (2012), 'Internal reliability of measures of substance-related cognitive bias'.
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Abstract:

Comments on an article by Ataya et al. (see record 2012-02365-021). A recent paper
published in Drug and Alcohol Dependence (Ataya et al., 2012) is the first systematic
attempt to establish the internal reliability of measures of substance-related attentional
bias, and it makes an important and long overdue contribution to this topic. The authors
reported that the reliability of attentional bias indices derived from the visual probe task
was very poor, and while the attentional bias index from the Stroop was a little better, it
fell some way short of being acceptable, as > 0.70 in only two of six studies in which the
task was used. In this commentary, we speculate on some of the factors that might have
contributed to the poor reliability of the tasks, and how task reliability might be improved
in future studies. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Reviews the books, Drugs, Crime and Public Health by Alex Stevens (2011) and The
Drug Effect: Health, Crime and Society edited by Suzanne Fraser and David Moore
(2011). These two excellent books share many themes and call for a readjustment in the
thinking around drugs and drug users. In particular, the authors cast a critical eye over the
notion of 'evidence based' policy in relation to drugs. This highlights some very
interesting debates, such as the role of inequality in drug use, the new punitiveness, its
effects on drug users and the inadequacy of current policy responses to drug use. These
books also show the authors' frustrations that drug policy appears, in some instances, to
be doing more harm than good. Taken together, these two books focus on inequality and
the punitivness directed at those who use drugs in contemporary society and collectively
argue for a new and different way of responding to drug use and its related harms. This is
argued from a variety of points, not least because the human rights of drug users demands
it, and in a 'just' society a re-examination of attitudes and responses to those who use
drugs is necessary. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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73. Feeding as a reward mechanism.
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Rates of obesity are increasing worldwide and pose a significant threat
to individual health and to health-care systems. The natural drive to eat, combined with a
surplus of readily available food, is together partly responsible for this modern epidemic.
Recent research has better defined the molecular and neural mechanisms by which the
brain regulates food intake. While much of this research focused on the hypothalamus, it
has long been recognized that reward pathways have an important role in food intake.
Here, an overview of the role of dopamine reward systems in regulating food intake is
presented, with emphasis on regulation by peripheral metabolic signals. Moreover, there
are emerging results that better connect regulation of sleep and reward circuits. The
orexin (hypocretin) neuropeptide is an example of this and work on its role in addiction is
also highlighted in this chapter. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved)
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74. The different "voices" of PTSD. From linguistic desert to psychotherapy.

Original Title:

Les differentes voix de l'ESPT. Du desert langagier a la psychotherapie.

Citation:

Annales Medico-Psychologiques, June 2012, vol./is. 170/5(306-311), 0003-4487 (Jun
2012)

Author(s):

Auxemery, Y

Correspondence Address:

Auxemery, Y.: Service de Psychiatrie et de Psychologie Clinique, Hopital d'Instruction
des Armees Legouest, 27, avenue de Plantieres, BP 90001, Metz, France, 57077, cedex 3,
yann.auxemery@hotmail.fr

Institution:

Auxemery, Y.: Service de Psychiatrie et de Psychologie Clinique, Hopital d'Instruction
des Armees Legouest, Metz

Language:

French

Abstract:

If the psychic trauma usually and essentially remains within the field of the inexpressible,
unspeakable, like a linguistic desert, it surely translates by other ''voices''. Even if it is
pathognomonic of the state of posttraumatic stress, the repetition syndrome is rarely
highlighted by the psycho-traumatised patient themselves. Addictive and suicidal
behaviour, as well as the physical pain, are both more traditional methods of contact with
the health care system. Recent research has brought to light other psycho-traumatic
presentations such as repeated dissociative phenomena and transitory or lasting psychotic
reactions. The voice of family and friends gains in importance as it temporarily takes the
place of the speech of the psycho-traumatised subject. The social vessel also finds an echo
in legal recognition or compensation of related damage. If to start with the position of the
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victim can be useful in the psychic reconstruction, it is also fitting to question the sense of
it during psychotherapeutic support, where the subject rebuilds their trajectory through
their own words. Over time, the psycho-traumatised subject expresses themselves
differently. Initially in indirect ways, then their words suddenly emerge when the other
who is accompanying them encourages this revival. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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75. An emic view of caring for self: Grandmothers who care for children of mothers with substance use disorders.
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Abstract:

In the US more than 3.4 million children live with a mother who has a substance abuse
disorder (SUD) and at some time in their life will be cared for by a grandmother. Most
studies have focused on the economic, physical and emotional burdens of the conflated
role of mother/grandmother. This study explores how 11 grandmothers cared for
themselves while caring for the children of mothers with SUDs. The domain of inquiry
was the self-care practices of grandmothers from an emic (generic) view. An assumption
of the study was that the grandmothers represent a unique sub culture of women with
particular beliefs, values and practices. An ethnographic approach was used to collect
data from observations, in-depth interviews, and participant observation in various
community settings. Patterns and themes revealed relational aspects of caring for self
focused on the emic beliefs of self-care. The themes of being obligated and dedicated;
distancing oneself as a reasoned action; and accepting the magnitude of the problem
clearly identified the ability of grandmothers to take actions and make decisions about
how to care for themselves. Leininger's three modes of care are represented in a schema
of the emic view of caring for self. The schema is an illustration of the dynamic capacity
of grandmothers to know and meet their own self-care demands and needs in order to care
for their grandchildren. The need for increased awareness to change public policy and
legislation related to the complex issues of caregiving by grandparents is addressed.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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76. Sleeping at the margins: A qualitative study of homeless drug users who stay in emergency hostels and shelters.
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Abstract:

A growing social science literature demonstrates that sleep is not merely a personal matter
but also a political problem and a public health issue. Taking this as a point of departure,
our article presents an analysis of sleeping practices amongst homeless drug users
(HDUs) who make use of emergency hostels and night shelters in England. Data
generated by way of qualitative interviews undertaken with 29 men and 11 women reveal
that, as we might expect, securing sleep for this group is by no means easy. The strategies
they pursue to find places to sleep are described, as are the threats and barriers to their
sleeping. Emergency hostels and night shelters can afford a lifeline; providing warmth,
water, food and access to support services. But if these are inadequately resourced they
can be experienced as volatile environments and inimical to sleeping. It is argued here
that although sleep is an essential prerequisite for health, for this population it can,
somewhat ironically, be experienced as a risky behaviour. Vulnerable to both physical
risks (e.g. inclement weather) and social threats (e.g. abuse and violence), falling asleep
can exacerbate exposure to such dangers. These vulnerabilities are compounded by the
social position of HDUs who live in socially and physically marginal places. It is this
marginality that prevents them from being able to secure sleep that is both restful and
restorative. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

The moral problem of heavy drinking has become medicalised. However, when taking
into account the different levels of medicalisation, French alcohol policy and treatment
organisation has traditionally gone further than Finnish policy, although physicians in
both countries are now becoming more important in the treatment of alcoholism. General
practitioners (GPs) are often the first to diagnose alcoholism and they are expected to
apply brief interventions, which have been proven effective in reducing heavy alcohol
consumption. Focus-group interviews were conducted in Finland and France using three
film clips as a stimulus for discussion. The short vignettes show incidences of alcohol
problems from scenes in international fictional movies, with themes of loss of control,
harm of loved ones and cue dependency. Interviews were analysed for GPs' narratives
about alcohol problems and alcoholism, using the semiotic concept of focalisation. The
influence of historical approaches to alcohol problems was evident in the French GPs'
focus on the suffering of the alcoholic in comparison with the Finnish GPs' emphasis on
the alcoholic's family misery and their obligation only in caring for the physical problems
of the alcoholic. The organisation of primary health care is identified as one important
factor for these differences in conceptualising heavy drinking. Implications are that the
compatibility of brief interventions with institutional and cultural contexts of health care
should be considered before implementation. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Almost 20% of adults suffer from chronic pain. Despite the existence of
recommendations on the use of strong opioids (SO), barriers prescription exist. To
understand mental representations and behaviors before prescribing SO, a questionnaire
was sent to 500 practitioners in the Finistere department. 114 responses were returned
(22.8%). Specialists indicate regular use of a validated scale, whereas less than a general
practitioner on two uses such a tool. The terms of efficiency (45.7%) and efficacy
(44.7%) are associated with this treatment. Analgesic efficacy (85.3 %), cancer pains
(78.9 %) and improvement of quality of life (67.6 %) are confirmed too. Practitioners
prescribe a strong opioid drug in severe intensity pain (85.6%), in pain-related care
(94.7%), in breakthrough pain (92.9%) and in mixed pain. Physicians inform their
Page 63

NHS Evidence | library.nhs.uk

patients about the therapeutic efficacy (94.7%) and compliance (81.4%) to the treatment.
Addiction (38.1%) and dependence (10.6%) problems are detailed too. This survey
confirms that the classical notion of opiophobia and its negative impact on pain
management and patient's quality of life are decreasing. The physician's answers confirm
that they have a good knowledge of the SO limitation rules and constraints related to the
prescription of this drug class. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Even though opioids have been used for pain for thousands of years, opioid therapy for
chronic non-cancer pain is controversial due to concerns regarding the long-term
effectiveness and safety, particularly the risk of addiction, both in patients and medical
community. The numerous studies published still remain controversial. This article
reviews on the one hand the meta-analysis, systematic reviews and studies on the use of
opioids in chronic pain and the risk of addiction, and on the second hand the few data
dealing with the prevalence of chronic non-cancer pain among patients being treated for
substance use disorders. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

For several decades, there is a renewed interest in medical cannabis. The scientific
advances from the late 20th century have made possible the scientific study of cannabis
and its mechanisms of action. On the political level, some countries, such as the Canada
and the United States, have changed their laws to make possible medical treatment with
cannabinoids. Cannabinoids, such as dronabinol, Sativex and Nabilone were tested in the
treatment of acute and chronic pain. It is especially in the chronic pain associated with
cancer, HIV and multiple sclerosis where cannabinoid treatment seems the most
promising. Larger and longer studies are needed to determine the adverse effects to the
long course, and the risk of misuse and addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Alcohol consumption during acute pain was reported by popular belief through the age
but there is not enough scientific argument for considering alcohol as an analgesic
alternative apart from any other solution. However, this question is regularly present to
clinicians in chronic pain syndrome where alcohol could alleviate the alteration quality of
life secondary to chronic pain, particularly for patients with a history of dependence. By
contrast, responsibility of alcohol has been suggested in the apparition of acute and
chronic pain, for example during pancreatitis. The link between alcohol misuse and pain
should query clinicians on the history of others associated addictions. Intervention should
be integrative and multidisciplinary, taking into account reciprocity of interactions.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Addiction risk for opioids in painful patients needs to be considered. Using screening
tools is useful for assessing opioid addiction. Main tools are presented: Portenoy's and
Savage's criteria, 4CS, ORT, SOAPP-R, STAR, PMQ, CAGE-AID, Michna's
questionnaire, ABC, POMI. Reasons for this interest are questioned. Recommendations
concerning addiction risk are proposed with main questions before and during opioid
treatment. Alert flags should be proposed: green (low risk), orange (high risk), red
(present problem) to help clinicians looking for the assistance of pain, addiction or mental
health professionals. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Objective: Segmentation of populations may facilitate development of targeted substance
abuse prevention programs. The authors aimed to partition a national sample of university
students according to profiles based on substance use. Participants: The authors used
2008-2009 data from the National College Health Assessment from the American College
Health Association. The sample consisted of 111,245 individuals from 158 institutions.
Methods: The sample was partitioned using cluster analysis according to current
substance use behaviors. The association of cluster membership with individual and
institutional characteristics was examined. Results: Cluster analysis yielded 6 distinct
clusters. Three individual factors-gender, year in school, and fraternity/sorority
membership-were the most strongly associated with cluster membership. Conclusions: In
a large sample of university students, the authors were able to identify 6 distinct patterns
of substance abuse. It may be valuable to target specific populations of college-aged
substance users based on individual factors. However, comprehensive intervention will
require a multifaceted approach. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Using the Annenberg Perception of Tobacco Risk Survey 2, this paper finds that
perceived risk deters smoking among persons aged 14-22 years who think that it is
relatively difficult to quit smoking and that onset of deleterious health effects occurs
relatively quickly. Perceived health risk, however, does not affect the smoking status of
young people who hold the opposite beliefs. These results are consistent with predictions
of rational addiction models and suggest that young people, who view smoking as more
addictive and health effects as more immediate, may have greater incentive to consider
long term health effects in their decision to smoke. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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85. Alcohol and substance abuse identified during pregnancy: Maternal morbidity, child morbidity and welfare
interventions.
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Abstract:

Aim: To study the relations between postnatal maternal morbidity, child morbidity and
welfare interventions in families with prenatal alcohol or substance abuse. Methods: A
register-based longitudinal retrospective cohort study. The exposed cohort included 638
children born to 524 women followed-up during pregnancy for alcohol or substance abuse
1992-2001. Non-exposed children (n = 1914) born to control women were matched for
maternal age, parity, number of foetuses, month of birth and delivery hospital of the index
child. Perinatal and follow-up data of both cohorts were collected from national registers
until 2007. Results: Postnatal maternal abuse-related healthcare utilization and use of
medication were associated with child out-of-home care. Significant differences were in
particular observed in the categories of maternal mental and behavioural disorders caused
by psychoactive substance use as well as injury and poisoning. Maternal inpatient care for
mental and behavioural disorders peaked at the time of child out-of-home care. Maternal
abuse-related healthcare utilization was associated with early child healthcare utilization
and use of medication for mental and behavioural disorders. These associations were
largely explained by the association with child out-of-home care. Conclusions: Postnatal
maternal abuse-related morbidity is associated with significant early child morbidity, use
of medication and timing of out-of-home care. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Addictions remain challenging conditions despite various promising traditional
approaches. Although complete, long-term abstinence may be ideal, its attainment
remains elusive. Many recovering addicts and clinicians stress the importance of spiritual
issues in recovery, and 12-step programs such as AA are well-known approaches that
embrace this philosophy. Holotropic Breathwork (HB) is another powerful, spiritually
oriented approach to self-exploration and healing that integrates insights from modern
consciousness research, anthropology, depth psychologies, transpersonal psychology,
Eastern spiritual practices, and many mystical traditions. HB offers the addict many
opportunities that may enhance addiction treatment, including entering non-ordinary
states of consciousness to seek healing and wisdom via a natural, non-addictive method, a
direct experience of one's Higher Power, and for physical and emotional catharsis
associated with stress and prior trauma. We report the successful use of HB in 4 cases in
which complete abstinence was obtained and maintained for extended periods of time
(2-19 years). (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Hope is a vital component of psychological healing and plays a critical role in
counselling. With despair so prominent for individuals with serious substance abuse
problems, the question arises as to how to foster hope in such clients. There are recent
suggestions in the general counselling literature that some of the work in counselling
involve moving the topic of hope to the forefront and openly approaching the concept of
hope with clients. This article describes several hope-focused interventions that can be
used to explicitly explore hope in substance abuse counselling. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This article describes a treatment for addictions, based on the idea that addiction is a
response to living a life that has little personal meaning. First, it presents the theory of
Meaning-Centered Therapy (MCT) as developed by Paul Wong, particularly the need to
understand intoxication from the addict's perspective. Next, it presents the principles
governing clinical application. MCT is a positive, existential psychotherapy, which
incorporates psychoeducational, cognitive-behavioral, narrative, and positive
psychologies, by using personal meaning as an organizing construct. The article ends with
a case study. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

In this article, we look at how an addicted person can through the therapeutic process
replace the addiction "short cut" counterfeit quest for wholeness with an authentic quest
for wholeness using Wilber' transpersonal spectrum of development model by working
through different developmental levels during three stages of recovery. The first stage of
recovery focuses on abstinence. A second stage of recovery beyond abstinence is called
for of embracing and working through the emotional underbelly beneath the addictive
process. Eventually, a third phase of recovery can be worked on which entails letting go
of the addiction to the separate self and the mind by embracing nondual living. Wilber's
transpersonal model of development is utilized including ten stages, and three overall
phases of development including: prepersonal, personal, and transpersonal. Possible
pathologies and treatment interventions are reviewed for each level including specific
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addiction and recovery implications for. Throughout this article, case studies and
anecdotal accounts from past clients will be used to better exemplify this process.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

A postmodern and integral co-inquiry led by the authors, with Lucinda as "client," offered
a unique unconventional and postconventional perspective on a client's case review.
Utilizing integral theory (Wilber) as a guideline for a theory of holons and change, the
co-investigators reflect upon and trans(per)form a learning experiment around the
question of "why has Lucinda's family been unable to solve the problem of a chronically
drunken spouse, father, and recent grandfather?" Offerings from this investigation suggest
the therapeutic and educational value of a case review that includes and transcends the
client's input and perspective as well as intervening into the holon dynamics of the family
system (Minuchin & Fishman). Methodological issues are discussed, a future treatment
plan is sketched, and benefits and limitations of such an approach are included as a
potential model for other caregivers (professional and lay) dealing with alcoholism and
developmental pathologies. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Springer Science+Business Media, LLC; YEAR: 2012

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Addiction
*Alcoholism
*Caregivers
*Quality of Care
Learning

Source:

PsycINFO

91. Nondual psychotherapy and second stage sexual addictions recovery: Transforming "master of the universe"
narcissism into nondual being.

Citation:

International Journal of Mental Health and Addiction, June 2012, vol./is. 10/3(368-385),
1557-1874;1557-1882 (Jun 2012)

Author(s):

Nixon, Gary; Theriault, Brian

Correspondence Address:

Nixon, Gary: Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Lethbridge, 4401 University
Drive, Lethbridge, AB, Canada, T1K 3M4, gary.nixon@uleth.ca

Page 71

NHS Evidence | library.nhs.uk

Institution:

Nixon, Gary: Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Lethbridge, Lethbridge, AB;
Theriault, Brian: Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Lethbridge, Lethbridge, AB

Language:

English

Abstract:

This article describes the process of working through the "dry drunk" second stage of
sexual addiction recovery through transforming the narcissistic "Master of the Universe"
personality into the experience of nondual being using the Almaas Diamond Approach of
self-realization. The Diamond Approach is a transpersonal informed psychology
synthesizing western psychology with eastern spiritual wisdom where self-realization is
experienced as an awakened nondual presence at the core of human consciousness.
Narcissism is the barrier to this realization. The narcissistic personality structure found
within the sex addict if not worked through in recovery does not allow the person to see
the bottom of sexual addiction and move into emotional sobriety in a second phase of
recovery. Accepting the experience of dissolving the narcissistic separate self and
embracing nondual being opens one up to the absolute ordinariness of pure awareness; the
true nature of who and what we are. A case study is used to illustrate the usefulness of
Almaas' Diamond Approach in transforming the narcissism of a client who had been
immobolized in the second phase of sexual addiction recovery for 4 years. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Responding to an increased recognition of the importance of spirituality in the aetiology
and treatment of addictions, this article provides an overview of the potential
contributions of both transpersonal psychology and shamanic methodology for the
addictions field. A case study is provided to illustrate the integration of
conventional,transpersonal, and shamanic approaches within psychotherapy for a female
client with alcohol addiction issues. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This issue of the International Journal of Mental Health and Addiction is based upon
leading and emerging counseling and psychotherapy innovations in addictions and mental
health. The intention was to deliberately give this issue a transformational intensity in that
it was a special goal that the articles speak of the phenomenon of vital interest in that
people would find the stories of clinical transformation ground breaking and pull the
readers in themselves. One of the article states how mindfulness meditation and the
contemplative wisdom tradition can be combined with psychodynamic and constructivist
approaches to facilitate the therapeutic process and the transformational journey of the
client. Two articles in the emerging area of non dual therapy look at how the non-dual
awakening tradition coming out of Advaita, Zen, Vedanta, Sufism and other wisdom
traditions can be applied in a psychotherapy setting. Further an article shows how the will
to meaning aspect of the existential therapy tradition can be used as a centerpiece in
addictions treatment. In short, we were hoping the articles would not only be well written,
scholarly, and use evidence based interventions, but also be compelling. Ideally, each
reader will find two or three articles in this issue inspirational for their own
transformational journey. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

A large number of criteria for evaluating of Internet addiction have been developed,
recently. The research of Internet addiction among students of the Technical faculty in
Bor, University of Belgrade has been conducted and its results are presented in this paper.
The study included 270 students using criteria of Young's Internet Addiction Test. In
history of this University, that was the primarily research of this kind. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Purpose: To examine the role of family environment and peer networks in abstinence
outcomes for adolescents 1 year after intake to alcohol and other drug (AOD) treatment.
Design: Survey of 419 adolescents 13 to 18 years of age at consecutive intakes to AOD
treatment programs at four sites of a large health system, with telephone follow-up survey
1 year after intake. Methods: Examined association of 1-year abstinence with baseline
characteristics. Using logistic regression, we examined characteristics predicting 1-year
abstinence and predicting having fewer than four substance-using friends at 1 year.
Results: We found that family environment scores related to family conflict, limit setting,
and positive family experiences, were not related to abstinence outcomes, but peer
networks were related. Adolescents with fewer (less than four) AOD-using friends were
more likely to be abstinent than those with four or more AOD-using friends (65% vs.
41%, p = .0002). Having fewer than four AOD-using friends at intake predicted
abstinence at 1 year (odds ratio [OR] = 2.904, p = .0002) and also predicted having fewer
than four AOD-using friends at 1 year (OR = 2.557, p = 0.0007). Conclusions: Although
family environment is an important factor in the development of AOD problems in
adolescents, it did not play a significant role in treatment success. The quality of
adolescent peer networks did independently predict positive outcomes. Clinical
Relevance: For physicians, advanced practice registered nurses, and other primary and
behavioral care providers who screen and care for adolescents with AOD and other
behavioral problems, our finding suggest the importance of focusing on improving the
quality of their peer networks. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Vaccination is a well-known strategy for preventing and treating infections.
The purpose of vaccinations is to render antigens harmless by the production of
antibodies. In psychiatry there are also situations where antigens that have been
introduced from outside or that have developed during an illness constitute a threat to the
patient's health. Aim: To explore the possible applications of vaccination in psychiatry.
Method: In this article we discuss the applications of vaccination in psychiatry on the
basis of two examples. Results: In addiction research, trials are being conducted with
antibodies against substances such as cocaine and nicotine in order to prevent such
addictive substances from crossing the blood-brain barrier and thereby initiating their
rewarding effect. The first clinical results are very promising, but vaccines have not yet
been applied clinically. With regard to Alzheimer's disease it has been shown by means of
animal models that specific antibodies can prevent A aggregation and dissolve existing
aggregates. On the basis of these findings various large-scale clinical trials have begun in
order to study immunotherapy for Alzheimer's disease. The first clinical results showed
little neurocognitive effects. A wellknown study had to be terminated because of
side-effects of the therapy, in the form of neuro-encephalitis. Conclusion: Our tentative
conclusion is that the clinical application of immunotherapy in psychiatry still has its
limitations, but is indeed promising. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

An empirical typology of adolescent drug users, using the personality pattern scales from
the Millon Adolescent Clinical Inventory (MACI), is presented. The MACI and a clinical
interview were applied to 116 Chilean adolescent drug users, between 13 and 19 years of
age, both male and female. The cluster analysis results suggested for the male sample a
solution composed of 3 personality types, named Unruly-Forceful, Subclinical, and
Oppositional-Self Demeaning. The final solution of the female sample was composed of 4
types, named Oppositional-Unruly, Inhibited-Self-Demeaning, Subclinical and at Risk.
This typology was interpreted according to the 3 groups of MACI scales and clinical
information, obtaining consistent results with the theoretical background. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

(create) In this contribution, we shall attempt to distinguish aggression, which can assume
the form of hate and violence, from destructiveness. In so doing, we shall follow Glasser
(1998) in distinguishing between self-preservative and sadomasochistic violence.
Whereas aggression can be regarded in certain contexts as a defence useful for survival,
destructiveness is directed against the very roots of life. In the sphere of mental
phenomena, destructiveness underlies severe psychopathologies such as perversion,
anorexic and borderline syndromes, drug addiction, and psychoses. In the social and
political field, destructiveness was responsible for the greatest tragedies of the last
century, such as Nazism and the derivatives of ideological communism (e.g., the regimes
of Stalin and Pol Pot). The chapter then presents a discussion of the paper, which is a
question and answer between Paul Williams, unidentified questioners, and one of the
authors, Franco De Masi. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Introduction: Daily cigarette intake is associated with high morbidity and mortality in
adults. This pattern of tobacco use is established during the early adolescence. Objective:
To assess smoking prevalence, daily cigarette intake, and associated factors among
middle and high school-students in Bucaramanga, Colombia. Methods: An anonymous
questionnaire concerning illegal and legal substance use, the CAGE Questionnaire, the
Center for Epidemiological Studies- Depression Scale, the Francis Scale of Attitude
Toward Christianity, the Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale, the Module for Antisocial
Personality of the Questionnaire of the Structured Clinical Interview for DSM-IV Axis II
Diagnosis, and the APGAR Family Questionnaire, were applied to a random sample of
2,848 students. Logistical regression was used to establish association. Results: Mean age
was 14.4 years, 49.9% were male. The prevalence of current smokers and daily cigarette
intake during the last month was 12.43% and 4.56%, respectively. Logistic regression
analysis showed association with substance use in a relative of the adolescent, and having
a bad perception of health, high self-esteem and an alcohol dependence pattern.
Conclusions: These data demonstrated that 1 out of 22 middle and high school adolescent
students from Bucaramanga is an everyday smoker. The most important associated factors
were family relationships with substance users, and having a bad perception of health, an
alcohol dependence pattern, and high self-esteem. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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