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1. Sociodemographic and substance use characteristics of gamma hydroxybutyrate (ghb) dependent inpatients and
associations with dependence severity.

Citation:

Drug and Alcohol Dependence, January 2013(No Pagination Specified), 0376-8716 (Jan
16, 2013)

Author(s):

Brunt, Tibor M; Koeter, Maarten W; Hertoghs, Nina; van Noorden, Martijn S; van den
Brink, Wim

Abstract:

BACKGROUND: The number of admissions to addiction treatment centers in the
Netherlands for gamma hydroxybutyrate (GHB) dependence is rapidly growing. Until
now, treatment seeking GHB users have hardly been studied. This study characterizes
inpatients in treatment for GHB dependence in terms of sociodemographics, motives for
substance use and reasons for seeking treatment. In addition, variables associated with
dependence severity are identified. METHODS: Patients were recruited by their therapists
at 4 different addiction treatment centers dispersed throughout the Netherlands. They
were asked to fill out the questionnaire, including sociodemographic and clinical
characteristics, GHB and other drug use, and a modified version of the Drug Use
Disorders Identification Test (DUDIT) to screen for GHB dependence. The associations
of relevant variables with dependence severity were determined using multiple regression
analysis. RESULTS: A total of 75 inpatients (response rate 90.4%) participated in the
study. Most patients were young (mean 26.8+/-9.1) males (73%) with low education
(78%) and not employed (48%). Most of them (75%) had started using GHB the year
before treatment admission, 42 (56%) frequently combined GHB with sedatives and 26
(35%) frequently combined GHB with stimulants. Dependence severity was strongly
associated with sleep problems and the combined use of GHB and stimulants.
CONCLUSION: This study shows that sociodemographic characteristics of GHB
inpatients are similar to those of problematic users of other club drugs. Sleep problems
and combined use of GHB and stimulants were strongly associated with GHB
dependence. Together, these factors might help to better identify people at risk for GHB
dependence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO

2. Monoamine levels within the orbitofrontal cortex and putamen interact to predict reversal learning performance.

Citation:

Biological Psychiatry, January 2013(No Pagination Specified), 0006-3223 (Jan 16, 2013)

Author(s):

Groman, Stephanie M; James, Alex S; Seu, Emanuele; Crawford, Maverick A; Harpster,
Sandra N; Jentsch, James David

Abstract:

BACKGROUND: The compulsive and inflexible behaviors that are present in many
psychiatric disorders, particularly behavioral addictions and obsessive-compulsive
disorder, may be due to neurochemical dysfunction within the circuitry that enables
goal-directed behaviors. Experimental removal of serotonin or dopamine within the
orbitofrontal cortex or dorsal striatum, respectively, impairs flexible responding in a
reversal learning test, suggesting that these neurochemical systems exert important
modulatory influences on goal-directed behaviors. Nevertheless, the behavioral
impairments present in psychiatric disorders are likely due to subtle neurochemical
differences, and it remains unknown whether naturally occurring variation in
neurochemical levels associate with individual differences in flexible, reward-directed
behaviors. METHODS: The current study assessed the ability of 24 individual juvenile
monkeys to acquire, retain, and reverse discrimination problems and examined whether
monoamine levels in the orbitofrontal cortex, caudate nucleus, and putamen could explain
variance in behavior. RESULTS: The interaction between dopamine levels in the putamen
and serotonin levels in the orbitofrontal cortex explained 61% of the variance in a
measure of behavioral flexibility but not measures of associative learning or memory. The
interaction mirrored that of a hyperbolic function, with reversal learning performance
being poorest in either monkeys with relatively low levels of orbitofrontal serotonin and
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putamen dopamine or in monkeys with relatively high levels of orbitofrontal serotonin
and putamen dopamine levels. CONCLUSIONS: These results support the hypothesis
that subcortical and cortical neuromodulatory systems interact to guide aspects of
goal-directed behavior, providing insight into the neurochemical dysfunction that may
underlie the inflexible and compulsive behaviors present in psychiatric disorders.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO

3. The effects of age and drug dependency on the emotional exhaustion and job satisfaction of adult streetworkers in
australia.

Citation:

Archives of Sexual Behavior, January 2013(No Pagination Specified),
0004-0002;1573-2800 (Jan 15, 2013)

Author(s):

Cregan, Christina; Kulik, Carol T; Salinger, Dani

Abstract:

This multi-method study investigated a sample of adult streetworkers (n = 107) in
Melbourne, Australia in 2008. We contacted outdoor prostitutes through four "drop-in"
centers run by not-for-profit organizations. Drug use was the over-riding common
characteristic of most of these streetworkers. Using emotional labor theory as a theoretical
framework, we hypothesized that individuals who worked on the streets solely to earn
money to buy drugs would experience the highest levels of emotional exhaustion and the
lowest levels of job satisfaction. We predicted these effects would be most evident for
older drug dependent streetworkers. Content analysis of open-ended interview responses
identified acting, age, and drug dependency as key themes. Moderator hierarchical
regression analysis of responses to closed-ended questions with tests for mediation
supported the hypotheses. It also demonstrated that older drug dependent streetworkers
felt most trapped in their occupation and this sense of being locked-in was associated with
emotional exhaustion but not with job satisfaction. The evidence that age and drug
dependency affects the psychological outcomes associated with streetwork suggests that
the efforts of police and the courts will be ineffective in dealing with people whose
addiction traps them in an occupation that offers few intrinsic rewards. Decriminalization
would encourage police to protect streetworkers from violence. Agencies could seek
financial support to provide welfare and exit strategies. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO

4. Improving the capability to provide integrated mental health and substance abuse services in a state system of
outpatient care.

Citation:

Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, January 2013(No Pagination Specified),
0740-5472 (Jan 11, 2013)

Author(s):

Sacks, Stanley; Chaple, Michael; Sirikantraporn, Jill; Sacks, JoAnn Y; Knickman, James;
Martinez, Jacqueline

Abstract:

The paper reports on the capability of New York State (NYS) outpatient programs to
provide integrated services for co-occurring disorders (COD). Assessments of 447
outpatient clinics, using two dual diagnosis capability indices (one used in addiction
settings, the other in mental health settings), produced an overall score of 2.70, interpreted
to position NYS clinics closer to "capable" (3.0=Dual Diagnosis Capable) than to "basic"
(1.0=Alcohol [Mental Health] Only Services). "Assessment" and "Staffing" received the
highest scores; i.e., clients with COD were usually identified, and staff (with some
additional training and supervision) could treat both disorders effectively. While programs
were generally prepared for clients with COD (e.g., welcoming such clients into the
program, employing staff with competencies in both disorders, and having established
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routine screening and assessment to identify COD), results showed that the actual
delivery of effective treatment was less satisfactory. The project demonstrated that COD
capability can be assessed system-wide, using direct observation. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO

5. Review of Digital youth: The role of media in development.

Citation:

Journal of Youth and Adolescence, February 2013, vol./is. 42/2(308-310),
0047-2891;1573-6601 (Feb 2013)

Author(s):

Karle, Andrea

Correspondence Address:

Karle, Andrea: Indiana University Maurer School of Law, Bloomington, IN, US,
akarle@indiana.edu

Institution:

Karle, Andrea: Indiana University Maurer School of Law, Bloomington, IN

Language:

English

Abstract:

Reviews the book, Digital Youth: The Role of Media in Development by Kaveri
Subrahmanyam and David Smahel (see record 2010-16562-000). The book demonstrates
how youth use and integrate media into their lives. By focusing on the integration, the text
runs counter to the previously speculated proposition that youth create separate online
personas compared to their offline lives. That focus means that the book's main audience
is more than researchers, undergraduates, and graduate students; it is designed to be
accessible to parents, teachers and others who serve as caregivers for youth. As such, it
serves as a useful and comprehensive introduction to an increasingly important area of
adolescent life. Digital Youth, effectively organized, contains twelve chapters highlighting
main topics about youth and technology. The book is, essentially, 5 parts covering topics
including the three adolescent developmental issues of sexuality, identity and intimacy,
some of the physical and psychological well being issues of adolescents use of the
Internet and internet addiction and cyber bullying. Finally, the authors discuss safety
solutions, potential policy implications of their findings, and an overall conclusion to their
work. The book demonstrates youths' interconnection between their offline lives and
online lives, the Internet's impact on youth development, and insightful solutions for
caregivers concerned about adolescents' Internet use. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2013 APA, all rights reserved)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Springer Science+Business Media New York; YEAR: 2012

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Adolescent Development
*Internet
*Internet Usage
*Media Exposure
Internet Addiction
Bullying
Online Social Networks
Cyberbullying
Social Media

Source:

PsycINFO

6. Bullies, gangs, drugs, and school: Understanding the overlap and the role of ethnicity and urbanicity.

Citation:

Journal of Youth and Adolescence, February 2013, vol./is. 42/2(220-234),
0047-2891;1573-6601 (Feb 2013)

Author(s):

Bradshaw, Catherine P; Waasdorp, Tracy Evian; Goldweber, Asha; Johnson, Sarah
Lindstrom
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Correspondence Address:

Bradshaw, Catherine P.: Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns
Hopkins Center for the Prevention of Youth Violence, 624 N. Broadway, 839, Baltimore,
MD, US, 21205, cbradsha@jhsph.edu

Institution:

Bradshaw, Catherine P.: Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns
Hopkins Center for the Prevention of Youth Violence, Baltimore, MD; Waasdorp, Tracy
Evian: Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins Center for the
Prevention of Youth Violence, Baltimore, MD; Goldweber, Asha: Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins Center for the Prevention of Youth
Violence, Baltimore, MD; Johnson, Sarah Lindstrom: Johns Hopkins School of Medicine,
Baltimore, MD

Language:

English

Abstract:

Recent media attention has increased interest in behavioral, mental health, and academic
correlates of involvement in bullying. Yet, there has not been much interest in
investigating the co-occurrence of other health-risk behaviors, such as gang membership,
weapon carrying, and substance use. The potential influence of contextual factors, such as
youth ethnicity, urbanicity, and school characteristics, also has been overlooked in
previous research. The current study examined different subtypes of involvement in
bullying-as primarily a victim, as primarily a bully, as both a victim and bully, and no
involvement-and the association with significant health-risk behaviors, including
engaging in violence and substance use, as well as academic problems. The analyses use
self-report data from 16,302 adolescents (50.3 % female, 62.2 % Caucasian, 37.8 %
African American) enrolled in 52 high schools. A series of three-level HLM analyses
revealed that bullies and bully/victims were generally at greatest of risk of being involved
in violence, engaging in multiple types of substance use, and having academic problems.
These findings extend prior research by emphasizing a potential link between
involvement in bullying and multiple health-risk behaviors, particularly among urban and
African American high school youth. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Springer Science+Business Media New York; YEAR: 2012

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Drug Usage
*Racial and Ethnic Attitudes
*Urban Environments
*Bullying
*Gangs
Academic Achievement
Blacks
Health Behavior
Mental Health
Peer Relations
Perpetrators
School Environment
Victimization
Weapons
Whites

Source:

PsycINFO

7. Review of Quantum change: When epiphanies and sudden insights transform ordinary lives.

Citation:

Addiction Biology, July 2002, vol./is. 7/3(347-348), 1355-6215;1369-1600 (Jul 2002)

Author(s):

Cook, Chris

Institution:

Cook, Chris: Kent Institute of Medicine and Health Science, University of Kent

Language:

English

Abstract:

Reviews the book, Quantum Change: When Epiphanies and Sudden Insights Transform
Ordinary Lives by William R. Miller and Janet C'de Baca (see record 2001-18640-000).
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Many of the case histories that are described in this book concern (directly or indirectly)
people whose lives were impacted by drug or alcohol-related problems, and the dramatic
way in which these problems were sometimes resolved has huge significance for the
addictions field generally. Miller & de Baca coined the term "quantum change" in order to
contrast it with the more gradual change which is usually seen in response to traditional
psychiatric and psychological therapies. They describe quantum change as being "a vivid,
surprising, benevolent and enduring personal transformation". This book is compelling
reading and is a must, not only for anyone working in the addictions field, but for anyone
who is at all interested in the psychology and spirituality of human behaviour. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Society for the Study of Addiction to Alcohol and Other Drugs

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Addiction
*Alcoholism
*Life Experiences
*Spirituality
Drug Addiction

Source:

PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available from Wiley in Addiction Biology

8. Society for the Study of Addiction: Changing the course of addiction.

Citation:

Addiction Biology, July 2002, vol./is. 7/3(329-346), 1355-6215;1369-1600 (Jul 2002)

Author(s):

No authorship indicated

Language:

English

Abstract:

Presents a collection of selected and edited abstracts from the Society for the Study of
Addiction Annual Symposium. The focus of these abstracts is addiction and its treatment.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)

Conference Information:

Society for the Study of Addiction Annual Symposium. Nov, 2001. Leeds. United
Kingdom. These are selected and edited abstracts from the aforementioned conference.

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Society for the Study of Addiction to Alcohol and Other Drugs

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Addiction
*Treatment

Source:

PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available from Wiley in Addiction Biology

9. Bromocriptine use is associated with decreased smoking rates.

Citation:

Addiction Biology, July 2002, vol./is. 7/3(325-328), 1355-6215;1369-1600 (Jul 2002)

Author(s):

Murphy, M. F. G; Hey, K; Johnstone, E; Munafo, M; Walton, R; Willis, B; Harrison, P. J

Correspondence Address:

Murphy, M. F. G.: University of Oxford, ICRF General Practice Research Group, Institute
of Health Sciences, Old Road, Headington, Oxford, United Kingdom, OX3 7LF,
michael.murphy@dphpc.ox.ac.uk

Institution:

Murphy, M. F. G.: University of Oxford, ICRF General Practice Research Group, Institute
of Health Sciences, Oxford; Hey, K.: University of Oxford, ICRF General Practice
Research Group, Institute of Health Sciences, Oxford; Johnstone, E.: University of
Oxford, ICRF General Practice Research Group, Institute of Health Sciences, Oxford;
Munafo, M.: University of Oxford, ICRF General Practice Research Group, Institute of
Health Sciences, Oxford; Walton, R.: University of Oxford, ICRF General Practice
Research Group, Institute of Health Sciences, Oxford; Willis, B.: University of Oxford,
ICRF General Practice Research Group, Institute of Health Sciences, Oxford; Harrison, P.
J.: University of Oxford, Department of Psychiatry, Warneford Hospital, Oxford
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Language:

English

Abstract:

Dopaminergic transmission in the central nervous system is thought to underlie addictive
behaviours, including smoking. One effective smoking cessation drug, bupropion,
enhances dopaminergic transmission; conversely, antipsychotic drugs, which are
dopamine antagonists, are associated with increased smoking. Thus we hypothesized that
subfertile women treated with the potent dopamine agonist bromocriptine might smoke
less as a consequence of their treatment. Among 4608 subfertile women those conceiving
on bromocriptine were half as likely to smoke as those taking other drugs or those
conceiving without medication (p < 0.0001). This observation supports the role of
dopamine in nicotine addiction, and suggests that bromocriptine-like drugs could be used
effectively by pregnant women to aid cessation. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Society for the Study of Addiction to Alcohol and Other Drugs

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Bromocriptine
*Dopamine Agonists
*Drug Therapy
*Smoking Cessation
*Tobacco Smoking
Drug Addiction
Neurotransmission
Pregnancy

Source:

PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available from Wiley in Addiction Biology

10. T-wave response: A sensitive test for latent alcoholic polyneuropathy.

Citation:

Addiction Biology, July 2002, vol./is. 7/3(315-319), 1355-6215;1369-1600 (Jul 2002)
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Abstract:

To date, the H-reflex is the most sensitive test to measure nerve conduction velocity in
alcoholic polyneuropathy. Analogous to the H-reflex, we investigated the T-wave
response from the soleus muscle using a hand-held reflex hammer. Twenty-four inpatients
suffering from chronic alcoholism and 24 healthy volunteers were recruited. All probands
had a careful neurological examination and were graded (PNP-classifications). The T- and
H-reflexes were measured. In the clinical examination, only a few patients exhibited
symptoms of alcoholic PNP. However, when the autonomic nervous system was also
tested, 50% exhibited signs of alcoholic PNP. Both the T- and H-reflex responses were
pathologically retarded, indicating latent alcoholic PNP in 60% of the patients. Thus the
main finding in our study is the difference between clinical and electrophysiological
examinations: only a few of the patients had neurological symptoms for alcoholic PNP
but 14 patients (60%) exhibited a so-called latent, subclinical alcoholic PNP by showing
delayed reflex latencies. Measuring the T-wave proved to be a simple and painless
screening method for diagnosis and monitoring of alcoholic PNP. Among the clinical tests
the best indicator for alcoholic PNP was the test for autonomous alcoholic PNP.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Many reviews describe the effectiveness of methadone treatment in reducing illicit drug
use and associated behaviours among opiate misusers. The strongest evidence includes
social outcomes such as reduced debt and crime, and relates overwhelmingly to
maintenance rather than detoxification treatment. Drug clinics are often dominated by
individuals unable to withdraw fully from methadone, while the "harm reduction" model
accepts some ongoing drug use, with attendant risks. Security measures are necessary to
avoid abuse of treatments, but these may be undermined by the agenda of "partnerships
with patients" in decision-making. Buprenorphine appears both safer and less addictive
than methadone, and lofexidine is effective as a non-substitute detoxification method.
Naltrexone can clearly reduce relapse rates, provided consumption is assured, while for
individuals unable to detoxify or avoid euphoriant opiates, morphine and diamorphine are
sometimes used. In non-opiate misuse, clinical studies of a wide range of medications
have produced relatively few positive findings. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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12. The influence of posttraumatic stress disorder numbing and hyperarousal symptom clusters in the prediction of
physical health status in veterans with chronic tobacco dependence and posttraumatic stress disorder.
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Abstract:

Smoking and PTSD are predictors of poor physical health status. This study examined the
unique contribution of PTSD symptoms in the prediction of the SF-36 physical health
status subscales accounting for cigarette smoking, chronic medical conditions, alcohol
and drug use disorders, and depression. This study examined baseline interview and
self-report data from a national tobacco cessation randomized, controlled trial (Veterans
Affairs Cooperative Study 519) that enrolled tobacco-dependent veterans with chronic
PTSD (N = 943). A series of blockwise multiple regression analyses indicated that PTSD
numbing and hyperarousal symptom clusters explained a significant proportion of the
variance across all physical health domains except for the Physical Functioning subscale,
which measures impairments in specific physical activities. Our findings further explain
the impact of PTSD on health status by exploring the way PTSD symptom clusters
predict self-perceptions of health, role limitations, pain, and vitality. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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13. Beyond attachment: Psychotherapy with a sexually abused teenager.
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Abstract:

When children are abused they utilize strategies already in place to cope with stress.
These strategies develop during early life within the family and may he part of the
unconscious framework formed within attachments and relationships. The case presented
illustrates a teen-aged girl who was the victim of sexual abuse and experienced
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depression, PTSD and substance abuse. This paper describes the psychodynamic
psychotherapy used to examine the patient's coping skills, which predated the abuse, and
how these coping mechanisms were used to ameliorate her symptoms. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal
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14. Applying wisdom and compassion in therapy: Two wings of a bird.
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Abstract:

Reviews the book, Wisdom and Compassion in Psychotherapy: Deepening Mindfulness
in Clinical Practice edited by Christopher K. Germer and Ronald D. Siegel (see record
2012-13277-000). There has been great interest in psychotherapeutic circles in
mindfulness-based ("third-wave") interventions. This edited volume goes beyond the
application of mindfulness to investigate two essential core components of
mindfulness-based approaches: wisdom and compassion. Each construct is explored in
depth from a variety of angles: traditional Buddhist scholarship, Western research
psychology, psychotherapy, and neuroscience. Applications to specific conditions such as
anxiety, suicidality, depression, trauma, and addictions are considered. Throughout the
chapters on therapeutic applications, exercises and instructions are included, making this
a helpful practical as well as theoretical volume for practicing therapists. With a wide
range of contributors of various backgrounds, this volume provides a broad glimpse into
research and application of core Buddhist constructs and how the understanding of ideas
such as suffering, impermanence, and no-self can help to generate compassion and
wisdom in both therapists and their clients. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA,
all rights reserved)
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(NASP), Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm; Kramarz, E.: National Centre for Suicide
Research and Prevention of Mental Ill-Health (NASP), Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm;
Wasserman, C.: Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Columbia University,
New York State Psychiatric Institute, New York, NY; Sarchiapone, M.: Department of
Health Sciences, University of Molise, Campobasso; Hoven, C. W.: Department of
Epidemiology, Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University, New York, NY;
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Abstract:

Background: Pathological Internet use (PIU) has been conceptualized as an
impulse-control disorder that shares characteristics with behavioral addiction. Research
has indicated a potential link between PIU and psychopathology; however, the
significance of the correlation remains ambiguous. The primary objective of this
systematic review was to identify and evaluate studies performed on the correlation
between PIU and comorbid psychopathology; the secondary aims were to map the
geographical distribution of studies, present a current synthesis of the evidence, and
assess the quality of available research. Sampling and Methods: An electronic literature
search was conducted using the following databases: MEDLINE, PsycARTICLES,
PsycINFO, Global Health, and Web of Science. PIU and known synonyms were included
in the search. Data were extracted based on PIU and psychopathology, including
depression, anxiety, symptoms of attention deficit and hyperactivity disorder (ADHD),
obsessive-compulsive symptoms, social phobia and hostility/aggression. Effect sizes for
the correlations observed were identified from either the respective publication or
calculated using Cohen's d or R. The potential effect of publication bias was assessed
using a funnel plot model and evaluated by Egger's test based on a linear regression.
Results: The majority of research was conducted in Asia and comprised cross-sectional
designs. Only one prospective study was identified. Twenty articles met the preset
inclusion and exclusion criteria; 75% reported significant correlations of PIU with
depression, 57% with anxiety, 100% with symptoms of ADHD, 60% with
obsessive-compulsive symptoms, and 66% with hostility/aggression. No study reported
associations between PIU and social phobia. The majority of studies reported a higher
rate of PIU among males than females. The relative risks ranged from an OR of 1.02 to an
OR of 11.66. The strongest correlations were observed between PIU and depression; the
weakest was hostility/aggression. Conclusions: Depression and symptoms of ADHD
appeared to have the most significant and consistent correlation with PIU. Associations
were reported to be higher among males in all age groups. Limitations included
heterogeneity in the definition and diagnosis of PIU. More studies with prospective
designs in Western countries are critically needed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013
APA, all rights reserved)
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16. Methadone overdose deaths rise with increased prescribing for pain.
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Abstract:

Methadone was involved in more than 30% of overdose deaths linked to the use of
prescription painkillers in 2009 despite the drug making up only about 2% of painkiller
prescriptions that year, according to a report from the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). Methadone, which has been used successfully for more than 40 years
as a treatment for heroin addiction, has been widely prescribed over the past decade for
the treatment of pain. In 2009, more than 4 million prescriptions for methadone were
written for pain patients, according to the CDC. Increasing numbers of methadone deaths
are part of a larger trend of growing opioid use, misuse, and abuse that has shadowed an
effort by clinicians to more aggressively manage pain. Two characteristics of methadone
have contributed to the drug's disproportionate role in painkiller related overdose deaths,
it is cheaper, and it carries greater risks than other drugs in this class. The lower cost of
methadone has led states and insurance companies to list it as the preferred opioid
medication in their formularies. The drug also has a long and sometimes hard-to-predict
half-life, which can lead to toxic levels of the drug building up in patients and causing
respiratory depression, according to the CDC report. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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17. Curbing the opioid epidemic in the United States: The risk evaluation and mitigation strategy (REMS).
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Abstract:

This opinion article discusses about curbing the opioid epidemic in the United States
through the risk evaluation and mitigation strategy (REMS). Chronic pain is a
multidimensional problem with significant influence on the culture and economy of the
United States. Although it appears logical to prescribe potent analgesics to patients with
chronic non cancer pain, the data to support the effectiveness of opioids for this indication
are limited. Prescription opioid analgesics have been used for decades for the outpatient
treatment of acute medical, traumatic, and postoperative pain, as well as for chronic pain
associated with malignancy and terminal disease. In the 1980s, a combination of factors,
both patient centered and business oriented, led to the broader use of opioids for treatment
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of patients with chronic non cancer pain. This expanded use resulted in the dispensing of
large quantities of opioids, of which a consequential, increasing minority was diverted to
non medical uses, including inappropriate self medication and recreational abuse. Even
used as prescribed, opioids are associated with significant morbidity and mortality.
Reformulation of opioids as extended release preparations to allow longer dosing
intervals for patients in discomfort had the unintended consequence of making available
large quantities of high dose opioids. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all
rights reserved)
Country of Publication:

STATEMENT: All rights reserved.; HOLDER: American Medical Association; YEAR:
2012

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Drug Abuse
*Epidemics
*Opiates
*Risk Management
*Risk Assessment
Strategies

Source:

PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available from Highwire Press in JAMA
Available from JAMA in Newcomb Library & Information Service

18. Fostering healthy attachment between substance dependent parents and their infant children.
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Abstract:

Infants of parents with substance abuse problems enter foster care at a higher rate than
infants of nonabusing parents and are at a higher risk for attachment problems and child
maltreatment. The current study evaluates the impact of a 10-week infant massage
intervention designed to increase attachment between parents in a drug rehabilitation
facility and their infants. The program focuses on parental awareness of infant's internal
states, the development of skills for self-regulation of affect, the calming of their child,
and the development of a capacity for sustained positive parent-child interaction so that
parents can become more available in the psychological space and time they spend with
their infant children. Parent participants, interviewed before and after the intervention,
completed a demographic and program evaluation survey, as well as standardized
measures of parent knowledge of child development, parenting stress, and depression.
Results indicate trends towards decreased parental stress, increased knowledge of good
parenting practices, better relatedness between parent and infant, and improved parenting
self-efficacy, suggesting that attachment interventions with substance dependent parents
may have substantial benefits for the parent-child relationship as well as the mental health
functioning of parent and child. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: to investigate psychosocial factors associated with mental distress among
adolescents. Methods: a questionnaire survey was conducted in nine secondary schools (n
= 740) and three high schools (n = 548). The sample consisted of 1288 adolescents.
Results: females reported more mental distress than males. Illicit substance use and peer
social status of deviant behaviours was positively related to mental distress among males,
whereas the status of attractiveness was positively associated with mental distress among
females. Conclusions: interventions could focus on school problem behaviours, substance
use and peer social status factors. The interventions should be targeted to gender-specific
risk factors. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

The author approaches the existing differences between the reality in the the Freudian and
current times. In the Modern Age, reality was characterized by a repressive order that,
although favored the appearance of neurotic disease, allowed the rebellion and the
creative questioning. In post-modernity the structural defection of the father figure and
the inherent ethical collapse to the weakening of legality generate a cultural reality that
provides the policies of indulgence addictions, eating disorders, and transgressive
conducts. When boundaries that lead to subjectivity are not imposed, and ethical values
not transmitted, the subject tends to drawn in an acephalus impulsiveness and in an
egocentric hedonism that ignores alterity. The contradiction is then installed between the
auto-erotic indulgence and the pleasure principle, so that the analytical task is to frame
indulgence to enable the subject to transcend his/her narcissistic-instinctual universe, and
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therefore have access to the sublimatory level, characterized by the discursive pleasures.
The author insists that the analysts must sustain a clinical practice based on the ethics of
difference, since the social imaginarium tries to deny differences between genders and
generations. With this objective, the author demonstrates that there is a trend towards
abolishing-by means of certain analytical schools-the diagnostic categories of psychic
health and disease; towards validating the imprecise concept of gender, exalting
narcissistic positions, and legitimating-as mere living styles-pathological conditions such
as transsexualism and perversions.The article is concluded with some considerations on
the current clinical practice, which should be inscribed in a horizon of symbolic legality,
and destined to frame, with no exceptions, indulgence without alterity, in order to access
creatively the field of the pleasure principle, with the desiderative ethics that is inherent to
it. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The author interprets Freud's article Formulations on the two principles of mental
functioning in the light of contemporaneous thought. Present day technological progress
is shown to be a narcissism enhancer resulting in many parents nowadays finding it
difficult to be available to their children. In generating vicissitudes to the introjection of
primitive objects, this will generate a feeling of emptiness along with the search for
something to fill it. The consequences of this feeling are analyzed both as to the
transgressor behavior and the addictive behaviors. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Revista de Psicanalise - SPPA

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Freud (Sigmund)
*Narcissism
*Pleasure
*Psychoanalytic Theory
*Intrusive Thoughts
Addiction

Source:

PsycINFO

22. Transference and separations.

Original Title:

Transferencia e separacoes.

Citation:

Revista de Psicanalise da SPPA, April 2012, vol./is. 19/1(11-24), 1413-4438 (Apr 2012)
Page 19

NHS Evidence | library.nhs.uk

Author(s):

Andre, Jacques

Correspondence Address:

Andre, Jacques, 18 rue Didot, Paris, France, 75014, andre.jac@wanadoo.fr

Institution:

Andre, Jacques: Universidade de Paris 7, Paris

Language:

Portuguese

Abstract:

Each analysis perceives the separation of the two protagonists its own way, according to
transference and its modalities, always unique. The most interesting case is certainly the
one in which the separation is in the core of the issue, when the psychic impossibility of
separating prevails over the patient's sex life, relations and symptoms-one of the
symptoms being, sometimes, the multiplication of the "psy"-type experiences, to the point
of addiction. A cynical amusing saying goes: "What is a borderline state? Someone who
went through two analysis and three psychotherapies". The challenge launched to
psychoanalysis may be formulated in the following terms: how much does the psychic
experience of the treatment may construct or eventually create the capacity of separating
when this is deficient or has not been constituded? The acquisition of separation results
from a psychogenesis which may fail, entirely or partially. Would the dynamics of
transference have means to remediate it? We imagine that the answer is neither simply
affirmative, nor simply negative, since each analyst with any experience with borderline
patients may certainly illustrate a contrasting experience. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Substance use disorders have long been a major concern for the military, as personnel
grapple with the stresses of deployments and the physical and psychological traumas of
war. But recent anecdotal reports and data suggest that risky alcohol consumption and
prescription drug abuse have increased substantially in the military over the past decade.
Inadequate staffing levels, particularly of clinicians with appropriate training, have also
impaired the military's response to increasing rates of substance abuse disorders. The
report calls for the adoption of a model in which multidisciplinary teams, each led by a
primary care physician, provide substance abuse care as a routine part of primary care.
Provisions must also be made to ensure continuity of care for veterans as they depart the
military and for reservists as they leave active duty, the report notes. In addition, the
report called for limits on alcohol, noting that the availability of cheap alcohol on many
military bases may encourage risky behaviors, as well as more prevention efforts,
including the implementation of prescription monitoring programs. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

The annual number of fatal drug overdoses in the United States now surpasses the annual
number of motor vehicle deaths, and overdose deaths attributable to prescription
opioids-nearly 15 000 in 2008-exceed those attributable to cocaine and heroin combined.
To address the increasing epidemic of opioid abuse, a variety of strategies have been
implemented, including limits on the number of opioid prescriptions covered by insurers,
requirements that these drugs be supplied through a single physician or pharmacy, and
state prescription drug monitoring programs. Despite these efforts, reduction of opioid
abuse may not succeed until there is a broader clinical shift from such widespread use of
these medicines. A public health approach to the treatment of pain in the context of an
epidemic of abuse would place greater weight on considering the harmful effects, or what
economists consider to be negative externalities, that clinicians' treatment decisions have
on other individuals beyond the individual patient being treated. Greater clinical
judiciousness is especially warranted given the limited evidence to support many clinical
applications in which opioids are used. For example, although opioids may be efficacious
for acute lower back pain, the safety, efficacy, and abuse data are limited for chronic back
pain.6 There are serious gaps in the knowledge base regarding opioid use for other
chronic nonmalignant pain as well, including a lack of randomized trials that have active
treatment groups or that examine major harms and benefits of long-term use. There is also
little evidence regarding how to rotate opioids when the toxicities of a therapy outweigh
its benefits or regarding the treatment of patients with chronic pain who are at risk of drug
abuse or addiction. Prescription drug abuse is a complex problem, and there are no simple
solutions for effective prevention. Efforts to prevent abuse and diversion to the illicit
market should continue, but prescribing practices also must change to reverse what has
become a pervasive epidemic leading to widespread morbidity, mortality, and community
strife. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

The work presented here analyses the in-patient psychiatric treatment, which remained
unconsidered in the relevant biographies, of Rudolf Ditzen in the Stralsund Provincial
Sanatorium from 5 January to 14 February 1921 with the diagnoses of "morphine
addiction" and "degenerative psychopathic constitution". For this purpose the medical
report on Ditzen, which has come to light again, was evaluated, and the treatment
classified in its medical-historical context and the making of the diagnosis discussed
against the background of Ditzen's psychosocial development. In the case of a
combination of diagnoses typical for the time, against the background of Ditzen's difficult
psychosocial development, which was likewise typical for its time, the result was a not
entirely typical treatment for addiction under the custodial conditions of institutional
psychiatry around 1920. Ditzen's hospitalisation with a comparatively mild type of
symptoms is to be viewed against the background of a lack of extramural treatment
structures. It is not certain whether Ditzen deliberately used the hospital as a space for
withdrawal and protection. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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26. Pregabalin misuse-related issues; intake of large dosages, drug-smoking allegations, and possible association with
myositis: Two case reports.
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Abstract:

Presents the case reports of pregabalin misuse related intake issues of large dosages, drug
smoking allegations, and possible association with myositis. One of the case of is of a
32-year old white European who had a previous diagnosis of antisocial personality
disorder and reported a history of benzodiazepines, cocaine, and ecstasy abuse. The
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another case is of 33-year old white European, and had both the bipolar and generalized
anxiety disorder conditions. In both cases, the patients were started with pregabalin for
medical reasons. However, because of the rapid development of high tolerance levels,5
increasing dosages were eventually self administered. In both cases, the abrupt rapid
discontinuation of pregabalin was associated with withdrawal signs and symptoms,
suggesting the potential of physical dependence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013
APA, all rights reserved)
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27. A randomized, controlled, pilot study of acamprosate added to escitalopram in adults with major depressive
disorder and alcohol use disorder.
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Abstract:

We sought to examine the efficacy and safety of acamprosate augmentation of
escitalopram in patients with concurrent major depressive disorder (MDD) and alcohol
use disorders. Twenty-three adults (43% female; mean +/- SD age, 46 +/- 14 years) were
enrolled and received 12 weeks of treatment with psychosocial support; escitalopram, 10
to 30 mg/d; and either acamprosate, 2000 mg/d (n = 12), or identical placebo (n = 11).
Outcomes included change in clinician ratings of depressive symptoms, MDD response
and remission rates, changes in frequency and intensity of alcohol use, retention rates, and
adverse events. Twelve subjects (acamprosate, n = 7; placebo, n = 5) completed the study.
There was significant mean reduction in ratings of depressive symptoms from baseline in
both treatment arms (P < 0.05), with no significant difference between the groups. Those
in the acamprosate group had a 50% MDD response rate and a 42% remission rate,
whereas those in the placebo arm had a 36% response and remission rate (not significant).
Those assigned to acamprosate had significant reduction in number of drinks per week
and drinks per month during the trial, whereas those assigned to placebo demonstrated no
significant change in any alcohol use parameter, but the between-group difference was not
significant. There were no significant associations between change in depressive
symptoms and change in alcohol use. Attrition rates did not differ significantly between
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the 2 arms. Acamprosate added to escitalopram in adults with MDD and alcohol use
disorders was associated with reduction in the frequency of alcohol use. The present study
was not powered to detect superiority versus placebo. Further study in a larger sample is
warranted. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Motivational Interviewing (MI), a counseling style initially used to treat addictions,
increasingly has been used in health care and public health settings. This manuscript
provides an overview of MI, including its theoretical origins and core clinical strategies.
We also address similarities and differences with Self-Determination Theory. MI has been
defined as person-centered method of guiding to elicit and strengthen personal motivation
for change. Core clinical strategies include, e.g., reflective listening and eliciting change
talk. MI encourages individuals to work through their ambivalence about behavior change
and to explore discrepancy between their current behavior and broader life goals and
values. A key challenge for MI practitioners is deciding when and how to transition from
building motivation to the goal setting and planning phases of counseling. To address this,
we present a new three-phase model that provides a framework for moving from WHY to
HOW; from building motivation to more action oriented counseling, within a patient
centered framework. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This analysis focuses on the evangelical Protestant responses to drug use and HIV
prevention, treatment and care in the urban periphery of Rio de Janeiro. We question how
religious institutions, and the positions of pastors, create or reduce various elements of
societal illness and vulnerability. We aim to show that the views of pastors may symbolise
a form of social regulation that may have a meaningful social impact on drug use and
HIV and AIDS. The interviews of 23 evangelical religious leaders were collected. Two
case studies of evangelical drug rehabilitation centres (DRC) are derived from five
qualitative interviews. Evangelical DRC generally reflects pastors' discourses of
reintegration into social networks including marriage, family and employment. We found
important differences in the discourses and practices in private versus state-funded
rehabilitation centres that may reveal ways social and programmatic vulnerabilities may
affect the efficacy of public health interventions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Substance use in general has been shown to predict criminal recidivism. The
present study aimed to examine potential predictors of criminal recidivism, including
substance-specific substance use patterns, in prisoners with substance use. Methods: A
cohort of prisoners with substance use problems (N = 4,152) were assessed with the
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Addiction Severity Index (ASI) in the Swedish criminal justice system. Clients were
followed for an average of 2.7 years. Criminal recidivism was defined as any return to the
criminal justice system. Results: During follow-up, 69 percent (n = 2,862) returned to the
criminal justice system. Recidivism was associated with amphetamine and heroin use,
with an additive risk for injectors, and with polysubstance use. Also, recidivism was
negatively associated with alcohol, other opioids than heroin/methadone and with
hallucinogenic drugs, and positively associated with previous psychiatric in-patient
treatment, violent behaviour, and with a shorter index sentence. Associations remained
when controlling for type of crime. Conclusions: Even when controlling for type and
severity of crime, and for psychiatric problems, risk of criminal relapse was increased by
substance use variables, including amphetamine, heroin and polysubstance use, and an
additional risk was shown for injection drug users. These findings have implications for
the need for substance abuse treatment after release from prison. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Little research has examined attitudes towards people who use substances in
low and middle income countries (LMIC). Therefore, the present study examined the
attributions made by the general South African population about people who use
substances and whether these attributions differ by the type of substance being used, the
gender of the person using the substance, or the characteristics of the person making the
attribution. Method: A convenience sample of 868 members of the general public was
obtained through street-intercept methods. One of 8 vignettes portraying alcohol,
cannabis, methamphetamine or heroin, with either a male or female as the protagonist was
presented to each respondent. Respondents' attitudes towards the specific cases were
investigated. Results: Respondents held equally negative views of the presented
substances, with the exception of the cannabis vignette which was considered
significantly less "dangerous" than the alcohol vignette. Respondents were more likely to
offer "help" to women who use alcohol, but more likely to suggest "coercion into
treatment" for men. Individuals who scored higher on the ASSIST were more likely to
hold negative attitudes towards substance users and black African respondents were more
likely to offer help to individuals who use substances. Conclusion: The stigma associated
with substance use in South Africa is high and not necessarily dependent on the drug of
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choice. However, a range of factors, including gender of the substance user, and ethnicity
of the rater, may impact on stigma. Interventions designed to strengthen mental health
literacy and gender-focused anti-stigma campaigns may have the potential to increase
treatment seeking behaviour. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: The ultra high risk state for psychosis has not been studied in young
offender populations. Prison populations have higher rates of psychiatric morbidity and
substance use disorders. Due to the age profile of young offenders one would expect to
find a high prevalence of individuals with pre-psychotic or ultra-high risk mental states
for psychosis (UHR). Accordingly young offender institutions offer an opportunity for
early interventions which could result in improved long term mental health, social and
legal outcomes. In the course of establishing a mental health in-reach service into
Ireland's only young offender prison, we sought to estimate unmet mental health needs.
Methods: Every third new committal to a young offenders prison was interviewed using
the Comprehensive Assessment of At-Risk Mental States (CAARMS) to identify the
Ultra High Risk (UHR) state and a structured interview for assessing drug and alcohol
misuse according to DSM-IV-TR criteria, the Developmental Understanding of Drug
Misuse and Dependence - Short Form (DUNDRUM-S). Results: Over a twelve month
period 171 young male offenders aged 16 to 20 were assessed. Of these 39 (23%, 95%
confidence interval 18% to 30%) met UHR criteria. UHR states peaked at 18 years, were
associated with lower SOFAS scores for social and occupational function and were also
associated with multiple substance misuse. The relationship with lower SOFAS scores
persisted even when co-varying for multiple substance misuse. Conclusions: Although
psychotic symptoms are common in community samples of children and adolescents, the
prevalence of the UHR state in young offenders was higher than reported for community
samples. The association with impaired function also suggests that this may be part of a
developing disorder. Much more attention should be paid to the relationship of UHR
states to substance misuse and to the health needs of young offenders. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Substance misuse is predicted to become an increasing problem in the older adult
population. Individuals with psychiatric symptoms are at increased risk for a co-occurring
substance use disorder, further complicating accurate diagnosis and effective treatment.
The abuse of substances, including alcohol and prescribed or illicit drugs, can have
deleterious effects on an individual's emotional, physical and cognitive well-being. These
effects may be exacerbated by age and, therefore, potential substance misuse should be
screened for as rigorously in older patients as in younger adults. Despite research into
patterns and consequences of alcohol and prescription drug misuse in older populations,
there are limited data on the use of other illicit substances. Most treatment protocols have
been developed in younger populations, but basic premises have been extrapolated and
revised to suit older adults. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: Physical health problems are pervasive among patients with co-occurring
substance use and mental disorders. Yet, drug treatment programs often ignore tobacco
use and its association with health. Abstinence self-efficacy has been associated with
improved outcomes for co-occurring disorders, which in turn may also impact physical
health. This study had the goal of assessing whether abstinence self-efficacy for drugs and
alcohol and availability and use of services would influence tobacco use and other
health-related outcomes among 351 individuals with co-occurring disorders in residential
drug treatment. Methods: Structural models tested the impact of baseline abstinence
self-efficacy and treatment service characteristics on 6-month outcomes of health
problems, functional limitations, health perceptions, and cigarette and heavy alcohol use.
Demographics and baseline values for outcome variables were included as covariates.
Results: Correlations within time for poor health, cigarette use, and heavy alcohol use
were substantial. A longer time in drug treatment was associated with less cigarette and
heavy alcohol use at a 6-month follow-up. Baseline health problems were associated with
more cigarette use and functional limitations at 6-months. Abstinence self-efficacy did not
predict less cigarette use but predicted less heavy alcohol use and fewer functional
limitations. Availability of specialized dual diagnosis groups and more on-site
psychological services were not directly associated with outcomes but had an impact
through indirect effects on more psychological service utilization which predicted better
subjective health. Conclusions: Improving overall treatment retention and services
utilization among patients with co-occurring disorders may generalize to improved health
perceptions, but specific health promotion and smoking-cessation interventions are
warranted to improve health outcomes. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Comments on an article "The potential role of long-acting injectable antipsychotics in
people with schizophrenia and comorbid substance use", M. M. Koola et al. (see record
2012-32032-008). Koola et al. points out quite clearly the paucity of randomized
controlled trials of pharmacologic agents in this population. The literature suggests that
the traditional or classic typical antipsychotic medications are not particularly helpful for
these patients, and there is even some evidence that their use may be associated with
increased use of substances. Given the data, as reviewed by Koola et al., the potential
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benefits of long-acting injectable antipsychotic medications in patients with schizophrenia
in general, it is perhaps surprising that there have not been more studies of the injectable
medications in patients with schizophrenia and co-occurring substance use disorders.
Performing such studies, however, will require substantial funding, since recruitment of
the population is so difficult. Multisite studies, each site with extensive recruitment
networks, will be needed to complete enrollment of the population. Then, active
interventions to maintain patients in treatment will also be needed, given the issue of nonadherence in this population, for the studies to be completed successfully. In such studies,
should injectable antipsychotics demonstrate an ability to improve medication adherence,
decrease substance use, or improve symptoms as compared to oral agents, they may
become an important aspect of the pharmacotherapeutic armamentarium for these most
difficult-to-treat cases. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Taylor & Francis Group, LLC
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Abstract:

Objective: Treatment of schizophrenia in patients with comorbid substance use
(alcohol/illicit drug use, abuse, or dependence) presents challenges for public health
systems. Substance use in people with schizophrenia is up to four times greater than the
general population and is associated with medication nonadherence and poor outcomes.
Therefore, continuous antipsychotic treatment in this population may pose more of a
challenge than for those with schizophrenia alone. Many clinical trials and treatment
recommendations in schizophrenia do not take into consideration substance use, as people
with comorbid substance use have typically been excluded from most antipsychotic trials.
Nonetheless, antipsychotic treatment appears to be as efficacious in this population,
although treatment discontinuation remains high. The objective of this review was to
highlight the importance and utility of considering long-acting injectable antipsychotics
for patients with schizophrenia and comorbid substance use. Methods: We did a literature
search using PubMed with keywords schizophrenia and substance use/abuse/dependence,
nonadherence, antipsychotics, long-acting injectables, relapse, and psychosocial
interventions. We limited our search to human studies published in English and 4,971
articles were identified. We focused on clinical trials, case reports, case series, reviews,
and meta-analyses, resulting in 125 articles from 1975 to 2011. Results: Our review
suggests the potential role of long-acting injectables for people with comorbid substance
use and schizophrenia in leading to improvements in psychopathology, relapse
prevention, fewer rehospitalizations, and better outcomes. Conclusions: While more
Page 30

NHS Evidence | library.nhs.uk

research is needed, long-acting antipsychotics should be considered an important option
in the management of cases of schizophrenia and comorbid substance use. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Comments on the article by Potvin, Stavro and Pelletier (see record 2012-32037-006).
Their article is a welcome contribution to the field by its focus on delineating the
apparently contradictory relationships between cognitive functioning and different
commonly used substances in this population, and it suggests potential explanations that
may account for the paradoxical findings. In their review of 45 studies of substance use
and cognition, Potvin et al identified 3 factors that appear to explain significant variability
across study findings: age of the individual; type of cognitive function measured; and type
of substance used. The present authors briefly describe two methodological
considerations that may further inform research aimed at understanding the effects of
substance abuse on cognitive functioning in schizophrenia. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Objective: Individuals with either schizophrenia or a substance use disorder have been
shown to independently display cognitive deficits. Patients with schizophrenia who abuse
psychoactive substances should then arguably display an aggravation in cognitive
impairment. However, cognitive integrity among individuals with dual diagnosis remains
paradoxical, with some studies reporting dysfunction and others reporting preservation.
Methods: A literature search of PubMed and PsycINFO was conducted using the
following major inclusion criteria: (a) schizophrenia-spectrum disorder, (b) presence or
absence of a substance use disorder, and (c) measures of cognitive function. Results:
Young patients with schizophrenia and comorbid substance abuse typically display better
cognitive abilities than older individuals with dual diagnosis. Also, depending on the type
of task assessed, cognition either remains relatively intact (e.g., psychomotor speed),
dysfunctional (e.g., verbal memory), or ambiguous (e.g., impulsivity). Performance on
tasks of impulsivity, however, remains particularly difficult to interpret, most probably
due to the complexity of the multidimensional construct of this cognitive domain. Finally,
depending on the preference of psychoactive substance used, some individuals with dual
diagnosis exhibit better cognitive function (e.g., cannabis), while others display marked
decreases on task performance (e.g., alcohol), relative to those with schizophrenia only.
Conclusions: Age, type of cognitive function measured, and type of psychoactive
substance abused appear to be three factors that interact to contribute to the array of
current findings among patients with dual diagnoses of schizophrenia and substance use
disorder. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: The authors sought to determine the prevalence of nicotine use disorder,
related demographic characteristic features, and associated correlates of nicotine use
disorder among bipolar patients who attended inpatient and outpatient services in a
university hospital setting in Malaysia. Methods: In this cross-sectional study conducted
from March 2009 to September 2010, a total of 121 bipolar patients, whose diagnoses
were based on the Mini International Neuropsychiatric Interview (bipolar version 5.0.0),
were recruited. Their nicotine use disorders were assessed with the Mini International
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Neuropsychiatric Interview (plus version) and the Fagerstrom Test for Nicotine
Dependence. The associated correlates of nicotine use disorder were assessed with the
Addiction Severity Index-Lite-Clinical Factors version. The number of lifetime
hospitalizations and the survival days (defined as the number of days between the last
discharge and the most current readmission for all patients who had been readmitted to
the hospital) were calculated. Results: The prevalence of nicotine use disorder among
bipolar patients was 22.3% (n = 27). Male gender was the only demographic factor that
was statistically associated with nicotine use disorder (p < .001). Patients with nicotine
use disorder had significantly more psychiatric hospitalizations than those without
nicotine use disorder after adjusting for gender, race, employment status, education level
and duration of illness (p < .001). Conclusions: The rate of nicotine use disorder among
bipolar patients in this study is similar to that of the general population in Malaysia but
lower than that of hospitalized bipolar patients in other parts of the world. Male bipolar
patients had higher risk of nicotine use disorder, which was also associated with a higher
rate of prior psychiatric hospitalizations. Because there is a high prevalence of nicotine
use disorder among bipolar patients, as well as potential interactions with the course of
the disorder, nicotine use should be addressed in these patients. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: Prevalence and correlates of past-year acute behavioral health care use were
examined. Methods: Data are from the 2008 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (N
= 10,069 adults with behavioral health disorders). Associations between past-year acute
behavioral health care use and factors related to health care use were examined through
bivariate and logistic regression analyses per Andersen's behavioral model of health
services utilization. Results: Five percent of those with a behavioral health disorder used
acute behavioral health care services. Several variables were significantly associated with
acute care use in the final logistic regression model (R = .179, p < .0001). Individuals
with co-occurring mental illness and substance use disorders (OR = 2.58), severe mental
illness (OR = 2.89), and co-occurring severe mental illness and substance use disorders
(OR = 4.15) were more likely to utilize acute behavioral health care services compared to
those with non-severe mental illness only. Individuals with only one type of behavioral
health disorder were most likely to receive services targeting only that area of need.
However, the majority of those with co-occurring disorders (i.e., > 80%) received acute
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care for only one of their behavioral health disorders. Those with any past-year criminal
justice involvement (OR = 3.19) were also significantly more likely to receive acute
behavioral care in the past year. Conclusions: Individuals with co-occurring disorders
have the highest rates of acute behavioral health care service utilization. Treatment for
both conditions is rarely obtained in acute care facilities, supporting the need for better
integration of care in these settings. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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41. Patterns and predictors of changes in substance use in individuals with schizophrenia and affective disorders.
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Abstract:

Objective: This study examined patterns and predictors of changes in substance use over
1 year in individuals with schizophrenia and affective disorders. We examined patterns of
cocaine use over time, baseline predictors of continued cocaine use over 1 year, and
predictors of transitions into and out of drug use and treatment. Methods: We recruited
240 individuals with schizophrenia and affective disorders who met DSM-IV criteria for
current cocaine dependence or cocaine dependence in early full or sustained full
remission and assessed them five times over 12 months. Results: There was no change
over time in either the proportion of the sample with at least 1 day of cocaine use in the
past month or in the average number of days of cocaine use among those who reported
any use. Baseline variables assessing actual substance use were found to predict a
decreased likelihood of cocaine use. Several such variables-including self-reported use of
cocaine, positive urinalysis results for marijuana, and positive urinalysis results for
cocaine-were predictive of transitions into and out of outpatient substance abuse
treatment. Readiness to change variables such as self-efficacy and temptation to use drugs
showed different predictive patterns for the schizophrenia and affective disorder groups.
Conclusions: These findings illustrate how drug use may show a cyclical pattern for those
with serious mental illness, in which more severe use-characterized by greater frequency
of use and associated problems-is followed by decreased use over time. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This article describes five creative experiential classroom activities used in teaching
addictions. The activities were integrated into the classroom curriculum and were
processed weekly in focused dialogue. Student reflections throughout the article add
depth to the meaning gained from the experience of the change process. The students'
feedback suggests that experiential learning in addictions education can notably and
positively impact attitudes toward change, addictions, and persons with addictions.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This study examined the potential differential benefits for patients with co-occurring
psychiatric and substance use disorders (SUDs) entering treatment at one of three types of
treatment programs: dual-diagnosis, SUD, and psychiatric treatment programs. This
quasiexperimental study compared 6-month substance use and psychiatric symptom
outcomes of 257 adults with co-occurring substance use and psychiatric disorders who
had sought treatment at one of four outpatient treatment programs that used group
treatment as the main treatment modality: a dual diagnosis, a psychiatric, or one of two
SUD treatment programs. At treatment initiation, patients received a structured diagnostic
interview and a survey assessing SUD and psychiatric symptoms; the survey was
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readministered 6 months later. Multiple and logistic regression analyses examined patient
SUD and psychiatric outcome indicators to compare potential benefits of initiating
treatment at a dual-diagnosis treatment program. At treatment entry, patients who entered
the dual-diagnosis treatment program had a lower rate of abstinence for both alcohol and
illicit drug use and had a higher rate of suicide attempt in the past 30 days than patients
who entered SUD or psychiatric treatment programs. At 6-month follow-up, controlling
for differences at treatment initiation, patients who initiated treatment at the
dual-diagnosis treatment program no longer had a lower rate of abstinence for both
alcohol and illicit drug use as compared with patients who entered SUD or psychiatric
treatment programs; however, among subgroups of patients who continued to use
substances, patients who initiated treatment at the dual-diagnosis treatment program had
more days of heavy alcohol use and more days of illicit drug use. In addition, patients
who initiated treatment at the dual-diagnosis treatment program were no longer
characterized by a higher suicide attempt rate. There may be advantages for patients with
co-occurring disorders to enter a dual-diagnosis treatment program rather than initiating
treatment at an SUD or psychiatric program, especially in regard to managing suicidal
behavior. Future studies are necessary to identify patient subgroups that might benefit
most from initiating treatment at programs with a dual-diagnosis focus and to explore the
key characteristics of effective dual-diagnosis programs. Furthermore, it may be
important for dual-diagnosis treatment programs to monitor patient outcomes and focus
resources on treating SUD issues among nonabstainers. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) is a mainstay for recovery from alcoholism, yet critical
aspects of this program remain only partially understood, including the element of
storytelling. Using qualitative research methods derived from narrative analysis, we
examined a set of personal stories from the "Big Book" of AA and proposed a normative,
structural model for these accounts. The overall storyline followed classical literary
conventions for tragedy and comedy. Prototypical stages included: (1) first or early
drinking, (2) alcoholic regression, (3) hitting bottom, (4) progress in the AA program, and
(5) stable sobriety, embedded in a subjective, evaluative function over time. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This study assessed the psychometric properties of the Perceived Sense of Community
Scale (PSCS). Psychological sense of community is a construct that has been developed
primarily in the field of community psychology and deals with the feelings of
connectedness, group membership, and need fulfillment that members of small groups or
larger communities may have toward other members. The current research explores this
concept in the evaluation of Oxford Houses, residential homes designed to provide mutual
support to individuals recovering from substance abuse and dependence, through the use
of the PSCS. Overall, the PSCS was a multidimensional scale exhibiting a cluster of
negatively phrased items with a large number of highly loading items. Within the
three-factor structure, two factors were nearly perfectly correlated, and neither sex nor
race bias affected the initial formulation. However, sex and race were significant (but of
small magnitude) covariates in a later sample, and highly reliable subscales were
formulated with five items. Taken together, the PSCS was capable of performing as an
acceptable measurement model in latent analysis. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The present study examined 12-step involvement categorically and its relation to coping
strategies and self-efficacy for abstinence among 42 members of Alcoholics Anonymous
and Narcotics Anonymous and 42 recovering addicts/alcoholics residing in
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democratically operated recovery homes (Oxford Houses). Participants who were
categorically involved in a set of 12-step activities reported significantly lower levels of
emotion-focused coping strategies and significantly higher levels of social-support coping
strategies and self-efficacy for abstinence compared with those who were less involved.
Twelve-step meeting attendance was not significantly related to outcomes. Findings
suggest that categorical involvement in 12-step activities equips recovering
alcoholics/addicts with active coping strategies for their ongoing recovery. Implications
for future research are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This editorial describes the articles contained in this issue. The editors point out that it is
their hope that they develop a review process that encourages new work and supports the
development of younger authors by providing critical feedback that moves their work
toward publication. The first two articles are from a prolific group of investigators that
produced a special issue on the Oxford House model. Another article utilizes the
approach of narrative analysis to deepen our understanding of the mechanism of action of
Alcoholics Anonymous. The final article expands on our understanding of how
co-occurring disorders affect the process of recovery from addiction. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Chronic alcohol consumption results in neuropsychological deficits, which are now well
documented. Executive functioning, episodic memory and metamemory, visuospatial and
psychomotor abilities, and emotional functioning are impaired in some alcoholic patients.
The heterogeneity of the alcohol-related neuropsychological impairments can make it
difficult to differentiate alcoholism from Korsakoff's syndrome, alcoholic dementia,
traumatic brain injury, aging or dementia. The graded effects of impairments observed in
alcoholism, Korsakoff's syndrome and alcohol-related dementia reinforce the continuity
theory. There is no evidence that chronic alcoholism contributes to the
neuropsychological changes observed in aging, dementia (Alzheimer's disease,
fronto-temporal dementia) or traumatic brain injury. It seems essential for
neuropsychologists, who evaluate elderly or brain-injured patients in clinical settings, to
question about alcohol consumption in order to take into consideration potential
alcohol-related neuropsychological deficits (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The Nancy Lurie Marks Family Foundation (NLMFF) seeks to enhance the lives of
people with autism by funding basic biomedical research, providing resources for
advocacy and policy groups, and making available social services for families. We believe
that access to improved medical diagnosis and treatment and to better means of
communication is the surest path for autistic individuals to find increased enjoyment in
social and family life, obtain meaningful employment, and discover ways of independent
living and creative expression. The principal goal of the scientific program at the NLMFF
is to contribute to this deeper understanding of the biological basis of autism. There are
many surprising and original observations on how autism is perceived in highly
developed and populous areas as well as in remote regions of the world. The pace of
discovery in autism research now matches that in many other areas of clinical
neuroscience, including schizophrenia, addiction, Alzheimer's disease, and depression.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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50. Systemic psychotherapy and cultural context.
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Abstract:

According to Devereux' conception, the "ethnic disease" represents the expressing of
strains and tensions which are found within a specific culture or a certain period in
history. The evolution of time demonstrates changes in symptoms of portrayal of distress:
where some expressions of female malaise are less frequent in our times (hysteria), other
disorders have erupted in social life which formerly were rare or virtually unknown
(eating disorders, addiction). Our ecosystemic approach has a type of multidimensional
focus (Falicov), therefore it goes beyond what is normally defined as "family therapy",
into a pure ethnical approach. Bateson's anthropological work gives us guided criteria
valid for therapy as well. The first step is to clarify if the culture (or family) being
observed is able to classify its own experience in a completely different manner than the
observer (or therapist). Therapy is also a comparison between various epistemologies.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This editorial is devoted to the topic of cognitive enhancers which is arguably one of the
most contentious issues in modern neuroscience and how pharmacologically human
cognitive performance could be enhanced. Whilst these are worthy topics of debate, this
special issue of Neuropharmacology focuses on the underlying neurobiology of cognitive
function and dysfunction and strategies, both pharmacological and otherwise, to improve
or normalize cognitive performance and behavior. By drawing on a large pool of
international experts the special issue covers a wide range of topics. These range from the
cellular and molecular substrates of learning and memory, an understanding of which is
required if we are to harness these mechanisms for clinical benefit, to studies addressing
the basis of cognitive dysfunction and the potential for its improvement in conditions
including autism, Alzheimer's disease, drug addiction and schizophrenia. This rich
diversity of research into the fundamental and applied aspects of cognitive enhancement
holds great promise for the future. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved)
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Abstract:

A significant portion of teens work while in school and the consequences of that work are
of potential concern to society. While there is widespread support for combining work
and school, and some evidence that employment has positive effects on youth
development, previous research has revealed some potentially harmful consequences of
employment among teens. In this paper, we investigate the relationship between teen
employment and substance use. We extended this literature by studying two different
cohorts of youth, and by exploiting arguably exogenous variation in youth employment
and earnings caused by changes in minimum wages and the business cycle
(unemployment). Estimates suggest that hours of work are positively associated with
alcohol and cigarette use. However, if selection on unobserved variables were equal to
selection on observed variables, these associations would be close to zero. With respect to
the association between earnings and substance use, the evidence is less clear. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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53. Unhealthy alcohol use, HIV infection and risk of liver fibrosis in drug users with hepatitis C.
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Language:
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Abstract:

Aim: To analyze alcohol use, clinical data and laboratory parameters that may affect
FIB-4, an index for measuring liver fibrosis, in HCV-monoinfected and HCV /
HIV-coinfected drug users. Patients and Methods: Patients admitted for substance abuse
treatment between 1994 and 2006 were studied. Sociodemographic data, alcohol and drug
use characteristics and clinical variables were obtained through hospital records. Blood
samples for biochemistry, liver function tests, CD4 cell count, and serology of HIV and
HCV infection were collected at admission. Multivariate linear regression was used to
analyze the predictors of FIB-4 increase. Results: A total of 472 (83% M, 17% F) patients
were eligible. The median age at admission was 31 years (Interquartile range (IQR) 27-35
years), and the median duration of drug use was 10 years (IQR 5.5-15 years). Unhealthy
drinking (> 50 grams/ day) was reported in 32% of the patients. The FIB-4 scores were
significantly greater in the HCV/HIV-coinfected patients (1.14, IQR 0.76-1.87) than in
the HCV-monoinfected patients (0.75, IQR 0.56-1.11) (p < 0.001). In the multivariate
analysis, unhealthy drinking (p = 0.034), lower total cholesterol (p = 0.042), serum
albumin (p < 0.001), higher GGT (p < 0.001) and a longer duration of addiction (p =
0.005) were independently associated with higher FIB-4 scores in the HCV-monoinfected
drug users. The effect of unhealthy drinking on FIB-4 scores disappeared in the
HCV/HIV-coinfected patients, whereas lower serum albumin (p < 0.001), a lower CD4
cell count (p = 0.006), higher total bilirubin (p,0.001) and a longer drug addiction
duration (p < 0.001) were significantly associated with higher FIB-4 values. Conclusions:
Unhealthy alcohol use in the HCV-monoinfected patients and HIV-related
immunodeficiency in the HCV / HIVcoinfected patients are important risk factors
associated with liver fibrosis in the respective populations (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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54. Polydrug use during pregnancy and neonatal outcome: Data from a ten-year retrospective French study.
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Abstract:

Objective: To analyse the modalities and consequences of multiple drug use during
pregnancy. Methods: 170 neonates whose mothers declared using at least two
psychoactive substances, in a French hospital, between 1999 and 2008 were studied. Data
was obtained from obstetrical, neonatal and addiction file records. Results: The identified
mothers used on average three products at delivery, mostly tobacco, opiate substitution
treatment, cannabis, alcohol and benzodiazepines. The birth cohort effect was very
marked. The women using more than four substances experienced significantly more
pregnancy terminations in their lives. Their newborns showed significant differences in
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terms of preterm births (31.3% < 37 weeks), birth weights, sizes and neonatal abstinence
syndromes (37.5% had a Lipsitz score >9). They were twice as likely to be taken into
foster care. Long hospitalisations were three times more frequent for them (32.8%
duration >30 days). Conclusion: Multiple drug use in pregnancy is a risk factor resulting
in poor outcome whatever the combination of substances. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

What is known and Objective: To determine to what extent patient interviews contribute
to the identification of drug-related problems (DRPs) in home medication reviews, in
terms of number, type and clinical relevance. Methods: We performed a cross-sectional
study within the intervention arm of a randomized controlled trial. Patients were recruited
from 10 Dutch community pharmacies. Patients were eligible if they were
home-dwelling, aged 65 years and over and used five or more different drugs, including at
least one cardiovascular or antidiabetic drug. The community pharmacist interviewed the
patient at home about the medicines and identified potential DRPs in combination with
medication and clinical records. This medication review was assessed and modified by an
independent pharmacist reviewers' panel. Outcomes were the number and type of DRPs
and recommendations and percentage of clinical relevant DRPs. Clinical relevance of
DRPs was assessed by DRPs assigned a high priority, DRPs followed by
recommendations for drug change and DRPs followed by implemented recommendations
for drug change. Results: A total of 1565 potential DRPs and recommendations (10 per
patient).were identified for 155 patients (median age, 76 years; 54% women). Fifty-eight
per cent of all recommendations involved a drug change; 27% of all DRPs were identified
during patient interviews and 74% from medication and clinical records. Compared to
DRPs identified from patient medication and clinical records, DRPs identified during
patient interviews were more frequently assigned a high priority (OR = 18 [14-22]), were
more frequently associated with recommendations for drug change (OR = 24 [19-31]) and
were implemented recommendations for drug change (OR = 28 [21-37]). What is new
and Conclusion: This study shows that more than a quarter of all DRPs were identified
during patient interviews. DRPs identified during patient interviews were more frequently
assigned a higher clinical relevance. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Preliminary research studies suggest that some people who use computer, video games,
and the Internet heavily develop dysfunctional symptoms, often referred to in the popular
press as an "addiction." Although several studies have measured various facets of this
issue, there has been no common framework within which to view these studies. This
paper aims to provide a conceptual framework of "impulse control disorders" and
describe what is known currently based on a review of the international literature, and
highlight what remains to be studied. We suggest the term "Pathological Technology Use"
(PTU) rather than "internet addiction", since there is robust construct validity (via
convergent validity and comorbidity) for pathological computer, video game and Internet
use, regardless of how individual researchers defined or measured it. Questions
concerning diagnostic criteria are raised, and a common set of diagnostic criteria is
proposed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Previous research has consistently documented high rates of tobacco smoking and
substance use disorders among young people with serious mental illness. However,
limited studies have been conducted outside traditional clinical settings. In an attempt to
address this shortfall and to better understand the needs of young people accessing its
services, a national psychiatric disability support service (Neami) examined the
prevalence and impact of substance use among 120 consumers from across Australia aged
30 years and under. Results indicated extremely high rates of tobacco use, with 68% of
participants identified as daily smokers. In addition, 33.4% met criteria for an alcohol use
disorder, whilst 40.8% met criteria for a cannabis use disorder. Overall rates of other
illicit substance use were low. This study reinforces the need for routine alcohol and drug
screening and assessment across all mental health settings, as well as appropriate support
strategies that address high level smoking and caffeine intake. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Concerns about methamphetamine/crystal methamphetamine (MA) have featured
prominently in the Canadian media and on addiction treatment agency agendas. We
examined MA admissions at addiction treatment agencies to determine if a service gap
existed. In 2006, all addiction treatment agencies (n = 124) in Ontario, Canada were
invited to complete an on-line survey. The provincial database provided admissions data
for 2006-2008. Amongst participants (n = 100), 53% reported an increase in clients with
MA problems between 2004 and 2005. Nine percent considered MA to be a significant
problem and 60% indicated that MA was a minor problem or not a problem in 2005.
Forty-seven percent of participants said that MA problems were more common among
males and 60% of MA clients were aged 16-24. Most (89%) agencies integrated MA
clients into regular programs and 73% had not considered developing specialized MA
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programs. MA admissions peaked at 2.4% of admissions in 2005 and dropped to a lower,
stable percent (2006-2008). Media and public alarm about a MA 'epidemic' is not
consistent with admissions data or agency experience. Consideration of objective
evidence before demands for additional resources is necessary. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Ethnographic and qualitative research were utilized to examine how the effects of
geographic place can be related to heroin abuse and collective identity in
non-metropolitan areas (NMAs) in the mid-Hudson region of New York State, U.S. The
socio-geographic consequences of this interrelationship are explored. In-depth interviews
were conducted with 237 recent admissions to drug treatment at 28 facilities in the seven
mid-Hudson region counties. The effects of geographic place and collective identity
emerged in interviews through narratives relating to heroin experimentation, subsequent
dependence, and the lure of New York City. Heroin experimentation and the New York
City lifestyle are collectively constructed by many respondents as "cool." They are both
oriented toward city life and in conflict with what respondents believe to be a lack of
community and caring among city dwellers and the dehumanizing effects of the city. The
idea that heroin use is cool serves as tacit permission to experiment with heroin.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The co-occurrence of substance use and mental health problems, often referred to as dual
diagnosis (DD), is increasingly recognised as commonplace within substance abuse
treatment programs. Two-hundred and thirty-four individuals from 9 Australian Salvation
Army drug and alcohol rehabilitation programs completed a 3-month post-discharge
telephone follow-up. Using a cut-off score from the Psychiatric Subscale of the Addiction
Severity Index (5th ed.), 66.7% were classified as likely to have DD and 33.3% as
substance use disorder only (SUD). Both groups reported comparable and decreased
substance use levels at follow-up, yet DD individuals perceived less improvement in
substance use problems. Comparable improvements were reported in the areas of:
symptom distress and recovery from symptoms. This was despite greater scope for
improvement in individuals with DD. Duration of treatment and access to post treatment
services were also assessed. Understanding factors effecting treatment outcomes is
imperative for the implementation of effective, evidence based treatment programs.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This paper explores recovery-promoting care as experienced by persons with concomitant
severe mental illness and substance misuse. Sixteen in-depth interviews, based on an
interview guide concerning their experiences of health, life situation and care, were held
with eight participants in an outpatient treatment programme. The analysis aimed to
identify themes reflecting the diversity and complexity of the phenomenon
recovery-promoting care. Six themes emerged: "entirety", "participation and reciprocal
relations", "stability", "symptom control", "mindfulness", and "dignity and autonomy".
The participants reported that care conveying experiences of meaningfulness and
providing empowerment increased their motivation and their capacity to take an active
part in the recovery process. The findings of the study underscore the importance of
incorporating the patients' perspectives on what promotes recovery when offering mental
health services. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Currently, studies exploring the relationship between treatment expectations (TE) and
outcome among individuals with substance use problems are significantly lacking. This is
important as relapse and attrition rates among this group are greater than those with other
psychological problems. Understanding how TE impact treatment outcomes among this
group would provide information to clinicians about which TE to intervene in order to
positively influence treatment outcomes. Thus, this eight-month follow-up study
investigated TE that could predict treatment outcomes (i.e., clients' substance use, mood
states, number of treatment sessions received and clients' satisfaction with the service they
received) among 130 outpatients with substance use problems. Using binary logistic
regression, age, gender and TE were entered as predictors of treatment outcomes. Results
showed that those that had higher expectations about taking responsibility and being open
in counseling were more likely to report improvements in their main substance of
concern. Furthermore, those that had higher expectations for a positive outcome from
counseling were more likely to improve their mood especially depression levels.
Although TE could not predict attrition, younger clients were more likely to leave
treatment without notice or against advice, receive less treatment sessions and be less
satisfied with the treatment they received. Individuals that had higher expectations of
being open in counseling and for clinicians' to self-disclosure were more likely to be
satisfied with the treatment they received. The findings not only have clinical implications
but also implications in relation to developing policies for clinicians working with clients
with substance use problems as well as conducting further research in this area.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

In an exploratory study of Therapeutic Alliance (TA) in brief outpatient treatment for
alcohol dependence the relationship was investigated between TA and treatment outcome
(measured at 6 weeks and 6 months) for 69 alcohol dependent clients participating in a
randomised control trial between Motivational Enhancement Therapy and Non Directive
Reflective Listening. TA was significantly higher for clients who attended all four
sessions. The correlation between TA and change in per cent days abstinent (PDA)
between baseline and 6 weeks approached significance. TA was significantly correlated
with the Alcohol Problem Questionnaire (APQ) at 6 months and with change in APQ
scores between baseline and 6 months. These relationships remained significant when
treatment assignment was controlled for. Whilst there was a trend towards a relationship
between TA and change in PDA between baseline and 6 months, this trend no longer
remained when both treatment assignment and early change in drinking levels were
controlled for. Therapeutic alliance may be a useful additional maker to predict outcome,
but early treatment response appears to be a better predictor. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Purpose: We examined the feasibility of using cell phones to monitor medication
adherence among homeless participants and collected data for research purposes. Data
sources: Ten homeless individuals with a co-occurring substance use and psychiatric
disorders who were receiving psychopharmacologic treatment participated in the study.
All psychopharmacologic treatment was provided by a psychiatric mental health nurse
practitioner. Cell phones were provided to participants with unlimited phone service for
45 days. An automated telephone system was programmed to call participants daily for 30
days. All participant responses were reported to a computer and reviewed by study staff
on a daily basis. Conclusions: The automated calls reached study participants 93% of
days and, when reached, participants reported 100% adherence with the prescribed
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medication regimen. Exit interviews indicated strong support for the usefulness of the
phone and the value of the call and survey as reminders to take their medication. No
patients dropped out of this study. Implications for practice: This pilot study establishes
the feasibility of using cell phones to monitor and manage medication regimens for
hard-to-reach populations, such as the homeless with co-occurring disorders. It also
establishes that this technology would work for research data collection. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

(from the cover) Drawing from a broad range of sources, including narratives written
expressly for this book, self-published accounts, and excerpts from previously published
memoirs, this distinctive set of personal stories covers and illustrates a wide spectrum of
mental disorder categories, including: Schizophrenia and other psychotic disorders; Mood
disorders; Anxiety disorders; personality disorders; substance-related disorders; eating
disorders; cognitive disorders; somatoform disorders; dissociative disorders; gender
identity disorders; sleep disorders; disorders usually first diagnosed in infancy, childhood,
or adolescence; and impulse control disorders. Reflecting a recovery orientation and
strengths-based approach, the authentic and relevant stories in First Person Accounts of
Mental Illness and Recovery promote a greater appreciation for the individual's role in
treatment and an expansion of hope and recovery. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013
APA, all rights reserved)
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66. 100 years ago in addiction science.
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Abstract:

Notwithstanding the author's contrary protestations, this article constituted
self-advertising for a recently published novel. The gist of this piece is to claim that no
novelist previously had handled competently the fictional description of inebriety,
whereas he himself had successfully done so. There follow a series of appraisals that
comment on the way in which inebriety was treated by well-known writers, starting with
Charles Dickens. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

The author documented the history of abusive addiction treatment in USA in Help at Any
Cost: How the Troubled Teen Industry Cons Parents and Hurts Kids. The most
psychologically damaging treatment was pioneered by Synanon, which is the father of all
US 'therapeutic community programs', including the two largest public treatment centers
currently operating in the USA. Public humiliation, food deprivation, sleep deprivation,
forced meaningless labor, the wearing of humiliating outfits and signs, and hours of being
screamed at and being targeted to be 'broken down' continued to be common practice in
many 'therapeutic communities' and some other rehabilitations until at least the early
1990s. The author still hear regularly from recent graduates of US addiction programs
who report the use of humiliating and degrading tactics. The US criminal justice system
supplied at least half of therapeutic community inmates for many years, so, as in foreign
programs, they are often state-mandated. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all
rights reserved)
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68. Contingent incentives reduce cigarette smoking among pregnant, methadone-maintained women: Results of an
initial feasibility and efficacy randomized clinical trial.
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Abstract:

Aims: This study examined the feasibility and efficacy of behavioral incentives for
reducing cigarette smoking among pregnant methadone-maintained patients. Design:
Participants (n = 102) were assigned randomly to: (i) contingent behavioral incentives
(CBI: n = 42); (ii) non-contingent behavioral incentives (NCBI: n = 28); or (iii) treatment
as usual (TAU: n = 32). Setting: Study procedures were implemented at the Center for
Addiction and Pregnancy in Baltimore, MD. Participants: Study participants were
pregnant, methadone-maintained women enrolled in substance use disorder treatment.
Measurements: Baseline carbon monoxide (CO) levels were calculated for each
participant. Subsequently, breath samples were tested three times weekly to measure
changes in smoking behavior. CBI participants received incentives for target reductions
from baseline: any reduction (week 1); 10% reduction (weeks 2-4), 25% reduction (weeks
5-7), 50% reduction (weeks 8-9), 75% reduction (week 10-11); and abstinence [CO < 4
parts per million (p.p.m.)] (week 12 until delivery). NCBI participants received incentives
independent of smoking CO measurement results. TAU participants received no
incentives, the standard treatment at the program. Findings: CBI condition participants
submitted significantly lower mean CO values than the NCBI and TAU conditions over
the course of the intervention (P < 0.0001). Nearly half (48%) of the CBI participants met
the 75% smoking reduction target and one-third (31%) met the abstinence target at week
12. In contrast, none of the NCBI met either the 75% or abstinence targets. Only 2% of
the TAU participants met the 75% reduction and none of the TAU participants met the
abstinence targets. These smoking behavior reductions did not yield significant
differences in birth outcomes. Conclusions: Cigarette smoking may be reduced
significantly among pregnant, methadone-maintained women through the use of
contingent reinforcement for gradual reductions in breath carbon monoxide levels.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Comments on an article by W. M. Bosker et al. (see record 2012-24821-022). The number
of road traffic accidents and road deaths is increasing. The bulk of scientific evidence
shows that cannabis increases the risk of being psychomotor-impaired in a way that
influences the ability to drive a motor vehicle. Traffic medicine and the effect of
intoxicating drugs may be viewed as a very specialized or limited area of research. There
is, however, good reason to consider this research important given the size of the traffic
accident problem. The investigation of impairing drugs in drivers can also function as a
window into the world of abuse and addiction, and may act as an early warning system,
picking up on trends. Finally, this research illustrates that drug use is no trivial matter and
people should not be able to engage in it without interference. It shows that the use of
cannabis products, be it recreational or medicinal use, may have consequences beyond the
individual, causing harm to others. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved)
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70. Medicinal 9-tetrahydrocannabinol (dronabinol) impairs on-the-road driving performance of occasional and heavy
cannabis users but is not detected in Standard Field Sobriety Tests.
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Abstract:

Aims: The acute and chronic effects of dronabinol [medicinal 9-tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC)] on actual driving performance and the Standard Field Sobriety Test (SFST) were
assessed. It was hypothesized that occasional users would be impaired on these tests and
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that heavy users would show less impairment due to tolerance. Design, setting and
participants: Double-blind, placebo-controlled, randomized, three-way cross-over study.
Twelve occasional and 12 heavy cannabis users (14 males/10 females) received single
doses of placebo, 10 and 20 mg dronabinol. Measurements: Standard deviation of lateral
position (SDLP; i.e. weaving) is the primary measure of road-tracking control. Time to
speed adaptation (TSA) is the primary reaction-time measure in the car-following test.
Percentage of impaired individuals on the SFST and subjective high on a visual analogue
scale were secondary measures. Findings: Superiority tests showed that SDLP (P = 0.008)
and TSA (P = 0.011) increased after dronabinol in occasional users. Equivalence tests
demonstrated that dronabinol-induced increments in SDLP were bigger than impairment
associated with BAC of 0.5 mg/ml in occasional and heavy users, although the magnitude
of driving impairment was generally less in heavy users. The SFST did not discriminate
between conditions. Levels of subjective high were comparable in occasional and heavy
users. Conclusions: Dronabinol (medicinal tetrahydrocannabinol) impairs driving
performance in occasional and heavy users in a dose-dependent way, but to a lesser
degree in heavy users due possibly to tolerance. The Standard Field Sobriety Test is not
sensitive to clinically relevant driving impairment caused by oral tetrahydrocannabinol.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Aim: To assess objectively prospective memory (PM) performance of individuals with
alcohol dependence and determine whether the use of an imagery technique at the point
of encoding can enhance their performance. Design: An independent group design was
used to compare individuals with alcohol dependence with social drinkers. Setting: One
UK residential substance misuse service. Participants: Twenty-four abstinent 'individuals
with alcohol dependence' and 24 social drinkers matched on age, gender and years of
education. Measurements: The virtual week (VW); story recall; a category fluency task;
trail-making test (TMT); a single digit cancellation task (SDCT); spot-the-word;
State-Trait Anxiety Inventory (STAI); Beck Depression Inventory (BDI-II); and the
Severity of Alcohol Dependence Questionnaire (SAD-Q) Findings: Event-based PM task
performance of individuals with alcohol dependence was associated strongly with indices
of alcohol usage (P < 0.001), and was impaired significantly compared to that of social
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drinkers (P < 0.001). Imagining improved social drinkers' time-based PM but not that of
individuals with alcohol dependence. Conclusions: Individuals with alcohol dependence
may experience prospective memory deficits which may be due to difficulties with
effective strategy application. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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72. Hyperactivation of right inferior frontal cortex in young binge drinkers during response inhibition: A follow-up
study.
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Abstract:

Aims: The objective of this study was to examine brain activity, with particular attention
to prefrontal function, during response execution and inhibition in youths who have
engaged in binge drinking (BD) for at least 2 years. Design: Event-related potentials
(ERPs) were recorded twice within 3 years, during performance of a Go/NoGo task.
Setting: The study was part of a longitudinal study of the neurocognitive effects of BD.
Participants: A total of 48 undergraduate students, 25 controls (14 females) and 23 binge
drinkers (10 females), with no personal or family history of alcoholism or
psychopathological disorders. Measurements: The Go-P3 and NoGo-P3 components of
the ERPs were examined by principal component analysis and exact low-resolution
tomography analysis (eLORETA). Findings: Binge drinkers showed larger Go-P3
amplitudes than controls in the first and second evaluations (P = 0.019). They also
showed larger NoGo-P3 amplitude in the second evaluation (P = 0.002). eLORETA
analyses in the second evaluation revealed significantly greater activation of the right
inferior frontal cortex (rIFC) in binge drinkers than in controls during successful
inhibition (P < 0.05). Conclusions: Young binge drinkers appear to show abnormal brain
activity as measured by event-related potentials during response execution and inhibition
which may represent a neural antecedent of difficulties in impulse control. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Aims: To discuss ethical issues that may arise in using WWA to monitor illicit drug use in
the general population and in entertainment precincts, prisons, schools and work-places.
Method: Review current applications of WWA and identify ethical and social issues that
may be raised with current and projected future uses of this method. Results: Wastewater
analysis (WWA) of drug residues is a promising method of monitoring illicit drug use that
may overcome some limitations of other monitoring methods. When used for monitoring
purposes in large populations, WWA does not raise major ethical concerns because
individuals are not identified and the prospects of harming residents of catchment areas
are remote. When WWA is used in smaller catchment areas (entertainment venues,
prisons, schools or work-places) their results could, possibly, indirectly affect the
occupants adversely. Researchers will need to take care in reporting their results to reduce
media misreporting. Fears about possible use of WWA for mass individual surveillance
by drug law enforcement officials are unlikely to be realized, but will need to be
addressed because they may affect public support adversely for this type of research.
Conclusions: Using wastewater analysis to monitor illicit drug use in large populations
does not raise major ethical concerns, but researchers need to minimize possible adverse
consequences in studying smaller populations, such as workers, prisoners and students.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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74. Anthropology and addiction: An historical review.
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Abstract:

Aims: This paper reviews the world anthropology of drugs and alcohol use literature,
identifying key issues addressed by anthropologists, methods and theoretical models in
use, trends in focus over time and future directions. Methods: Papers and books that
comprise the literature were identified through computer search using the keywords:
ethnography of drug use (and variants, e.g. drug ethnography, qualitative approaches in
drug research), ethnography of drinking, anthropology and drug use, and anthropology
and drinking. Search engines included Google Scholar, EBSCOHost, AnthroSource and
PubMed. Identified sources were read and integrated into the review. Results and
Conclusions: The literature search identified a rich and growing literature on the
anthropology of drinking and drug use. The research and published literature on the
anthropology of drug use has grown and diversified since the 1970s, found acceptance in
the wider multi-disciplinary domain of alcohol and drug studies and developed beyond
the socio-cultural model to include life-style, critical medical anthropology and
experiential explanatory models. Anthropological research has helped to shape the field
of addiction science, e.g. ethnographic studies show that the lived worlds and
self-identities of drug users have cultural order and socially constructed purpose and
meaning, and experiential research shows that some addictions or aspects of addictions
can be affirmative, creative and sustainable, at least at the individual level. The human
immunodeficiency virus/acquired immune deficiency syndrome pandemic has
significantly increased anthropological research on drug-related issues world-wide.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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75. Addiction research centres and the nurturing of creativity: The Department of Alcohol, Drugs and Addiction at
the National Institute for Health and Welfare in Finland: Diverse problems, diverse perspectives.
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Abstract:

The Department of Alcohol, Drugs and Addiction started operations on 1 January 2009,
when the National Institute of Public Health (KTL) and the National Research and
Development Centre for Welfare and Health (STAKES) were merged. The newly formed
institute, called the National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), operates under the
Finnish Ministry of Social Affairs and Health. The scope of the research and preventive
work conducted in the Department covers alcohol, drugs, tobacco and gambling issues.
The two main tasks of the Department are (i) to research, produce and disseminate
information on alcohol and drugs, substance use, addictions and their social and
health-related effects and (ii) to develop prevention and good practices with a view to
counteracting the onset and development of alcohol and drug problems and the damaging
effects of smoking and other addictions. The number of staff hovers at approximately 60
people. The Department is organized into three units, one specialized in social sciences
(the Alcohol and Drug Research Unit), another in laboratory analytics (the Alcohol and
Drug Analytics Unit) and the third primarily in preventive work (the Addiction
Prevention Unit). These units incorporate a rich variety and long traditions of both
research and preventive work. The mixture of different disciplines creates good
opportunities for interdisciplinary research projects and collaboration within the
Department. Also, the fact that in the same administrative context there are both
researchers and people specialized in preventive work opens up interesting possibilities
for combining efforts from these two branches. Nationally, the Department is a key player
in all its fields of interest. It engages in a great deal of cooperation both nationally and
internationally, and among its strengths are the high-quality, regularly collected long-term
data sets. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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76. Broadening our horizon: Response to commentaries.
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Abstract:

Reply by the current author to the comments made by Murat Yucel and Leonardo F.
Fontenelle (see record 2012-24821-005), Garda Reith (see record 2012-24821-006), and
Warren K. Bickel (see record 2012-24821-007) on the original article (see record
2012-24821-004). Dr Bickel correctly assumed that starting from current Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual (DSM) debates we considered emerging domains of psychopathology
research, including endophenotypes and transdisease processes. We appreciate his
reminder of other new initiatives that may further our understanding of
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psychopathologies, particularly if addressed systematically. Dr. Fontenelle further our
assumptions about the difficulties arising from semantic and other differences in
attempting to capture the construct of compulsivity. Dr Reith's comments remind us that
individuals are also shaped by their environment. We favor a comprehensive
bio-psychosocial perspective with social factors being additional relevant factors.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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77. The emerging new science of psychopathology.
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Abstract:

Comments on an article by N. el-Guebaly et al. (see record 2012-24821-004). The authors
provides an interesting and important transitional motif in the evolution of
psychopathology research. These authors ask which other disorder does pathological
gambling (PG) more closely resemble-addiction or obsessive-compulsive disorder? The
article wishes to examine the similarity between a target disorder and two other disorders.
The authors do not address three new complementary views of psychopathology. The
efforts of the authors will develop the contours and methods of what will constitute the
new science of psychopathology. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved)
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78. Beyond addiction or compulsion: The continuing role of environment in the case of pathological gambling.
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Abstract:

Comments on an article by N. el-Guebaly et al. (see record 2012-24821-004). Debates as
to whether pathological gambling (PG) is closer in nature to substance abuse disorders
(SUDs) than obsessive compulsive disorders (OCDs), as well as discussions regarding the
appropriateness of concepts such as addiction, impulsivity and compulsivity in describing
the disorder, are timely and interesting in the context of the DSM-V's proposed
reclassification of the syndrome. This broader perspective also has implications for
interventions. Debates about the relative merits of OCD and SUD as applied to PG are
interesting, but their value will be diminished if they are not considered alongside these
wider environmental perspectives. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved)
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Abstract:

Comments on an article by N. el-Guebaly et al. (see record 2012-24821-004). The authors
present evidence that pathological gambling (PG) is a condition that shares more
phenomenological, neurobiological, psychological and treatment-related commonalities
with substance use disorders (SUDs) than with obsessivecompulsive disorder (OCD). The
concept of compulsivity is useful for communication between clinicians, it is too
ambiguous and confusing for research studies of the topic. Secondly, while several
well-validated clinical and research instruments are available for measuring impulsivity,
similar instruments for measuring compulsivity are almost non-existent. Thirdly,
compulsivity (like impulsivity) may be an unstable 'moving target', meaning that it cannot
be an 'endophenotype' per se which, by definition, is an enduring trait that is unrelated to
illness state or stage. Finally, individual differences in clinical presentation and treatment
response are often the rule rather than an exception. The author begins to provide
empirical foundations to guide these decisions and facilitate better delineation of the
'boundaries' in future conceptualizations. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all
rights reserved)
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80. Compulsive features in behavioural addictions: The case of pathological gambling.
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Abstract:

Aims: To describe, in the context of DSM-V, how a focus on addiction and compulsion is
emerging in the consideration of pathological gambling (PG). Methods: A systematic
literature review of evidence for the proposed re-classification of PG as an addiction.
Results: Findings include: (i) phenomenological models of addiction highlighting a
motivational shift from impulsivity to compulsivity associated with a protracted
withdrawal syndrome and blurring of the ego-syntonic/ego-dystonic dichotomy; (ii)
common neurotransmitter (dopamine, serotonin) contributions to PG and substance use
disorders (SUDs); (iii) neuroimaging support for shared neurocircuitries between
'behavioural' and substance addictions and differences between obsessive-compulsive
disorder (OCD), impulse control disorders (ICDs) and SUDs; (iv) genetic findings more
closely related to endophenotypic constructs such as compulsivity and impulsivity than to
psychiatric disorders; (v) psychological measures such as harm avoidance identifying a
closer association between SUDs and PG than with OCD; (vi) community and
pharmacotherapeutic trials data supporting a closer association between SUDs and PG
than with OCD. Adapted behavioural therapies, such as exposure therapy, appear
applicable to OCD, PG or SUDs, suggesting some commonalities across disorders.
Conclusions: PG shares more similarities with SUDs than with OCD. Similar to the
investigation of impulsivity, studies of compulsivity hold promising insights concerning
the course, differential diagnosis and treatment of PG, SUDs, and OCD. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Addiction has, for several years, been publishing articles that address issues of
methodology under the rubric 'Methods and Techniques'. We have appointed, on a trial
basis, a Statistics and Methodology Editor who will have two roles. One will be to ensure
that all articles that we publish have been through thorough statistical review and the
other is to spearhead the commissioning on Methods and Techniques articles on key
topics for the field. With regard to the first role, unless they have been declined on other
grounds, all submitted articles will receive a review of the data analysis methods and
presentation. With regard to the second role, the Statistics and Methodology Editor will
work with the Senior Editorial team of the journal in commissioning articles on topics
that we judge to be important in moving the field forward. We are open to suggestions for
topics and authors to write articles. We hope for state-of-science primers where the topic
warrants it, but also anticipate some developing and controversial areas to be tackledpossibly 'for debate'. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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82. Buprenorphine maintenance in pregnancy.
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Abstract:

Presents a case report of a 40-year old female presented for treatment for heroin use of 8
years duration along with her husband, who was also dependent on heroin. She had
sought treatment in private clinics and had two brief failed abstinence attempts before
presenting for treatment in a mobile clinic which provided maintenance treatment with
buprenorphine for opioid dependent patients. She was introduced to buprenorphine and
later stabilized on 6 mg buprenorphine per day. The patient was regular in her follow up
and marked improvement in psychosocial parameters was noted while on maintenance
treatment. She conceived when she was on take home dispensing of buprenorphine
naloxone combination therapy and had received maintenance treatment for about 1 year 3
months. She was advised against discontinuing maintenance treatment when pregnant and
was shifted to daily dispensing of plain buprenorphine preparation. The patient was
consistently stable, keeping all appointments, and taking part in the necessary psychiatric
and obstetric examinations. The patient delivered a healthy newborn in the 38th week of
pregnancy. This case report adds to the growing literature on the safety of buprenorphine
in pregnancy. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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83. Disparity between heroin addicts enrolled in maintenance treatment and detoxification treatment and its
implication.
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Abstract:

Fundamentally, detoxification treatment aims to stop substance use behavior among the
opioid addicts, while maintenance treatment aims to promote a healthier addiction
behavior among the subjects by providing safer chemical substitutes. In this study, we
evaluated the differences of social-demographics and clinical features between heroin
addicts enrolled in detoxification and maintenance treatment. Data of 748 heroin addicts
admitted for maintenance treatment or detoxification treatment between January 2004 and
October 2007 were retrieved. Statistical analyses showed that older mean age, school
dropout, drug offence, property offence, HCV and HIV infections, and older age of
3,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine co-use, were significantly associated with
maintenance treatment. Only a small number of patients chose detoxification treatment to
treat their problems. The preference of maintenance treatment rather than detoxification
treatment can be partially explained by financial concerns, either because the maintenance
treatment is free or cheaper. Overall speaking, patients in detoxification treatment were
relatively healthier in the aspects of social-demographics and clinical features compared
to patients in maintenance treatment. Finding of this study should be concerned when
designing treatment profiles, modifying of original treatment profiles or identifying target
problems of a treatment profile. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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84. Alcohol and drugs in epilepsy: Pathophysiology, presentation, possibilities, and prevention.
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Abstract:

The potentially serious outcomes from ingestion of and dependence on toxins make this
an important topic for epileptologists. We must be aware of the potential for harm from
compounds that may be freely available, yet patients may try to conceal their use.
Problematic compounds may cause seizures either acutely or on withdrawal: Their use
may reduce effectiveness of antiepileptic drugs, or may simply promote and enhance
chaotic lifestyles. Any or all of these factors may worsen seizure control or even directly
cause seizures. This article highlights the pathophysiology behind provoked seizures,
provides clues to diagnosis, and then outlines the steps that clinicians should take to
reduce the deleterious effects of toxic compounds. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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85. Assessing executive and community functioning among homeless persons with substance use disorders using the
Executive Function Performance Test.
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Abstract:

This study investigates the utility of an occupational therapy assessment of executive and
performance functioning and indicators of community adjustment among adults with
histories of homelessness and substance abuse. A sample of 60 individuals living in a
supported housing programme was interviewed about community living experiences and
was assessed using the Executive Function Performance Test (EFPT). A descriptive and
correlational study design was used. Measurable levels of cognitive and task impairment
were documented, in older adults, non-US citizens and those diagnosed with cognitive
impairments. Those who had completed a supported education/employment programme
(Total EFPT t = -2.83, 0.008) performed better as did those who were employed (Total
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EFPT t = -2.33, 0.03), met regularly with their case managers (cooking t = -2.07, 0.04),
had hobbies (paying bills r = -0.31, 0.02) and had longer periods of abstinence
(organization/planning t = -3.59, 0.001). Limitations of the study include the
unanticipated need by the clients for additional translation services. Future directions
include a randomized controlled intervention study using the EFPT. An implication of this
study for occupational therapists working with homeless clients who abuse substances is
the importance of assessing and treating their cognitive impairments as well as providing
these services within housing first agencies. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

We aimed to obtain a greater understanding of the characteristics of social relations and
experiences of social isolation among homeless people, substance users and other socially
marginalized users of shelters and drop-in centres in Denmark. Based on in-depth
interviews with 46 shelter/centre users, we created a typology of five groups: the socially
related and content, the satisfied loners, the socially related but lonely, the socially
isolated and the in-betweens. The characteristics of the groups did not seem related to
interviewees' degree of social marginalization. Professionals played a pivotal role,
providing social support and help to improve interviewees' life circumstances. The
findings provide insight into the social lives of shelter/centre users that is useful for
developing initiatives to improve their social wellbeing. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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87. Celebrity worship, materialism, compulsive buying, and the empty self.
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Abstract:

This study tested common predictions from the absorption-addiction model of celebrity
worship and the empty self theory. A sample of 171 university students completed a set of
scales that included celebrity worship, materialism, and compulsive buying, as well as
self-concept clarity, and several other measures of well-being, such as boredom
proneness, self-esteem, and life satisfaction. As predicted, materialism and compulsive
buying were significantly correlated with celebrity worship, extending research on the
empty self theory. Celebrity worship, materialism, and compulsive buying were
significantly related to lower self-concept clarity and to lower levels of well-being,
supporting both absorption-addiction and empty self theories. The results provide clear
evidence for absorption-addiction and empty self theory predictions of a compromised
identity. Implications for future research were discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The papers in this issue represent a selection of celebrity research relevant to Psychology
& Marketing. Quite a few important strategic and managerial issues are also presented in
the papers of this issue. The first two papers in this issue concern the popular topic of the
match or congruence between celebrity endorsers and the product or service being
promoted. The next set of papers discuss test new models of endorser effects, the effects
of negative publicity on celebrity endorsements, and common predictions derived from
the absorption- addiction model of celebrity worship. The last papers focus on a new scale
to measure the desire for fame, and an increasingly popular aspiration on celebrity
endorsement. The final paper make recommendations for future research. This issue will
hopefully provide academics and researchers an efficient path to familiarity with research
and theory on celebrity, as well as directions for future research. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Deep brain stimulation (DBS) has been firmly established as a therapy
for movement disorders. Recently, evidence from case reports and small case series also
suggests DBS to be effective in psychiatric disorders including addiction. Here we review
the rationale of DBS in addiction and the selection of possible targets. We then consider
evidence from animal models as well as human case studies. We conclude that DBS in
particular of the nucleus accumbens (NAcc) represents a promising treatment option in
addiction which deserves further investigation. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013
APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) This chapter reviews empirical research on risk-factors for adolescent
onset of substance use and misuse, with a particular focus on a recent body of literature
aimed at understanding the link between early onset substance use, neuropsychological
impairment and future addiction risk. The evidence suggests a causal pathway with some
studies showing that adolescents might be more sensitive to the neurotoxic effects of
substances, which contributes to their heightened addiction vulnerability. While questions
remain pertaining to the extent to which cognitive precursors to early onset substance use
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account for these impairments, the evidence from a few studies suggests that early
substance misuse produces some cognitive or emotional processing impairment beyond
these premorbid deficits. The possible interaction between premorbid deficits and the
effects of substance use on cognitive development might also explain why early onset
substance use so rapidly spirals into substance abuse and dependence and provides a
strong rationale for preventing early onset substance use, particularly among those at risk.
This chapter then reviews the different approaches to drug and alcohol prevention, the
evidence-base for current programs and the essential intervention components that lead to
beneficial outcomes and high implementation fidelity. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Preclinical studies suggest that physiological learning processes are
similar to changes observed in addicts at the molecular, neuronal, and structural levels.
Based on the importance of classical and instrumental conditioning in the development
and maintenance of addictive disorders, many have suggested cue-exposure-based
extinction training of conditioned, drug-related responses as a potential new treatment of
addiction. It may also be possible to facilitate this extinction training with
pharmacological compounds that strengthen memory consolidation during cue exposure.
Another potential therapeutic intervention would be based on the so-called
reconsolidation theory. According to this hypothesis, already-consolidated memories
return to a labile slate when reactivated, allowing them to undergo another phase of
consolidation-reconsolidation, which can be pharmacologically manipulated. These
approaches suggest that the extinction of drug-related memories may represent a viable
treatment strategy in the future treatment of addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Alcohol dependence is a chronic relapsing disorder. Despite significant
strides in the development of efficacious behavioral and pharmacological treatments for
alcohol dependence, relapse rates remain very high. In this chapter, we review validated
animal and human laboratory models for assessing risk of relapse in alcohol dependence
and neurobiological treatment targets derived from such models. We suggest a
translational approach to evaluate potential pharmacological treatments, using existing
medications to validate and refine research paradigms across clinical and pre-clinical
domains, with the aim of providing an accelerated framework for medications
development in alcohol dependence. Lastly, empirical findings from proof-of-concept
human laboratory studies are reviewed as we discuss the importance of selecting human
laboratory models with predictive validity for the mechanism of action of the drug
undergoing evaluation for efficacy in alcohol dependence. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) The use of animal models is essential in carrying out research into
clinical phenomena such as addiction. However, the complexity of the clinical condition
inevitably means that even the best animal models are inadequate representations of the
condition they seek to mimic. Such mismatches may account for apparent inconsistencies
between discoveries in animal models, including the identification of potential novel
therapies, and the translation of such discoveries to the clinic. We argue that it is
overambitious to attempt to model human disorders such as addiction in animals, and
especially in rodents, where "validity" of such models is often limited to superficial
similarities, referrred to as "face validity" that reflect quite different underlying
phenomena and biological processes from the clinical situation. Instead, we suggest a
more profitable approach may be to identify (a) well-defined intermediate human
behavioral phenotypes that reflect defined, limited aspects of the human clinical disorder,
and (b) to develop animal models that are homologous with those discrete human
behavioral phenotypes in terms of psychological processes, and underlying
neurobiological mechanisms. Examples of current weaknesses and suggestions for more
limited approaches that may allow better homology between the test animal and human
condition are made. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Here we discuss treatment strategies that are based on pharmacological
interventions to reduce craving and relapse in alcohol-dependent patients. We will first
provide a historical overview about relapse prevention strategies. We will then review the
development of disulfiram, naltrexone, acamprosate, and nalmefene and discuss their
neurobiological modes of action. Then the concept of convergent genomic analysis will
be introduced for the discovery of new molecular treatment targets. Finally, we will
provide convincing evidence for the use of N-methyl-D-aspartate (NMDA) receptor
channel blockers as substitution drugs. Important conclusions of this review are: (i)
learning from other addictive substances is very helpful-e.g., substitution therapies as
applied to opiate addiction for decades could also be translated to alcoholics, (ii) the
glutamate theory of alcohol addiction provides a convincing framework for the use of
NMDA receptor antagonists as substitution drugs for alcohol-dependent patients, (iii) a
combination of behavioral and pharmacological therapies may be the optimal approach
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for future treatment strategies-one promising example concerns the pharmacological
disruption of reconsolidation processes of alcohol cue memories, (iv) given that many
neurotransmitter systems are affected by chronic alcohol consumption, numerous
druggable targets have been identified; consequently, a "cocktail" of different compounds
will further improve the treatment situation, (v) in silico psychopharmacology, such as
drug repurposing will yield new medications, and finally, (vi) the whole organism has to
be taken into consideration to provide the best therapy for our patients. In summary, there
is no other field in psychiatric research that has, in recent years, yielded so many novel,
druggable targets and innovative treatment strategies than for alcohol addiction. However,
it will still be several years before the majority of the "treatment-seeking population" will
benefit from those developments. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved)
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Book; Edited Book
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Alcohol accounts for major disability worldwide and available
treatments are insufficient. A massive growth in the area of addiction neuroscience over
the last several decades has not resulted in a corresponding expansion of treatment
options available to patients. In this chapter, we describe our experience with building
translational research programs aimed at developing novel pharmacotherapies for
alcoholism. The narrative is based on experience and considerations made in the course of
building these programs, and work on four mechanisms targeted by our libraries:
cholinergic nicotine receptors, receptors for corticotropin-releasing hormone (CRH),
neurokinin 1 (NK1) receptors for substance P (SP) and hypocrelin/orexin receptors.
Around this experience, we discuss issues we believe to be critical for successful
translation of basic addiction neuroscience into treatments, and complementarities
between academic and other actors that in our assessment need to be harnessed in order to
bring treatments to the clinic. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) This chapter summarizes the peer-reviewed literature of proton
magnetic resonance spectroscopy (H MRS) studies on the effects of chronic and excessive
alcohol consumption in both the animal and human brain. After a brief summary of the
neuropathology of alcohol use disorders (AUD), we describe the primary brain
metabolites measured by in vivo H MRS. We then focus on published MRS studies of
animal models of alcohol dependence and of treatment-seeking humans with AUD. We
also summarize the scant MRS research on the much larger fraction of treatment-naive
individuals with AUD and the similarities and discrepancies relative to treatment-seekers.
It is exceedingly apparent that premorbid and/or comorbid disorders/ conditions,
especially chronic smoking, among individuals with AUD contribute to the considerable
variability in the pattern and magnitude of neurobiological and neurocognitive
abnormalities in AUD. Therefore, we also review studies on the neurobiological
consequences of the combined effects of chronic drinking and smoking in AUD. Finally,
as AUD is characterized by a chronically relapsing/remitting course over lifetime and
identification of those at greatest risk for relapse is important, we review H MRS studies
on brain spectroscopic measures that contribute to the prediction of relapse in AUD. We
conclude with an overall assessment of the MRS research literature on brain alcohol
effects, the role of animal and human studies in understanding the disease, and discuss the
need of widely integrative MRS studies of cohorts that include individuals with
comorbidies that are reflective of the general population with AUD. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Alcohol produces both stimulant and sedating effects in humans. These
two seemingly opposite effects are central to the understanding of much of the literature
on alcohol use and misuse. In this chapter we review studies that describe and attempt to
measure various aspects of alcohol's subjective, autonomic, motor, cognitive and
behavioral effects from the perspective of stimulation and sedation. Although subjective
sedative and stimulatory effects can be measured, it is not entirely clear if all motor,
cognitive and behavioral effects can be unambiguously assigned to either one or the other
category. Increased heart rate and aggression seem strongly associated with stimulation,
but motor slowing and cognitive impairment can also show a similar lime course to
stimulation, making their relation to sedation problematic. There is good agreement that
alcohol's ability to induce striatal dopamine release is the mechanism underlying alcohol's
stimulatory effects; however, the change in brain function underlying sedation is less well
understood. In general, stimulatory effects are thought to be more rewarding than sedative
effects, but this may not be true for anxiolytic effects which seem more closely related to
sedation than stimulation. The two major theories of how response to alcohol predicts risk
for alcoholism both postulate that individuals at high risk for alcohol use disorders have a
reduced sedative response to alcohol compared to individuals not at high risk. In addition
one theory proposes that alcoholism risk is also associated with a larger stimulatory
response to alcohol. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Recent brain-imaging studies revealed that the development and
maintenance of alcohol dependence is determined by a complex interaction of different
neurotransmitter systems and multiple psychological factors. In this context, the
dopaminergic reinforcement system appears to be of fundamental importance. We focus
on the excitatory and depressant effects of acute versus chronic alcohol intake and its
impact on dopaminergic neurotransmission. Furthermore, we describe alterations in
dopaminergic neurotransmission as associated with symptoms of alcohol dependence. We
specifically focus on neuroadaptations to chronic alcohol consumption and their effect on
central processing of alcohol-associated and reward-related stimuli. Dysfunctional reward
processing, impaired reinforcement learning and increased salience attribution to alcohol
associated stimuli enable alcohol cues to drive alcohol seeking and consumption. Finally,
we will discuss how the neurobiological and neurochemical mechanisms of
alcohol-associated alterations in reward processing and learning can interact with
personality traits, cognition and emotion processing. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) For invertebrates to become useful models for understanding the
genetic and physiological mechanisms of alcoholism related behaviors and the
predisposition towards alcoholism, several general requirements must be fulfilled. The
animal should encounter ethanol in its natural habitat, so that the central nervous system
of the organism will have evolved mechanisms for responding to ethanol exposure. How
the brain adapts to ethanol exposure depends on its access to ethanol, which can be
regulated metabolically and/or by physical barriers. Therefore, a model organism should
have metabolic enzymes for ethanol degradation similar to those found in humans. The
neurons and supporting glial cells of the model organism that regulate behaviors affected
by ethanol should share the molecular and physiological pathways found in humans, so
that results can be compared. Finally, the use of invertebrate models should offer
advantages over traditional model systems and should offer new insights into
alcoholism-related behaviors. In this review we will summarize behavioral similarities
and identified genes and mechanisms underlying ethanol-induced behaviors in
invertebrates. This review mainly focuses on the use of the nematode Caenorhabditis
elegans, the honey bee Apis mellifera and the fruit fly Drosophila melanogaster as model
systems. We will discuss insights gained from those studies in conjunction with their
vertebrate model counterparts and the implications for future research into alcoholism and
alcohol-induced behaviors. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Alcohol addiction is a chronically relapsing disorder characterized by
compulsive alcohol seeking and use. Alcohol craving and long-lasting vulnerability to
relapse present a great challenge for the successful treatment of alcohol addiction.
Therefore, relapse prevention has emerged as a critically important area of research, with
the need for effective and valid animal models of relapse. This chapter provides an
overview of the repertoire of animal models of craving and relapse presently available
and employed in alcoholism research. These models include conditioned reinstatement,
stress-induced reinstatement, ethanol priming-induced reinstatement, conditioned place
preference, Pavlovian spontaneous recovery, the alcohol deprivation effect, and
seeking-taking chained schedules. Thus, a wide array of animal models is available that
permit investigation of behaviors directed at obtaining access to alcohol, as well as
neurobehavioral mechanisms and genetic factors that regulate these behaviors. These
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models also are instrumental for identifying pharmacological treatment targets and as
tools for evaluating the efficacy of potential medications for the prevention of alcohol
craving and relapse. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) It is well known that alcoholism is a chronic relapsing illness. While
stress significantly impacts alcoholism risk, there is also evidence that increasing levels of
alcohol use affect peripheral and central stress and reward pathways thereby selling up a
reciprocal relationship among the effects of alcohol consumption of the development,
course of and recovery from alcoholism. This chapter reviews our efforts in assessing the
integrity of stress pathways in alcoholism by examining whether altered responses of the
stress pathways play a role in relapse risk. Using validated human laboratory procedures
to model two of the most common situations that contribute to relapse risk, we review
how such models in the laboratory can predict subsequent alcohol relapse. Empirical
findings from human laboratory and brain imaging studies are reviewed to show that
specific stress-related dysregulation accompanies the alcohol craving stale in
alcohol-dependent individuals, and such dysregulation along with increases in alcohol
seeking are predictive of increased alcohol relapse risk. Finally, the significant
implications of these findings for the development of novel treatment interventions that
target stress processes and alcohol craving to improve alcoholism relapse outcomes are
discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Numerous animal models have been developed to study excessive
alcohol consumption in rodents. Use of such models has played a valuable role in
elucidating biological underpinnings and environmental factors that mediate/promote
excessive levels of alcohol drinking. A major obstacle in this work has been the need to
overcome the natural tendency of rodents to either avoid alcohol or consume it in limited
amounts that typically do not produce overt signs of intoxication. A variety of
experimental approaches that entail modifying genetic and/or environmental factors have
been employed to address this general problem and demonstrate excessive levels of
alcohol consumption. Five different approaches that characterize animal models of
excessive alcohol consumption are described: models that involve (a) scheduled access to
alcohol; (b) scheduled periods of alcohol deprivation; (c) scheduled intermittent access to
alcohol; (d) scheduled-induced polydipsia; and (e) dependence and withdrawal
experience. Each of the models possesses unique experimental features that engender
excessive levels of alcohol consumption. Both advantages and disadvantages for each
model are described along with discussion of future challenges to be considered in
developing more optimal models. Ultimately, the validity and usefulness of these models
will lie in their ability to serve as a platform for studying biological underpinnings and
environmental influences that drive increased motivation for alcohol seeking and
consumption, as well as evaluation of treatment strategies that effectively reduce
excessive levels of alcohol consumption. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all
rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) This review focuses on 27 studies employing experimental alcohol
self-administration (ASA) in humans which were published between 1989 and 2010.
Twelve studies enrolling healthy, non-dependent social drinkers (HSD) were aimed at
evaluating physiological and behavioral determinants of alcohol-induced reward or
modeling situations of increased risk to develop alcohol use disorders. The remaining 15
studies tested the effect of medications such as naltrexone, nalmefene, nicotine,
mecamylamine, varenicline, gabapentin, aripiprazole, and rimonabant on ASA. The
participants were either HSD or non-treatment-seeking alcoholics (NTSA). In 25 of these
studies, the subjects ingested alcohol orally and reached a mean peak blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) during baseline conditions between 43 and 47 mg%
(0.043-0.047%). Two recent studies employed computer-assisted self-infusion of ethanol
(CASE), where subjects press a button to request multiple sequential alcohol exposures
intravenously instead of drinking. This method has been demonstrated to be safe and
provides increased experimental control of BAC and keeps subjects blind concerning the
amount already self-administered. Peak exposures in the CASE studies ranged from 60 to
80 mg% in HSD and up lo 240 mg% in NTSA. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013
APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) During the past two decades, the use of genetically manipulated animal
models in alcohol research has greatly improved the understanding of the mechanisms
underlying alcohol addiction. In this chapter, we present an overview of the progress
made in this field by summarizing findings obtained from studies of mice harboring
global and conditional mutations in genes that influence alcohol-related phenotypes. The
first part reviews behavioral paradigms for modeling the different phases of the alcohol
addiction cycle and other alcohol-induced behavioral phenotypes in mice. The second
part reviews the current data available using genetic models targeting the main
neurotransmitter and neuropeptide systems involved in the reinforcement and stress
pathways, focusing on the phenotypes modeling the alcohol addiction cycle. Finally, the
third part will discuss the current findings and future directions, and proposes advanced
transgenic mouse models for their potential use in alcohol research. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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(from the chapter) Animal models have been successfully developed to mimic and study
alcoholism. These models have the unique feature of allowing the researcher to control
for the genetic characteristics of the animal, alcohol exposure and environment.
Moreover, these animal models allow pharmacological, neurochemical and behavioral
manipulations otherwise impossible. Unquestionably, one of the major contributions to
the understanding of the neurobiological basis of alcoholism comes from data that have
been obtained from the study of genetically selected alcohol preferring rat lines and from
the consequences that alcohol drinking and environmental manipulations, (i.e., protracted
alcohol drinking, intoxication, exposure to stress, etc.) have on them. In fact, if on the one
hand generic factors may account for about 50-60% of the risk of developing alcohol
dependence, on the other hand protracted alcohol exposure is a necessary precondition to
actually develop the disease, while environmental vulnerability factors may be crucial for
disease progression. The present article will offer an overview of the different genetically
selected alcohol preferring rat lines developed and used to study alcoholism. The
predictive, face and construct validity of these animal models and the translational
significance of findings achieved through their use will be critically discussed.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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(from the chapter) Because of their complex social structures, behaviors, and genetic
similarities to humans, nonhuman primates are useful for studying how generic factors
influence alcohol consumption. The neurobiological systems that influence addiction
vulnerability may do so by acting on alcohol response, reward pathways, behavioral
dyscontrol, and vulnerability to stress and anxiety. Rhesus macaques show individual
differences in alcohol response and temperament, and such differences are influenced by
genetic variants that are similar functionally to those present in humans. Genes at which
variation moderates these phenotypes include those encoding monoamine oxidase A
(MAOA-LPR), the serotonin transporter (HTTLPR), corticotropin releasing hormone
(CRH-248C/T and -2232 C/G), Neuropeptide Y (NPY-1002 T/G), and the -opioid
receptor (OPRM1 C77G). These provide opportunities for modeling how genetic and
environmental factors (i.e., stress, individual's sex, or alcohol exposure) interact to
influence alcohol consumption. Studies in primates may also reveal selective factors have
driven maintenance or fixation of alleles that increase risk for alcohol use disorders in
modern humans. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) A diagnosis of alcohol dependence (AD) using the DSM-IV-R is
categorical, based on an individual's manifestation of three or more symptoms from a list
of seven. AD risk can be traced to both genetic and environmental sources. Most genetic
studies of AD risk implicitly assume that an AD diagnosis represents a single underlying
genetic factor. We recently found that the criteria for an AD diagnosis represent three
somewhat distinct genetic paths to individual risk. Specifically, heavy use and tolerance
versus withdrawal and continued use despite problems reflected separate genetic factors.
However, some data suggest that genetic risk for AD is adequately described with a single
underlying genetic risk factor. Rodent animal models for alcohol-related phenotypes
typically target discrete aspects of the complex human AD diagnosis. Here, we review the
literature derived from genetic animal models in an attempt to determine whether they
support a single-factor or multiple-factor genetic structure. We conclude that there is
modest support in the animal literature that alcohol tolerance and withdrawal reflect
distinct genetic risk factors, in agreement with our human data. We suggest areas where
more research could clarify this attempt lo align the rodent and human data. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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(from the chapter) Alcohol abuse and alcoholism represent substantial problems that
affect a large portion of individuals throughout the world. Extensive research continues to
be conducted in an effort to identify the biological basis of the reinforcing properties of
alcohol in order to develop effective pharmacotherapeutic and behavioral interventions.
One theory that has developed within the alcohol field over the past four decades
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postulates that the reinforcing properties of alcohol are due to the action of the
metabolites/products of alcohol within the central nervous system (CNS). The most
extreme version of this theory suggests that the biologically active metabolites/products
of alcohol, created from the breakdown from alcohol, are the ultimate source of the
reinforcing properties of alcohol. The contrary theory proposes that the reinforcing
properties of alcohol are mediated completely through the interaction of the ethanol
molecule with several neurochemical systems within the CNS. While there are scientific
findings that offer support for both of these stances, the reinforcing properties of alcohol
are most likely generated through a complex series of peripheral and central effects of
both alcohol and its metabolites. Nonetheless, the development of a greater understanding
for how the metabolites/products of alcohol contribute to the reinforcing properties of
alcohol is an important factor in the development of efficacious pharmacotherapies for
alcohol abuse and alcoholism. This chapter is intended to provide a historical perspective
of the role of acetaldehyde (the first metabolite of alcohol) in alcohol reinforcement as
well as review the basic research literature on the effects of acetaldehyde (and
acetaldehyde metabolites/products) within the CNS and how these function with regard to
alcohol reward. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Book; Edited Book

Subject Headings:

*Acetaldehyde
*Central Nervous System
*Ethanol
*Metabolites
Alcohol Abuse
Alcoholism
Drug Therapy
History
Neurochemistry
Rewards

Source:

PsycINFO

109. Neurocircuitry involved in the development of alcohol addiction: The dopamine system and its access points.

Citation:

Behavioral neurobiology of alcohol addiction., 2013(127-161), 1866-3370;1866-3389
(2013)

Author(s):

Soderpalm, Bo; Ericson, Mia

Correspondence Address:

Soderpalm, Bo: Addiction Biology Unit, Section of Psychiatry and Neurochemistry,
Institute of Neuroscience and Physiology Sahlgrenska Academy, University of
Gothenburg, Gothenburg, Sweden, bo.soderpalm@neuro.gu.se

Institution:

Soderpalm, Bo: Addiction Biology Unit, Section of Psychiatry and Neurochemistry,
Institute of Neuroscience and Physiology Sahlgrenska Academy, University of
Gothenburg, Gothenburg; Ericson, Mia: Addiction Biology Unit, Section of Psychiatry
and Neurochemistry, Institute of Neuroscience and Physiology Sahlgrenska Academy,
University of Gothenburg, Gothenburg

Language:

English

Abstract:

(from the chapter) The brain reward system, and especially the mesolimbic dopamine
pathway, plays a major role in drug reinforcement and is most likely involved in the
development of drug addiction. All major drugs of abuse, including ethanol, acutely
activate the mesolimbic dopamine system. Both this acute drug-induced dopamine
elevation, the dopamine elevations observed after presentations of drug-associated stimuli
and alterations of dopamine function induced by chronic drug administration are of
importance. Whereas the mechanisms of actions for central stimulants, opioids and
nicotine in their dopamine activating effects are fairly well established, the corresponding
mechanisms with respect to ethanol have been elusive. Here we review the actions of
ethanol in the mesolimbic dopamine system, focusing on ethanol's interaction with
ligand-gated ion-channel receptors, opiate receptors, the ghrelin system and the possible
involvement of acetaldehyde. Preclinical studies have provided the opportunity to dissect
these interactions in some detail and although we do not fully comprehend the actions of
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ethanol there have been some great advances resulting in increased knowledge of the
complexity of ethanol's mechanism of action in this system. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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(from the chapter) Ethanol's effects on intracellular signaling pathways contribute to acute
effects of ethanol as well as to neuroadaptive responses to repeated ethanol exposure. In
this chapter we review recent discoveries that demonstrate how ethanol alters signaling
pathways involving several receptor tyrosine kinases and intracellular tyrosine and
serine-threonine kinases, with consequences for regulation of cell surface receptor
function, gene expression, protein translation, neuronal excitability and animal behavior.
We also describe recent work that demonstrates a key role for ethanol in regulating the
function of scaffolding proteins that organize signaling complexes into functional units.
Finally, we review recent exciting studies demonstrating ethanol modulation of DNA and
histone modification and the expression of microRNAs, indicating epigenetic
mechanisms by which ethanol regulates neuronal gene expression and addictive
behaviors. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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(from the chapter) Ethanol (EtOH) has effects on numerous cellular molecular targets,
and alterations in synaptic function are prominent among these effects. Acute exposure to
EtOH activates or inhibits the function of proteins involved in synaptic transmission,
while chronic exposure often produces opposing and/or compensatory/homeostatic effects
on the expression, localization, and function of these proteins. Interactions between
different neurotransmitters (e.g., neuropeptide effects on release of small molecule
transmitters) can also influence both acute and chronic EtOH actions. Studies in intact
animals indicate that the proteins affected by EtOH also play roles in the neural actions of
the drug, including acute intoxication, tolerance, dependence, and the seeking and
drinking of EtOH. This chapter reviews the literature describing these acute and chronic
synaptic effects of EtOH and their relevance for synaptic transmission, plasticity, and
behavior. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Alcoholism can be defined by a compulsion to seek and take drug, loss
of control in limiting intake, and the emergence of a negative emotional state when access
to the drug is prevented. Alcoholism impacts multiple motivational mechanisms and can
be conceptualized as a disorder that includes a progression from impulsivity (positive
reinforcement) to compulsivity (negative reinforcement). The compulsive drug seeking
associated with alcoholism can be derived from multiple neuroadaptations, but the thesis
argued here is that a key component involves the construct of negative reinforcement.
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Negative reinforcement is defined as drug taking that alleviates a negative emotional
state. The negative emotional state that drives such negative reinforcement is
hypothesized lo derive from dysregulation of specific neurochemical elements involved in
reward and stress within the basal forebrain structures involving the ventral striatum and
extended amygdala, respectively. Specific neurochemical elements in these structures
include nol only decreases in reward neurotransmission, such as decreased dopamine and
y-aminobutyric acid function in the ventral striatum, but also recruitment of brain stress
systems, such as corticotropin-releasing factor (CRF), in the extended amygdala. Acute
withdrawal from chronic alcohol, sufficient to produce dependence, increases reward
thresholds, increases anxiety-like responses, decreases dopamine system function, and
increases extracellular levels of CRF in the central nucleus of the amygdala. CRF receptor
antagonists also block excessive drug intake produced by dependence. A brain stress
response system is hypothesized to be activated by acute excessive drug intake, to be
sensitized during repealed withdrawal, to persist into protracted abstinence, and lo
contribute to the compulsivity of alcoholism. Other components of brain stress systems in
the extended amygdala that interact with CRF and that may contribute to the negative
motivational state of withdrawal include norepinephrine, dynorphin, and neuropeptide Y.
The combination of loss of reward function and recruitment of brain stress systems
provides a powerful neurochemical basis for a negative emotional state that is responsible
for the negative reinforcement driving, al least partially, the compulsivity of alcoholism.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
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(from the cover) The question of how alcohol alters mood states and why this may end up
becoming an addiction has puzzled alcohol researchers for decades. In this volume, a
group of highly distinguishes experts and leaders in alcohol addiction research presents
our current state of knowledge and remaining research challenges, as well as interesting
viewpoints on future research directions aimed to stimulate communication and
convergence between clinical and preclinical researchers, and to renew interest in,the
vibrant field of alcohol addiction research among a broad scientifically minded audience.
Five Current Topics are discussed in this volume: Neurobiological mechanisms of
alcoholism, Genetics, Clinical phenotypes and their preclinical models, Brain imaging,
and Translational approaches for treatment development, both pharmacological and
non-pharmacological. These areas have in our opinion substantially brought alcohol
research forward and influenced our thinking about how to reach our common paramount
goal, namely to offer effective treatment solutions for an extensive group of patients with
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largely unmet medical needs. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved)
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The authors present a framework in order to improve decision-making for the use of
psychological and neuropsychological assessments for youth in the juvenile justice
system. Included is a review of the psychological, substance use, and traumatic brain
injury literature of youth in the juvenile justice system. Thereafter, key terminology
related to psychological and forensic evaluations, and an overview of how juvenile justice
systems are organized in the USA are discussed. Lastly, recommendations regarding
psychological and neuropsychological assessments of youth in juvenile justice are
discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Introduction and Objective: Tobacco use is a significant risk factor for oral diseases.
Periodontal disease has been known to be associated with tobacco use for over twenty
years. Despite that, dentists and particularly periodontist does not include tobacco use
cessation as part of their initial treatment in treating periodontal disease or placing
implants in patients who use tobacco. The increase in prevalence and severity of
periodontitis among smokers cannot be explained by differences in the amount of plaque
between smokers and nonsmokers. A possible explanation is that smoking may alter the
quality of the flora. Dental professionals also have a crucial role to play in tobacco
cessation counseling, particularly for patients with chronic periodontitis. More patients
will be affected by periodontitis than will ever be affected by oral cancer. Methods and
Results: Reviews of literatures were done on a clearly formulated question on the need of
smoking cessation intervention to increase positive outcome of treatment on periodontal
disease. Conclusion: Various epidemiological studies strongly suggest that tobacco use
cessation is beneficial to patients following periodontal treatments for a better outcome.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to evalutate the relationship among drug consumption,
study habits and family conflicts in Mexcian students. The Familiar Scale Environment
and the Checklist Silva were used to evaluate 273 students between 11 and 17 years old.
The analysis of data was carried out with the coefficient correlation of Pearson and Test t
Student. The results show that there is any relationship among consumption of drugs,
study habits and family environment. There were found significant differences between
the indicators of study habits and consumption of drugs. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The influence of psychoactive substances on the patterns of violence behavior in 373
participants was analyzed using several questionnaires to evaluate behavioral patterns. It
was found that the most consumed drug and the one that is consumed firstly and with a
great impact was the alcohol, followed by tobacco and marijuana. Four groups according
to the severity of consumption were obtained. Three violent patterns were identified,
arranged by frequency, runs and stability of behavior, being the most frequent behaviors
the verbal aggression and attitudes or rage episodes toward the academic problems and
the familiar and interpersonal relationships. Physical aggression and rage, as well as the
group with the lowest consumption, influenced on the lowest pattern. A weak influence
on the successive patterns was also observed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

In a survey exploring the reliability and validity of a screening tool, we explored the
substance abuse and mental health issues among 371 elders; 74 were sexual minorities.
Analyses by age group indicated that elders 55-64 years had significantly more problems
with substance abuse, posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, anxiety, and
suicidal thoughts compared to those 65 and older. Bisexuals reported significantly greater
problems with depression, anxiety, and suicidality than either heterosexual or lesbian or
gay elders. Mental health and substance abuse treatment utilization was low among all
elders with problems. Implications for assessment, access to care, and group-specific
services delivery are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Dual-diagnosis mentally ill patients, i.e. those characterized with substance abuse
problems combined with mental health problems, are a challenge both for systems
treating substance abusers and for mental health services. These patients are not easily
integrated in either of these healthcare systems and/or are treated only for one aspect of
their problem by each of these systems. For such patients it is necessary to create a
separate treatment model, combining care of the problem of substance abuse and attention
to the patient's mental pathology, according to his individual personality traits. For
purposes of this programme a treatment setting operating on the model of a therapeutic
community is proposed. This setting will open an affiliated treatment programme for
dual-diagnosed patients in a separate treatment programme that is not part of the
therapeutic community but will be affiliated with it and will accept dual-diagnosis
patients. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Aim: The study was undertaken to investigate possible influence of alcoholism on the
course and psychopathology of schizophrenia. Method: A representative sample of 61
subjects was selected from schizophrenic patients with a history of alcohol dependence
(dual diagnosis) registered in the period of 1997-2000. They were compared with 60
control patients with a single diagnosis of schizophrenia. In two groups, with the
interview and clinical scales, the onset, course and psychopathology of schizophrenia
were assessed. Results: Male patients with schizophrenia and alcohol dependence had a
later mean age at onset of mental illness, women-a higher rate of alcohol abuse in the
family compared to the control groups. In men with dual diagnosis, the negative
symptoms were less prominent. Women with schizophrenia and alcohol dependence
reported more depressive symptomatology. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Aim: The assessment of cognitive functions connected with prefrontal cortex activity and
the intensity of depressed symptoms in patients with alcohol dependence after
discontinuation of alcohol use and after a least one year of abstinence. Method: 88
patients with alcohol dependence were evaluated. In 51 subjects assessment was
performed directly after discontinuation of alcohol drinking and in 37 subjects, after at
least one-year of abstinence. The control group consisted in 30 healthy persons matched
with age, gender and education for the experimental group. The intensity of alcohol
addiction was assessed using the SADD and MAST scale, while intensity of the
depression symptoms was measured with the Beck Depression Inventory.
Neuropsychological assessment included the Wisconsin Card Sorting Test (WCST) and
N-back test for different aspects of working memory and executive functions estimation.
Page 90

NHS Evidence | library.nhs.uk

Results: Significant disturbances of working memory and executive functions in patients
with alcohol dependence, both with short-term and long-term abstinence in relation to
healthy subjects were noted. No significant differences between patients with short-term
and long-term abstinence on the performance in neuropsychological tests was observed,
except better results of nonperseverative errors obtained by patients with long-term
abstinence. Longer duration of the alcohol addiction correlated with a worse, however
higher level of education with a better performance in neuropsychological tests. The
intensity of depression did not correlate with the level of cognitive impairment in the
neuropsychological tests. Conclusios: The results obtained indicate core and enduring
cognitive deficits connected with disturbances in prefrontal cortex activity in patients with
alcohol addiction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Antidepressant drugs are widely used in the treatment of many psychiatric disorders. The
decision to discontinue medication after a successful course of treatment, as well as
accidental or planned interruptions to treatment, may, in susceptible patients, result in
troublesome symptoms which are generally termed "discontinuation". Discontinuation
symptoms are now known to be associated with most classes of antidepressants if
medication is discontinued without appropriate down-tapering of dose and/or dose
frequency. Symptoms of discontinuation may be mistaken for physical illness, relapse
into psychiatric disorder or "addictive" potential of antidepressants. Patients' and their
families' psychoeducation is still considered a key factor in the management of
antidepressant discontinuation syndrome. Prior to initiating treatment or early in its
course, clinicians should educate patients about possibility and nature of discontinuation
symptoms, the importance of taking medication consistenly. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Although the number of women who use, abuse of and become addicted to alcohol is
increasing, they are still not the main target of the health care services as their distinctive
characteristics regarding psychoactive substances have not been taken into account by the
public health policy decision-makers. Objective: To characterise those women who use
alcohol as well as to identify the pattern of alcohol consumption, clinical interventions,
and previous treatments performed in this patient population. Methods: This retrospective
cohort study reviewed medical records of alcohol users who had sought treatments
offered by UNIAD and UNIFESP between 2000-2006. A total of 192 patients were
included in this study according to criteria for treatment dropout. Results: The groups
were found to have similar socio-demographic characteristics. Consumption of both
fermented and distilled beverages were significantly higher in the dropout group (p =
0.002). Alcohol addiction was found to be significantly more severe in both groups (p <
0.001). Use of auxiliary medication (p < 0.001) and search for psychiatric consultation (p
< 0.001) were significantly higher in the non-dropout group. Conclusion: Alcoholic
women who abandoned the treatment during the first month, compared to those who did
not, made more use of both fermented and distilled beverages, had consumed less units
per week, used less auxiliary medications, and sought less treatments. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This article aims to show how hypnotherapy can help the alcoholic patient get rid of his
alcohol dependence. Our reflections are based on a clinical research carried out at a
detoxification centre. It investigates the meeting between twelve subjects and hypnosis,
an existential approach based on real-life experiences, emotions and cognitions. Our
findings show that 1) hypnosis allows the alcoholic person to become again the agent of
his desires by modifying his representations and that 2) the change process starts and
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takes hold through the client's ability to let go of his experiences. Letting go seems to be a
therapeutic invariant characteristic of hypnotic practice which contributes to increasing
the somato-emotional experiences that give meaning to the patient's history. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2013 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: This article describes two complex and doubly preoccupying situations in
terms of public health, either, for its high prevalence and/or its consequences. These
problems are the psychoactive substance use disorder and crime. The form will be told as
diverse researchers associate them, as well as the situation of the exam of users and
alcohol dependents and drugs. Method: A revision of publications was become fulfilled
on the subject, using Medline and Lilacs as data bases, covering the period of 1986 the
2006. The keywords used had been: "Alcoholism", "drug dependence", "drug abuses" and
"crime". Summaries of congresses, articles and excellent books on the subject, published
for different authorities in the subject, in diverse phases of research, had been consulted
and enclosed. Conclusion: The diverse research coincide in the affirmation of an
association between psychoactive substances use disorders and crime. What it is possible
to evidence is the high ratio of violent acts when the alcohol or the illicit drugs is used by
aggressors, its victims or in both. When it carries through an expert examination in
authors who allege some relation of the practiced act with alcohol consumption/drugs,
this exam must take in consideration the substance in use, the clinical symptom for caused
it, as well as verifying the presence of a diagnosis, the existence of causal nexus and
possible alterations in the understanding capacity and/or determination of the agent.
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