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1. Evaluation of bureau practice for Illegal drugs use among teens.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The Sciences and Engineering, 2015,
vol./is. 75/8-B(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4217 (2015)

Author(s):

Heard, Sharon D

Institution:

Walden U., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

The Bureau of Substance Abuse Treatment Recovery and Prevention, which oversees
drug intervention services for Detroit residents, has found the city's illegal drug use
among teens to mirror national rates. Illegal drug use is associated with addiction, major
health problems, and stigma. Incorporating evidence-based screening during all teen
health care visits would decrease missed opportunities to identify at-risk behaviors, the
number of teens that do not receive intervention, and the stigma associated with
screening. The purpose of this project was to develop evidence-based policy and practice
guidelines for teen screening services for illegal drug use. The Plan-Do-Study-Act
(PDSA) model was used to guide the project. An interdisciplinary team of direct service
and administrative staff selected questions based on 6 key words-car, relax, alone, forget,
friends, and trouble (CRAFFT)-to screen teens for illegal drug use. The interdisciplinary
team also developed a teen screening policy along with practice guidelines for the
screening policy, implementation plan, and project evaluation. A review of the literature
provided support for the project methods. Two experts in the field of substance abuse
provided content validity for the policy and practice guidelines, and concluded that the
CRAFFT screening questions were valid for evidence-based screening for illegal drug use
among teens, that the PDSA model was effective to guide the project, and that an
interdisciplinary team approach was effective to address the issue. These findings may
improve identification of at-risk teens, decrease missed screening opportunities, decrease
stigma, and align the Bureau with current trends in substance abuse treatment. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Drug Abuse
*Evidence Based Practice
*Intervention
*Urban Environments
At Risk Populations
Stigma

Source:

PsycINFO

2. The evolution of addiction: A case study of nicotine dependence.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The Sciences and Engineering, 2015,
vol./is. 75/8-B(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4217 (2015)

Author(s):

Sadler, Brooke

Institution:

Arizona State U., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

A variety of studies have shown that the tendency toward nicotine dependence has a
genetic component. The work described in this thesis addresses three separate questions:
i) are there unidentified SNPs in the nicotinic receptors or other genes that contribute to
the risk for nicotine dependence; ii) is there evidence of ongoing selection at nicotinic
receptor loci; and, iii) since nicotine dependence is unlikely to be the phenotype
undergoing selection, is a positive effect on memory or cognition the selected phenotype.
I first undertook a genome -wide association scan of imputed data using samples from the
Collaborative Study of the Genetics of Nicotine Dependence (COGEND). A novel
association was found between nicotine dependence and SNPs at 13q31. The genes at this
newly associated locus on chromosome 13 encode a group of micro-RNAs and a member
of the glypican gene family. These are among the first findings to implicate a
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non-candidate gene in risk for nicotine dependence. I applied several complimentary
methods to sequence data from the 1000 Genomes Project to test for evidence of selection
at the nicotinic receptor loci. I found strong evidence for selection for alleles in the
nicotinic receptor cluster on chromosome 8 that confer risk of nicotine dependence. I then
used the dataset from the Collaborative Studies on the Genetics of Alcoholism (COGA)
and looked for an association between neuropsychological phenotypes and SNPs
conferring risk of nicotine dependence. One SNP passed multiple test correction for
association with WAIS digit symbol score. This SNP is not itself associated with nicotine
dependence but is in reasonable (r 2 = 0.75) LD with SNPs that are associated with
nicotine dependence. These data suggest at best, a weak correlation between nicotine
dependence and any of the tested cognitive phenotypes. Given the reproducible finding of
an inverse relationship between SNPs associated with risk for nicotine dependence and
cocaine dependence, I hypothesize that the apparently detrimental phenotype of nicotine
dependence may confer decreased risk for cocaine dependence. As cocaine use impairs
the positive rewards associated with social interactions, reducing the risk of cocaine
addiction may be beneficial to both the individual and the group. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Drug Dependency
*Genetics
*Nicotine
Chromosomes
Phenotypes

Source:

PsycINFO

3. Elucidating how heavy Substance use impacts affect and Cognition of Adolescents.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The Sciences and Engineering, 2015,
vol./is. 75/8-B(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4217 (2015)

Author(s):

Winward, Jennifer Laven

Institution:

U California, San Diego, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

This body of research elucidates the complex relationship among premorbid functioning,
brain development, and the effects of alcohol and marijuana use during adolescence.
Given the high rates of alcohol and marijuana use among youth, these findings have
far-reaching, important implications in academic, occupational, and personal settings.
Chapter 1 indicates that heavy drinking youth with recent alcohol exposure show much
greater emotional responses and poorer distress tolerance to a challenging cognitive task.
Importantly, their affective responses diminish with sustained abstinence. It is possible
that the combination of elevated negative affect and low distress tolerance during early
abstinence may heighten risk for progression to an alcohol use disorder or result in return
to use. The capacity to withstand aversive internal states is integral to daily functioning,
so reductions in emotional reactivity with abstinence may contribute to academic and
social improvements. Chapter 2 identifies deficits among heavy drinking youth during
early abstinence and following four weeks of abstention in prospective memory, cognitive
switching, inhibition task accuracy, verbal memory, visuospatial construction, reading,
and vocabulary. Given teens' comparable 5th grade math and language arts standardized
test performance, the study suggests alcohol-related influences on several underlying
brain systems that may (1) arise in heavy social drinkers prior to the onset of alcohol
abuse or dependence or (2) take longer than four weeks to recover. Chapter 3 extends the
findings of Chapter 2 by introducing two more groups of adolescents: protracted
marijuana users and those with concomitant use of both alcohol and marijuana. The study
suggests that relative weakness in cognitive flexibility, verbal recall, semantic clustering,
and reading skills may be related to heavy alcohol use during adolescence, whereas
poorer task accuracy, verbal memory, and psychomotor speed may be associated with
regular marijuana use. Further, working memory may be particularly impacted by
concomitant use of marijuana and alcohol. These studies contribute to methods for
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measuring changes on important affective and cognitive domains associated with heavy
alcohol and/or marijuana use during adolescence. Possible decrements may significantly
impact adolescents' daily experiences, and with knowledge of these deficits, educators,
parents, and clinicians may be able to improve outcomes for these teens. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Drug Abuse
*Marijuana Usage
Adolescent Development
Alcohols
Cognitive Ability
Semantics

Source:

PsycINFO

4. A stepping stone to recovery: A qualitative study of women who successfully completed residential substance abuse
treatment.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The Sciences and Engineering, 2015,
vol./is. 75/8-B(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4217 (2015)

Author(s):

Whitfield, Donna

Institution:

Alliant International U., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Many women enter long-term residential treatment for substance abuse but fewer than
50% successfully complete the program of the San Francisco Women's Rehabilitation
Foundation. To date there has been no study focused on the women who successfully
complete this long-term residential treatment program for a substance use disorder. This
research investigated the sociodemographics, substance use characteristics, and lives of
20 women who successfully completed the program with the goal of applying the
knowledge gained to increasing future success rates. These attributes of success were
explored qualitatively using a phenomenological approach. The results of this study
indicated that women who successfully completed the program were over the age of 40,
single, White, had a family history of substance abuse, and had a college education. They
also started using substances before the age of 15, had a history of trauma, and a
diagnosed mental illness. Successful program completion focused on personal resources
and program experiences. Among the resources that helped participants build and
maintain sobriety were spirituality and religion, social support, sobriety resources
self-insight, resilience, and family support. The program experiences that contributed to
participants' success were structure, sense of accountability, sense of community, the deep
work the program encourages. Negative staff interactions were a downside to these
program experiences. Practical suggestions are offered regarding program enhancement
for female-specific programs. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Drug Abuse
*Human Females
*Mental Disorders
*Residential Care Institutions
Qualitative Research
Family History

Source:

PsycINFO

5. Development and validation of the problematic smartphone use scale.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The Sciences and Engineering, 2015,
vol./is. 75/8-B(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4217 (2015)

Author(s):

Valderrama, Josie A
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Institution:

Alliant International U., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

The emerging addiction-related phenomenon of problematic smartphone use was
explored through the development and psychometric investigation of the Problematic
Smartphone Use Scale (PSUS). Conceived within the framework of Brown and Griffiths'
six-component model of addiction, the instrument sought to measure problematic
smartphone use among participants in an online sample. Latent variables of the PSUS
were found through exploratory factor analysis (EFA). Evidence of good-to-excellent
internal consistency was found for two of the factors: Problematic Use ( = 0.93) and
Mood Modification ( = 0.87). Strong positive relationships were found between the
Internet Addiction Test (IAT) and both PSUS Problematic Use factor (r = 0.57, p = 0.00)
and Mood Modification factor (r = 0.48, p = 0.00), providing evidence of convergent
validity. A third Loss of Control factor was rejected for poor validity. A revised PSUS
containing the Problematic Use and Mood Modification factors is appended to the study (
= 0.94). These results provide support for the use of the PSUS as a measure of
problematic smartphone use. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Internet Addiction
*Psychometrics
*Test Construction
*Test Validity
Cellular Phones

Source:

PsycINFO

6. Powerlessness and service utilization by people without homes by chronic homelessness, age, gender, mental health,
and substance use.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The Sciences and Engineering, 2015,
vol./is. 75/8-B(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4217 (2015)

Author(s):

Silva, George Randell

Institution:

Alliant International U., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

This dissertation examined correlates of powerlessness, chronic homelessness (more than
one-year homelessness), age, and gender, by analysis of the mental health (MH) and
substance use (SU) service requests made by 699 people who attended a San Francisco,
California homeless outreach event in May of 2005. People without homes (PWH) suffer
MH and SU issues at a much higher rate than housed people, yet PWH who
acknowledged they experienced MH and SU issues were least likely to request MH and
SU services. PWH may have experienced chronic feelings of powerlessness, which
resulted from marginalization. These chronic feelings of powerlessness contributed to a
person's belief that his or her actions would produce no positive results. The concept of
powerlessness may help explain PWH's reluctance to request MH and SU services. The
author explored the relationship between chronicity of homelessness and requests for MH
and SU services. Analyses showed that non-chronic PWH requested more MH services
than those who were chronically homeless. However, this association was not seen when
requests for SU services was examined. Additional analysis examining the relationship
between service requests, age and gender did not result in significant findings. These
findings provided support for the idea that powerlessness was an intrapersonal factor in
PWH's choices to request or not request MH and SU services, based upon non-chronic
homelessness and theoretically less exposure to powerlessness. These results assist in
identifying intrapersonal factors influencing a person's experience in overcoming
homelessness, providing an alternative to the current suggestion from the literature that
services were unattractive to PWH. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract
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Subject Headings:
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7. What you see is what you forget: Alcohol cue exposure, affect, and the misinformation effect.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The Sciences and Engineering, 2015,
vol./is. 75/8-B(E)(No Pagination Specified), 0419-4217 (2015)

Author(s):

Barnes, Camille Crocken

Institution:

State U New York at Albany, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Previous research has suggested that both alcohol cues and positive affect increase the
tendency to incorporate false information into memory. This series of studies sought to
determine if affect mediates the influence of alcohol cues on incorporation of false
information into memory. Initially, a pilot study was completed to determine the
individual differences that predict which individuals experience a heightening of positive
affect following visualization exercises involving alcoholic beverages. Next, a study was
conducted to determine if this affect increase from exposure to alcohol cues leads to
increased acceptance of misinformation into memory. Participants' memories were tested
while they were in the presence of an alcoholic or control beverage, rather than merely
visualizing these beverages. The pilot study found that individuals engaging in alcohol
thoughts exhibited a lower reduction in positive affect compared to those in the control
condition. In addition, the relationship between cue exposure and positive affect was
moderated by alcohol cognitions, such that individuals with stronger positive alcohol
outcome expectancies experienced a greater boost in positive affect after engaging in an
alcohol imagery exercise. However in study 1, there was no relationship between
exposure to alcohol cues and change in positive affect. In addition, there was no influence
of alcohol cognitions on change in affect. Cue exposure, alcohol cognition, and change in
positive affect also showed no influence on responses to misinformation items.
Regardless of cue type exposure, an overall misinformation effect was observed, whereas
individuals made more errors on misinformation items while at the same time expressing
more confidence in their responses to misinformation items. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Alcoholism
*Alcohols
*Cues
*Imagery
Memory

Source:

PsycINFO

8. Living with a triple diagnosis of HIV/AIDS, mental illness, and substance use.
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Abstract:

People who are diagnosed with HIV/AIDS and a co-occurring mental illness and
substance use disorder are referred to as having a triple diagnosis. These individuals have
become more evident in treatment settings over the years, yet they often do not receive
adequate treatment for one or more of their illnesses. Individuals with a triple diagnosis
encounter many challenges related to seeking, receiving, and maintaining the appropriate
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treatments for their diagnoses. Coordinating appointments with multiple service providers
in multiple locations, adhering to complicated medication regimens, finding housing, and
dealing with three layers of stigma are just a few of the challenges and barriers to
treatment. Furthermore, individuals with this diagnosis are often talked about as a
combination of symptoms rather than a real, whole person. The purpose of this study was
to shed light on the experience of living with a triple diagnosis from the point of view of
the clients in order to better understand the emotional stresses they experience and what
motivates and interferes with treatment. In order for mental health professionals to help
these individuals manage the stress and demands of their illness and receive adequate
treatment, it is crucial to learn more about the subjective experiences of triply diagnosed
individuals. Helping individuals with a triple diagnosis to receive more appropriate
treatment services is crucial to managing the societal, economic, and personal impact this
combination of illnesses has on communities and individuals. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

The current study assessed how offenders with co-occurring mental health and substance
use disorders (SUDs) engage in prison misconduct and differentially cope with stress.
Additionally, time in prison was examined to determine its influence on these
relationships. Participants were 88 incarcerated male offenders from a Northwest prison
recruited from mental health units. Participants were between the ages of 22 and 69 (M =
42.41, SD = 10.44); the average number of years incarcerated was 9.94 (SD = 9.54). Data
were collected regarding Axis I and Axis II mental health diagnoses, number of years
incarcerated, prison infractions, and coping style using the Coping Inventory for Stressful
Situations. A double moderated mediation model was proposed in which the number of
years incarcerated influenced the indirect relationships between co-occurring disorders
and coping style as well as between coping style and prison misconduct. Results did not
support significance of this entire model. However, results showed coping style
significantly mediated the relationship between Axis II CODs and prison misconduct
[F(6,81) = 2.27, p = .045]. The original moderated mediation model was revised and the
number of years incarcerated moderated the relationship between Axis II CODs and
emotion coping [R2 = .17, F(7, 80) = 2.30, p = .03]. Significant interactions were found
between multiple Axis I CODs and the number of years incarcerated predicting emotion (
= .43, p = .01) and avoidance coping strategies ( = .35, p = .04). Significant interactions
were also found between a personality disorder diagnosis and number of years
incarcerated predicting emotion ( = .27, p = .08) and avoidance coping ( = .41, p = .01).
This study is a novel contribution to the literature as it explored new relationships
between CODs, coping style, and prison misconduct in the context of time in prison. Also
unique to this study was the separate evaluation of both Axis I and Axis II CODs among
offenders. Results suggest coping assessment and intervention may be successful
pathways to reducing prison misconduct and increasing adjustment, especially for
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offenders with mental illness. Clinical implications, limitations, and directions for future
research are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

The consumption, and often abuse, of alcohol is frequently accompanied by cigarette
smoking. Between eighty and ninety-five percent of alcoholics also smoke cigarettes, a
rate more than four times higher than in the general population. The mechanisms
underlying this association remain poorly understood. A general class of explanation is
that smoking might affect the acutely intoxicating effects of alcohol. The relationships
could take several forms, none of which is necessarily exclusive of another. These could
include 1) synergism of effects, especially reward-related feelings of stimulation and
positive affect, 2) additive effects, whereby the stimulating effects of nicotine could offset
the depressant effects of alcohol, and 3) smoking-related desensitization to the effects of
alcohol, by a mechanism of cross-tolerance. The latter proposal, that smoking (i.e.,
nicotine) leads to cross-tolerance to alcohol, provides a guiding hypothesis for the
research described here. Such a proposal is supported by an extensive body of evidence
from animal studies that is consistent with an interpretation in terms of cross-tolerance
between nicotine and alcohol, such that nicotine consumption diminishes sensitivity to the
acute intoxicating effects of alcohol (on multiple measures). It has been hypothesized that
the reduced sensitivity to the effects of alcohol could lead, in turn, to increased
consumption and risk of addiction. This research examines systematically the acute
effects of moderate doses of alcohol and cigarette smoking alone and in combination, on
several measures in a controlled laboratory environment. Principal focus is on measures
of postural control, which are emphasized because of their known sensitivity to alcohol at
moderate doses, and the role they have played in prior studies of individual differences in
sensitivity to acute alcohol. Additionally, measures were obtained of subjective effects,
oculomotor control, and cognitive functioning. Eight participants (four female) were
tested in four counterbalanced sessions involving alcohol only, cigarette only, alcohol
with cigarette, and alcohol placebo only. During all sessions measures were obtained at
baseline and at repeated intervals after dosing. Consistent with indications of
cross-tolerance between alcohol and nicotine, smoking during the experimental sessions
diminished selected effects of alcohol on key measures of postural and, to lesser extent,
oculomotor control and subjective effects. The specific cognitive tasks chosen for study
proved to be ineffective at detecting effects of alcohol or cigarette smoking. Results are
discussed in terms of the physiological and psychological changes associated with the
development of acute cross-tolerance, and other forms of interaction between alcohol and
nicotine. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Substance use is a significant societal problem that has been shown to affect numerous
demographic groups with widespread consequences on physical health and social
functioning. Several recovery models, such as the medical model, psychological model,
and social model, have been developed to describe the etiology of substance abuse and to
inform various treatment approaches. One specific treatment program, the Healing Place,
is a residential substance treatment facility that follows the social model of recovery and
serves voluntarily admitted participants as well as those mandated through the
Department of Corrections (DOC). Possible contributing factors to these treatments'
effectiveness include motivation, self-efficacy, and substance use attitudes. Additionally,
some research shows that how one identifies can affect his or her subsequent substance
use and participation in treatment. The purpose of the present study was to conduct a
program evaluation of the Healing Place by examining factors that may contribute to its
effectiveness. This study also examined an exploratory aspect of language, or how
participants identify themselves, and how this relates to the above factors. A total of 162
Healing Place residents completed an anonymous assessment packet, which consisted of
the informed consent, demographic page, and measures to assess motivation for change,
self-efficacy, and substance use attitudes. Analyses indicated that entry into the program,
either voluntarily or through the DOC, had limited effect on motivation to change and
participant self-efficacy. Several significant differences were found regarding the different
phases of the program, such as those earliest in the program scoring higher on the
Precontemplation scale compared to those in later phases. Findings also reflected
significant differences regarding the language participants used to identify themselves.
These findings indicate that as participants progress through the Healing Place program,
some meaningful changes occur. Additionally, it appears that the language used to
describe oneself is meaningful and thus should be considered in treatment. Implications
for clinical practice and future research are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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The gap between use of empirically supported treatments (ESTs) as part of an
evidence-based practice (EBP) model and routine practices in the field of addiction
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treatment often results in suboptimal treatment. Counselors choose interventions based on
a variety of factors, including beliefs about the nature of addiction, beliefs about treatment
interventions, the availability of training and supervision, organizational policy, and
personal experience. Beliefs about addiction may change over time; the role of such
beliefs in intervention selection is only beginning to be understood. The present study
examined the influence of substance abuse counselor beliefs about addiction on counselor
willingness to use ESTs by interviewing 12 practicing counselors with educational
backgrounds ranging from some college to PhD level. Phenomenological research
interviews were transcribed, and axial coding was employed to identify themes and
patterns in counselor beliefs and the process of belief formation and change. Data
revealed several ways that beliefs may change leading to an increased willingness to use
ESTs. Major influences identified included internship experience, exposure to research,
the role of personal history of addiction and recovery, and the suggestion of a respected
senior colleague or supervisor. Results elaborated on the Crabb and Linton model of
counselor beliefs and provide additional knowledge about the relationship between belief
change and EBP engagement. Based on the data, suggestions for modifications to EST
training programs designed to enhance counselor belief change toward a more accepting
attitude with regard to ESTs are presented. In terms of social change, promoting belief
change that may lead to the increased use of ESTs could result in improved rates of
science-based addiction treatment, with less waste of funding for treatment. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Nicotine use among individuals with schizophrenia occurs at extremely high rates. The
prevailing theory is that individuals with schizophrenia smoke as a form of
self-medication to ameliorate sensory and cognitive deficits. However, these individuals
also have enhanced rates of addiction to several drugs of abuse and may therefore smoke
as a result of enhanced addiction liability. The experiments described herein explored
these two hypotheses by assessing the effect that nicotine has on working memory,
addiction vulnerability (locomotor sensitization and self-administration), and nicotinic
acetylcholine receptor (nAChR) expression as well as the developmental expression of
these characteristics in the neonatal ventral hippocampal (NVHL) neurodevelopmental
animal model of schizophrenia. The results from these studies indicate that NVHLs had
working memory impairments in both adolescence and adulthood, with nicotine having a
negligible effect. Additionally, NVHLs displayed enhanced locomotor sensitization to
nicotine which emerged in adulthood as well as an enhanced acquisition of nicotine
self-administration, administering more nicotine overall. These behavioral differences
cannot be attributed to nAChR expression as nicotine upregulated nAChR to a similar
extent between NVHL and SHAM control animals. These data indicate that the enhanced
rates of nicotine use among individuals with schizophrenia may occur as a result of an
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enhanced vulnerability to nicotine addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA,
all rights reserved)
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Active avoidance (AA) learning is a two-step form of threat learning in which the learner
acquires a behavioral strategy to avoid exposure to a threatening stimulus. About eighty
percent of wild type rodents evince effective avoidance after adequate training; the other
twenty percent continue to display conditioned fear responses and rarely avoid aversive
stimuli. Scientists have exploited this natural variation in AA behavior both to illuminate
the neurobiology of animal AA, and to model both anxiety and addiction in rodents. The
experimental paradigms designed for use in humans, however, have failed to capture
individual differences in AA learning or expression. It has been challenging, as a result, in
humans both to identify the neural correlates of effective AA and to determine the nature
of the relationship between AA and psychological constructs. In order to meet these
objectives, we developed a novel and translational task to investigate AA in humans. In
the current manuscript we describe four studies in which we: pilot the task (Study 1); use
functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) to document the brain regions that
mediate human AA (Study 2); and explore the role of noradrenergic neurotransmission in
human AA (Studies 3 and 4). In Study 1, we demonstrate the capacity of our task to elicit
variable patterns of AA behavior. We find evidence in Study 2 that the amygdala,
striatum, and medial prefrontal cortex (mPFC) are key mediators of this process.
Specifically, participants suppressed the right amygdala but activated the right caudate
during AA acquisition, while the mPFC influenced avoidance by interacting with both of
these subcortical structures. Though beta-adrenergic antagonist propranolol enabled the
expression of AA in animals that exhibited robust conditioned fear responses in initial
training sessions, we did not document an effect of the drug on human AA in either Study
3 or 4. We review how our data might inform future investigations of avoidance. Finally
we discuss the potential utility of our task as a tool to probe the pathophysiology of
psychiatric disease. While we did not detect consistent correlations between AA
performance and self-reports of either anxiety or impulsivity, we propose that such
associations may only exist in clinical populations. We argue that, even if additional
research does not demonstrate that AA behavior is an effective gauge of vulnerability to
mental illness, our experimental protocol engages many of the neurocircuits implicated in
disorders of emotion regulation and could still advance scientific understanding of mood,
anxiety, and substance use disorders. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Mutual support groups like Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) play a significant role in the
treatment and management of alcohol dependence - a chronic, debilitating, and often
deadly condition. However, AA is not a good fit for every alcoholic who wishes to make
peer support meetings a part of his or her individual recovery plan. While alternative
meeting formats have been developed, many of which address the most common
objections to AA, their existence is not widely known within the clinical field. As a result,
the goal of this study was to increase clinicians' awareness of one alternative group model
in particular, LifeRing Secular Recovery (LifeRing). Using a qualitative
phenomenological method, this study examined the experiences of a group of LifeRing
participants who found that model's meeting format to be both an effective tool for
maintaining sobriety and a closer fit to their personal beliefs and styles than AA. Ten
individual semistructured interviews were conducted, and thematic analysis of the data
was subsequently undertaken. Fifteen themes were ultimately identified and grouped into
categories. The first category concerned the severity, conceptualization, and treatment of
participants' alcohol dependence. The second category aggregated participants' personal
experiences of incompatibility with the AA model and compatibility with the LifeRing
model. The third category focused on benefits that LifeRing participants derived from the
groups, namely: (a) support for behavioral change through improved coping, (b) tolerance
of ambivalence, craving, and relapse, (e) peer identification, social support, and social
learning, (d) support for working through underlying issues, (e) improvement in
self-image and outlook, and (f) opportunities to help others. The fourth category gathered
participants' criticisms of the LifeRing model and suggestions for its further development.
The fifth category collected participants' suggestions for clinicians, namely an increased
awareness of LifeRing and a modulation of bias towards AA. The results of this study
suggested that participation in LifeRing can be an effective and meaningful tool for many
alcoholics seeking to achieve and maintain abstinence with the help of a mutual support
group. Strengths and weaknesses of the study were examined, suggestions for future
research were compiled, and recommendations for clinicians were offered. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

This study qualitatively examined the experience of being and becoming a sponsor for
eight young adult members in Alcoholics Anonymous who had less than five years of
sobriety. Participants were between the ages of 25 and 32 and were recruited from one of
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three metropolitan areas on the west coast of the United States. Five domains and
thirty-four unique themes emerged by using Interpersonal Phenomenological Analysis to
analyze the narrative interview data. The five key domains were: 1.) Common
experiences when becoming and being a sponsor, 2.) The physical ways that being a
sponsor contributes to one's recovery, 3.) The intrapersonal changes in areas of the self
that contribute to the sponsor's own recovery, 4.) The sponsor relationship as an avenue
for interpersonal and relational growth, and 5.) Shared experiences of young adult
members in AA, a program primarily made up of older members. The purpose of this
study was to examine the experience of young adults in AA who were relatively new to
recovery and highlight the usefulness that being in service and finding one's worth as a
sponsor can provide to their sense of self and recovery. The study was influenced by the
Helper Therapy Principle developed by Frank Riessman in 1965 which emphasized the
healing power that occurs when one is the provider of help, rather than the recipient. It is
hoped that this study can provide mental health workers, clinicians, and substance abuse
treatment programs outside of AA, insight into the benefits young people recovering from
substance abuse may gain by helping others also in recovery. Future quantitative research
can further examine the contribution of AA sponsorship to more sustained recovery
outcomes in young people and compare this to other identified treatment factors that
improve prognosis in substance abuse disorders. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

From the time of its origination, attachment theory has received increasingly frequent
study for the influence of attachment security during formative years on the later life
development of various manifestations of psychopathology. The present meta-analysis
sought to summarize the research completed to date examining the respective impacts of
secure, anxious-ambivalent/preoccupied (AAP), and anxious-avoidantl/dismissing (AAD)
attachment styles on internalizing psychopathology, externalizing psychopathology, and
substance abuse (SA). Results indicated that when compared to the impact had by secure
attachment: both AAP and AAD had significantly greater impact on externalizing
pathology and AAP was more influential over internalizing. Insecure attachment was
more significantly related to substance abuse when compared to the impact had by secure
attachment with significant correlations between AAP and SA and AAD and SA. While
these findings supported hypotheses, results countered the outcome expected in that
neither AAP nor AAD was more influential when compared to one another for their
impacts had on internalizing, externalizing, or substance abuse. Discussion of findings,
clinical implications, and special populations for consideration follow. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

ABSTRACT Addiction has been proposed to emerge from associations between the drug
and the reward-associated contexts. This associative learning has a cellular correlate, as
there are more cFos+ neurons in the hippocampal dentate gyrus (DG) after
psychostimulant conditioned place preference (CPP) versus saline controls. However, it is
unknown whether morphine CPP leads to a similar DG activation, or whether DG
activation is due to locomotion, handling, pharmacological effects, or-as data from
contextual fear learning suggests-exposure to the drug-associated context. To explore this,
we employed an unbiased, counterbalanced, and shortened CPP design that led to place
preference and more DG cFos+ cells. Next, mice underwent morphine CPP but were then
sequestered into the morphine-paired (conditioned stimulus+ [CS+]) or saline-paired
(CS-) context on test day. Morphine-paired mice sequestered to CS+ had ~30% more DG
cFos+ cells than saline-paired mice. Furthermore, Bregma analysis revealed
morphine-paired mice had more cFos+ cells in CS+ compared to CS- controls. Notably,
there was no significant difference in DG cFos+ cell number after handling alone or after
receiving morphine in home cage. Thus, retrieval of morphine-associated context is
accompanied by activation of hippocampal DG granule cell neurons. &#xa9; 2014 Wiley
Periodicals, Inc. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

BACKGROUND: Cannabis users are highly likely to also be tobacco cigarette smokers
and a proportion of this comorbidity is attributable to shared genetic influences. Three
large meta-analyses of genomewide association studies (GWAS) of tobacco smoking have
identified multiple genomewide significant (p<5x10-8) single nucleotide polymorphisms
(SNPs). We examine whether these SNPs are associated with tobacco smoking and with
cannabis involvement in an independent sample. METHOD: Eleven SNPs associated with
cigarettes per day (CPD), ever versus never smoking and current smoking/smoking
cessation at p<5x10-8 were selected from three published meta-analyses. Association
analyses were conducted with similar tobacco smoking measures in 2716
European-American subjects from the Study of Addictions Genes and Environment
(SAGE) and with lifetime and current cannabis use and DSM-IV cannabis
abuse/dependence. RESULTS: Cannabis use and tobacco smoking correlated at 0.54.
Rs16969968 in CHRNA5 (and its proxy, rs1051730 in CHRNA3) and rs1451240, a proxy
for rs13280604 in CHRNB3, were associated with CPD after Bonferroni correction
(p<0.006). rs1451240 was also associated with DSM-IV cannabis abuse/dependence.
Rs6265 in BDNF was associated with smoking initiation, as in the original meta-analysis
and also with lifetime cannabis use. Associations with cannabis involvement were no
longer significant upon adjustment for the tobacco smoking measures. CONCLUSIONS:
The modest associations between cannabis involvement and SNPs for tobacco smoking
Page 19

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

were not independent of the comorbidity between tobacco and cannabis involvement.
Larger samples of individuals might be required to articulate the specific genetic
architecture of cannabis involvement. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal
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Source:
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Abstract:

N-acetylcysteine (NAC), a glutamate-modulating agent with antioxidant and
anti-inflammatory properties, has been considered as a potential anti-addictive drug.
Beneficial effects were reported for cocaine, cannabis, and tobacco addicts, but the effect
of NAC in alcoholics or in alcohol animal models is unknown. The aggravation of alcohol
withdrawal symptoms, such as anxiety, has been associated with increased levels of
serum corticosterone and leptin. Thus, the aim of this study was to assess the effects of
NAC on anxiety, as well as corticosterone and leptin serum levels, after cessation of
chronic alcohol treatment in rats. Male Wistar rats were treated with 2 g/kg ethanol, twice
daily, by gavage for 30 days; control animals received an appropriate dose of glucose to
balance caloric intake. Rats were treated for 4 days with NAC (60 and 90 mg/kg,
intra-peritoneally [i.p.]) or saline after alcohol cessation. Twenty-four hours after the last
treatment, rats were exposed to a 5-min session in the open-field test (OF). Corticosterone
and leptin serum levels were determined by ELISA in samples collected within 30 min
after the OF. Results showed that rats were hypoactive (decreased rearing, peripheral, and
total crossings), and that corticosterone and leptin levels were increased 5 days after
alcohol cessation. Four days of NAC prevented the behavioral and biochemical changes
brought about by alcohol cessation. We suggest that, in addition to the anti-addictive
properties reported for other drugs of abuse, NAC is potentially useful in the management
of alcohol withdrawal. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Rationale: Drug addiction is defined as a recurring cycle of intoxication, abstinence and
relapse. The behavioural trait of novelty seeking is frequently observed in alcohol
abusers. Moreover, converging evidence indicates that anxious individuals are also
predisposed to alcohol abuse.Objectives: We have analyzed the respective implication of
those two behavioural factors on vulnerability to ethanol intake on rats in situations
designed to reflect drug intoxication and relapse phases in humans.Methods: In a general
population of Wistar rats, animals were tested in both the light/dark box and the novelty
preference tests. Ethanol consumption was measured in a two-bottle free-choice
procedure across three successive procedures. Animals were first exposed to increasing
concentrations of ethanol (2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 % for 8 days at each concentration). Then, the
concentration of the solution was diminished from 12 to 6 %. Finally, all rats were
re-exposed to 6 % ethanol after 12 days of ethanol deprivation.Results: Novelty
preference predicted the amount of ethanol consumed across all phases. In contrast,
anxiety was associated with a quicker recovery of ethanol consumption after the
concentration drop and a greater increase in ethanol consumption after
deprivation.Conclusions: Novelty seeking and anxiety are both but differentially
implicated in predisposition to ethanol abuse. Whereas novelty seeking is related to the
amount of ethanol consumed, anxiety is associated to higher ethanol consumption when
ethanol concentration is decreased or after ethanol deprivation. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Rationale: It has previously been argued that implicit attitudes toward substance-related
cues drive addictive behavior. Nevertheless, it remains an open question whether
behavioral markers of implicit attitude activation can be used to predict long-term
relapse.Objectives: The main objective of this study was to examine the relationship
between implicit attitudes toward smoking-related cues and long-term relapse in
abstaining smokers.Methods: Implicit attitudes toward smoking-related cues were
assessed by means of the Implicit Association Test (IAT) and the evaluative priming task
(EPT). Both measures were completed by a group of smokers who volunteered to quit
smoking (patient group) and a group of nonsmokers (control group). Participants in the
patient group completed these measures twice: once prior to smoking cessation and once
after smoking cessation. Relapse was assessed by means of short telephone survey, 6
months after completion of the second test session.Results: EPT scores obtained prior to
smoking cessation were related to long-term relapse and correlated with self-reported
nicotine dependence as well as daily cigarette consumption. In contrast, none of the
behavioral outcome measures were found to correlate with the IAT scores.Conclusions:
These findings corroborate the idea that implicit attitudes toward substance-related cues
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are critically involved in long-term relapse. A potential explanation for the divergent
findings obtained with the IAT and EPT is provided. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Rationale: Drug addiction may be characterised by a hypersensitivity to drug rewards and
a hyposensitivity to non-drug rewards. This imbalance may become further polarised
during acute abstinence.Objectives: (i) Examine the differences between dependent and
occasional smokers in choices for, motivation for and self-reported wanting and liking of
cigarette and non-drug rewards. (ii) Examine the effects of 12-h nicotine abstinence on
these metrics.Methods: Dependent (n = 20) and occasional, non-dependent smokers (n =
20) were tested after ad libitum smoking and >12-h of nicotine abstinence. A novel task
was developed (Drug, Reward and Motivation-Choice (DReaM-Choice)) in which
different rewards (cigarettes, music and chocolate) could be won. In each trial,
participants chose between two rewards and then could earn the chosen reward via
repeated button-pressing. Participants subsequently 'consumed' and rated subjective liking
of the rewards they had won.Results: Compared with occasional smokers, dependent
smokers made more choices for (p < 0.001), pressed more for (p = 0.046) and reported
more wanting (p = 0.007) and liking (p < 0.001) of cigarettes, and also made fewer
choices for chocolate (p = 0.005). There were no differences between the groups on
button-pressing for chocolate or music. However, the balance between drug and non-drug
reward processing was different between the groups across all metrics. Twelve-hour
nicotine abstinence led to more cigarette choices (p < 0.001) and fewer music choices (p
= 0.042) in both groups.Conclusions: Nicotine dependence was associated with a
hypersensitivity to cigarette rewards, but we found little evidence indicating a
hyposensitivity to non-drug rewards. Our findings question the moderating influence of
dependence on how acute nicotine abstinence affects reward processing. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Abstract Accumulating evidence indicates that the hippocampal dentate gyrus (DG), a
critical brain region contributing to learning and memory, is involved in the addiction and
relapse to abused drugs. Emerging studies also suggest the role of orexin signaling in the
rewarding behavior induced by repeated exposure to opiates. In the present study, we
investigated the dynamic adaptation of orexin signaling in the DG and its functional
significance in the acquisition, expression, maintenance of and relapse to rewarding
behavior induced by morphine. Repeated place conditioning with morphine significantly
increased the orexin A content released from the lateral hypothalamic area projecting
neurons into the DG. Local infusions of orexin A into the DG sensitized the acquisition of
and relapse to the conditioned place preference induced by morphine. The application of
the orexin receptor type 1 (OXR1) antagonist SB334867 significantly abolished the
acquisition, expression and maintenance of the conditioned place preference induced by
repeated exposure to morphine. Furthermore, the significant increase of the
phosphorylation of AKT in the DG was associated with preference for the
morphine-paired chamber in rats, which was reversed by the local administration of an
OXR1 antagonist. Thus, these findings suggested that the dynamic upregulation of orexin
A signaling, via the AKT pathway in the DG, may promote the acquisition and
maintenance of opioid-induced craving behaviors and may increase sensitivity to the
rewarding effect of subsequent opioids. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

OBJECTIVE: Pathological gambling (PG) is now aligned with substance use disorders in
the DSM-5 as the first officially recognized behavioral addiction. There is growing
interest in examining obesity as an addictive disorder as well. The goal of this study was
to investigate whether epidemiological data provide support for the consideration of PG
and obesity as addictive disorders. METHOD: Factor analysis of data from a large,
nationally representative sample of US adults (N=43,093), using nicotine dependence,
alcohol dependence, drug dependence, PG and obesity as indicators. It was hypothesized
that nicotine dependence, alcohol dependence and drug use dependence would load on a
single factor. It was further hypothesized that if PG and obesity were addictive disorders,
they would load on the same factor as substance use disorders, whereas failure to load on
the addictive factor would not support their conceptualization as addictive disorders.
RESULTS: A model with one factor including nicotine dependence, alcohol dependence,
drug dependence and PG, but not obesity, provided a very good fit to the data, as
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indicated by CFI=0.99, TLI=0.99 and RMSEA=0.01 and loadings of all indicators >0.4.
CONCLUSION: Data from this study support the inclusion of PG in a latent factor with
substance use disorders but do not lend support to the consideration of obesity, as defined
by BMI, as an addictive disorder. Future research should investigate whether certain
subtypes of obesity are best conceptualized as addictive disorders and the shared
biological and environmental factors that account for the common and specific features of
addictive disorders. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal
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26. Prevalence of internet gaming disorder in german adolescents: Diagnostic contribution of the nine dsm-5 criteria
in a state-wide representative sample.
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Abstract:

ABSTRACT Background and aims Internet gaming disorder (IGD) is included as a
condition for further study in Section 3 of the DSM-5. Nine criteria were proposed with a
threshold of five or more criteria recommended for diagnosis. The aims of this study were
to assess how the specific criteria contribute to diagnosis and to estimate prevalence rates
of IGD based on DSM-5 recommendations. Design Large-scale, state-representative
school survey using a standardized questionnaire. Setting Germany (Lower Saxony).
Participants A total of 11 003 ninth-graders aged 13-18 years (mean = 14.88, 51.09%
male). Measurements IGD was assessed with a DSM-5 adapted version of the Video
Game Dependency Scale that covered all nine criteria of IGD. Findings In total, 1.16%
[95% confidence interval (CI) = 0.96, 1.36] of respondents were classified with IGD
according to DSM-5 recommendations. IGD students played games for longer periods,
skipped school more often, had lower grades in school, reported more sleep problems and
more often endorsed feeling 'addicted to gaming' than their non-IGD counterparts. The
most frequently reported DSM-5 criteria overall were 'escape adverse moods' (5.30%) and
'preoccupation' (3.91%), but endorsement of these criteria rarely related to IGD diagnosis.
Conditional inference trees showed that the criteria 'give up other activities', 'tolerance'
and 'withdrawal' were of key importance for identifying IGD as defined by DSM-5.
Conclusions Based on a state-wide representative school survey in Germany, endorsement
of five or more criteria of DSM-5 internet gaming disorder (IGD) occurred in 1.16% of
the students, and these students evidence greater impairment compared with non-IGD
students. Symptoms related to 'give up other activities', 'tolerance' and 'withdrawal' are
most relevant for IGD diagnosis in this age group. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The spatial distribution and strength of information processing 'hubs' are essential features
of the brain's network topology, and may thus be particularly susceptible to
neuropsychiatric disease. Despite growing evidence that drug addiction alters functioning
and connectivity of discrete brain regions, little is known about whether chronic drug use
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is associated with abnormalities in this network-level organization, and if such
abnormalities could be targeted for intervention. We used functional connectivity density
(FCD) mapping to evaluate how chronic and acute stimulants affect brain hubs (i.e.,
regions with many short-range or long-range functional connections). Nineteen
individuals with cocaine use disorders (CUD) and 15 healthy controls completed
resting-state fMRI scans following a randomly assigned dose of methylphenidate (MPH;
20mg) or placebo. Short-range and long-range FCD maps were computed for each
participant and medication condition. CUD participants had increased short-range and
long-range FCD in the ventromedial prefrontal cortex, posterior cingulate/precuneus, and
putamen/amygdala, which in areas of the default mode network correlated with years of
use. Across participants, MPH decreased short-range FCD in the thalamus/putamen, and
decreased long-range FCD in the supplementary motor area and postcentral gyrus.
Increased density of short-range and long-range functional connections to default mode
hubs in CUD suggests an overrepresentation of these resource-expensive hubs. While the
effects of MPH on FCD were only partly overlapping with those of CUD, MPH-induced
reduction in the density of short-range connections to the putamen/thalamus, a network of
core relevance to habit formation and addiction, suggests that some FCD abnormalities
could be targeted for intervention. This article is part of a Special Issue entitled
SI:Addiction circuits. This article is part of a Special Issue entitled SI:Addiction circuits.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Everyday, there are several millions of people that are increasingly unable to combat their
frustrating and even fatal romance with getting high and/or experiencing "normal"
feelings of well-being. In the USA, the FDA has approved pharmaceuticals for drug and
alcohol abuse: tobacco and nicotine replacement therapy. The National Institute on Drug
Abuse (NIDA) and the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA)
remarkably continue to provide an increasing understanding of the intricate functions of
brain reward circuitry through sophisticated neuroimaging and molecular genetic applied
technology. Similar work is intensely investigated on a worldwide basis with enhanced
clarity and increased interaction between not only individual scientists but across many
disciplines. However, while it is universally agreed that dopamine is a major
neurotransmitter in terms of reward dependence, there remains controversy regarding how
to modulate its role clinically to treat and prevent relapse for both substance and
non-substance-related addictive behaviors. While the existing FDA-approved medications
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promote blocking dopamine, we argue that a more prudent paradigm shift should be
biphasic-short-term blockade and long-term upregulation, enhancing functional
connectivity of brain reward circuits. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Women living in poor and vulnerable neighbourhoods like Vancouver's
Downtown Eastside (DTES) face multiple burdens related to the social determinants of
health. Many of them struggle with addiction, are involved in the sex trade and
experience homelessness and gender-based violence. Such evidence suggests that
psychological trauma is also a common experience for these women. Methods: The
purpose of this qualitative study was to explore themes and subjective perspectives of
trauma and gender-based violence in women who lived in an impoverished
neighbourhood and struggled with substance use during pregnancy and early motherhood.
We interviewed 27 individuals accessing harm reduction services for pregnant and
postpartum women in Vancouver, Canada. Results: Key themes that emerged from these
women's narratives highlighted the ubiquity of multiple and continuing forms of
adversities and trauma from childhood to adulthood, in a variety of contexts, through a
variety of offenders and on multiple levels. Both individual and environmental/structural
conditions mutually intensified each other, interfering with a natural resolution of
trauma-related symptoms and substance use. Women were also concerned that trauma
could be passed on from one generation to the next, yet expressed hesitation when asked
about their interest in trauma-specific counselling. Conclusions: In offering harm
reduction services for poor and marginalized women, it is clear that an understanding of
trauma must be integrated. It is recommended that service providers integrate
trauma-informed care into their programme in order to offer this service in a trusted
environment. However, it is also necessary to shift the focus from the individual to
include environmental, social, economic and policy interventions on multiple levels and
from issues of drug use and reduction of drug-related harms to include issues of gendered
vulnerabilities and human rights. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:
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original work is properly credited. The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication
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Abstract:

Background: It is well documented that a disproportionate number of homeless adults
have childhood histories of foster care placement(s). This study examines the relationship
between foster care placement as a predictor of adult substance use disorders (including
frequency, severity and type), mental illness, vocational functioning, service use and
duration of homelessness among a sample of homeless adults with mental illness. We
hypothesize that a history of foster care predicts earlier, more severe and more frequent
substance use, multiple mental disorder diagnoses, discontinuous work history, and longer
durations of homelessness. Methods: This study was conducted using baseline data from
two randomized controlled trials in Vancouver, British Columbia for participants who
responded to a series of questions pertaining to out-of-home care at 12 months follow-up
(n = 442). Primary outcomes included current mental disorders; substance use including
type, frequency and severity; physical health; duration of homelessness; vocational
functioning; and service use. Results: In multivariable regression models, a history of
foster care placement independently predicted incomplete high school, duration of
homelessness, discontinuous work history, less severe types of mental illness, multiple
mental disorders, early initiation of drug and/or alcohol use, and daily drug use.
Conclusions: This is the first Canadian study to investigate the relationship between a
history of foster care and current substance use among homeless adults with mental
illness, controlling for several other potential confounding factors. It is important to
screen homeless youth who exit foster care for substance use, and to provide integrated
treatment for concurrent disorders to homeless youth and adults who have both
psychiatric and substance use problems. Trials registration numbers: Both trials are
registered with the International Standard Randomized Control Trial Number Register
and were assigned ISRCTN57595077 (Vancouver At Home Study: Housing First plus
assertive community treatment versus congregate housing plus supports versus treatment
as usual) and ISRCTN66721740 (Vancouver At Home Study: Housing First plus
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Abstract:

Comments on the article by Olfson et al. (see record 2015-09338-009). In this issue of
JAMA Psychiatry, Olfson et al report a very comprehensive study of the use of
benzodiazepines in the United States. This study confirmed what has been found in
several other countries, that benzodiazepines are used predominantly in elderly persons,
mostly women, and for long periods of time. This would not be a major issue if
benzodiazepines were truly useful and reasonably risk-free. Benzodiazepines are far from
safe. Benzodiazepines are drugs that should be used at most for a few days or weeks in
selected patients, carefully monitored, and stopped as soon as possible, as recommended
in their summary of product characteristics and in all international recommendations.
Benzodiazepines should especially be used only for very short periods or avoided
altogether in elderly individuals who are susceptible to cognitive impairment or to falls
and fractures. Communication with clinicians and other health care professionals is not
enough to reduce dangerous prescribing. It may be time to act, perhaps first by restricting
the prescription of benzodiazepines to psychiatrists. In the Olfson study, psychiatrists
seemed to prescribe them properly. The next step is to consider them the same as other
dangerous addictive substances and put them on a tight dispensation schedule using
limited-duration prescriptions with no refills. Such barriers could help the public and
prescribers think more about these risks before prescribing or using benzodiazepines.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

CrossBar electronic cigarettes, sold in Corrections Orange,regular,and menthol varieties,
are touted as being the "ONLY electronic cigarette designed by a jailer specifically for use
in correctional facilities." JailCigs ships only to US detention centers, declaring
exemption from tobacco bans. Jails in at least 8 states are now marketing e-cigarettes.
Jails and prisons are uniquely situated to treat nicotine addiction and connect an
extremely hard-to-reach, confined population with cessation and relapse- prevention
services. Preventing and treating tobacco use is a National Commission of Correctional
Health standard. However, with the advent of vaping, this policy has become outdated,
focusing only on tobacco. From a cost-benefit perspective, treating nicotine addiction
offers broad, longer-term benefits, with few risks relative to the immediate fiscal gains
and potential dangers and misuse of e-cigarettes. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved)
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33. Adoption of injectable naltrexone in U.S. substance use disorder treatment programs.
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Abstract:

Objective: Medication-assisted treatment for substance use disorders (SUDs) is not
widely used in treatment programs. The aims of the current study were to document the
prevalence of adoption and implementation of extended-release injectable naltrexone, the
newest U.S. Food and Drug Administration-approved medication for alcohol use disorder
(AUD), in U.S. treatment programs and to examine associations between organizational
and patient characteristics and adoption. Method: The study used interview data from a
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nationally representative sample of 307 U.S. SUD treatment programs to examine
adoption and implementation of injectable naltrexone. Results: Thirteen percent of
programs used injectable naltrexone for AUD, and 3% of programs used it for opioid use
disorder. Every treatment program that offered injectable naltrexone to its patients used it
in conjunction with psychosocial treatment, particularly cognitive behavioral therapy.
Multivariate logistic regression results indicated that adoption was positively associated
with the provision of wraparound services, the percentage of privately insured patients,
and the presence of inpatient detoxification services. For-profit status and offering
inpatient services were negatively associated with adoption. Within adopting programs,
an average of 4.1% of AUD patients and 7.1% of patients with opioid use disorder were
currently receiving the medication, despite clinical directors' reports of positive patient
outcomes, particularly for relapsers and for those who had been noncompliant with other
medications. Cost was a significant issue for the majority of adopting organizations.
Conclusions: The rate of adoption of injectable naltrexone in U.S. treatment programs
remains limited. Researchers should continue to examine patient, organizational, and
external characteristics associated with the adoption and implementation of injectable
naltrexone over time (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: The purpose of this study was to examine whether the composition of social
networks contributes to sexual orientation disparities in substance use and misuse.
Method: Data were obtained from the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health
(Add Health), a nationally representative cohort study of adolescents (N = 20,745). Wave
1 collected extensive information about the social networks of participants through peer
nomination inventories. Results: Same- and both-sex-attracted youths had higher
frequency/quantity of tobacco use in their peer networks than did opposite-sex-attracted
youths, and both-sex-attracted youths had higher frequency/quantity of alcohol use and
misuse in their peer networks than opposite-sex-attracted youths. Among same- and
both-sex-attracted youths, greater frequency/quantity of tobacco use in one's social
network predicted greater use of cigarettes. In addition, greater frequency/quantity of
peers' drinking and drinking to intoxication predicted more alcohol use and alcohol
misuse in the both-sex-attracted group. These social network factors mediated sexual
orientation-related disparities in tobacco use for both- and same-sex-attracted youths.
Moreover, sexual orientation disparities in alcohol misuse were mediated by social
network characteristics for the same-sex and both-sex-attracted youths. Importantly,
sexual minority adolescents were no more likely to have other sexual minorities in their
social networks than were sexual majority youths, ruling out an alternative explanation
for our results. Conclusions: These findings highlight the importance of social networks
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as correlates of substance use behaviors among sexual minority youths and as potential
pathways explaining sexual orientation disparities in substance use outcomes. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Alcohol Drinking Patterns
*Drug Usage
*Nicotine
*Sexual Orientation
*Social Networks
Peer Relations

Source:

PsycINFO

35. Polysubstance use is associated with deficits in substance-free reinforcement in college students.
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Abstract:

Objective: Diminished availability of substance-free reinforcement is a behavioral
economic risk factor for dependence. The goal of this study was to determine the
incremental effects of increasing levels of substance use (heavy drinking [HD], heavy
drinking and marijuana use [HD + MJ], and polysubstance use) on levels of
reinforcement related to substance-free activities and related constructs among college
students. Method: Participants were 205 college students (53% female; 65% White, 26%
African American; Mage = 19.5 years) who reported at least one heavy drinking episode
(fi ve/four or more drinks on one occasion for a man/woman) in the past month.
Participants reported on past-month illicit drug use and substance-free activity
reinforcement, time allocation, and depression. Results: A series of analyses of
covariance indicated that heavy drinking, marijuana use, and other illicit drug
(polysubstance) use was associated with lower total and peer-related substance-free
reinforcement; less time spent exercising, studying or completing homework, and
participating in extracurricular activities; and greater depression compared with HD
alone. Polysubstance use was also associated with lower peer-related substance-free
reinforcement compared with HD + MJ. Furthermore, those who engaged in HD + MJ
use allocated less time to exercise and studying/homework compared with HD-alone
participants. Conclusions: Illicit drug use is associated with incremental deficits in
substance-free reinforcement above and beyond heavy drinking. In particular, students
who use illicit drugs other than marijuana may be at high risk and require intervention
approaches that explicitly increase engagement in developmentally important
substance-free activities such as academics. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Alcohol Drinking Patterns
*Drug Abuse
*Marijuana Usage
*Reinforcement
*Risk Factors
College Students
Peer Relations

Source:

PsycINFO

Page 31

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

36. The relationship of higher education to substance use trajectories: Variations as a function of timing of
enrollment.

Citation:

Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs, January 2015, vol./is. 76/1(95-105),
1937-1888;1938-4114 (Jan 2015)

Author(s):

Thompson, Kara; Homel, Jacqueline; Leadbeater, Bonnie

Correspondence Address:

Thompson, Kara: Centre for Addictions Research of British Columbia, Department of
Psychology, University of Victoria, P.O. Box 1700 STN CSC, Victoria, BC, Canada,
V8W 2Y2, murrayk@uvic.ca

Institution:

Centre for Addictions Research of British Columbia, Department of Psychology,
University of Victoria, Victoria, BC, Canada; Department of Psychology, University of
Victoria, Victoria, BC, Canada; Department of Psychology, University of Victoria,
Victoria, BC, Canada

Language:

English

Abstract:

Objective: This study examined the association between time to enrollment into
postsecondary education and trajectories of heavy episodic drinking (HED) and marijuana
use using a prospective longitudinal study. Method: Participants included 391
postsecondary students (55% female) drawn from the Victoria Healthy Youth Survey, a
five-wave, multi-cohort sample interviewed biennially between 2003 and 2011. Using
piecewise latent growth modeling, we compared changes in the trajectories of HED and
marijuana use before and after postsecondary enrollment across three groups of young
adults: (a) direct entrants (enrolled directly out of high school), (b) gap entrants (took a
year off), and (c) delayed entrants (took longer than a year off). Results: Heavy drinking
increased after enrollment for direct entrants and gap entrants and decreased for delayed
entrants. Marijuana use increased after enrollment for direct entrants, and decreased for
gap entrants and delayed entrants. Yet, overall levels of marijuana use were significantly
higher among the gap and delay entrants over time compared with direct entrants. Group
differences in heavy drinking appeared to reflect age-related changes in drinking patterns.
However, differences in marijuana use may reflect pre-existing inequities in access to
higher education across groups. Conclusions: The association between postsecondary
education and increased substance use may be limited to students who enroll at a
postsecondary institution directly out of high school. However, students who delay
enrollment have higher levels of substance use before enrollment, as well as lower high
school grades and socioeconomic status compared with direct entrants, and may be
particularly vulnerable to long-term substance use problems and degree noncompletion.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: A limited literature on racial/ethnic disparities in the treatment of substance
use disorders suggests that quality of treatment may differ based on client's race/ethnicity.
This study examined whether (a) disparities exist in the probability of treatment
engagement, a performance measure for substance use disorders, and (b) treatment
engagement is associated with similar reductions in likelihood of arrest for Whites,
Blacks, Latinos, and American Indians. Method: Adult clients who began an outpatient
treatment episode in 2008 in public sector specialty treatment facilities in Connecticut,
New York, Oklahoma, and Washington made up the sample (N = 108,654).
Administrative treatment data were linked to criminal justice data. The criminal justice
outcome was defined as an arrest within a year after beginning treatment. Engagement is
defined as receiving a treatment service within 14 days of beginning a new outpatient
treatment episode and at least two additional services within the next 30 days. Two-step
Heckman probit models and hierarchical time-to-event models were used in the analyses.
Results: Black clients in New York and American Indian clients in Washington had
significantly lower likelihood of engagement than White clients. As moderators of
engagement, race/ethnicity had inconsistent effects across states on the hazard of arrest.
Conclusions: Racial/ethnic minority groups may benefit from additional treatment support
to reduce criminal justice involvement. States should examine whether disparities exist
within their treatment system and incorporate disparities reduction in their quality
improvement initiatives. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: A family history of alcoholism is a significant risk factor for the development
of alcohol use disorders (AUDs). Because common structural abnormalities are present in
reward and affective brain regions in alcoholics and those with familial alcoholism, the
current study examined the relationship between familial loading of AUDs and volumes
of the amygdala and nucleus accumbens (NAcc) in largely alcohol-naive adolescents,
ages 12-16 years (N = 140). Method: The amygdala and NAcc were delineated on each
participant's T1- weighted anatomical scan, using FMRIB Software Library's FMRIB
Integrated Registration & Segmentation Tool, and visually inspected for accuracy and
volume outliers. In the 140 participants with accurate segmentation (75 male/65 female),
subcortical volumes were represented as a ratio to intracranial volume (ICV). A family
history density (FHD) score was calculated for each adolescent based on the presence of
AUDs in first- and second-degree relatives (range: 0.03-1.50; higher scores represent a
greater prevalence of familial AUDs). Multiple regressions, with age and sex controlled
for, examined the association between FHD and left and right amygdala and NAcc
volume/ICV. Results: There was a significant positive relationship between FHD and left
NAcc volume/ ICV (DELTAR2 = .04, p = .02). Post hoc regressions indicated that this
effect was only significant in females (DELTAR2 = .11, p = .006). Conclusions: This
finding suggests that the degree of familial alcoholism, genetic or otherwise, is associated
with alterations in reward-related brain structure. Further work will be necessary to
examine whether FHD is related to future alcohol-related problems and reward-related
behaviors. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: The purpose of this study was to evaluate evidence for association with a panel
of genes previously associated with alcohol-related traits in a new sample of adolescent
and young adult individuals (N = 2,128; 51% female) collected as part of the
Collaborative Study on the Genetics of Alcoholism (COGA). We tested for association
with phenotypes related to externalizing behavior, including diagnostic symptom counts
for disorders on the externalizing spectrum (alcohol dependence, conduct disorder, adult
antisocial personality disorder, and illicit drug dependence), and related
behavioral/personality traits (Achenbach Externalizing, NEO Extraversion, NEO
Conscientiousness, Zuckerman's Sensation Seeking, and the Barratt Impulsivity Scale)
based on the substantial literature suggesting that these behaviors may be alternate
manifestations of a shared genetic liability. Method: We tested for overall enrichment of
the set of 215 genotyped single-nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) for each of the
phenotypes. We conducted secondary analyses comparing results for sensation seeking
with results for the other phenotypes. Results: For all phenotypes, there was significant
enrichment of association results (p < .05) compared with chance expectations. The
greatest number of significant results was observed with the phenotype Sensation
Seeking. Secondary analyses indicated that the number of SNPs yielding p < .05 with
Sensation Seeking was significantly greater than that observed for each of the other
phenotypes. Conclusions: We find evidence for enrichment of association results across a
spectrum of externalizing phenotypes with a panel of candidate genes/SNPs selected
based on previous suggestion of association with alcohol-related outcomes. In particular,
we find significant enrichment of effects with sensation seeking, suggesting that this may
be a particularly salient behavior associated with risk for alcohol-related problems.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: The purpose of this study was to identify the strongest and most consistent risk
and protective factors associated with nonmedical use of prescription drugs (NMUPD) in
multiple contexts, specifi cally in community-, school-, interpersonal-, and
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individual-level domains. Method: A literature search was conducted to review studies
published from 2006 to 2012 that examined NMUPD among adolescents. Included were
original research studies that focused specifi cally on risk and protective factors or review
articles that included a section on factors associated with NMUPD. Risk and protective
factors were included only if a minimum of two methodologically sound research studies
reviewed the variable. Results: A variety of risk and protective factors were associated
with adolescent NMUPD. At the community level, evidence suggested that ease of access
increased the risk of NMUPD. Parental and peer prescription drug use and approval of
NMUPD were associated with misuse of prescription drugs within the interpersonal
domain. At the school level, academic failure/low educational attainment was associated
with high school student NMUPD. However, results for college students' academic failure
and NMUPD were inconclusive. At the individual level, previous use of substances was
found to be a signifi cant risk factor for NMUPD, as was adolescent
aggressive/delinquent behavior and greater perceived risk or harm of use. Conclusions:
NMUPD is a serious concern among adolescents and emerging adults. Several areas exist
for prevention efforts within the context of the community, school, interpersonal, and
individual domains. Thus, to curb NMUPD, multifaceted approaches are needed that
target factors across multiple domains. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Changes in reward processing have been identified as one important pathogenetic
mechanism in alcohol addiction. The nonsynonymous single nucleotide polymorphism in
the brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF) gene (rs6265/Val66Met) modulates the
central nervous system activity of neurotransmitters involved in reward processing such
as serotonin, dopamine, and glutamate. It was identified as crucial for alcohol
consumption in healthy adults and, in rats, specifically related to the function in the
striatum, a region that is commonly involved in reward processing. However, studies in
humans on the association of BDNF Val66Met and reward-related brain functions and its
role for alcohol consumption, a significant predictor of later alcohol addiction, are
missing. Based on an intermediate phenotype approach, we assessed the early orientation
toward alcohol and alcohol consumption in 530 healthy adolescents that underwent a
monetary incentive delay task during functional magnetic resonance imaging. We found a
significantly lower response in the putamen to reward anticipation in adolescent Met
carriers with high versus low levels of alcohol consumption. During reward feedback,
Met carriers with low putamen reactivity were significantly more likely to orient toward
alcohol and to drink alcohol 2 years later. This study indicates a possible effect of BDNF
Val66Met on alcohol addiction-related phenotypes in adolescence. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Recent studies have shown that smoking and alcoholism may be associated with altered
DNA methylation and that alcohol consumption might induce changes in DNA
methylation by altering homocysteine metabolism. In this monocenter study, we included
363 consecutive patients referred for hospitalization for alcohol detoxification treatment.
Blood samples were obtained on treatment days 1, 3, and 7 for measurement of global
DNA methylation in leukocytes by liquid chromatography tandem mass spectrometry.
Genomic DNA was used for genotyping the following seven genetic variants of
homocysteine metabolism: cystathionine beta-synthase (CBS) c.844_855ins68,
dihydrofolate-reductase (DHFR) c.594 + 59del19bp, methylenetetrahydrofolate-reductase
(MTHFR) c.677C > T and c.1298A > C, methyltetrahydrofolate-transferase (MTR)
c.2756A > G, reduced folate carrier 1 (RFC1) c.80G > A, and transcobalamin 2 c.776C >
G. Multivariate linear regression showed a positive correlation of global DNA
methylation with alcohol consumption and smoking on day 1 of hospitalization. DNA
methylation was not correlated with homocysteine or vitamin plasma levels, nor with the
tested genetic variants of homocysteine metabolism. This suggests a direct effect of
alcohol consumption and smoking on DNA methylation, which is not mediated by effects
of alcohol on homocysteine metabolism. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Personal social media usage is pervasive in both personal and professional lives.
Practitioner articles and news stories have commented on the addicting and distracting
nature of social media. Previous empirical research has established the negative effects of
distractions on primary tasks. To date, little research has looked at the potentially
distracting nature of social media and the negative effects that can arise from usage. This
research addresses this gap by investigating the effects of personal social media usage on
task performance. To extend this research, I also examined the effects that the personal
social media usage has on individuals' technostress and happiness levels. I tested these
effects by creating a classroom task environment and measuring subjects' usage of social
media and their task performance. From this, it was found that higher amounts of personal
social media usage led to lower performance on the task, as well as higher levels of
technostress and lower happiness. These results are consistent across different levels of
attentional control and multitasking computer self-efficacy. These results suggest that the
personal usage of social media during professional (vs. personal or play) times can lead to
negative consequences and is worthy of further study. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Investigations of targeted coping skills could help guide initial treatment decisions for
individuals with co-occurring posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and alcohol
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dependence (AD) who often endorse worse coping skills than those with AD but not
PTSD. Although improvement in coping skills is associated with enhanced alcohol use
outcomes, no study has evaluated the utility of teaching specific coping skills in the
context of comorbid PTSD/AD. We compared the effects of teaching two coping skills
(cognitive restructuring [CR] and experiential acceptance [EA]) or an attention control
condition on drinking and PTSD symptoms among 78 men and women with comorbid
PTSD/AD during a 5-week daily follow-up assessment. Both CR and EA skills were
associated with decreased drinking compared to control, and that change in drinking over
time did not significantly differ between those who received CR and EA. Individuals who
received CR skills, however, consumed less alcohol on a given day than those who
received EA skills. Neither CR nor EA was associated with a decrease in PTSD symptom
severity. These results provide preliminary support for clinicians to prioritize CR and EA
skills during initial treatment sessions when working with individuals with PTSD/AD,
and offer ideas for continued investigation and intervention refinement. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Co-occurring drug use disorders are under-detected in psychiatrically ill
populations highlighting the need for more efficient screening tools. Objectives: This
study compares a single-item screening tool, previously validated in a primary care
setting, to the 10-item Drug Abuse Screening Test (DAST-10) for identifying
co-occurring drug use disorders among patients with severe psychiatric illness. Methods:
A total of 395 patients attending a psychiatric partial hospital program completed both the
single-item screen and DAST-10. A subsample of consecutive patients (n = 67) was also
administered the Structure Clinical Interview for DSM-IV (SCID-IV) as a diagnostic
reference standard. Results: Concordance between screening measures was moderate
(kappa = 0.4, p < 0.01). Sensitivity and specificity of the single-item screen and DAST-10
as compared to the SCID-IV were comparable, while area under the receiver operating
curve showed better discriminatory power for the identification of drug use disorders with
the single-item screen. Conclusions: In comparison to the DAST-10, the single-item
screen appears to be a more efficient tool to identify co-occurring drug use disorders in a
psychiatric treatment setting among patients with a range of psychiatric diagnoses.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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46. Butyrylcholinesterase levels and subjective effects of smoked cocaine in healthy cocaine users.
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Abstract:

Background: Butyrylcholinesterase (BChE) is beginning to attract attention as a possible
target for cocaine abuse treatment because of its role in metabolizing cocaine. Objective:
The purpose of this analysis was to assess whether endogenous BChE levels are
associated with the subjective effects of cocaine. Methods: Data from 28 participants in
five inpatient cocaine self-administration studies were included in the present analysis.
Four minutes after each smoked cocaine dose, participants rated their drug-related effects
from 0-100 using a computerized self-report Visual Analogue Scale (VAS). The main
outcome measures were nine change-in-VAS ratings between a baseline placebo dose and
a 25-mg smoked cocaine dose. Results: After controlling for age, sex, total years of
cocaine use, total milligrams of cocaine administered before the 25-mg dose being
analyzed, and baseline diastolic blood pressure, endogenous BChE was not significantly
associated with any of the nine change-in-VAS ratings. Conclusion: Though BChE
appears to be a possible target for cocaine abuse treatment, these data suggest that
endogenous levels of BChE may not play a role in modifying the subjective effects of
cocaine. Future larger studies of BChE in respect to the subjective effects produced by
cocaine are needed to confirm or refute these findings. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Retigabine is a new antiepileptic drug with multiple mechanisms of action.
It may well interact with ethanol, as both have an influence on GABA-ergic and
glutamate neurotransmission. Objectives: To assess the effect of retigabine, administered
as single or repeated doses, on ethanol-induced changes in the bioelectric activity of
selected brain structures in rabbits. Methods: 30 rabbits were used to assess the effect of
retigabine on ethanol-induced changes in EEGs using the pharmaco-EEG method.
Retigabine was administered p.o. as a single dose (5 mg/kg or 10 mg/kg) or repeatedly at
a dose of 5 mg/kg/day for 14 days. Ethanol was injected i.v. at a dose of 0.8 g/kg 60 min
after the administration of retigabine. Results: Retigabine, administered as a single high
or low dose, increased the depressive effect of an acute dose of ethanol on the bioelectric
activity of the frontal cortex in rabbits. These changes were also visible in the recordings
from the hippocampus and midbrain reticular formation after administration of a high
dose of the drug. Retigabine administered in repeated doses decreased ethanol-induced
changes in the rabbit EEG recordings from the hippocampus. Conclusion: Retigabine in
multiple doses decreases the sensitivity of the hippocampus to an acute dose of ethanol in
rabbits. Given the role of hippocampal-related memory processes to addiction, retigabine
may have therapeutic potential. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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48. Atypical parietal lobe activity to subliminal faces in youth with a family history of alcoholism.
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Abstract:

Background: Adults with alcohol use disorders (AUDs) show different behavioral and
neurological functioning during emotional processing tasks from healthy controls. Adults
with a family history (FHP) of AUD also show different activation in limbic brain areas,
such as the amygdala. However, it is unclear if this pattern exists during adolescence
before any episodes of heavy alcohol use. Objectives: We hypothesized that the
amygdalar response to subliminally-presented fearful faces would be reduced in FHP
adolescents compared to peers who were family history negative (FHN) for AUD.
Method: An adapted Masked Faces paradigm was used to examine blood oxygen
level-dependent response to subliminal fearful vs. neutral faces in 14 FHP (6 females, 8
males) and 15 FHN (6 females, 9 males) youth, ages 11-15 years. Both FHP and FHN
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youth had no history of heavy alcohol consumption. Results: A significant difference was
seen between groups in the left superior parietal lobule FHN youth showed deactivation
to fearful and neutral masked faces compared to baseline, whereas FHP youth showed
deactivation only to fearful masked faces. No significant differences in amygdalar
activation were seen between groups. Conclusion: The left superior parietal lobule is part
of the fronto-parietal network, which has been implicated in attentional control. Lack of
reduced neural activity to neutral faces among FHP youth may represent differences in
suppressing attention networks to less salient emotional stimuli, or perhaps, a higher
threshold of saliency for emotional stimuli among at-risk youth. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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49. Functional near infrared spectroscopy as a potential biological assessment of addiction recovery: Preliminary
findings.
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Abstract:

Background: Addiction science has primarily utilized self-report, continued substance
use, and relapse factors to explore the process of recovery. However, the entry into
successful abstinence substantially reduces our assessment abilities. Advances in
neuroscience may be the key to objective understanding, treating, and monitoring
long-term success in addiction recovery. Objectives: To explore functional near infrared
spectroscopy (fNIR) as a viable technique in the assessment of addiction-cue reactivity.
Specifically, prefrontal cortex (PFC) activation to alcohol cues was explored among
formally alcohol-dependent individuals, across varying levels of successful abstinence.
The aim of the investigation was to identify patterns of PFC activation change consistent
with duration of abstinence. Methods: A total of 15 formally alcohol-dependent
individuals, with abstinence durations ranging from 1 month to 10 years, viewed alcohol
images during fNIR PFC assessment. Participants also subjectively rated the same images
for affect and arousal level. Results: Subjective ratings of alcohol cues did not
significantly correlate with duration of abstinence. As expected, days of abstinence did
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not significantly correlate with neutral cue fNIR reactivity. However, for alcohol cues,
fNIR results showed increased days of abstinence was associated with decreased
activation within the dorsolateral and dorsomedial prefrontal cortex regions. Conclusions:
The present results suggest that fNIR may be a viable tool in the assessment of
addiction-cue reactivity. Results also support previous findings on the importance of
dorsolateral and dorsomedial PFC in alcohol-cue activation. The findings build upon
these past results suggesting that fNIR-assessed activation may represent a robust
biological marker of successful addiction recovery. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Knowledge regarding substance use (SU) and substance use disorder (SUD) in
individuals with mild to borderline intellectual disabilities (ID) has increased over the last
decade, but is still limited. Data on prevalence and risk factors are fragmented, and
instruments for screening and assessment and effective treatment interventions are scarce.
Also, scientific developments in other fields are insufficiently incorporated in the care for
individuals with ID and SUD. In this selective and critical review, we provide an
overview of the current status of SU(D) in ID and explore insights on the
conceptualisation of SUD from other fields such as addiction medicine and general
psychiatry. SU(D) turns out to be a chronic, multifaceted brain disease that is intertwined
with other physical, psychiatric and social problems. These insights have implications for
practices, policies and future research with regard to the prevalence, screening,
assessment and treatment of SUD. We will therefore conclude with recommendations for
future research and policy and practice, which may provide a step forward in the care for
individuals with ID and SUD. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Human drug addiction is a complex disorder, in which exogenous substances are able to
recruit and maintain behaviors involved in drug taking. Many drugs that are addictive in
humans are able to act on natural brain systems for learning and memory, and while many
memory systems may be affected by addictive drugs, work with operant tasks has shown
that addictive drugs (e.g. cocaine and alcohol) are particularly effective in recruiting habit
learning systems, compared to natural rewards. It is currently unknown if the ability of
addictive drugs to facilitate habit learning depends on a direct action on habit learning
systems in the brain, versus the rewarding properties of drug administration. To
differentiate between these options, rats were trained to perform two actions (lever
pressing), each of which was rewarded with a different natural reward. After acquiring the
behavior, rats received three training sessions which were followed by post-training
injections of saline or cocaine (5 or 10 mg/kg, i.p.). Using sensory-specific satiety,
extinction tests revealed that lever pressing for actions which were paired with saline
were sensitive to devaluation (typical of goal-directed behaviors) while actions which
were paired with cocaine were not sensitive to devaluation (typical of habitual behaviors).
Lesions of the infralimbic or dorsolateral striatum were able to block the action of
post-training cocaine injections. These data indicate that, within individual rats, cocaine
injections facilitate the transition of behavior to habitual control for actions that have been
recently performed, without a general facilitation of habit learning, and that this action of
cocaine requires brain areas that are critical for learning natural habits. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This editorial discusses the challenges to the globalisation of cannabis cultivation. Global
patterns of cannabis cultivation have followed a fascinating development, from highly
concentrated production in certain developing countries to decentralized production in
almost every country around the world. Firstly, cultivation increased in many traditional
growing regions as exportation to the consumer markets of the industrialized world
became an attractive option. Secondly, in response to global demand, countries such as
Morocco and Mexico became large-scale producers of cannabis and major suppliers to,
respectively, European and American consumers, despite not having the traditions of
cannabis cultivation found in Asia, the Middle-East or the Caribbean. A third phase in the
evolution of cannabis production has been the increase in cultivation across the
industrialised world. The adaptation and new developments reflecting, as elsewhere,
interplay between market forces on the one hand and local political and policy concerns
on the other. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Clinical studies have revealed that genetic variations in metabotropic glutamate receptor 3
(mGlu3) affect performance on cognitive tasks dependent upon the prefrontal cortex
(PFC) and may be linked to psychiatric conditions such as schizophrenia, bipolar
disorder, and addiction. We have performed a series of studies aimed at understanding
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how mGlu3 influences PFC function and cognitive behaviors. In the present study, we
found that activation of mGlu3 can induce long-term depression in the mouse medial PFC
(mPFC) in vitro. Furthermore, in vivo administration of a selective mGlu3 negative
allosteric modulator impaired learning in the mPFC-dependent fear extinction task. The
results of these studies implicate mGlu3 as a major regulator of PFC function and
cognition. Additionally, potentiators of mGlu3 may be useful in alleviating prefrontal
impairments associated with several CNS disorders. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Varenicline and bupropion each have been shown to significantly improve cessation of
tobacco addiction in humans. They act through different mechanisms and the question
about the potential added efficacy with their combined used has arisen. Preclinical animal
models of nicotine addiction can help with the evaluation of this combined approach and
what dose combinations of varenicline and bupropion may be useful for enhancing
tobacco cessation. In this study, we investigated the interacting dose-effect functions of
varenicline and bupropion in a rat model of nicotine self-administration. Young adult
female Sprague-Dawley rats were allowed to self-administer nicotine in 1-h sessions
under an FR1 reinforcement schedule. Varenicline (0.3, 1. 3mg/kg) and bupropion (8.33,
25, 75mg/kg) were administered alone or together 15min before each session. The vehicle
saline was the control. Higher doses of each drug alone reduced nicotine
self-administration compared to control with reductions of 62% and 75% with 3mg/kg
varenicline and 75mg/kg bupropion respectively. Lower dose varenicline which does not
by itself reduce nicotine self-administration, significantly augmented bupropion effects.
The 0.3mg/kg varenicline dose combined with the 25 and 75mg/kg bupropion doses
caused greater reductions of nicotine self-administration than either dose of bupropion
given alone. However, higher dose varenicline did not have this effect. Lower dose
bupropion did not augment varenicline effects. Only the high bupropion dose significantly
enhanced the varenicline effect. Likewise, combining 1mg/kg varenicline with 75mg/kg
bupropion reduced self-administration to a greater extent than either dose alone. These
results demonstrate that combination therapy with varenicline and bupropion may be
more beneficial than monotherapy with either drug alone. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: The differentiation between high and low cortisol responders to stress is of
interest in determining the risk factors which may, along with genetic vulnerability,
influence alcohol intake. Study 1: Methods: Thirty-two healthy volunteers, family history
positive to alcoholism (FHP, n = 16) and family history negative (FHN, n = 16) attended
two laboratory sessions during which alcohol or placebo was offered. Results: There were
no differences in consumption of alcohol or placebo between FHP and FHN subjects.
Study 2: Methods: Fifty-eight healthy social drinkers, FHP (n = 27) and FHN (n = 31)
attended two laboratory sessions. They were administered either alcohol or placebo in
both sessions they attended. All subjects underwent either a stress task (the Trier Social
Stress Test, TSST) or a stress-free period, at two separate occasions, before being offered
beverage. After the salivary cortisol analysis, subjects in each group were divided into
high (HCR) or low (LCR) cortisol responders. Results: After stress, subjects who were
FHP-HCR consumed more alcohol than FHN-HCR. There were no differences in the
placebo intake between FHP and FHN subjects regardless of their cortisol response.
Conclusions: This result indicates that stress promotes alcohol consumption only in
subjects with a family history of Type 1 alcoholism who show an increase in cortisol
response to stress. This behaviour is similar to that previously observed in alcohol
dependent individuals after stress and thus could represent an endophenotype posing a
risk for future development of alcohol use disorders. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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56. Psychopathological problems and viewpoints about school phobia.

Original Title:

Enjeux et perspectives psychopathologiques de la phobie scolaire.

Citation:

Neuropsychiatrie de l'Enfance et de l'Adolescence, March 2015, vol./is. 63/2(67-75),
0222-9617 (Mar 2015)

Author(s):

Gaspard, J.-L; Liengme, N; Minjard, R

Correspondence Address:

Gaspard, J.-L.: EA 4050, Universite Rennes 2, Place Recteur-le-Moal, Rennes, France,
35043, Cedex, jlgaspard@wanadoo.fr

Institution:

EA 4050, Universite Rennes 2, Rennes, France; CRPPC, Universite Lumiere-Lyon 2,
Bron, France

Language:

French

Abstract:

Background: In our modern society, the number of teenagers and adolescents refusing to
go to school is regularly increasing. These difficulties are a common reason for medical
consultation. Indeed, school requirements which often interfere with puberty and with
adolescent processes can be a source of important psychological conflicts. Despite the
intellectual abilities of these young people, these situations of anxious refusal are often
incomprehensible for professors and parents alike. Methods: Building on an extensive
review of historical and clinical literature, the authors recall the interest enjoyed by the
generic term "school phobia". Object of a considerable number of reports and studies in
psychiatry and psychopathology, distinguished from other forms of phobias or
educational problems (truancy, learning refusal), school phobia was defended by the
psychodynamic orientation of European psychiatry. This notion knows nowadays some
disaffection. More recently, the promotion of school refusal is currently the peak of the
psychologizing of youth and adolescent experiences in school. With undeniable political
and economic issues, "school refusal" is expected as an ideological attractor in the field of
health. Results: The article shows the importance of school phobia at the crossroads of
mental pathology. When school refusal includes the most diverse school issues (defection,
addiction, avoidance, self-sabotage) and mask the clinical characteristics of these
behaviors, school phobia has historically allowed for essential clinical discussions on
anxiety, depression and secondly to distinguish phobic symptoms of classic style and
those belonging to very diverse defensive formulas (borderline, psychosis). Discussions:
For many children and adolescents, school phobia is part of a very emergency
symptomatology. This subjective solution is certainly very precarious. It may however be
the support of a major "work on oneself." beyond contemporary syndromic categories, the
authors point the importance of active listening. The multidisciplinary care of the
adolescent must pay significant attention to the dynamics of the family psychic economy.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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57. Cognitive disorders after sporadic ecstasy use? A case report.
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Abstract:

Memory problems and changes in hippocampal structures after chronic ecstasy use are
well described in the literature. Cognitive problems after incidental ecstasy use are rare,
and the few patients described in case reports returned to their normal cognitive level
after a relative short period. FV is a 39-year-old man who used an ecstasy tablet in 2005.
This resulted in severe confusion for a few days. The confusion was followed by
persistent memory complaints and difficulties orientating in new surroundings. An
extensive neuropsychological examination 7 years after the ecstasy use revealed a severe
memory disorder. Furthermore, his performance on a virtual reality test of navigation
showed serious problems navigating in new surroundings. In comparison with matched
control subjects (Bayesian approach for single case studies) his scores were significantly
impaired on several subtasks of the navigation test. On a magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) scan of the brain bilateral hippocampal atrophy and sclerosis were visible,
comparable to previous MRI studies describing hippocampal damage following ecstasy
ingestion. This case report describes persistent memory and navigation disorders after
sporadic ecstasy use, supported by structural brain abnormalities seen on the MRI scan.
These findings revive the debate on whether sporadic ecstasy use can cause persistent
cognitive deficits. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Drugs of abuse elicit dopamine release in the ventral striatum, possibly biasing
dopamine-driven reinforcement learning towards drug-related reward at the expense of
non-drug-related reward. Indeed, in alcohol-dependent patients, reactivity in
dopaminergic target areas is shifted from non-drug-related stimuli towards drug-related
stimuli. Such 'hijacked' dopamine signals may impair flexible learning from
non-drug-related rewards, and thus promote craving for the drug of abuse. Here, we used
functional magnetic resonance imaging to measure ventral striatal activation by reward
prediction errors (RPEs) during a probabilistic reversal learning task in recently
detoxified alcohol-dependent patients and healthy controls (N = 27). All participants also
underwent 6-[8F]fluoro-DOPA positron emission tomography to assess ventral striatal
dopamine synthesis capacity. Neither ventral striatal activation by RPEs nor striatal
dopamine synthesis capacity differed between groups. However, ventral striatal coding of
RPEs correlated inversely with craving in patients. Furthermore, we found a negative
correlation between ventral striatal coding of RPEs and dopamine synthesis capacity in
healthy controls, but not in alcohol-dependent patients. Moderator analyses showed that
the magnitude of the association between dopamine synthesis capacity and RPE coding
depended on the amount of chronic, habitual alcohol intake. Despite the relatively small
sample size, a power analysis supports the reported results. Using a multimodal imaging
approach, this study suggests that dopaminergic modulation of neural learning signals is
disrupted in alcohol dependence in proportion to long-term alcohol intake of patients.
Alcohol intake may perpetuate itself by interfering with dopaminergic modulation of
neural learning signals in the ventral striatum, thus increasing craving for habitual drug
intake. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Presents a case report of 68-year-old right-handed man admitted to the hospital with 2
days of acute onset of slurred speech and unsteady gait. He denied any other neurological
complaints. His past medical history was significant for alcohol dependence with daily
alcohol use and 1 day a week of binge drinking for >10 years. He denied any history of
alcohol related seizures, DTs, psychiatric diagnosis or alcohol-related legal or
interpersonal problems. The patient was oriented, able to name, read, repeat and follow
commands. MBD should be considered in the evaluation of alcoholic or malnourished
patients that present with acute or sub acute neurological symptoms. Early diagnosis and
treatment may prevent progression to irreversible corpus callosum damage. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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60. Disulfiram and the Zenalyser: Teaching an old dog new tricks.
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Abstract:

This article explores that disulfiram is recommended by the National Institute for Health
and Care Excellence as a cost effective drug for the treatment of alcohol dependence.
Nevertheless, there continues to be suspicion regarding the usefulness of this medication,
predominantly arising from the perception that compliance is poor. Several attempts to
improve compliance have been made, the most notable of those being supervised
consumption. Supervision is, however, not without its limitations- relationships break
down, individuals are mobile, supervisors weary of their task. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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61. Alcohol consumption, hospitalization and medical expenditure: A large epidemiological study on the medical
insurance system in Japan.
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Abstract:

Aims: This study investigated the relationship between alcohol drinking habits and the
onset of high medical expenditure in a Japanese male population. Methods: The cohort
comprised 94,307 male beneficiaries 40-69 years of age of the Japanese medical
insurance system, who had daily alcohol drinking habits. The likelihood of incurring high
medical expenditure, defined as the > 90th percentile of the medical expenditure
distribution in the study population 1 year after baseline, as well as the likelihood of
undergoing hospitalization that year were compared among the participants grouped
according to their alcohol consumption amount (< 2, 2-3.9, 4-5.9, > 6 drinks/day).
Results: Participants who ranked in the top 10% medical expenditure group within the 1
year after baseline each incurred at least 2152 euros/year. The top 10% medical
expenditure group accounted for 61.1% of the total medical expenditure in the study
population. The odds ratios (95% confidence intervals) for ranking in the top 10% group
during the 1-year period, compared with the < 2 drinks (23 g of alcohol)/day group, were
1.08 (1.02-1.15) for 2-3.9 drinks/day, 1.11 (1.05-1.19) for 4-5.9 drinks/day, and 1.31
(1.18-1.45) for > 6 drinks/day after adjustment for age, body mass index, and smoking
and exercise habits. The adjusted odds ratios for undergoing hospitalization were 1.11
(1.04-1.19), 1.14 (1.06-1.24) and 1.39 (1.24-1.56), respectively. Conclusion: The
likelihood of incurring high medical expenditure and undergoing hospitalization increased
with daily alcohol consumption amount. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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62. Physical activity and risk of alcohol use disorders: Results from a prospective cohort study.

Page 53

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

Citation:

Alcohol and Alcoholism, March 2015, vol./is. 50/2(206-212), 0735-0414;1464-3502 (Mar
1, 2015)

Author(s):

Ejsing, Louise Kristiansen; Becker, Ulrik; Tolstrup, Janne S; Flensborg-Madsen, Trine

Correspondence Address:

Becker, Ulrik: National Institute of Public Health, University of Southern Denmark, Oster
Farimagsgade 5, Kobenhavn, Denmark, K 1399, becker@dadlnet.dk

Institution:

National Institute of Public Health, University of Southern Denmark, Kobenhavn,
Denmark; National Institute of Public Health, University of Southern Denmark,
Kobenhavn, Denmark; National Institute of Public Health, University of Southern
Denmark, Kobenhavn, Denmark; Unit of Medical Psychology, Institute of Public Health,
University of Copenhagen, Kobenhavn, Denmark

Language:

English

Abstract:

Aims: To examine the effect of physical activity on risk of developing alcohol use
disorders in a large prospective cohort study with focus on leisure-time physical activity.
Methods: Data came from the four examinations of the Copenhagen City Heart Study
(CCHS), performed in 1976-1978, 1981-1983, 1991-1994 and 2001-2003. Information on
physical activity (classified as Moderate/high, low or sedentary) and covariates was
obtained through self-administered questionnaires, and information on alcohol use
disorders was obtained from the Danish Hospital Discharge Register, the Danish
Psychiatric Central Research Register and the Winalco database. In total, 18,359 people
participated in the study, a mean follow-up time of 20.9 years. Cox proportional hazards
model with delayed entry was used. Models were adjusted for available covariates (age,
smoking habits, alcohol intake, education, income and cohabitation status) including
updated time-dependent variables whenever possible. Results: A low or moderate/high
leisure-time physical activity was associated with almost half the risk of developing
alcohol use disorder compared with a sedentary leisure-time physical activity. This
translates into a 1.5- to 2-fold increased risk of developing alcohol use disorder (Hazard
ratios for men 1.64; 95% CI 1.29- 2.10 and women 1.45; 1.01-2.09) in individuals with a
sedentary leisure-time physical activity, compared with a moderate to high level.
However, when stratifying by presence of other psychiatric disorders, no association was
observed in women with psychiatric comorbidity. Residual confounding may have been
present in this study, especially according to rough measures of income and education.
Conclusions: In both men and women, being sedentary in leisure time was a risk factor
for developing an alcohol use disorder. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Aims: To test the hypothesis of beverage-specific effect in Russia on the incidence rate of
alcoholic psychoses (a known indicator of a population's alcohol-related problems).
Methods: Time series analytical modeling techniques (ARIMA) were used to examine the
relation between the sales of different alcoholic beverages (vodka, wine, beer) and
alcoholic psychoses incidence rate between 1970 and 2013. Results: The analysis
suggests that of the three beverages vodka alone was associated with alcoholic psychoses
incidence rate. The estimated effect of vodka sales on the alcohol psychoses rate is
statistically significant: a 1 l per person per year increase in vodka sales would result in a
23.4% increase in the alcoholic psychoses incidence rate. Conclusion: The incidence of
alcoholic psychoses is more responsive to changes in vodka sales per capita than wine or
beer sales. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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64. A pilot study on the feasibility and acceptability of a text message-based aftercare treatment programme among
alcohol outpatients.

Citation:

Alcohol and Alcoholism, March 2015, vol./is. 50/2(188-194), 0735-0414;1464-3502 (Mar
1, 2015)

Author(s):

Haug, Severin; Lucht, Michael J; John, Ulrich; Meyer, Christian; Schaub, Michael P

Correspondence Address:

Haug, Severin: Swiss Research Institute for Public Health and Addiction, Konradstrasse
32, Zurich, Switzerland, CH-8031, severin.haug@isgf.uzh.ch

Institution:

Swiss Research Institute for Public Health and Addiction, Zurich University, Zurich,
Switzerland; Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, University of Greifswald,
HELIOS Hanseklinikum Stralsund, Stralsund, Germany; Department of Social Medicine
and Prevention, University Medicine Greifswald, Greifswald, Germany; Department of
Social Medicine and Prevention, University Medicine Greifswald, Greifswald, Germany;
Swiss Research Institute for Public Health and Addiction, Zurich University, Zurich,
Switzerland

Language:
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Abstract:

Aims: To test the feasibility, acceptability and initial effectiveness of a text
message-based aftercare treatment programme among alcohol outpatients. Methods:
Clients treated for alcohol use disorders from three Swiss outpatient alcohol treatment
centres were invited by their counsellors to participate in a study testing an interactive
aftercare programme employing the use of text messages and personal phone calls. Fifty
study participants were randomly assigned to either the 6-month aftercare programme (n
= 25) or treatment as usual (n = 25). The intervention consisted of (a) monitoring of
self-selected drinking goals at regular intervals, (b) motivational text messages to stick to
self-selected drinking goals and (c) proactive telephone calls from counsellors when
participants neglected to stick to their drinking goals or expressed a need for support.
Follow-up interviews were conducted 6 months after randomization. Results: Throughout
the programme, participants received a total of 421 text message prompts. Out of these,
participants provided valid replies to 371 (88.1%) within 48 h. Out of the 25 participants
in the intervention group, 11 (44.0%) sent at least one call-for-help reply. Based on
complete case data, at risk alcohol use at follow-up was 41.7% in the control group and
28.6% in the intervention group (OR = 0.56, 95% CI = 0.16-1.95, P = 0.36). Conclusions:
The interactive low-intensive aftercare programme was well accepted by the participants.
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Testing its efficacy within an adequately powered randomized controlled trial might be
reasonable. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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65. Development of a real-time repeated-measures assessment protocol to capture change over the course of a
drinking episode.
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Abstract:

Aims: We report on the development of a real-time assessment protocol that allows
researchers to assess change in BrAC, alcohol responses, behaviors, and contexts over the
course of a drinking event. Method: We designed a web application that uses timed text
messages (adjusted based on consumption pattern) containing links to our website to
obtain real-time participant reports; camera and location features were also incorporated
into the protocol. We used a transdermal alcohol sensor device along with software we
designed to convert transdermal data into estimated BrAC. Thirty-two college students
completed a laboratory session followed by a 2-week field trial. Results: Results for the
web application indicated we were able to create an effective tool for obtaining repeated
measures real-time drinking data. Participants were willing to monitor their drinking
behavior with the web application, and this did not appear to strongly affect drinking
behavior during, or 6 weeks following, the field trial. Results for the transdermal device
highlighted the willingness of participants to wear the device despite some discomfort,
but technical difficulties resulted in limited valid data. Conclusion: The development of
this protocol makes it possible to capture detailed assessment of change over the course of
naturalistic drinking episodes. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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66. Relationship between emotional processing, drinking severity and relapse in adults treated for alcohol dependence
in Poland.
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Abstract:

Aims: Growing data reveals deficits in perception, understanding and regulation of
emotions in alcohol dependence (AD). The study objective was to explore the
relationships between emotional processing, drinking history and relapse in a clinical
sample of alcohol-dependent patients. Methods: A group of 80 inpatients entering an
alcohol treatment program in Warsaw, Poland was recruited and assessed at baseline and
follow-up after 12 months. Baseline information about demographics, psychopathological
symptoms, personality and severity of alcohol problems was obtained. The Schutte
Self-Report Emotional Intelligence (EI) Test and Toronto Alexithymia Scale (TAS) were
utilized for emotional processing assessment. Follow-up information contained data on
drinking alcohol during the last month. Results: At baseline assessment, the duration of
alcohol drinking was associated with lower ability to utilize emotions. Patients reporting
more difficulties with describing feelings drank more during their last episode of heavy
drinking, and had a longer duration of intensive alcohol use. A longer duration of the last
episode of heavy drinking was associated with more problems identifying and regulating
emotions. Poor utilization of emotions and high severity of depressive symptoms
contributed to higher rates of drinking at follow-up. Conclusions: These results underline
the importance of systematic identification of discrete emotional problems and dynamics
related to AD. This knowledge has implications for treatment. Psychotherapeutic
interventions to improve emotional skills could be utilized in treatment of
alcohol-dependent patients. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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67. Assessing and treating alcohol relapse risk in liver transplantation candidates.
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Abstract:

In Europe between 30 and 50% of all liver transplantations (LTX) are done within the
context of chronic end-stage alcoholic liver disease (ALD). However, post-operatively
20-25% of these patients lapse or relapse into heavy alcohol use. Thus, assessment of
alcohol relapse risk before enlisting and therapeutic follow-up during and after LTX is of
utmost importance. However, as yet there are enormous differences between European
countries and between transplant centers, with regard to the assessment methods and
criteria and the implementation of therapeutic follow-up. Only the so-called '6-month
abstinence' rule is widely used. However, there are not much scientific data validating its
use in predicting relapse. Thus, there is a clear need of a more homogeneous approach,
which was the focus of a symposium of the European Federation of Addiction Societies
during the 14th conference of the European Society for Biomedical Research on
Alcoholism, 2013 (ESBRA), entitled 'Liver transplantation: A European perspective'. In a
follow-up on this symposium, the authors aim to sum up the evidence of psychiatric
assessment criteria and psychiatric treatment interventions relevant in the context of
patient selection and patient follow-up within ALD transplantation procedures. Based
upon these findings, we propose elements of a procedure that can serve as a first step
toward a model of good practice regarding addiction-specialist input within the pre-and
post-transplantation period. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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68. Brief intervention in the workplace for heavy drinkers: A randomized clinical trial in Japan.
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Abstract:

Aims: To investigate the effectiveness of brief intervention (BI) conducted in the
workplace for heavy drinkers. Methods: A randomized controlled trial was conducted at
six companies in Japan. Participants were heavy drinkers who met the inclusion criteria
and were randomized into three groups: the BI group, BI with diary group and a control
group. Outcomes (total drinks, binge drinking episodes and alcohol-free days) were
evaluated at 3 and 12 months. Results: The 304 participants recruited were allocated to
the three groups and 277 participated in all follow-up evaluations. Dropout rates in the
respective groups were 7.0, 14.9 and 5.5%. Some improvements were observed in all the
groups. In particular, alcohol-free days in the BI group were significantly increased by
93.0% at 12 months. Total drinks at 12 months were reduced by 41 g per week in the BI
group compared with the control group, although the intergroup difference was not
significant. Conclusion: BI in the workplace is effective for increasing the number of
alcohol-free days. However, the effectiveness on decreasing alcohol consumption was
unclear, which could be explained by alcohol screening itself causing a reduction in
drinking. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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69. Influence of microelement concentration on the intensity of alcohol withdrawal syndrome.
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Abstract:

Aims: To establish a nutritional and constitutional profile concerning the micronutrient
plasma concentration of patients who suffer from AWS. Method: Observational case
control study to determine whether patients who exhibited symptoms of AWS (N = 60)
had micronutrient plasmatic concentration deficiencies when compared with healthy
controls (N = 34). Results: There were statistically significant differences between the
concentrations of nutrients that are correlated with glutamate hyperactivity (zinc,
magnesium and folate/vitamin B12/homocysteine). Conclusion: Evidence from literature
and our experiment suggests that brain activity, especially the glutamatergic system,
might be directly involved in micronutrient concentrations. Therefore, their
supplementation to the AWS patient might improve symptom evolution. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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70. The role of lipin-1 in the pathogenesis of alcoholic fatty liver.
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Abstract:

Aims: The aim of this review was to focus on the knowledge of the role of lipin-1 in the
pathogenesis of alcoholic fatty liver. Methods: Systematic review of animal clinical and
cell level studies related to the function of lipin-1 on alcoholic fatty liver, alcoholic
hepatitis and alcoholic liver cirrhosis disease. Result: Ethanol could increase the
expression of lipin-1 through the AMPKSREBP-1 signaling and dramatically increase the
ratio of Lpin1 to Lpin1 by SIRT1-SFRS10-Lpin1/ axis in the liver. Moreover, research
has shown that over-expression of lipin-1 could also remarkably suppress very low
density lipoprotein-triacylglyceride secretion. Last, lipin-1 has potent anti-inflammatory
property. Conclusion: In conclusion, lipin-1 has dual functions in lipid metabolism. In the
cytoplasm, lipin-1 functions as a Mg2+-dependent phosphatidic acid phosphohydrolase
(PAP) enzyme in triglyceride synthesis pathways. In the nucleus, lipin-1 acts as a
transcriptional co-regulator to regulate the capacity of the liver for fatty acid oxidation
and activity of the lipogenic enzyme. In hepatocytes of alcoholic fatty liver disease
(AFLD), ethanol increases the expression of lipin-1 through the AMPK-SREBP-1
signaling and the Lpin1/ ratio by SIRT1-SFRS10- Lpin1/ axis. Of course, in addition to
that, ethanol could also produce the PAP activity and interrupt the nucleus function of
lipin-1. Furthermore, over-expression of lipin-1 could remarkably suppress very
low-density lipoprotein-triacylglyceride (VLDL-TAG) secretion. In the end, endogenous
lipin-1 has potent anti-inflammatory property. Increased synthesis of TAG, decreased
fatty acid oxidation, impaired VLDL-TAG secretion and activated inflammatory factors
act together to exacerbate the development of AFLD. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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71. Potential contributions of the tobacco nicotine-derived nitrosamine ketone (NNK) in the pathogenesis of
steatohepatitis in a chronic plus binge rat model of alcoholic liver disease.
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Abstract:

Aims: Alcoholic liver disease (ALD) is linked to binge drinking and cigarette smoking.
Heavy chronic +/- binge alcohol, or low-level exposures to dietary nitrosamines cause
steatohepatitis with insulin resistance and oxidative stress in animal models. This study
examines hepatotoxic effects of sub-mutagenic exposures to tobacco-specific nitrosamine
(NNK) in relation to ALD. Methods: Long Evans rats were fed liquid diets containing 0
or 26% (caloric) ethanol (EtOH) for 8 weeks. In Weeks 3 through 8, rats were treated with
NNK (2 mg/kg) or saline by i.p. injection, 3x/week, and in Weeks 7 and 8, EtOH-fed rats
were binge-administered 2 g/kg EtOH 3x/week; controls were given saline. Results:
EtOH +/- NNK caused steatohepatitis with necrosis, disruption of the hepatic cord
architecture, ballooning degeneration, early fibrosis, mitochondrial cytopathy and ER
disruption. Severity of lesions was highest in the EtOH + NNK group. EtOH and NNK
inhibited insulin/IGF signaling through Akt and activated pro-inflammatory cytokines,
while EtOH promoted lipid peroxidation, and NNK increased apoptosis.
O6-methyl-Guanine adducts were only detected in NNK-exposed livers. Conclusion:
Both alcohol and NNK exposures contribute to ALD pathogenesis, including insulin/IGF
resistance and inflammation. The differential effects of EtOH and NNK on adduct
formation are critical to ALD progression among alcoholics who smoke. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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72. Video games related to young adults: Mapping research interest.
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Abstract:

This study attempts to identify the typological-research domain of the extant literature on
video games related to college-age samples (18-29 years-of-age). A content analysis of
264 articles, from PsycINFO for these identifiers, was performed. Findings showed that
negative or pathological aspects of video gaming, i.e., violence potential, aggression, and
addiction held high research attention. Also, brain functions, cognitive efficiency, and
perceptual-motor reactivity and coordination are major investigatory areas. Moreover,
constructive adaptations of video games for rehabilitation, physical activity, and academic
instruction garner modest research interest. Neglected areas of research emphasis include:
creativity, therapeutic interventions, social isolation, conflict resolution, leisure, and
propensity for risk-taking. This bibilometric analysis highlights a) the scope of research
attention devoted to specific video games topics, and b) the need for mapping the
investigatory domain of video game literature. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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73. A longitudinal study of self-reported psychopathology in early ecstasy and amphetamine users.

Citation:

Psychopharmacology, March 2015, vol./is. 232/5(897-905), 0033-3158;1432-2072 (Mar
2015)

Author(s):

Wagner, Daniel; Koester, Philip; Becker, Benjamin; Gouzoulis-Mayfrank, Euphrosyne;
Hellmich, Martin; Daumann, Joerg

Correspondence Address:

Daumann, Joerg: Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, University of Cologne,
Kerpener Strasse 62, Cologne, Germany, 50924, joerg.daumann@uk-koeln.de

Institution:

Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany;
Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany;
Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany;
Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany;
Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany;
Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany

Language:

English

Abstract:

Aims: It still remains unclear whether psychopathological abnormalities described in
human 3,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine users (MDMA users) and d-amphetamine
users (AMPH users) existed before the beginning of regular use or if they develop with
ongoing use. Objectives: The present study was conducted in order to assess this
relationship and to overcome previous methodological shortcomings. Methods: A
longitudinal cohort study in 96 beginning MDMA and d-amphetamine users between
2006 and 2011 with a follow-up duration of 24 months. In order to explore the impact of
MDMA and AMPH use on self-reported psychopathology (measured by the Symptom
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Checklist-90-Revised), mixed models for repeated measures were fitted. In order to
examine the impact of previous psychopathology on subsequent use, partial correlation
analyses and linear regression analyses were applied. Results: Over the course of the
2-year follow-up period, 31 subjects used neither MDMA nor AMPH (non-users); 65
subjects used both MDMA and AMPH: 37 subjects used between 1 and 14 tablets of
MDMA and 28 subjects used 15 or more tablets of MDMA. Thirty-three subjects used
between 1 and 14 g of AMPH, and 32 subjects used 15 g or more. No associations
concerning MDMA/AMPH use and development of self-reported psychopathology were
found. However, there was a significant relationship between globally increased
self-reported psychopathology-particularly psychoticism-at the beginning of the study and
subsequent AMPH use. Conclusions: The data of the present study suggest that a certain
psychopathological profile could form a risk factor for later use of amphetamines.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Rationale: Infrahuman and human studies suggest that a determinant of the abuse
potential of a drug is rate of onset of subjective effects. Objectives: This study sought to
determine if the rate of onset of subjective effects and abuse potential of alprazolam
would be increased when administered via inhalation vs. the oral route. Methods:
Placebo, inhaled alprazolam (0.5, 1, and 2 mg), and oral alprazolam (1, 2, and 4 mg) were
administered under double-blind, double-dummy conditions using a crossover design in
14 healthy participants with histories of drug abuse. Participant and observer ratings and
behavioral and cognitive performance measures were assessed repeatedly during 9-h
sessions. Results: Both routes of administration produced orderly dose and time-related
effects, with higher doses producing greater and longer-lasting effects. Onset of subjective
effects following inhaled alprazolam was very rapid (e.g., 2 vs. 49 min after 2 mg inhaled
vs. oral). On measures of abuse potential (e.g., liking and good effects), inhaled
alprazolam was more potent, as evidenced by a leftward shift in the dose-response curve.
Despite the potency difference, at the highest doses, peak ratings of subjective effects
related to abuse potential (e.g., "drug liking") were similar across the two routes. On other
measures (e.g., sedation and performance), the routes were equipotent. Conclusions: The
inhaled route of administration modestly increased the abuse potential of alprazolam
despite significantly increasing its rate of onset. If marketed, the reduced availability and
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increased cost of inhaled alprazolam may render the societal risk of increased abuse to be
low. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg; YEAR: 2014
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75. AIDS, people who use drugs, and altruism: Reflection on a personal image.
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Abstract:

Persons who use drugs, particularly persons who develop dependence on drugs, are
among the most stigmatized groups in our society. Part of this stigmatization is the
socially constructed and often repeated image that they care about nothing other than their
next dose. Friendships, family relationships, conventional social norms and laws are all
believed to be of no consequence in their quest for drugs. This image of drug users as
being extremely selfish makes it easy to condemn them and to want to punish them - even
though it should be quite obvious by now that punishment does not cure drug dependence.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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76. What was bad is now good, and what was good is now bad: Changes in our views and images of addiction and
addicts.
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Abstract:

In the field of addiction, like in many other fields of inquiry, researchers and practitioners
share a subject-specific common professional world view. This world view is so deeply
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embedded within the fabric of our society and thinking patterns, that even professionals
are no longer aware of its influence on their thinking and understanding of the world.
Thus, they may accept the view that addiction is a problem that has to be fixed by
changing . . . something. Usually the addict. They work within the confines of certain
accepted theoretical models in the field, and work at improving these models and making
them easier to put into practice in the most cost effective way. The implications and
consequences of the commodification of a constructed social problem continue to be
inadequately perceived, considered, and explored. Information on new and improved
ways of dealing with the problem of addiction-which has, historically, been related to as a
sin-moralization, then a crime-criminalization, and more recently a chronic
disease-medicalization-is communicated through publications, conferences, media stories,
and other mechanisms that act as a marker of professional success. The more people
adopt such ideas, methods, or treatments, the more famous and influential the therapist or
researcher becomes, and the greater their power. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved)
Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Informa Healthcare USA, Inc.; YEAR: 2015
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77. Seeing is believing, looks are deceiving: What does one see in images of drugs and drug use(rs)?
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Abstract:

Images of drugs and drug use(rs) convey meaning, feelings, and beliefs, and what is being
seen is often believed. Images can also deceive in content, meaning, and belief. Drug
use(r) researchers, who use images as data, must be cautious in interpreting what is being
conveyed and why. As technological advances continue to shape the creation,
modification, storage, and analysis of images, researchers must be ever more vigilant
about what they are seeing and believing. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This paper discusses organizations of the oppressed, such as drug user and sex worker
groups, and the images of themselves that they construct. We suggest that analysis of
these organizationally-produced collective self-images -frequently overlooked in
scholarly research-is crucial to understanding the complex internal dynamics of users' and
sex workers' organizations and struggles they engage in when defining their collective
(organizational) identities and course of action. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This paper revisits some of the material from the Berkeley project, examining in
particular the imagery of alcoholism. The alcoholism idea and ideology was a specific
formulation of the addiction concept which had become a commonplace idea in
English-speaking societies from the 1830s onward. Filmmakers aiming to express and use
the addiction concept in a film's plot and action had the problem, therefore, of
differentiating the alcoholic from a "plain drunk". In taking on the alcoholism concept,
they had set themselves the task of doing so in terms of a mysterious force that had the
alcoholic in its power. Hollywood films are made with the primary object of attracting
and amusing as large an audience as possible. Only secondarily are some made with the
intention of persuading the audience or changing their view of a phenomenon or issue. It
is clear from biographies and other published material that this secondary motivation was
important in the making of a number of the alcoholism films. The alcoholism movement
was clear that it had a tough sales job on its hands in persuading Americans that repeated
intoxication was not just a matter of a lack of willpower and morals. The filmmaker's
difficulty perhaps reflects that addiction is ineffable, a concept that cannot be expressed in
concrete images which distinguish it from the phenomena of recurrent intoxication which
the "plain drunk" would also manifest. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved)
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Abstract:

This article constitutes a discovery journey into the world of drinking images, the
pleasures and harms related to consuming alcoholic beverages, as well as the relationships
between drinking and spirituality. These aspects are described historically and globally,
over time through a series of snapshots and mini-discussions about both visual and mental
images from art, classical literature and operatic music. The images are interpreted
according to how they represent the drinking culture within which they were created and
sustained, and how they are able to involve the spectator and the user in terms of either
empathizing, accepting and including or distancing, stigmatizing and marginalizing the
user. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The study is a qualitative film analysis. It seeks to determine the semiotic and cinematic
structures that make gambling appealing in films based on analysis of 72 film scenes from
28 narrative fiction films made from 1922 to 2003 about gambling in North American and
West European mainstream cinema. The main game types include card games, casino
games, and slot machines. The theme of self-control and competence was identified as
being central to gambling's appeal. These images are strongly defined by gender. The
study was funded by ELOMEDIA, financed by the Finnish Ministry of Education and
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Culture as well as the Finnish Foundation for Alcohol Studies. The limitations of the
study are noted. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

The article reviews portrayals of "the addict" in press items from Italy, Finland, Poland,
and The Netherlands. The dataset consists of 1,327 items from four national newspapers
published in 1991, 1998, 2011. The portrayals varied according to country, period, and
type of addiction problem. Results can be read as four cases where different
conceptualizations ("the sinner," "the sick," "the social problem," "the criminal," and "the
famous") assume diverse importance. These conceptual frames-of-reference are clearly
neither unambiguous nor fixed. They are constantly modified and part of different trends.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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83. What causes addiction problems? Environmental, biological and constitutional explanations in press portrayals
from four European welfare societies.
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Abstract:

Press items (N = 1327) about addiction related problems were collected from politically
independent daily newspapers in Finland, Italy, the Netherlands, and Poland from 1991,
1998, and 2011. A synchronized qualitative coding was performed for discerning the
descriptions of the genesis to the problems in terms of described causes to and reasons for
why they occur. Environmental explanations were by far the most common and they
varied most between the materials. The analysis documents how the portrayals include
traces of their contextual origin, relating to different media tasks and welfare cultural
traditions. Meaning-based differences were also assigned to the kind of problems that
held the most salience in the press reporting. A general worry over societal change is tied
into the explanations of accumulating addiction problems and underpins the press
reporting in all countries. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This special issue of Substance Use and Misuse explores socio-cultural constructs of
substance use and addictive behaviors. These images consist of complex, dynamic,
multi-dimensional concepts, and processes that are embedded in historical and
geographical contexts. Knowledge about these constructs is of great importance for
effective intervention planning, for implementation and assessment of policies. The study
of the strong connotations of misuse and problematic repetition enables us to unmask
hierarchies and tensions in value worlds permeating human life. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Objective: The purpose of this study was to examine differences between older and
younger adults who received integrated treatment for co-occurring substance use and
mental disorders, including differences on demographic and baseline characteristics (e.g.,
substance use, readiness for change, mental health symptoms, and severity of problems
associated with substance use), as well as predictors of retention in treatment. Methods:
This study included 1400 adults who received integrated substance abuse and mental
health treatment services at one of two private residential facilities offering residential and
outpatient services. Initial analyses consisted of basic descriptive and bivariate analyses to
examine differences between older (> 50 years old) and younger (< 50 years old) adults
on baseline variables. Next, three ordinary least squares regression models were
employed to examine the influence of baseline characteristics on length of stay. Results:
Three main findings emerged. First, older adults differed from younger adults on
pre-treatment characteristics. Older adults used more alcohol and experienced greater
problem severity in the medical and alcohol domains, while younger adults used more
illicit drugs (e.g., heroin, marijuana, and cocaine) and experienced problems in the drug,
legal, and family/social domains. Second, while readiness to change did not differ
between groups at baseline, older adults remained enrolled in treatment for a shorter
period of time (nearly four days on average) than younger adults. Third, the pattern of
variables that influenced length of stay in treatment for older adults differed from that of
younger adults. Treatment retention for older adults was most influenced by internal
factors, like psychological symptoms and problems, while younger adults seemed
influenced primarily by external factors, like drug use, employment difficulties, and
readiness for change. Conclusions: The results of this study add to the limited knowledge
base regarding older adults receiving integrated treatment for co-occurring substance use
and mental health disorders by documenting that age-based differences exist in general
and in the factors that are associated with the length of stay in residential treatment.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Older adults (those aged 65 and older) are a large, diverse, and growing population in the
United States. The growth of the older adult population, and the many and varied health
care needs this growth will engender, are among the most important and least addressed
issues facing our health care system. In particular, mental health and substance use
disorders have been identified as areas that have been alarmingly under-studied,
under-identified, and under-treated among older adults. With the number of older adults
increasing, it is now urgent that we understand the needs of those with dual diagnosis and
plan for optimizations and enhancements to care settings, interventions, and services
systems to best address these needs. Research findings such as those highlighted in the
collection of articles in this special section have the potential to focus the attention of care
providers and health policy decision makers toward greatly needed work in this area.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Objective: Veterans with PTSD smoke at rates two to three times higher than the general
population, while their quit rate is less than half that of the general population. The
present study evaluated the feasibility, acceptability, and preliminary efficacy of
Acceptance and Commitment Therapy for Veterans With Posttraumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) and Tobacco Addiction (ACT-PT), which focuses on helping veterans overcome
emotional challenges to quitting smoking. Methods: Veterans with current PTSD who
smoked 15 or more cigarettes/day (N = 19) participated in an open trial of ACT-PT.
Participants attended nine weekly individual counseling sessions and received eight
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weeks of nicotine patch therapy. Primary outcomes included feasibility and acceptability
of the intervention, and secondary outcomes included expired-air carbon monoxide
confirmed seven-day point prevalence abstinence, cravings, and PTSD symptoms.
Results: The retention rate for ACT-PT was good (74%) and client satisfaction ratings
were high. Participants made multiple quit attempts (M = 3.6, SD = 4.2) during the study
period and were significantly more confident that they could quit smoking at three-month
follow-up. At the end of treatment, 37% of participants were abstinent from smoking and
16% were abstinent at three-month follow-up. Overall, participants reduced their smoking
by 62% at the end of treatment and 43% at three-month follow-up. PTSD symptoms and
smoking urges significantly decreased from baseline to the end of treatment and
three-month follow-up. Conclusions: ACT-PT appears to be a promising smoking
cessation treatment for veterans with PTSD. Future research should evaluate ACT-PT in a
randomized controlled trial. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: Individuals with serious mental illnesses are more likely to have
substance-related problems than those without mental health problems. They also face
more difficult recovery trajectories as they cope with dual disorders. Nevertheless, little is
known about individuals' perspectives regarding their dual recovery experiences.
Methods: This qualitative analysis was conducted as part of an exploratory
mixed-methods study of mental health recovery. Members of Kaiser Permanente
Northwest (a group-model, not-for-profit, integrated health plan) who had serious mental
illness diagnoses were interviewed four times over two years about factors affecting their
mental health recovery. Interviews were recorded, transcribed, and coded with inductively
derived codes. Themes were identified by reviewing text coded "alcohol or other drugs."
Results: Participants (N = 177) had diagnosed schizophrenia/schizoaffective disorder (n =
75, 42%), bipolar I/II disorder (n = 84, 48%), or affective psychosis (n = 18, 10%). At
baseline, 63% (n = 112) spontaneously described addressing substance use as part of their
mental health recovery. When asked at follow-up, 97% (n = 171) provided codeable
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answers about substances and mental health. We identified differing pathways to
recovery, including through formal treatment, self-help groups or peer support, "natural"
recovery (without the help of others), and continued but controlled use of alcohol. We
found three overarching themes in participants' experiences of recovering from serious
mental illnesses and substance-related problems: Learning about the effects of alcohol
and drugs provided motivation and a foundation for sobriety; achieving sobriety helped
people to initiate their mental health recovery processes; and achieving and maintaining
sobriety built self-efficacy, self-confidence, improved functioning and a sense of personal
growth. Non-judgmental support from clinicians adopting chronic disease approaches
also facilitated recovery. Conclusions: Irrespective of how people achieved sobriety,
quitting or severely limiting use of substances was important to initiating and continuing
mental health recovery processes. Substance abuse treatment approaches that are flexible,
reduce barriers to engagement, support learning about effects of substances on mental
health and quality of life, and adopt a chronic disease model of addiction may increase
engagement and success. Peer-based support like Alcoholics or Narcotics Anonymous
can be helpful for people with serious mental illnesses, particularly when programs accept
use of mental health medications. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: While there has been considerable concern about veterans with dually
diagnosed posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and comorbid substance use disorders, a
national study of clinical characteristics, service utilization, and psychotropic medication
use of such veterans in Veterans Affairs (VA) has yet to be conducted. We hypothesized
that veterans having both PTSD and substance use disorder would have lower
socioeconomic status, greater medical and psychiatric comorbidity, higher medical
service utilization, and more psychotropic pharmacotherapy fills. Methods: National VA
data from fiscal year 2012 were used to compare veterans with dually diagnosed PTSD
and substance use disorder to veterans with PTSD without substance use disorder on
sociodemographic characteristics, psychiatric and medical comorbidities, mental health
and medical service utilization, and psychotropic pharmacotherapy. Comparisons were
based on bivariate and Poisson regression analyses. Results: The sample included all
638,451 veterans who received the diagnosis of PTSD in the VA in fiscal year 2012:
498,720 (78.1%) with PTSD alone and 139,731 (21.9%) with dually diagnosed PTSD and
a comorbid substance use disorder. Veterans with dual diagnoses were more likely to have
been homeless and to have received a VA disability pension. Medical diagnoses that were
more strongly associated with veterans with dual diagnosis included seizure disorders,
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liver disease, and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). Psychiatric comorbidities that
distinguished veterans with dual diagnoses included bipolar disorder and schizophrenia.
Veterans with dually diagnosed PTSD and substance use disorder also had a greater
likelihood of having had mental health inpatient treatment. There were no substantial
differences in other measures of service use or prescription fills for psychotropic
medications. Conclusions: Several substantial differences were observed, each of which
represented more severe medical and psychiatric illness among veterans with dually
diagnosed PTSD and substance use disorder compared to those with PTSD alone.
However, effective treatments are available for these disorders and special efforts should
be made to ensure that veterans with dual diagnoses receive them. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: Substance abuse is a serious and major public health problem in Iran and
potentially increases the risk of suicidal behavior; therefore, it is essential to increase our
knowledge concerning the etiology of suicide among individuals with substance use
disorders. The present study sought to examine the associations among hardiness,
spirituality, and suicidal ideation in Iranian individuals with substance abuse. Methods:
This cross-sectional study was conducted in 2012, and participants comprised 450
individuals seeking substance abuse treatment at 10 addiction treatment centers in Tehran,
Iran. All data were collected via self-report questionnaires. Results: Sixty-seven percent
of participants were male, 47% were married, and 59% were working. Structural equation
modeling (SEM) suggested that, as expected, spirituality and hardiness were positively
associated with each other. Findings also showed that spirituality and hardiness were
negatively associated with suicidal ideation among this group of individuals with
substance abuse, explaining 46% of the variance in suicidal ideation. That is, those with
low levels of spirituality and low levels of hardiness were more likely to report suicidal
ideation. There was a moderating effect of gender, such that greater hardiness predicted a
lower likelihood of suicidal ideation for males but not for females. Conclusions: These
findings reinforce the importance of spirituality and hardiness as protective factors against
suicidal ideation in individuals with substance abuse, as well as the particular role of
hardiness for men. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
Page 74

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Taylor & Francis Group, LLC

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Drug Abuse
*Self Control
*Spirituality
*Suicidal Ideation
Human Sex Differences
Marital Status
Suicide

Source:

PsycINFO

91. Psychiatric severity and HIV-risk sexual behaviors among persons with substance use disorders.

Citation:

Journal of Dual Diagnosis, January 2015, vol./is. 11/1(3-11), 1550-4263;1550-4271 (Jan
2015)

Author(s):

Majer, John M; Komer, Anne C; Jason, Leonard A

Correspondence Address:

Majer, John M.: Social Sciences Department, Harry S. Truman College, 1145 W. Wilson
Ave., Chicago, IL, US, 60640, jmajer@ccc.edu

Institution:

Social Sciences Department, Harry S. Truman College, Chicago, IL, US; Center for
Community Research, DePaul University, Chicago, IL, US; Center for Community
Research, DePaul University, Chicago, IL, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Objective: The relationship between mental illness and human-immunodeficiency virus
(HIV)-risk sexual behavior among persons with substance use disorders is not
well-established because of differences in assessing psychiatric factors (types, symptoms,
severity), substance use (diagnosis, survey responses, past substance use), and HIV-risk
sexual behaviors (individual measures, combination of sex/drug use risk behaviors) across
studies. This study utilized a more global and dimensional aspect of psychiatric issues
(problem severity) to examine the relationship with HIV-risk sexual behaviors and
substance use among persons with substance use disorders. Methods: Participants
included 224 men and 46 women, with a mean age of 40.4 years (SD = 9.5). The most
common substances were heroin/opiates, with 41.4% reporting use of these substances (n
= 110), while 27.8% reported using cocaine (n = 74) and 12.8% reported using alcohol (n
= 34). Of all participants, 39 (14.4%) were identified as having high psychiatric severity
(defined using the psychiatric severity score from the Addiction Severity Index), which
was used as an indication of probable comorbid psychiatric and substance use disorders.
Among these participants likely to have comorbid disorders, hierarchical linear regression
was conducted to examine HIV-risk sexual behaviors (number of partners and
unprotected sexual behaviors in the past 30 days) in relation to psychiatric severity,
substance use, and gender. Results: Gender (women) and psychiatric severity (higher)
were significantly related to greater HIV-risk sexual behaviors. After entering gender and
substance use into the regression model, psychiatric severity accounted for another 21.9%
of the variance in number of partners and 14.1% of the variance in unprotected sexual
behaviors. Overall, the models accounted for 55.5% and 15.6% of the variance,
respectively. A significant interaction was found for number of partners (but not
frequency of unprotected behavior), such that those higher in psychiatric severity and
higher in substance use had a greater number of sexual partners. The model including this
interaction term accounted for 63.4% of the variance in number of partners. Conclusions:
Findings suggest psychiatric severity is an underlying risk factor for HIV-risk sexual
behavior among persons with substance use disorders who have various psychiatric
comorbidities. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

This issue of the Journal of Dual Diagnosis continues to document the important and
varied problems encountered due to the co-occurrence of psychiatric and substance use
disorders. At this point, while theories abound, it remains uncertain why substance use
disorders occur so commonly in individuals with psychiatric disorders. But a few facts do
remain clear: Substance use disorders are common in those with psychiatric illnesses, and
they worsen the course of the psychiatric illness; while some advances have been made,
the rates of treatment related abstinence remain disturbingly low. The studies in this issue
indicate that people with co-occurring psychiatric and substance use disorders need
individualized treatments, long-term approaches, and innovative interventions.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Narrative reviews conclude that behavioral therapies (BTs) produce better outcomes than
control conditions for cannabis use disorders (CUDs). However, the strength and
consistency of this effect has not been directly empirically examined. The present
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meta-analysis combined multiple well-controlled studies to help clarify the overall impact
of behavioral interventions in the treatment of CUDs. A comprehensive literature search
produced 10 randomized controlled trials (RCTs; n = 2,027) that were included in the
final analyses. Analyses indicated an effect of BTs (including contingency management,
relapse prevention, and motivational interviewing, and combinations of these strategies
with cognitive behavioral therapy) over control conditions (including waitlist [WL],
psychological placebo, and treatment as usual) across pooled outcomes and time points
(Hedges' g = 0.44). These results suggest that the average patient receiving a behavioral
intervention fared better than 66% of those in the control conditions. BT also
outperformed control conditions when examining primary outcomes alone (frequency and
severity of use) and secondary outcomes alone (psychosocial functioning). Effect sizes
were not moderated by inclusion of a diagnosis (RCTs including treatment-seeking
cannabis users who were not assessed for abuse or dependence vs. RCTs including
individuals diagnosed as dependent), dose (number of treatment sessions), treatment
format (either group vs. individual treatment or in-person vs. non-in-person treatment),
sample size, or publication year. Effect sizes were significantly larger for studies that
included a WL control comparison versus those including active control comparisons,
such that BT significantly outperformed WL controls but not active control comparisons.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This article suggests that environmental exposures can contribute to dysregulation of
mesolimbic dopamine turnover, resulting in an increased propensity for addictive
behaviors to manifest themselves. Furthermore, author suggests that increased pollution
exposure could be associated with increased prevalence of addictive behaviors. The
author explores the potential for that possibility, and identify possible supportive
outcomes observed from previously identified pollution exposures and behavioral effects
research. Mesolimbic pathways, beginning in the ventral tegmental area and leading to
the nucleus accumbens (NA) have been implicated in the development of addictive
behavior. Addictive behavior may operate by increasing dysregulation of mesolimbic
dopamine (DA) turnover in limbic structures such as NA and amygdala. Any behavior,
substance, or environmental context that might inhibit or dysregulate mesolimbic DA
turnover may therefore, in theory, increase the potential for addiction. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the cover) This book provides clear guidance about effective, evidence-based
approaches to treating alcohol misuse in young adults. Heavy drinking-and its associated
problems-are an integral part of many college students' and other young adults' lives.
Though some young drinkers are able to consume alcohol without incident, many face
significant negative fallout from their excessive consumption. This volume in the series
Advances in Psychotherapy: Evidence-Based Practice describes the nature of alcohol
misuse, its epidemiology, its causes, and methods for treatment, specifically as they
pertain to college students and other young adults. It provides practitioners and trainees
with a range of evidence-based treatment approaches to help clients change their alcohol
use habits. The information presented is both thorough and concise and will help readers
with varied backgrounds and experience improve their understanding of the many
nuanced factors involved in assessing and treating problematic drinking in young adults.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Aims: To estimate the frequency of alcohol consumption among nursing students and
describe their behaviour patterns in relation to excessive consumption. Background: Most
alcohol-related problems appear in individuals who indulge in hazardous consumption,
with hazardous drinkers constituting a priority in the field of preventive activities.
According to previous studies, there is a high proportion of hazardous drinkers among
university students. Design: Descriptive cross-sectional study. Methods: Over the course
of the 2012-2013 academic year, we assessed 1060 nursing degree students, ascertaining
their socio-demographic characteristics, lifestyle and alcohol consumption by means of
the Systematic Alcohol Consumption Interview (Interrogatorio Sistematizado de
Consumos Alcoholicos/ISCA) and Alcohol Use Disorders Inventory Test (AUDIT).
Results: Hazardous alcohol consumption was observed in 434% of students. Moreover,
149% of men and 187% of women met criteria for hazardous drinkers, without any
statistically significant difference between the sexes. The frequency of hazardous drinkers
was significantly higher among participants aged under 21 years, those living outside the
family nucleus and smokers. Conclusion: A considerable proportion of students show
evidence of hazardous alcohol consumption and, while there are no sex-related
differences, the proportion of hazardous drinkers tends to be higher among the youngest
subjects, smokers and persons living outside the family nucleus. Alcohol-prevention
activities should envisage greater protection of university settings, particularly where
future health professionals are involved. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

In this article, the author of Ancient Sins . . . Modern Addictions responds to the review
of the book by Dr. Robert Albers, continuing the discussion on the nature of sin as
addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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98. Exposure to peer deviance during childhood and risk for drug abuse: A Swedish national co-relative control
study.
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Abstract:

Background: Peer deviance (PD) is associated with risk for drug abuse (DA). Is this
association causal? Method: DA was recorded in official records. PD was defined as the
percentage of peers residing in small communities with future DA registrations. We
examined offspring in families whose community PD changed when the offspring was
0-15 years of age and then examined families where cousins or siblings differed in their
years of exposure to low or high PD communities. Results: The duration of exposure to
PD was strongly associated with future DA. Co-relative analyses for families whose
exposure to PD declined suggested that the PD-DA association was largely non-causal.
Within full-sibling pairs in such families, the length of exposure to low PD environments
was unrelated to risk for DA. By contrast, co-relative analyses in families where exposure
to PD increased over time indicated that the PD-DA association was largely causal. In
such families, siblings who differed in the duration of their exposure to high PD differed
in their risk for subsequent DA. These results were replicated in families whose PD
changed because they moved or because of changes in the community in which they
resided. Conclusions: Within families whose social environment is improving over time,
the association between PD exposure and offspring DA outcomes is not causal but is due
to familial confounding. Within families whose social environment is deteriorating, the
PD-DA association seems to be largely causal. Our measure of PD may also reflect
broader aspects of the community environment beyond peers. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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99. Delivery of behavioral HIV prevention services in New York City outpatient substance abuse treatment clinics:
Providers' perspectives on opportunities and challenges.
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Abstract:

Providers (e.g., counselors, physicians) of substance abuse treatment have an opportunity
to address HIV. This study identified: (1) providers' HIV prevention practices, (2)
barriers, and (3) promoters to offering HIV prevention in substance abuse treatment.
Semistructured qualitative interviews with one director, one medical provider, and four
counselors, from each of six outpatient clinics (N = 36) were transcribed and coded
according to thematic content analysis. Providers' practices included: (1) recommending
condoms, (2) explaining HIV transmission, (3) HIV testing, and (4) assessing risk.
Barriers included: (1) believing that clients know enough about HIV, (2) believing that
clients are not at risk, (3) lacking information, (4) outdated training (i.e., > 5 years ago),
(5) HIV stigma, and (6) avoidance. While some providers recommended condoms and
HIV testing, many avoided discussing HIV. Our results suggest a need for training to
improve understanding of HIV transmission, effective counseling practices, and to build
capacity for HIV testing or linkages with HIV service agencies. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The psychometric properties of the Iowa Personality Disorder Screen (IPDS) were
examined in 150 methadone-maintained patients who completed measures of
demographic, psychopathology, substance use, pain, and methadone maintenance
treatment (MMT) characteristics. An exploratory factor analysis revealed a two-factor
solution that explained 45% of the scale variance. The first factor captured internalizing
tendencies, such as inhibition and hypersensitivity to others. The second factor comprised
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externalizing tendencies, such as impulsivity and insensitivity to others. The IPDS item
subsets, derived factors, and the total score were significantly related to race/ethnicity but
not sex. The effects of race/ethnicity were controlled statistically when the IPDS was
compared to other measures of psychopathology, self-reported substance use, pain
variables, and MMT characteristics. In general, the IPDS appears to be reliable and valid
for use with methadone-maintained patients. The two-factor structure found in this study
may have clinical utility and merits further investigation in other MMT samples.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Reviews the book, Treatment of Late-Life Depression, Anxiety, Trauma, and Substance
Abuse, edited by Patricia A. Arean (see record 2014-25808-000). This book is written by
clinical psychologists and intended to be a resource for all mental health professionals
who work with older adults. It aims "to be a compendium of information on best practices
in treating mental disorders in late life". To support the "best practices" claim, the
evidence base for each treatment approach and its applicability to an older population is
carefully presented in each chapter. The book offers a practical, up-to-date set of tools that
can be used not only by those in the mental health disciplines to treat older patients, but
also by ancillary disciplines who will need to be recruited to fill the anticipated gap in
treatment community. It is an excellent presentation of the treatment of key clinical
problems in the older population. The book is detailed, specific, and thoroughly grounded
in evidence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

This study examined self-reported sexually abusive experiences in childhood and
adulthood as correlates of current drug use, alcohol abuse, and depression and
posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) symptoms. Participants were 204 Latina women
18-34 years old. Results indicated significant relationships between history of sexual
abuse (regardless of age of occurrence), depression symptoms, PTSD symptoms, alcohol
abuse, and drug use. When examined separately, childhood sexual abuse was associated
with symptoms of depression, PTSD, and substance use but not alcohol abuse behaviors.
Experiencing sexual abuse in adulthood was associated with symptoms of depression,
alcohol abuse behaviors, and substance use but not PTSD symptoms. Structural equation
modeling showed that substance use partially mediated the relationship between sexual
abuse and mental health outcomes. These findings suggest mental health and substance
use services should incorporate treatment for trauma, which may be the root of comorbid
mental health and substance use issues. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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103. Validation of the Individual and Community Empowerment inventory: A measure of rap music engagement
among first-year college students.
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Abstract:

Amid robust debates about the impact of music on the lives of young people, empirically
validated measures of music engagement are absent. The present study builds on the
construction of the Individual and Community Empowerment (ICE) inventory, a measure
to capture different types of empowerment and different types of risk potential from rap
music engagement. The scientific intent of the scale development and the present
validation study was to test the simultaneous presence of empowerment and risk
associated with music engagement and its application to the individual and community. A
unique sample existed for the present study in comparison to the original, with the bulk of
respondents being first-year college students and White. Results of the present study
suggest that the ICE inventory is an effective and comparative measure of risk and
empowerment. Major findings about the instrument's utility were replicated, but results
were divergent from original research on certain demographic trends with respect to
gender, age, and race/ethnicity. Empowering and risky music engagement scale means
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were higher among male and younger respondents. White respondents had significantly
lower mean scores than all other groups on empowerment scales, and African Americans
had lower scores on the individual risk scale than other groups. Each result suggests the
need for additional research. The validation of the ICE inventory offers promise for
helping to collect, organize, and interpret new data on associations between music
engagement and desirable health and well-being outcomes. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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104. Discharge planning for offenders with co-occurring disorders: The role of collaboration, medication, and staff.
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Abstract:

Concern for offenders with co-occurring disorders is increasing, and few studies have
examined the degree of discharge planning provided for this population. The study
explored how well the selected factors (medication, community support, and resources)
predict the degree of discharge planning for offenders with co-occurring disorders. A
secondary dataset using a national sample of administrators in criminal justice treatment
programs (N = 147) was used for the analysis. Provision of medication upon release was
the strongest predictor. Furthermore, the findings suggested collaborations with external
groups and having dedicated staff may impact the level of discharge planning. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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105. Abstention, alcohol consumption, and common somatic symptoms: The Hordaland Health Study (HUSK).

Page 84

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

Citation:

International Journal of Behavioral Medicine, February 2015, vol./is. 22/1(24-31),
1070-5503;1532-7558 (Feb 2015)

Author(s):

Skogen, Jens Christoffer; Knudsen, Ann Kristin; Myrtveit, Solbjorg Makalani; Sivertsen,
Borge

Correspondence Address:

Skogen, Jens Christoffer: Department of Public Mental Health, Norwegian Institute of
Public Health, Kalfarveien 31, Bergen, Norway, 5018, jens.christoffer.skogen@fhi.no

Institution:

Stavanger University Hospital, Stavanger, Norway; Division of Mental Health,
Norwegian Institute of Public Health, Bergen, Norway; Division of Mental Health,
Norwegian Institute of Public Health, Bergen, Norway; Division of Mental Health,
Norwegian Institute of Public Health, Bergen, Norway

Language:

English

Abstract:

Background: The association between alcohol consumption and somatic symptoms is
unclear. Purpose: The aim of this study was to examine the cross-sectional association
between the whole continuum of alcohol consumption, ranging from abstention to
high-level consumption, and the overall level of common somatic symptoms in a large
population-based sample. Methods: Data are from the Hordaland Health Study, conducted
in 1997-1999 with participants aged 40-46 years (N = 15,018). The main exposure was a
categorical variable based on self-reported abstention and alcohol consumption, while
self-reported overall level of somatic symptoms was the outcome. The outcome was
defined by the mean overall frequency of 17 commonly experienced somatic symptoms.
Potential confounders included sociodemographic information, somatic diagnoses, and
health-related behaviors. Linear regression models were computed in the statistical
analyses. Results: We found no association between different levels of alcohol
consumption and overall level of somatic symptoms. Abstainers reported, however, a
higher overall level of somatic symptoms compared to those who consumed alcohol at
any level, even after adjusting for potential confounders. Investigating the individual
somatic symptoms, we found that the abstainers had a higher frequency of 10 of the 17
symptoms compared to the remainder, while higher frequency was found for only 2
somatic symptoms among the 5 % with the highest alcohol consumption. Conclusions:
We found no support for an association between alcohol consumption and overall level of
somatic symptoms. There was, however, a small association between being abstinent and
increased level of somatic symptoms. These findings may have several different
explanations, and further investigation is called for. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Comments on an article by L. Jones et al. (see record 2014-10098-004). Jones et al. make
an important contribution in their recent systematic review of qualitative research on how
persons who inject drugs (PWID) perceive hepatitis C virus (HCV) screening and
diagnosis. HCV is a global public health problem, with over 170 million people infected.
The development of highly efficacious HCV treatment affords the potential to cure HCV
infections, and perhaps even eradicate HCV infection through improved primary
prevention, screening, linkage to care, treatment, and treatment as prevention. One
dominant theme in Jones et al. was the lack of clarity PWID had regarding HCV test
results which our qualitative study of both PWUD, found as well. Well-organized
qualitative data of people's understanding and perceptions of HCV testing and care, and
thoughtful and respectful application of decision science are promising strategies to
improve HCV care, and to advance efforts to eradicate HCV, among PWUD. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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bisexual men in Australia.
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Abstract:

This article presents a national, online, cross-sectional survey of 474 Australian gay and
bisexual men was conducted from August to December 2013. To be eligible for
participation, respondents had to be at least 18 years old, identify as gay or bisexual, or be
homosexually active, and currently live in Australia. Respondents were asked to answer
most items in regards to injecting ever or 'the past 6 months. The self-administered survey
took between 15 and 20 min to complete and respondents were not remunerated for their
participation. Bivariate logistic regression analyses were conducted to examine correlates
of sharing injecting equipment in the previous 6 months and to generate unadjusted odds
ratios (OR) and 95% confidence intervals. Respondents who shared any injecting
equipment in the previous 6 months were significantly more likely than respondents who
did not share equipment to have ever injected crystal in a sexual context (OR = 8.75, 95%
CI 1.05-72.70) and to spend much of their free time with gay men (OR = 3.06, 95% CI
1.01-9.23). While not reaching statistical significance, respondents who shared equipment
were also more likely to report that most or all of their friends were gay men (OR = 2.41,
95% CI 0.91-6.35). (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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108. A social cost perspective in the wake of the Portuguese strategy for the fight against drugs.
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Abstract:

The Portuguese National Strategy for the Fight Against Drugs (NSFAD), approved in
1999, was explicitly grounded on the values of humanism and pragmatism and paved the
way for the decriminalization of illicit drug use in Portugal in 2000. This paper presents
an analysis of the social costs of illicit drug use in the wake of the strategy's approval.
Taking into consideration health and non-health related costs, we find that that the social
cost of drugs decreased by 12% in the five years following the NSFAD's approval and by
a rather significant 18% in the eleven-year period following its approval. Whilst the
reduction of legal system costs (possibly associated with the decriminalization of drug
consumption) is clearly one of the main explanatory factors, it is not the only one. In
particular, the rather significant reduction of health-related costs has also played an
important role. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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109. Comparison of adverse obstetric outcomes and maternity hospitalization among heroin-exposed and
methadone-treated women in Taiwan.
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Abstract:

Aims: To identify sociodemographic and clinical factors predicting the overall risk of
adverse obstetric outcomes and the length of maternal hospital stay among
heroin-exposed and methadone-treated women in Taiwan. Methods: Using the
retrospective matched cohort study design, 396 births to women on methadone treatment
during pregnancy (the methadone-treated group) and 609 to women who started
methadone treatment after childbirth (the heroin-exposed group) were identified in the
National Methadone Maintenance Program. Adverse pregnancy outcomes were assessed
by still birth, low birth weight and preterm delivery. We used multivariate methods and
zero-truncated negative binomial regression to evaluate association estimates. Finding:
Both heroin-exposed and methadone-treated women had 2-4-fold greater risk of adverse
pregnancy outcomes. HIV infection increased the overall risk of adverse pregnancy
outcome in the methadone-treated group, whereas being unmarried and having treatment
history of substance use disorders increased such risk in the heroin-exposed group.
Maternal ages at delivery and healthcare facility used had moderate effects on the length
of maternal hospital stay; HIV infection significantly increased the length of hospital stay
for women in the heroin-exposed group (adjusted relative risk=1.32, 95% CI =
1.05-1.68). Conclusions: Our results showed no appreciable differences in the occurrence
of adverse obstetric outcomes and the length of maternity hospitalization between the
methadone-treated and the heroin-exposed women; the profile of sociodemographic and
clinical predictors was similar as well. Coordination of addiction treatment and prenatal
care may help reduce unfavorable obstetric outcomes among female heroin addicts
seeking substitution treatment. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

STATEMENT: All rights reserved.; HOLDER: Elsevier B.V.; YEAR: 2014

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Drug Abuse
*Heroin
*Methadone
*Pregnancy
Hospitalization
Human Females
Methadone Maintenance

Source:

PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available from Elsevier in International Journal of Drug Policy

110. An exploratory qualitative assessment of self-reported treatment outcomes and satisfaction among patients
accessing an innovative voluntary drug treatment centre in Malaysia.

Citation:

International Journal of Drug Policy, February 2015, vol./is. 26/2(175-182), 0955-3959
(Feb 2015)

Author(s):

Ghani, Mansur A; Brown, Shan-Estelle; Khan, Farrah; Wickersham, Jeffrey A; Lim, Sin
How; Dhaliwal, Sangeeth K; Kamarulzaman, Adeeba; Altice, Frederick L

Correspondence Address:

Altice, Frederick L.: Yale University School of Medicine, Department of Medicine,
Section of Infectious Diseases, AIDS Program, 135 College Street, Suite 323, New
Haven, CT, US, 06511, frederick.altice@yale.edu

Institution:

Yale University School of Medicine, Department of Medicine, Section of Infectious
Diseases, AIDS Program, New Haven, CT, US; Yale University School of Medicine,
Department of Medicine, Section of Infectious Diseases, AIDS Program, New Haven, CT,
US; Yale University School of Medicine, Department of Medicine, Section of Infectious
Diseases, AIDS Program, New Haven, CT, US; Yale University School of Medicine,
Department of Medicine, Section of Infectious Diseases, AIDS Program, New Haven, CT,
US; Centre of Excellence for Research in AIDS (CERiA), Department of Medicine,
Faculty of Medicine, University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; National Anti-Drug
Page 88

Evidence Services | library.nhs.uk

Agency, Ministry of Home Affairs, Malaysia; Yale University School of Medicine,
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Abstract:

Background: In Malaysia, compulsory drug detention centres (CDDCs) hold suspected
drug users for two years without adjudication. Acute detoxification without healthcare
access has been documented. CDDCs are criticized globally due to ineffectiveness in
treating addiction and human rights violations. In response, the Malaysian government
began transitioning these facilities into voluntary drug treatment centres known as "Cure
and Care" (C&C) centres that embrace a holistic treatment-based approach to drug
addiction rehabilitation. Methods: An explorative qualitative study was undertaken to
explore patient perspectives and satisfaction regarding treatment and services at the new
Cure and Care centre in Kota Bharu, Malaysia. A convenience sample of 20 patients was
recruited to participate in semi-structured in-depth interviews. Content analysis was used
to identify the salient themes. Results: Patients identified methadone treatment,
psychosocial programs, religious instruction, and recreational activities as important
factors contributing to treatment success for addressing both health and addiction needs.
Though many had previously been in a CDDC, adherence to treatment in the C&C centre
was perceived to be facilitated by the degree of social support, the voluntary nature and
the array of new programs available for selection. Conclusion: C&Cs represents a
dramatic shift in the Malaysian government's approach to drug addiction. Our findings
demonstrate positive patient experiences associated with the holistic treatment-based
approach of these centres. This exploratory study provides additional evidence to
document this ongoing policy transition and may guide continued expansion of new
holistic drug treatment programs across the country. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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111. Sexual identity, same-sex partners and risk behaviour among a community-based sample of young people in
Australia.
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Abstract:

Background: Young people who are same-sex attracted report higher rates of substance
use, sexual risk behaviour, and mental health problems. Numerous studies have shown
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that sexual identity, sexual behaviour and sexual attraction do not always correspond,
particularly among young people. We describe sexual identity, sexual partners, and
associations between sexual identity and risk in a community-based sample of young
people. Methods: From 2011 to 2013, young people (16-29 years) were recruited at a
music festival in Melbourne, Australia to self-complete a questionnaire. We describe
sexual identity and gender of anal/vaginal sex partners in the past year. Secondly, we
assess associations between risk behaviours, health outcomes and
gay/lesbian/bisexual/queer/questioning (GLBQQ)-identity using multivariable logistic
regression. Results: Among 3793 (91%) participants with complete data, 115 (9%) males
and 266 (11%) females were GLBQQ-identifying. Among GLBQQ-identifying males,
23% reported only same-sex partners, 34% reported both sex partners, 26% reported only
opposite-sex partners, 5% reported no sex partners in the past year, and 12% had never
had sex. Among GLBQQ-identifying females, 10% reported only same-sex partners, 22%
reported both sex partners, 48% reported only opposite-sex partners, 3% reported no sex
partners in the past year, and 17% had never had sex. Controlling for age and sex,
significant (p <0.05) associations with GLBQQ-identity included: recent drug use
(adjusted odds ratio [AOR] 1.7, 95%CI 1.3-2.2); ever injected drugs (AOR 5.7, 95%CI
3.3-9.7); young age at first sex (AOR 1.8, 95%CI 1.3-2.3); >11 lifetime sex partners
(AOR 1.5, 95%CI 1.1-2.0); multiple sex partners in the past year (AOR 1.9, 95%CI
1.5-2.5); and rating mental health as fair/poor (AOR 3.0, 95%CI 1.9-4.6). Conclusion:
Young people with GLBQQ-identity commonly engage in high risk behaviours and are
more at risk relative to their heterosexual-identifying peers. Targeted interventions to
promote the health and wellbeing of this group should account for the complexities of
identity and behaviour. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: The link between leisure and cannabis use has been widely studied, but less
so for young adults, and rarely with a focus on frequent cannabis use. Also, little is known
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about how changes in leisure develop over time and how they are related to transitions in
cannabis use and dependence. Method: As part of a 3-year longitudinal project, in a
qualitative study 47 frequent male and female young adult cannabis users with (n =23)
and without (n =24) dependence at baseline were interviewed in-depth after 1.5 and 3
years. Results: Frequent cannabis users (at baseline >3 days per week in the past 12
months) are involved in similar leisure activities as the general young adult population
and live rather conventional lives, generally away from a delinquent subculture. They
mostly regulate their cannabis use to leisure time, to enhance other leisure activities,
including socialising and video gaming. While they often give precedence to
responsibilities (e.g. work and study), dependent and non-dependent users differed in
whether they actively adapted their leisure activities to their cannabis use, or their
cannabis use to their leisure time. Both types of and time spent on leisure activities were
associated with transitions in use and dependence. Conclusions: While our findings
generally support the normalisation thesis, it is questionable whether frequent but
non-problematic cannabis use is socially accepted in wider society. This study also
questions the diagnostic dependence vs. non-dependence dichotomy, and adds finer
distinctions to the concept of cannabis dependence. Implications for prevention and
treatment include facilitating structured spending of leisure time (e.g. sports), and
targeting frequent users who spent much leisure time video gaming at home. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: While several studies have shown a high association between cannabis use
and use of other illicit drugs, the predictors of progression from cannabis to other illicit
drugs remain largely unknown. This study aims to estimate the cumulative probability of
progression to illicit drug use among individuals with lifetime history of cannabis use,
and to identify predictors of progression from cannabis use to other illicit drugs use.
Methods: Analyses were conducted on the sub-sample of participants in Wave 1of the
National Epidemiological Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions (NESARC) who
started cannabis use before using any other drug (n =6624). Estimated projections of the
cumulative probability of progression from cannabis use to use of any other illegal drug
use in the general population were obtained by the standard actuarial method. Univariate
and multivariable survival analyses with time-varying covariates were implemented to
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identify predictors of progression to any drug use. Results: Lifetime cumulative
probability estimates indicated that 44.7% of individuals with lifetime cannabis use
progressed to other illicit drug use at some time in their lives. Several sociodemographic
characteristics, internalizing and externalizing psychiatric disorders and indicators of
substance use severity predicted progression from cannabis use to other illicit drugs use.
Conclusion: A large proportion of individuals who use cannabis go on to use other illegal
drugs. The increased risk of progression from cannabis use to other illicit drugs use
among individuals with mental disorders underscores the importance of considering the
benefits and adverse effects of changes in cannabis regulations and of developing
prevention and treatment strategies directed at curtailing cannabis use in these
populations. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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114. Age at first use of alcohol predicts the risk of heavy alcohol use in early adulthood: A longitudinal study in the
United States.
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Abstract:

Background: Two ecological cross-sectional studies which relied on national survey data
(U.S. and Australia) have shown that starting drinking at a younger age increases the
frequency of heavy drinking in the general population, including those with good mental
and physical health status. This study further investigates the hypothesis that age at first
use of alcohol increases the risk of heavy alcohol use by applying data from a longitudinal
study. Method: This study used public-use data collected from Wave I, Wave III and
Wave IV of the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health in the United States.
The association between age at first use of alcohol and heavy alcohol use (5+ drinks per
occasion) was examined with two different multivariate analysis approaches with data
from 2316 participants: ordered logistic regression models and Poisson regression models
with longitudinal data settings. In addition, the newly developed proxy outcome approach
was further used to estimate and adjust for unmeasured/unobserved confounding factors.
Results: Age at first use of alcohol before 18 years was associated significantly higher
risk of heavy alcohol use at follow-up. Conclusion: After adjusting for known and
residual confounders, younger age at first use of alcohol was associated with significantly
higher risk of heavy alcohol use, moreover, we posit that the association observed from
this longitudinal study is probably causal. Abstinence from alcohol until the age of 18
years will likely reduce individual risk of alcohol-related problems in adulthood. In the
longer term, delayed onset of exposure with widespread abstinence among this age group
is also likely to reduce the overall prevalence of alcohol-related problems in the general
population. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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115. Cannabis social clubs in Belgium: Organizational strengths and weaknesses, and threats to the model.
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Abstract:

Background: Cannabis Social Clubs (CSCs) are private organizations or clubs of users
that produce cannabis for non-profit distribution to adult members to meet their personal
needs without having to turn to the black market. CSCs can be found in many countries,
but the term often covers very different empirical realities. Inspired by the Spanish CSCs
and similarly taking advantage of a grey area in the Belgian cannabis legislation, Belgian
cannabis activists set up the first Belgian CSC in 2006, and there are now at least 5
Belgian CSCs. The paper's main objective is to analyse the (internal) strengths and
weaknesses and the (external) opportunities and threats of the model, as it exists today.
Methods: The paper draws on a review of international literature and qualitative data on
the Belgian cannabis social clubs. Field visits and interviews were conducted with each
club. We analysed membership application forms, cultivation protocols and contracts with
growers, cannabis ownership certificates of members, information leaflets, the clubs'
websites, and all media articles and documentaries on the clubs in the Belgian media.
Results: The paper describes the membership criteria and house rules, the members'
profile, the organization and protocols for cannabis production, the distribution of
cannabis through 'exchange fairs', the administrative features of the clubs and their
contacts with other CSCs and with local authorities, the drug sector and the media.
Belgian CSCs seem not profit-driven, and operate as a system in which cannabis is not
too easily available. The clubs have fairly direct control over the quality and the potency
of the cannabis they distribute. The model offers important potential opportunities, in
terms of economic advantages and monitoring consumption patterns. The main threats to
Belgian CSCs consist of attempts to criminalize the model, the emergence of profit-driven
clubs and systemic violence from criminal entrepreneurs. Weaknesses of the model relate
to the unstable or transient nature of the clubs, the transparency of their operational
procedures, the superficiality of their quality control strategies, and the risk of morphing
into marketing enterprises. Conclusions: The CSC model could be a safe and feasible
option for policymakers to move a meaningful distance along the spectrum towards
legally regulated cannabis markets without crossing over to full commercial availability.
Governmental regulation could convert weaknesses and threats to the model into
strengths and opportunities to ensure best practice. If authorities refrain from action, the
model might dilute and evolve in a similar way as the Spanish CSCs did recently, with the
establishment of large, commercial clubs. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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116. How credible are international databases for understanding substance use and related problems?
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Abstract:

This editorial aims to raise critical awareness in researchers, scientific experts and policy
makers about interpreting and using data from international information systems,
especially when making cross-national comparisons. The issue is particularly critical if
the sources for such data are not disclosed in an explicit and accessible way. We can only
make sensible use of international comparative data if we truly understand the processes
by which the data are produced. The examples also raise critical issues about the role of
experts who supply data to European or international databases. The data described in this
editorial play an important role in the daily political discourse on drug and alcohol policy
and frequently referred to in scientific publications. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Online purposive samples have unknown biases and may not strictly be used to make
inferences about wider populations, yet such inferences continue to occur. We compared
the demographic and drug use characteristics of Australian ecstasy users from a
probability (National Drug Strategy Household Survey, n = 726) and purposive sample
(online survey conducted as part of a mixed-methods study of online drug discussion, n =
753) using nonparametric (bootstrap) and meta-analysis techniques. We found significant
differences in demographics and drug use prevalence. Ideally, online purposive samples
of hidden populations should be interpreted in conjunction with probability samples and
ethnographic fieldwork. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This letter discusses the synthetic growth hormone releasers detected in seized drugs:
New trends in the use of drugs for performance enhancement. Systematic
intelligence-gathering concerning new trends in substance use for performance
enhancement purposes and the harms it may cause is needed urgently, especially as
tailored public health responses are limited. Health-care professionals encountering users
seeking treatment or health-related advice relating to 'performance-enhancing drugs'
should be aware of the variety of new drugs on the market. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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119. Capturing illicit drug use where and when it happens: An ecological momentary assessment of the social,
physical and activity environment of using versus craving illicit drugs.
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Abstract:

Aims: To understand the environmental and contextual influences of illicit cocaine and
heroin use and craving using mobile health (mHealth) methods. Design: Interactive
mHealth methods of ecological momentary assessment (EMA) were utilized in the
Exposure Assessment in Current Time (EXACT) study to assess drug use and craving
among urban drug users in real time. Participants were provided with mobile devices and
asked to self-report every time they either craved (without using) or used heroin or
cocaine for 30 days from November 2008 through May 2013. Setting: Baltimore, MD,
USA. Participants: A total of 109 participants from the AIDS Linked to the IntraVenous
Experience (ALIVE) study. Measurements: For each drug use or craving event,
participants answered questions concerning their drug use, current mood and their social,
physical and activity environments. Odds ratios (OR) of drug use versus craving were
obtained from logistic regression models with generalized estimating equations of all
reported events. Findings: Participants were a median of 48.5 years old, 90% African
American, 52% male and 59% HIV-infected. Participants were significantly more likely
to report use rather than craving drugs if they were with someone who was using drugs
[adjusted odds ratio (aOR) = 1.45, 95% confidence interval (CI) = 1.13, 1.86), in an
abandoned space (aOR = 6.65, 95% CI = 1.78, 24.84) or walking/wandering (aOR = 1.68,
95% CI = 1.11, 2.54). Craving drugs was associated with being with a child (aOR = 0.26,
95% CI = 0.12, 0.59), eating (aOR = 0.54, 95% CI = 0.34, 0.85) or being at the doctor's
office (aOR = 0.31, 95% CI = 0.12, 0.80). Conclusions: There are distinct drug using and
craving environments among urban drug users, which may provide a framework for
developing real-time context-sensitive interventions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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120. Alcohol in the second half of life: Do usual quantity and frequency of drinking to intoxication increase with
increased drinking frequency?
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Abstract:

Aims: We investigated if increased drinking frequency among adults in the second half of
life co-occurred with increased usual quantity and increased intoxication frequency.
Design: Two-wave panel study. Setting: Norway. Participants: Norwegian adults (1017
women and 959 men) aged 40-79 years. Measurements: Drinking frequency, usual
quantity and intoxication frequency was measured by self-report in 2002/03 and again in
2007/08. Information about gender, age and level of education was obtained from the
public register. Health was collected by self-report. Findings: Because of a significant
gender x change in drinking frequency interaction effect on change in intoxication
frequency (b = 0.02, P = 0.013), women and men were analysed separately. After
adjusting for covariates, women who increase their drinking frequency showed a
non-significant decrease in usual quantity [low initial usual quantity (LIUQ): = -0.01, P =
0.879; high initial usual quantity (HIUQ): = -0.06, P = 0.164] and a non-significant
increase in intoxication frequency (LIUQ: = 0.04, P = 0.569; HIUQ: = 0.09, P = 0.251).
Men who increased their drinking frequency showed a small decrease in usual quantity
(LIUQ: = -0.06, P = 0.049; HIUQ: = -0.05, P = 0.002) and a small increase in intoxication
frequency (LIUQ: = 0.05, P = 0.035; HIUQ: = 0.13, P = 0.004). Conclusion: Among
Norwegian adults in the second half of life, increased drinking frequency appears to be
associated with a small reduction in usual quantity, and a small increase in frequency of
drinking to intoxication. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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121. Acute alcohol use among suicide decedents in 14 US states: Impacts of off-premise and on-premise alcohol outlet
density.
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Abstract:

Aims: To estimate the association between per capita alcohol retail outlet density and
blood alcohol concentration (BAC) from 51 547 suicide decedents and to analyse the
relationship between alcohol outlet density and socio-demographic characteristics among
alcohol-positive suicide decedents in the United States by racial/ethnic groups and
method of suicide. Design: Analysis of US data, 2003-11, National Violent Death
Reporting System. Setting: Suicide decedents from 14 US states. Participants: A total of
51 347 suicide decedents tested for BAC. Measurements: BAC and levels were derived
from coroner/medical examiner reports. Densities of county level on-premises and
off-premises alcohol retail outlets were calculated using the 2010 Census. Findings:
Multi-level logistic regression models suggested that higher off-premises alcohol outlet
densities were associated with greater proportions of alcohol-related suicides among
men-for suicides with alcohol present [BAC >0; adjusted odds ratio (AOR) = 1.08, 95%
confidence interval (CI) = 1.03-1.13]. Interactions between outlet density and decedents'
characteristics were also tested. There was an interaction between off-premises alcohol
availability and American Indian/Alaska Native race (AOR = 1.36; 95% CI = 1.10-1.69)
such that this subgroup had highest BAC positivity. On-premises density was also
associated with BAC >0 (AOR = 1.07; 95% CI = 1.03-1.11) and BAC >0.08 (AOR =
1.05; 95% CI = 1.02-1.09) among male decedents. Conclusions: In the United States, the
density of both on- and off-premises alcohol outlets in a county is associated positively
with alcohol-related suicide, especially among American Indians/Alaska Natives.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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122. Relative risk of injury from acute alcohol consumption: Modeling the dose-response relationship in emergency
department data from 18 countries.
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Abstract:

Aims: To update and extend analysis of the dose-response relationship of injury and
drinking by demographic and injury subgroups and country-level drinking pattern, and
examine the validity and efficiency of the fractional polynomial approach to modeling
this relationship. Design: Pair-matched case-cross-over analysis of drinking prior to
injury, using categorical step-function and fractional polynomial analysis. Setting:
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Thirty-seven emergency departments (EDs) across 18 countries. Participants: A total of
13 119 injured drinkers arriving at the ED within 6 hours of the event. Measurements:
The dose-response relationship was analyzed by gender, age, cause of injury (traffic,
violence, fall, other) and country detrimental drinking pattern (DDP). Findings: Estimated
risks were similar between the two analytical methods, with injury risk doubling at one
drink [odds ratio (OR) = 2.3-2.7] and peaking at about 30 drinks. Although risk was
similar for males and females up to three drinks (OR = 4.6), it appeared to increase more
rapidly for females and was significantly higher starting from 20 drinks [female OR =
28.6; confidence interval (CI) = 16.8, 48.9; male OR = 12.8; CI = 10.1, 16.3]. No
significant differences were found across age groups. Risk was significantly higher for
violence-related injury than for other causes across the volume range. Risk was also
higher at all volumes for DDP-3 compared with DDP-2 countries. Conclusions: There is
an increasing risk relationship between alcohol and injury but risk is not uniform across
gender, cause of injury or country drinking pattern. The fractional polynomial approach is
a valid and efficient approach for modeling the alcohol injury risk relationship.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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123. Commentary on Degenhardt et al (2015): A new formulation for research.
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Abstract:

Comments on an article by L. Degenhardt et al. (see record 2015-04079-008). The
promise of a new approach to abuse-deterrence devolved into disappointment: the
OxyContin label originally approved by FDA indicated that the controlled-release
characteristics of OxyContin were believed to reduce its potential for abuse. Degenhardt
et al. are commended for including needle exchange and other direct service
organizations. While the outcomes of this study are abuse/addiction and overdose,
bloodborne infection transmission should not be overlooked. Finally, drug user
representation in contextualizing study design is an ethical necessity, adhering to the
'nothing about us without us' principle. Drug user representation has been lacking in
regulatory and industry discussions worldwide. The National Opioid Medications Abuse
Deterrence (NOMAD) study's close connection to drug users is the very earliest shift
towards more civil society representation in research. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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124. Evaluating the potential impact of a reformulated version of oxycodone upon tampering, non-adherence and
diversion of opioids: The National Opioid Medications Abuse Deterrence (NOMAD) study protocol.
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Abstract:

Aims: A new oxycodone formulation (Reformulated OxyContin) was released in
Australia, early 2014. It was developed as a tamper-resistant ('abuse-deterrent')
formulation of the drug. We summarize methods used in the National Opioid Medication
Abuse Deterrence (NOMAD) study, which will examine: (i) whether there is a reduction
in extra-medical use (including via tampering) of OxyContin following the introduction
of Reformulated OxyContin; (ii) potential changes in extra-medical use of
non-abuse-deterrent forms of oxycodone, other pharmaceutical opioids and illicit drugs;
(iii) whether methods of tampering with Reformulated OxyContin become widespread
over time; (iv) Reformulated OxyContin's attractiveness on the illicit market; and (v)
sales, prescriptions and harms related to OxyContin and other drugs. Methods: There are
three major components. First, analyses of existing routine data sources such as:
pharmaceutical sales; prescribing data; data on drug overdose deaths; and survey data on
drug use in the general population and among people who inject drugs; secondly, specific
data on OxyContin collected through the Illicit Drug Reporting System; and thirdly, a
prospective cohort of n = 606 people who regularly misuse or tamper with pharmaceutical
opioids was formed prior to the introduction of Reformulated OxyContin, followed-up
twice post-release to examine potential changes after Reformulated OxyContin's
introduction. Discussion: The study's strengths lie in varied data collections; interrupted
time-series analysis; and prospective cohort. To our knowledge, this is one of the most
comprehensive and transparently conducted studies conducted to date of the potential
impact of an opioid medication upon use, tampering and diversion. Results have the
potential to inform policymakers, clinicians, consumers and researchers alike. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Aims: To discuss an historical episode in which obesity was conceptualized as an
addictive disorder and declared to be a major epidemic in the early postwar United States.
This history illuminates past consequences of framing obesity as an addiction in ways that
may inform constructive policy responses today. Methods: Review of secondary and
primary sources, including archival documents, relating to obesity in biomedical and
popular thought of the 1940s and 1950s. Results: In the United States in the late 1940s
and 1950s, new medical thinking about obesity reinterpreted overweight and obesity as
chiefly the consequence of addiction (understood in the then dominant psychodynamic
theory as a psychological defect, oral fixation). This new conception was rapidly taken up
in popular discourse and clinical practice, with adverse effects through amplification of
weight stigma. Further, in the conservative political context, the addiction concept
contributed to an ineffective policy response to the alarming new epidemiological
evidence about obesity's consequences. Despite a lack of evidence for efficacy of the
intervention, public health efforts focused on correcting individual eating behaviour
among obese people by encouraging self-help in lay groups modelled, in part, on
Alcoholics Anonymous. Population-level intervention was neglected. Conclusions:
Current public health policy initiatives must be mindful of the risks of reframing obesity
as an addiction. These include inadvertently reinforcing stigma, narrowing responses to
those aiming to modify individual behaviour and biology and neglecting population
policies aiming to reduce the consumption of energy-dense foods, as all occurred in the
1950s United States. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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126. Multiple ambiguities in the measurement of drug craving.
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Abstract:

Comments on article by Stephen. J. Wilson & Michael. A. Sayette (see record
2014-31533-001). Craving is a core feature of all addictive disorders, exemplified by its
inclusion in the new DSM-5. However, investigating the neurobiology of craving is
fraught with ambiguity. Wilson & Sayette raise the intriguing possibility that these
studies, rather than probing the neural correlates of clinically relevant craving, could be
unintentionally measuring low-level desire. The authors conclude that consideration of
urge intensity in imaging studies could help to clarify the neurobiological basis of
overpowering, clinically relevant craving. First, it will be important to disentangle the
multifaceted construct of craving from the effects of deprivation or withdrawal. Secondly,
it will be important to integrate craving measures more effectively with imaging
measures. This consideration can help to maximize applicability across multiple
addictions and enable more precise investigation of the underlying craving construct. In
sum, it is agree that the neurobiology of craving, despite being a long-standing focus of
intense basic and clinical investigation, remains unclear. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

This editorial discusses the transition of China's drug policy. China's drug policy has
showed a shift from the penalty-orientated management to a health-orientated one.
However, problems in practice jeopardize this shift. In this editorial, we highlight
problems and recommendations to improve treatment of substance users in China. In
China, conflicts between official policy and the legal system persist with regard to many
socially marginalized populations such as drug users. Contradictory to its public health
efforts, the government is also waging a 'national war-on-drugs' that seeks to limit drug
use by confining users. Another concern is the quality of services provided. Without
coordination with related services, most methadone maintenance treatment (MMT) sites
do not offer comprehensive services and focus solely upon administering methadone.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Dual diagnosis is associated with frequent relapse, poor treatment engagement and overall
unsatisfactory treatment outcomes. A comprehensive review of the contemporary
literature examining this issue was conducted, finding a paucity of literature concerning
dual diagnosis in older adults. Of the literature appraised for this review, a number of
studies examined US Veteran's Affairs populations, which were largely male. Studies
concerning older mental health populations were scarce. During the literature search, a
number of background studies that influenced contemporary research regarding dual
diagnosis in older adults were found; these studies were examined regarding their
contribution to contemporary paradigms concerning older adults with co-occurring mental
illness and substance use disorders. This review presents the results of the contemporary
literature concerning dual diagnosis in older adults. Several recurring themes emerge from
the literature, including the notion of a statistically small population that, in absolute
terms, represents a sizeable number of individuals coming to the attention of aged mental
health services in the future. Additionally, the potential for under-diagnosis in this cohort
is highlighted, potentially creating a hidden population of older adults with dual
diagnosis. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Community corrections provide a readjustment venue for re-entry between incarceration
and home for inmates in the US corrections system. Our goal was to determine how
self-management skills, an important predictor of re-entry success, varied by
demographic and risk factors. In this cross-sectional study, we analyzed responses of 675
clients from 57 community corrections programs run by the regional division of the
Federal Bureau of Prisons. A self-administered survey collected data on self-management
skills, demographics, and risk factors; significant associations were applied in four
regression models: the overall self-management score and three self-management
subscales: coping skills, goals, and drug use. Over one-quarter (27.2%/146) of
participants had a mental health history. White race, no mental health history and high
school education were associated with better overall self-management scores; mental
health history and drug use in the past year were associated with lower coping scores;
female gender and high school education were associated with better self-management
goals; female gender was associated with better self-management drug use scores.
Self-management programs may need to be individualized for different groups of clients.
Lower scores for those with less education suggest an area for targeted, nurse-led
interventions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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130. Review of Dialectical behavior therapy for at-risk adolescents: A practitioner's guide to treating challenging
behavior problems.
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Abstract:

Reviews the book, Dialectical Behavior Therapy for At-Risk Adolescents: A
Practitioner's Guide to Treating Challenging Behavior Problems by Pat Harvey and Britt
H. Rathbone (see record 2014-07977-000). This book provides a nice introduction to
Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT) that is suitable for trainees who are just beginning
clinical work as well as for more seasoned clinicians who wish to incorporate DBT into
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their clinical practice. The first half of the book provides a general overview of DBT
foundational theories and the components of a standard DBT treatment, including
individual therapy, skills training group, coaching calls to clients, and a consultation team
to provide support to clinicians. The second half of the book focuses on targeted
approaches to treating self injury, suicidal ideation, substance abuse, disordered eating,
disruptive behaviors, and anxiety. The authors frame each of these behaviors as a
maladaptive emotion regulation strategy, and they discuss how to set up a hierarchy of
treatment targets. The authors frequently provide clinical vignettes with samples of
in-session dialogue and examples of completed chain analysis. This book is a quick read
and the writing is clear, concise, easy to understand, and well suited to a reader with
minimal previous exposure to DBT. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Patients with psychiatric disorders exhibit several neurobehavioral and
neuropsychological alterations compared to healthy controls. However, signature
endpoints of these behavioral manifestations have not yet been translated into clinical
tests for diagnosis and follow-up measures. Recently, neuroproteomic approaches have
been utilized to identify unique signature markers indicative of these disorders.
Development of reliable biomarkers has the potential to revolutionize the diagnosis,
classification, and monitoring of clinical responses in psychiatric diseases. However, the
lack of biological gold standards, the evolving nosology of psychiatric disorders, and the
complexity of the nervous system are among the major challenges that have hindered
efforts to develop reliable biomarkers in the field of neuropsychiatry and drug abuse.
While biomarkers currently have a limited role in the area of neuropsychiatry, several
promising biomarkers have been proposed in conditions such as dementia, schizophrenia,
depression, suicide, and addiction. One of the primary objectives of this review is to
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discuss the role of proteomics in the development of biomarkers specific to
neuropsychiatry. We discuss and evaluate currently available biomarkers as well as those
that are under research for clinical use in the future. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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132. Implementing DBT in a Public Addiction Service: The search for an essential synthesis of two systems.

Original Title:

Implementazione della DBT in un Servizio per le Tossicodipendenze: I'inevitabile ricerca
di una sintesi tra sistemi.

Citation:

Rivista Sperimentale di Freniatria: La Rivista della Salute Mentale, 2014, vol./is.
138/3(141-158), 1129-6437 (2014)

Author(s):

Spotti, Rossana; Cabrini, Silvia; Uber, Elena; Draisci, Angela; Limonta, Giuliano; Bonfa,
Flavio

Correspondence Address:

Bonfa, Flavio, Via Liberta 6, Cortemaggiore, Italy, 29016, f.bonfa@ausl.pc.it

Institution:

Dipartimento Salute Mentale e Dipendenze Patologiche, AUSL di Piacenza, Piacenza,
Italy; Dipartimento Salute Mentale e Dipendenze Patologiche, AUSL di Piacenza,
Piacenza, Italy; Dipartimento Salute Mentale e Dipendenze Patologiche, AUSL di
Piacenza, Piacenza, Italy; Dipartimento Salute Mentale e Dipendenze Patologiche, AUSL
di Piacenza, Piacenza, Italy; Dipartimento Salute Mentale e Dipendenze Patologiche,
AUSL di Piacenza, Piacenza, Italy

Language:

Italian

Abstract:

The present paper describes the process of implementation of the Dialectical Behavior
Therapy (DBT) protocol in a public health service for addiction treatment, and it explores
its feasibility through the analysis of a case report. DBT is a standardized and
evidence-based protocol for the treatment of severe personality disorders, in particular for
borderline personality disorder clients. In our experience it has been crucial to inform and
to involve the whole institutional clinic team in the process of implementation of a new
therapeutic protocol that will be conducted by an ad hoc subgroup. The paper will outline
the resistances and the dialectics associated to this implementation process: our
experience has pinpointed three major dilemmas: (1) Institutional rules versus DBT rules.
(2) applying a partial DBT protocol versus applying a standard DBT protocol, (3)
integrating DBT info the Service versus isolating the DBT protocol from the "hosting"
service. A case report will be presented, which has specific features (i.e. the clinical
characteristics of the client and the timeline of the treatment) which allows to observe the
implementation process of the DBT protocol into the pre-existing service. The
implementation process of the standard DBT protocol has been conducted parallel to the
actual use of this protocol in extremely serious clients. This dual process has allowed a
good adhesion to the therapeutic program both for clients and for the clinicians. Based to
our experience and to the literature we believe that the implementation process must be
interweaved with the treatment. In our experience this integration has allowed to maintain
adherence to the standard treatment protocol and to solve criticality both in the DBT team
and in the larger clinical team. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Introduction: Domestic squalor which is caused by many psychiatric and not psychiatric
diseases may lead to many serious problems for patients and their intimates. In our
country there are not any data about the prevalence and the reasons of these houses. In
this study, within the scope of Community Mental Health Service, it is aimed to locate
these houses in Zeytinburnu and to gather information about the patients and their
intimates and to evaluate the people living in these houses according to Hoarding, a new
DSM-5 diagnosis. Methods: Within the scope of Zeytinburnu Community Mental Health
Center, some field scanning has been done and domestic squalor have been evaluated
with Living Condition Rating Scale for one year. In this scale, the socio-demographic data
which have been got from the patients who live in the houses which are labeled as
moderate-squalor and severe squalor and features of the disease are evaluated. Findings:
Forty-two moderate squalor and severe squalor have been reached in a year in
Zeytinburnu and it has been determined that 103 people live in these houses. Sixty people
out of 103 have had a psychiatric disease (psychotic disorder 27-26.2%, common
developmental disorder and mental retardation 16-15.5%, dementia 7-6.8%, alcohol drug
addiction 6-%5.8 and mood disorder 4-3.9%). Forty-one of these people (39.9%) have
had the litter houses as a result of inconvenient storage of things. 13 patients who store
things show the symptoms of DSM-5 Hoarding disorder. Discussion: Domestic squalor is
a serious mental health and social health problem in our country as in developed counties.
In other countries, especially there are people who live alone in these houses, whereas in
our study it is found that more than one person, whether they are sick or not, live in these
houses. It is essential for community mental health centers to determine the psychiatric
patients who live in these houses and to be organized to arrange the necessary
interventions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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134. Investigation of mindfulness and aflecting factors of mindfulness among substance users and non users.
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Abstract:

Objective: The aim of this study is to investigate the factors which affect the mindfulness
and trying to determine the role of mindfulness on addiction. In this regard, the aim is to
review the use of practicing mindfulness based therapies in the treatment. Methods: One
hundred ninety one patients who have been taking treatment in Alcohol and Substance
Addiction/Abuse Research and Treatment Center were included in the substance users
group. A total of one hundred people, comprised of seventy five teachers and twenty five
bank clerks, were included in the non-users group. Mindful Attention Awareness Scale
(MAAS), General Health Questionnaire (GHQ), White Bear Suppression Inventory
(WBSI), Meta-cognitions questionnaire (MCQ-30), The Emotion Regulation
Questionnaire (ERQ), MMPI Impulsivity Scale (IMP), SCID-I, Structured Clinical
Interview for DSM-IV Axis I Disorders were administered to the participants. Results:
There were no significant differences of mindfulness levels between the addicted and
non-addicted groups. When two groups were compared, statistically significant
differences of IMP, WBSI, MCQ-30, ERQ suppression subscale and GHQ levels were
observed. Lower levels of mindfulness were observed on users who did not receive any
treatment in the past and users of non-alcoholic substances. Conclusion: In light of the
results of this study, it was determined that albeit the significant differences between the
levels of factors which are known to affect mindfulness, including metacognition,
repression, impulsivity and physical problems, between groups, there was insignificant
difference of mindfulness level observed in both the addicted and non-addicted groups,
and this observation was deemed a trace of MAAS scale failing to properly measure the
Mindfulness level. The significantly different levels of factors which affect the
mindfulness observed in the addicted group indicate that the Mindfulness therapy might
be beneficial in addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Alcoholism
*Drug Abuse
*Mindfulness
General Health Questionnaire

Source:

PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available from ProQuest in Anadolu Psikiyatri Dergisi; Note: ; Collection notes: If asked
to log in click "Athens Login" and then select "NHSEngland" in the drop down list of
institutions.

135. Need for early diagnosis of mental and mobility changes in Wernicke encephalopathy.
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Abstract:

Korsakoff syndrome is a chronic form of amnesia resulting from thiamine deficiency. The
syndrome can develop from unrecognized or undertreated Wernicke encephalopathy. The
intra-individual course of Wernicke-Korsakoff syndrome has not been studied
extensively, nor has the temporal progression of gait disturbances and other symptoms of
Wernicke encephalopathy. Here we present the detailed history of a patient whose acute
symptoms of Wernicke encephalopathy were far from stable. We follow his mobility
changes and the shifts in his mental status from global confusion and impaired
consciousness to more selective cognitive deficits. His Wernicke encephalopathy was
missed and left untreated, being labeled as "probable" Korsakoff syndrome. Patients with
a history of selfneglect and alcohol abuse, at risk of or suffering with Wernicke
encephalopathy, should receive immediate and adequate vitamin replacement.
Self-neglecting alcoholics who are bedridden may have severe illness and probably active
Wernicke encephalopathy. In these patients, mobility changes, delirium, or impaired
consciousness can be an expression of Wernicke encephalopathy, and should be treated to
prevent further damage from the neurologic complications of thiamine deficiency.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Pathological Internet use (PIU) occurs when excessive Internet use results in addictive
symptoms that exert detrimental consequences on one's overall functioning and
well-being. Poor family functioning has been found to be associated with youths'
addictive Internet use, and parental use of active and restrictive mediation has been found
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to reduce online risk. The current study aims to test if parental active and restrictive
mediation strategies are negatively associated with youths' PIU. Additionally, it also tests
the effectiveness of these strategies as a function of the broader family environment with
measures of parent-child attachment, family communication, and the youth's comfort with
living at home. The data of 3,079 students in Singapore were analyzed through a series of
logistic regressions. The results revealed that the family environment for students with
PIU was significantly less positive. Only restrictive mediation was found to be negatively
associated with PIU. This relation was stronger for higher levels of attachment,
communication, and comfort at home, implying that the effectiveness of restrictive
mediation varies with the degree of warmth and support in the general family
environment. The implications are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This study explored the pattern of video game usage and video game addiction among
male college students and examined how video game addiction was related to
expectations of college engagement, college grade point average (GPA), and on-campus
drug and alcohol violations. Participants were 477 male, first year students at a liberal arts
college. In the week before the start of classes, participants were given two surveys: one
of expected college engagement, and the second of video game usage, including a
measure of video game addiction. Results suggested that video game addiction is (a)
negatively correlated with expected college engagement, (b) negatively correlated with
college GPA, even when controlling for high school GPA, and (c) negatively correlated
with drug and alcohol violations that occurred during the first year in college. Results are
discussed in terms of implications for male students' engagement and success in college,
and in terms of the construct validity of video game addiction. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Ethics, competence and autonomy of person with mental illness are
dynamic in nature and vary significantly across time. Psychiatry as a medical science has
been under constant scrutiny. Psychiatric disorders in general are still wrought with
significant stigma, myths and biases. Attributions regarding the causation of illness are
still colored with religious and supernatural fervor, and medical treatments are regarded
with suspicion or considered ineffective or addictive. Considering the various dimensions
of psychiatry, ethics plays a crucial role in safeguarding psychiatry as a profession. Ethics
helps psychiatrists to be transparent and accountable in their practice. It also helps us to
protect the rights of the persons with mental illness. Ethical guidelines have been put
forward by various national and international organizations for different groups of
practitioners. In India, a code of ethics for psychiatrists was put forward by a committee
which was approved by the Indian Psychiatric Society at its Annual National conference
at Cuttack, Orissa (India) in 1989. The code was based on principles of responsibility,
competence, benevolence, moral standard, patient welfare and confidentiality. The ethical
obligation of the psychiatrist includes, acting in the best interest of the patient, doing no
harm, and observing justice. In general, it can be seen that forums and discussions
regarding ethical issues and guidelines mostly pertain to research rather than clinical
practice. Teaching ethics in psychiatry during post-graduate training is generally lacking.
In the light of such disparities, this chapter discusses ethical issues in psychiatry in
clinical practice and research separately. Though legal issues are part of ethics at large,
the authors in this chapter have focused more on ethical issues. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Choosing one reward above another is important for achieving adaptive life goals. Yet
hijacked into excessive intensity in disorders such as addiction, single-minded pursuit
becomes maladaptive. Here, we report that optogenetic channelrhodopsin stimulation of
neurons in central nucleus of amygdala (CeA), paired with earning a particular sucrose
reward in rats, amplified and narrowed incentive motivation to that single reward target.
Therefore, CeA rats chose and intensely pursued only the laser-paired sucrose reward
while ignoring an equally good sucrose alternative. In contrast, reward-paired stimulation
of basolateral amygdala did not hijack choice. In a separate measure of incentive
motivation, CeA stimulation also increased the progressive ratio breakpoint or level of
effort exerted to obtain sucrose reward. However, CeA stimulation by itself failed to
support behavioral self-stimulation in the absence of any paired external food reward,
suggesting that CeA photo-excitation specifically transformed the value of its external
reward (rather than adding an internal reinforcement state). Nor did CeA stimulation by
itself induce any aversive state that motivated escape. Finally, CeA stimulation also failed
to enhance 'liking' reactions elicited by sucrose taste and did not simply increase the
general motivation to eat. This pattern suggests that CeA photo-excitation specifically
enhances and narrows incentive motivation to pursue an associated external reward at the
expense of another comparable reward. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: The Authors; YEAR: 2014

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Amygdala
*Genetics
*Incentives
*Motivation
*Rewards
Rats

Source:

PsycINFO

140. Stereotactic neurosurgery for drug addiction.

Citation:

Neurosurgical treatments for psychiatric disorders., 2015(161-173) (2015)

Author(s):

Gao, Guodong; Wang, Xuelian

Correspondence Address:

Gao, Guodong: 4th Military Medical University, Tang Du Hospital, Shan Xi, Xian, China,
710038, gguodong@fmmu.edu.cn

Institution:

4th Military Medical University, Tang Du Hospital, Xian, China; 4th Military Medical
University, Tang Du Hospital, Xian, China

Language:

English

Abstract:

(from the chapter) This chapter will describe the history of stereotactic surgery for the
treatment of drug addiction, the neurological basis of this method, the surgical techniques
involved, the assessment of outcomes, and the prospects for the use of this technique in
the future. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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(from the cover) This book describes contemporary clinical practice in the application of
neurosurgical methods to the treatment of psychiatric disorders. It covers diverse topics
such as neuroimaging, ethics and a historical review, Gamma Knife and High Frequency
Ultrasound ablation, deep brain electrical stimulation and preoperative evaluation and
postoperative follow-up. Its application in Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, Major
Depression, Tourette syndrome, Addiction, Anorexia, Aggression and Schizophrenia are
discussed in separated chapters. This book presents concise information provided by
clinical and academic practitioners and will facilitate the application of neurosurgical
treatment techniques to patients. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) While for most adolescents gambling is an enjoyable and harmless
activity, for a small minority gambling can become both addictive and problematic with
severe negative (psychosocial and financial) consequences. The aim of this chapter is to
provide a broad overview about risk (and protective) factors of adolescent problem
gambling. It also discusses promising prevention activities and treatment interventions for
this age group. To avoid misunderstandings with regard to the nomenclature, the term
"problem gambling" is used throughout this chapter lo encompass all gambling behaviors
associated with harmful effects including less serious problems. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) This chapter overviews selected factors on adolescent substance
misuse and abuse etiology, prevention, and treatment. Primary prevention is defined in
this chapter to include planned actions that help adolescents prevent predictable problems,
protect existing states of health as well as healthy functioning, and promote desired goals
for adolescents. Treatment is defined as activities and actions that focus on helping
adolescents reduce problems associated with substance use/misuse and that change
individual substance abuse behavior and enhance social functioning. This chapter
overviews selected factors at the individual level, family level, and social/community
level, which have been found to he associated with adolescent substance use and misuse.
Promising adolescent drug abuse prevention and treatment interventions are also
presented. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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(from the chapter) Anyone who has observed a teenager fully absorbed in a live, online
video game or texting on a cell phone knows that these technologies play an increasingly
central role in their lives. This entry provides an overview of problematic media use and
addiction in adolescence and approaches for working with adolescents on these issues.
Media can be broadly divided into "old" media including television, movies, and
magazines and "new'" media which encompasses computers and the Internet, video
games, cell phones, iPods/MP3 players, etc. Most research into problematic media
behaviors in adolescents has focused on Internet use and video games. These will be the
types of media most frequently referenced in this entry though it is broadly accepted that
overu. se of all types of media can negatively impact youth. With each new technological
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iteration, there are more opportunities for adolescents to access media. This surge in
access has coincided with an increase in the amount of time young people spend with
media from an average of 6 h 21 min per day in 2005, to a startling 7 h 8 min daily on
average in 2010. In their national study, Rideout et al. (2010) report that when media
multitasking is taken into account, for example using a computer while watching TV,
young people consume a combined total of 10 h 45 min of media time daily on average.
Clearly, these trends point to a powerful shaping force at crucial stages of development.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) This chapter will provide a brief overview of the existing
technology-based behavioral interventions (TBI) for substance use disorders; a review of
the empirical literature across a range of populations and target behaviors; and design,
methodology, and implementation considerations. In the first section of the chapter, we
review the limitations of our current systems, models of assessment, and treatment, and
how technology has met and can meet the needs of individuals with substance abuse
problems. The second section reviews the empirical literature across a range of target
behaviors, populations, and substances to summarize the current state of the art with
regard to the effectiveness of computer-based and mobile digital interventions. The final
section of the chapter presents considerations for design and research methods, specific
implementation issues for clinicians providing specialty addiction care, and innovative,
future directions for the application of digital technologies. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Technology can facilitate the development of behavioral interventions
in a number of ways. For example, there are computer-assisted modules of empirically
supported treatments for mood and anxiety disorders and for addiction. The goal of this
chapter is to discuss how technology can be used to facilitate the process of behavioral
intervention development research. For the purposes of this chapter, we will focus on
technology-based behavioral treatments, leaving the important discussion of
technology-assisted prevention interventions for other authors. Our discussion could
include, for example, incorporating a virtual reality component into a treatment or
computerizing part or all of a treatment. It could involve administering a
technology-based treatment within a clinician's office. It could mean administering a
technology-based treatment using a technology-based delivery system such as the
Internet, a tablet, or a smartphone. Or the treatment could be administered partly through
technology and partly through traditional in-person therapeutic strategies.
Technology-assisted measurement of relevant behavioral and/or physiological
information is often a part of technology-based interventions, and these interventions
sometimes involve therapeutic feedback of these data to the patient or to the therapist. To
provide a context for how technology might benefit behavioral treatment development,
we first will briefly summarize some possible benefits of technology to patients and
clinicians. Next, we review the stages of behavioral intervention development research
and discuss how technology can enhance the treatment development process at each
stage. Finally, we will discuss some challenges and unintended consequences of
technology-based behavioral treatments. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all
rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Comorbidity among youth with bipolar (BP) disorder and attention-deficit/ hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD), particularly in clinical settings, is the rule rather than the exception.
The following is a brief, clinically focused overview of BP and ADHD and their
comorbidity with substance use disorders (SUD), anxiety disorders, and medical
problems. Both BP and ADHD have high prevalence rates of comorbid substance use
disorders (in the realm of 50%) and anxiety disorders (35%-60%) that negatively impact
prognosis, and thus deserve specific treatment, but few guidelines exist. Both BP and
ADHD are associated with significant medical comorbidities-related to the disorder itself,
and secondary to pharmacotherapy-that also require careful consideration, close
monitoring, and prompt treatment. Both BP and ADHD have a relatively small evidence
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base to guide treatment of psychiatric comorbidities but nevertheless require a dual focus
when planning treatment, concurrently and/or sequentially. In summary, when it comes to
comorbidities, both BP and ADHD carry a substantial burden. Future treatment studies
focusing on comorbidity are warranted to guide clinical decision-making in real-world
samples that are characterized by comorbidity. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) This chapter summarizes promising approaches for overcoming
common obstacles encountered in the dissemination of evidence-based substance abuse
prevention programs. We start by defining the many facets and prevailing theories of
dissemination that inform these definitions, as the lack of clarity in terms has limited our
ability to draw inferences from the extant dissemination research. Next, we discuss how
the research process can further enhance understanding, and therefore dissemination, of
prevention interventions. We then highlight the current mechanisms for diffusing
information on effective programs and identify areas to consider in the development of
programs to enhance dissemination. We conclude with recommendations for research and
the practice of dissemination. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights
reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) This chapter documents the modest rate of schools' adoption of
evidence-based practices (EBPs) for the prevention of substance abuse. Here I use the
five intrinsic characteristics of an innovation suggested by Rogers's (2003) theory of
diffusion as sensitizing concepts to organize evidence and ideas that may explain, in part,
why many schools fail to adopt such EBPs. First, it is proposed that the relative advantage
of EBPs may be overshadowed by the time commitment necessary to fully implement
them. Then, although the goals of EBPs are likely shared by teachers and school
administrators, relatively few EBPs have content compatible with the primary values and
practices of teachers. The complexity of evaluating evidence establishing an EBP
precludes even researchers from agreeing what programs are evidence based, and
different standards of evidence may exist for different users of evidence. Also, many
EBPs are expensive to implement and may lack Rogers's "trialability." And finally, the
results of effective substance use prevention may not be observable in the school settings
in which they are implemented. After reviewing these aspects of the acceptance, or not, of
EBPs in schools, the chapter closes by identifying several strategies that might be
leveraged to increase the adoption and dissemination of EBPs. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2015 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) This chapter presents information about the factors at each stage of the
Rogers (2003) diffusion of innovations theory that affect the postfunding sustainability of
evidence-based substance abuse interventions. As a whole, the extant literature suggests
that having an effective dissemination system, allowing adequate time for planning and
enhancing community readiness, implementing interventions with fidelity, and engaging
in ongoing sustainability planning are important predictors of postfunding sustainability.
Topics for future research relevant to the diffusion and long-term sustainability of
evidence-based also are discussed. Prevention science has provided strong evidence that
substance abuse is preventable and treatable. Numerous substance abuse interventions
have been developed, proven to be effective through rigorous research trials, and deemed
to be evidence based by organizations such as the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration. As a result, evidence-based substance abuse interventions are
available for numerous populations and settings. For the purpose of this chapter,
sustainability is defined as the long-term continuation of intervention activities (Pluye,
Potvin, & Denis, 2004). The purpose of this chapter is to further discuss a wide range of
factors known to support and hinder postfunding sustainability. The discussion is framed
within the four stages of the Rogers (2003) diffusion of innovations theory:
dissemination, adoption, implementation, and maintenance/sustainability. I comment on
the rationale for using Rogers's theory, its applicability to theories of substance abuse
prevention, and its utility as a broad overarching theoretical framework to examine the
sustainability of substance abuse prevention. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2015 APA,
all rights reserved)
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