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1. The network relations study.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2012,
vol./is. 72/8-A(3000), 0419-4209 (2012)

Author(s):

Pierce, Todd G

Institution:

Pierce, Todd G.: The Catholic U America, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

African American women are amongst the fastest growing population of new HIV cases
in the United States. Washington, D.C. represents the highest rates of HIV in the United
States. There are many contributing factors as to why African American women are at
such risk. Poverty, violence, illegal drug use and histories of childhood sexual abuse are
some of these factors. This dissertation examines the interplay between violence, social
networks, drug abuse, sexual behaviors and HIV risk among African American women in
Washington, D.C. who have had lifelong histories as victims of violence and sexual
abuse. Thirty-two months of ethnographic research was conducted with five selected
women who have histories of drug abuse, sexual abuse and other forms of abuse and
violence in their lives. Research was also conducted with harm reduction organizations,
such as HIV risk reduction outreach and education organizations to assist in
contextualizing the participating women's lives. Neighborhood community data collected
on issues of violence and social beliefs provided further social contexts in which to frame
the lives of the participating women. A multi-methodological approach using participant
observation, life history interviews, social network plotting and event recall interviews
was utilized to illustrate and examine the effects of psychological and physical trauma
brought on by experiences of violence and abuse, and how said trauma impact individual
social and sexual practices. This research also examined ways in which cyclical violence
and abuse within the participating women's family and social network histories have
influenced the women's decision-making abilities with regards to HIV risk behaviors.
This research illustrates the interplay between the self and social networks in relation to
drug addiction and violence, and demonstrates how violence affects the self and limits
human agency, especially in regard to HIV risk behaviors, and identifies the need to
include childhood sexual abuse as a key indicator for risk of HIV and other diseases and
social ailments. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*HIV
*Psychosexual Behavior
*Social Networks
*Violence
Blacks
Human Females
Sexual Risk Taking
Trauma

Source:

PsycINFO

2. Factors related to the implementation of best practices in the treatment of substance use disorders by social
workers.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2012,
vol./is. 72/8-A(2965), 0419-4209 (2012)

Author(s):

Campbell, Ruth

Institution:

Campbell, Ruth: Fordham U., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Substance Use Disorder (SUD) treatment services for youth and adults can be improved
by the implementation of appropriate Evidence Based Practices. Although efficacious
practices for the treatment of substance use disorders exist, implementation of treatments
that employ empirically validated practices has been slow to occur. Estimates of the use
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of empirically based treatments in the field of substance abuse across the United States
are as low as 10% (McGlynn et al., 2003). Though a majority of social workers are
involved with diagnosis and treatment of substance use disorders (Smith, Whitaker and
Weismiller, 2006), estimates of social work training in substance abuse practice is
approximately 50% (Smith et al.). The study examines factors related to implementation
of three widely-used Best Practices by social workers in the field of SUD treatment.
Although researchers have identified contextual and personal/cognitive factors that affect
the adoption of empirically based practices into substance use treatment services (e.g.,
Aarons, 2004; Eccles, Grimshaw, Walker, Johnston, & Pitts, 2005), implementation
remains low. The investigation of factors related to implementation in this study allows a
more complete understanding of contextual and personal factors which are specifically
related to implementation. A sample of 644 social work practitioners, randomly selected
from the list of social workers who subscribe to the Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug
specialty section of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW), was surveyed to
generate the data used in the study. The relationship of personal/cognitive and social
contextual factors to social work clinicians' implementation of Best Practices was
estimated by analytical methods used to model the data. The study found that the social
workers implemented Best Practices with 75% of their clients with SUDs. Of the seven
Best Practices surveyed, Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, Self-Help Interventions, and
Motivational Interviewing were the most widely-used. The social cognitive factors of
confidence and motivation were found to explain between 51% and 71% of the variance
in implementation. Social contextual variables of leadership attitude and social network
implementation were found to moderate the relationships between social cognitive
variables and implementation. The combination of social cognitive and social contextual
variables explained between 58% and 75% of the variance in implementation in the final
models for the three examined Best Practices. Study hypotheses were supported by the
results. The results of this study suggest that social cognitive factors of confidence and
motivation are good predictors of implementation. Clinical management or educators can
utilize this information to improve clinicians' implementation of Best Practices in this
field. The findings of this study suggest that leadership attitude and social network
implementation of Best Practices do moderate the relationship of social cognitive factors
and implementation. This finding suggests that social contextual factors facilitate or
inhibit implementation of Best Practices. Social context must be considered in improving
implementation of Beset Practices in clinical or educational settings. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Diagnosis
*Drug Abuse
*Social Workers
*Best Practices
Treatment

Source:

PsycINFO

3. The validation of the trauma assessment for young children.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2012,
vol./is. 72/8-A(2969), 0419-4209 (2012)

Author(s):

Strickler, Heidi Lynne Hartmann

Institution:

Strickler, Heidi Lynne Hartmann: U Texas at Arlington, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Young children experience a variety of traumatic experiences ranging from divorce and
witnessing family violence, to living with parents who have addictive behaviors, to
experiencing severe illness and injury, to experiencing population wide traumas, to
experiencing physical or sexual abuse or other forms of child maltreatment. Young
children between the ages of 3 and 7 are in the preoperational stage of cognitive
development and consequently process these experiences in a different manner than
adults. As a result, assessment measures need to take this cognitive processing into
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account and look at the children's views of their experiences. Psychosocial development is
equally important in the development of assessment instruments, since children in this age
group are within Erikson's stages of initiative versus guilt and industry versus inferiority,
so they are beginning to develop their own opinions and representations of the world.
Assessment instruments also need to communicate with children on their own level,
which at this age, is through play. The current study developed an assessment instrument
of trauma symptoms in young children based on a combination of the American
Psychiatric Association's diagnostic criteria for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD),
recommendations for alternative diagnostic criteria for PTSD in preschool children, and
theoretical literature related to complex trauma and developmental trauma disorder in
young children. The Trauma Assessment for Young Children was tested in a control
sample of children from an area Head Start Center and a designated trauma sample from
children's advocacy centers and domestic violence shelters. The purpose of the study was
to validate the Trauma Assessment for Young Children. The Trauma Assessment for
Young Children had good test-retest reliability. The measure was found to have moderate
internal consistency on both the child-report and caregiver-report versions, with higher
levels in the caregiver report. The Trauma Assessment for Young Children had good
convergent validity with the PTSD subscales (intrusiveness, avoidance, arousal, and total
PTSD) with the Trauma Symptom Checklist for Young Children for the total sample and
with all subscales except arousal for the designated trauma group. It demonstrated good
discriminant validity with the externalizing (aggressive, attention, and total externalizing)
subscales of the Child Behavior Checklist) for the designated trauma group, and for the
control group and total sample on attention. Finally, the Trauma Assessment for Young
Children demonstrated known groups validity on the caregiver-report version of the
measure, indicating that it has the ability to differentiate between the designated trauma
group and the control group. These results are promising for the future utility of the
measure with children who have experienced a trauma; however, the sample size was
small; therefore, implications for future research are discussed, as well as, implications
for social work policy and practice. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Childhood Development
*Cognitive Development
*Social Casework
*Test Validity
*Trauma

Source:

PsycINFO

4. An assessment of substance abuse treatment programs in Florida's correctional institutions for women.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2012,
vol./is. 72/8-A(2974), 0419-4209 (2012)

Author(s):

Waid, Courtney A

Institution:

Waid, Courtney A.: The Florida State U., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

With the "get-tough" stance of the past three decades shaping the landscape of U.S. penal
policy, the rate of female incarceration has increased at a rate higher than that for males
since the early 1980s (Pollock, 2002). At the turn of the 21st century, 60% of women
admitted to prison, compared to 41% of male offenders, were incarcerated for
drug-related offenses (Chesney-Lind, 2002; Pollock, 2002). Given this, an understanding
of what causes females to relapse and/or recidivate is critical in the development and
implementation of appropriate correctional substance abuse treatment. Interest in the
efficacy of correctional substance abuse treatment programming has resurfaced after a
period of years in which the doctrine of "nothing works" in offender rehabilitation was
accepted. The purpose of the present study was to evaluate the efficacy of substance
abuse treatment programs operative for female inmates in the state of Florida released
between 1995-2001. Consistent with previous research, the analyses produced mixed
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findings. Specifically, while institutionally-based programming did not reduce recidivism,
community based programming was effective three years post-release from programming.
Further evaluation (both process and outcome studies) and investment in treatment
resources that can address the specific needs of females and provide a continuum of care
are provided as recommendations for future research and practice. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Continuum of Care
*Correctional Institutions
*Criminal Rehabilitation
*Drug Abuse
*Drug Rehabilitation
Human Females
Incarceration

Source:

PsycINFO

5. Examining the association between co-occurring mental and substance use disorders and institutional misconduct
among female state inmates.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2012,
vol./is. 72/8-A(2971), 0419-4209 (2012)

Author(s):

Houser, Kimberly A

Institution:

Houser, Kimberly A.: Temple U., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

In view of the vast numbers of individuals with co-occurring mental health and substance
use disorders within the offender population, the scarcity of research on the potential
exacerbating effects of co-occurring disorders on prisoner misconduct is surprising. With
a sample of 1,470 incarcerated women offenders in Pennsylvania, this study examined
prisoner misconduct among four distinct groups: 1) inmates with co-occurring disorders,
2) those with mental illness only, 3) inmates with substance use disorders only, and 4)
prisoners with no mental health or substance use disorders net the effects of other factors
demonstrated in prior studies to influence institutional misconduct. Results suggested that
female prisoners with mental health and co-occurring disorders were significantly more
likely than those with no disorders to be charged with prison misconduct. Co-occurring
disorder inmates were also more likely to be charged with both minor and serious
misconduct compared to inmates with no disorders. The results of this study suggest that
mental health and co-occurring disorders may hinder the ability of some female offenders
to successfully assimilate to the prison environment as evidenced by higher rates of
institutional misbehavior. Practice and policy implications are discussed. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Behavior Problems
*Drug Abuse
*Mental Disorders
*Prisoners
Human Females

Source:

PsycINFO

6. Self-control as a predictor of retention in, and recidivism, and relapse following therapeutic community treatment
for drug-abusing adolescents.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2012,
vol./is. 72/8-A(2971), 0419-4209 (2012)

Author(s):

Abdel-Salam, Sami

Institution:

Abdel-Salam, Sami: Temple U., US
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Language:

English

Abstract:

The adolescent drug problem in America places a huge toll on society and a heavy burden
on the criminal justice system. Research regarding the benefits of community-based
therapeutic community treatment for drug-abusing adolescents has generally shown they
are effective. Despite their ability to lower drug relapse and reduce criminality in
individuals, a great deal remains unknown in terms of how the process of treatment
actually works for this young age group. In this study, an attempt was made to apply
concepts related to a criminological theory to predict differences in treatment retention
and outcomes because empirical studies of drug treatment are mostly atheoretical, even
though treatment programming is based on theory. Many of the traits associated with
Gottfredson and Hirschi's theory of low self-control are exhibited in adolescent drug users
and may present barriers (and/or targets) to effective treatment. Using data collected as
part of the Drug Abuse Treatment Outcomes Studies - Adolescents (DATOS-A), a
multi-site prospective study of adolescent drug abuse treatment effectiveness, this study
examined how characteristics associated with low self-control predict treatment retention
and post-treatment crime and drug use. Despite empirical data suggesting that adolescent
residential TCs help to reduce drug use, recidivism, and relapse, there is no research that
examines whether characteristics associated with low self-control are predictive of
positive or negative outcomes from this treatment modality. The primary findings were
that motivation for treatment had a significant association with whether or not an
adolescent completed treatment and that being male, having family problems and
negative peer associations, and the opportunity to use drugs had a significant relationship
with post-treatment property crime and post-treatment substance use. With the exception
of post-treatment violent crimes, between-program variation influenced individual-level
outcomes. Contrary to the hypotheses, pre-treatment levels of impulsivity,
self-centeredness, preference for simple tasks, and temper (i.e., low self-control variables)
had no relationship with whether or not an adolescent completed treatment, committed
property or violent crime, or used alcohol, marijuana, or other drugs in the 12 month
post-treatment period. Although these findings do not support the hypotheses, this study
begins the process of linking criminological theory to adolescent drug abuse treatment
research, addressing the paucity of theory in the empirical study of these programs.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Criminal Justice
*Drug Abuse
*Recidivism
*Self Control
*Therapeutic Community
Relapse (Disorders)

Source:

PsycINFO

7. Examining participants' motivation to change in residential drug abuse program graduates: Comparing "stages of
change" assessment data with post-release status.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2012,
vol./is. 72/8-A(2972), 0419-4209 (2012)

Author(s):

Moore, Mitchell Jay

Institution:

Moore, Mitchell Jay: U Minnesota, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

This study examined the ability of three instruments designed to measure an individual's
motivational readiness to change to predict successful postincarceration adjustment. It
examined the post-release status of a sample of BOP inmates who completed the
Residential Drug Abuse Program (RDAP) at a low security federal correctional institution
with their post-test RDAP scores on three "stages of change" instruments-the University
of Rhode Island Change Assessment (URICA), the Stages of Change Readiness and
Treatment Eagerness Scale (SOCRATES) 8A (Alcohol), and SOCRATES 8D (Drugs).
The questions that guided this study were: Do inmates' motivation to change from
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lifestyles of criminal and addictive behaviors increase or improve through their
participation in prison-based treatment programs? If so, how do we know-what are the
predictors of post-release rehabilitation? More specifically: (1) Can an inmate's score on
SOCRATES and URICA "stages of change" instruments, which are designed to measure
an individual's motivation to change addictive behaviors, predict post-release
rehabilitation, defined as remaining crime- and drug-free, and maintaining stable housing
and employment? (2) Which, if any, of these instrument scales predict post-release
success? (3) Do other demographic variables predictive of post-release success emerge
from the data? This study used post-release extant survey data obtained through each
former inmate's probation district regarding participants' post-release status in regards to
four factors the literature specifies as indicators of successful rehabilitation-remaining
crime-free (recidivism), remaining abstinent from illicit substance use (relapse),
maintaining stable employment, and maintaining stable housing. These four factors
served as the response (dependent) variables. The individuals' post-treatment instrument
scores (SOCRATES & URICA) sewed as the primary predictor (independent) variables,
and various demographic data also served as predictor variables. Several factors were
identified which were predictive of RDAP participants' successes or failure on supervised
release (SR). One stages of change measure, the SOCRATES 8D (drug), was associated
with criminality and employment instability. Participants' education level was associated
with substance use, employment instability, and SR revocation, and participants' race was
associated with employment and housing instability. Participants who were placed in
RDAP failure status prior to SR (RDAP Failure-Outcome), had greater risk of criminality,
substance use, and SR revocation, and they had greater odds of employment and housing
instability. As anticipated, these participants performed more poorly on SR. In fact,
RDAP failure was the most telling indicator of post-release failure and was found to be
associated with every outcome indicator. Several suggestions and recommendations for
further research and programming were provided. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Crime
*Drug Abuse
*Drug Rehabilitation
*Motivation
*Stages of Change
Recidivism

Source:

PsycINFO

8. Border crossings: Human smuggling operations in the southwest.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2012,
vol./is. 72/8-A(2973), 0419-4209 (2012)

Author(s):

Sanchez, Gabriella

Institution:

Sanchez, Gabriella: Arizona State U., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Following the implementation of federal immigration control measures in the 1990s,
Arizona became the main point of entry for undocumented immigrants along the US
border with Mexico in the early 2000s. Since then, reports have blamed human smuggling
facilitators for the increase of undocumented immigration into the state and the apparent
development of violent practices targeting the undocumented. However, little is known
about the organization of the groups who work at facilitating the transit of undocumented
immigrants along the US Mexico Border. Based on interviews and narratives present in
legal files of smuggling cases prosecuted in Phoenix, Arizona, the present study provides
an analysis of local human smuggling operations. It argues that far from being under the
control of organized crime, smuggling is an income generating strategy of the poor that
generates financial opportunities for community members in financial distress. The study,
raises questions over smuggling's perceptions as violent and instead identifies
smuggling-related violence as a reflection of the structural violence carried out by the

Page 11

NHS Evidence | library.nhs.uk

state against immigrant communities through policing, surveillance and the consistent and
systematic exercise of race-based policies. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved)
Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Communities
*Crime
*Drug Abuse
*Immigration

Source:

PsycINFO

9. Hand held the practice and theory of technological play.

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences, 2012,
vol./is. 72/8-A(2997), 0419-4209 (2012)

Author(s):

Tobin, Samuel

Institution:

Tobin, Samuel: New School U., US

Language:

English

Abstract:

This dissertation is a study of the practices and experiences of mobile video gamers. This
dissertation focuses specifically on players of the Nintendo DS series of hand-held
portable game systems. Based primarily on online ethnographic and participant
observation methods, this dissertation contributes to sociologies of play, culture and
technology as well as to the interdisciplinary fields of game studies and mobile studies. In
doing so, a wide range of authors and works are engaged with, from classic social theory
to current media work. This dissertation shifts the focus of videogame studies from
gamespace, the simulated virtual space within the system, to player-space and what
happens outside of the game, and how play fits into the habits, spaces, and time of
everyday life. This quotidian focus comes out of and is turn informed by the research
methods and sociological basis of the dissertation, an approach that address players more
than games and practices and discourses more than texts or programs. Opening sections
outline the heterodox literatures that the dissertation builds off of, the technical and
historical backgrounds of the Nintendo DS series, and the details and problems of
interfaces and technically mediated and digital play. Within the larger structure of the
dissertation, there is a triptych of chapters that address DS players in terms of their spaces
of play. These spaces are: the vanishing video arcade and more recent public sites of play,
the domestic sphere of the home, and spaces of transit and travel, in particular those of
train-travel and subways. Finally, the ways in which players describe, value, and classify
their (and others) mobile play is examined and connected to issues of addiction, excess,
and compromise. This dissertation shows how play, in particular mobile play, needs to be
understood as fundamentally contingent in that it is informed by the structures and
vagaries of the opportunities afforded and limitations imposed upon players' daily lives.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)

Publication Type:

Dissertation Abstract

Subject Headings:

*Computer Games
*Technology
*Theories

Source:

PsycINFO

10. Correction to Smith et al. (2011).

Citation:

Psychology of Addictive Behaviors, April 2012(No Pagination Specified),
0893-164X;1939-1501 (Apr 9, 2012)

Author(s):

No authorship indicated

Abstract:

Reports an error in "Intimate partner violence and specific substance use disorders:
Findings from the national epidemiologic survey on alcohol and related conditions" by
Philip H. Smith, Gregory G. Homish, Kenneth E. Leonard and Jack R. Cornelius
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(Psychology of Addictive Behaviors, Advanced Online Publication, Aug 8, 2011, np).
The last sentence of the first paragraph reads: "IPV victims were more likely to be female .
. .", and should have read, "IPV victims were more likely to be male . . .". (The following
abstract of the original article appeared in record 2011-16753-001.) The association
between substance use and intimate partner violence (IPV) is robust. It is less clear how
the use of specific substances relates to relationship violence. This study examined IPV
perpetration and victimization related to the following specific substance use disorders:
alcohol, cannabis, cocaine, and opioid. The poly substance use of alcohol and cocaine, as
well as alcohol and marijuana, were also examined. Data were analyzed from wave two
of the National Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions (2004-2005).
Associations between substance use disorders and IPV were tested using logistic
regression models while controlling for important covariates and accounting for the
complex survey design. Alcohol use disorders and cocaine use disorders were most
strongly associated with IPV perpetration, while cannabis use disorders and opioid use
disorders were most strongly associated with IPV victimization. A diagnosis of both an
alcohol use disorder and cannabis use disorder decreased the likelihood of IPV
perpetration compared to each individual substance use disorder. A diagnosis of both an
alcohol use disorder and cocaine use disorder increased likelihood of reporting IPV
perpetration compared with alcohol use disorders alone but decreased likelihood of
perpetration compared with a cocaine use disorder diagnosis alone. Overall, substance use
disorders were consistently related to intimate partner violence after controlling for
important covariates. These results provide further evidence for the important link
between substance use disorders and IPV and add to our knowledge of which specific
substances may be related to relationship violence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
Source:

PsycINFO

11. Prolonged exposure therapy for posttraumatic stress disorder among individuals in a residential substance use
treatment program: A case series.

Citation:

Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, April 2012, vol./is. 43/2(154-161),
0735-7028;1939-1323 (Apr 2012)

Author(s):

Berenz, Erin C; Rowe, Lauren; Schumacher, Julie A; Stasiewicz, Paul R; Coffey, Scott F

Correspondence Address:

Coffey, Scott F.: Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior, University of
Mississippi Medical Center, 2500 North State Street, Jackson, MS, US, 39216,
scoffey@umc.edu

Institution:

Berenz, Erin C.: University of Vermont, VT, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Clients with co-occurring posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and substance use
disorders present a unique challenge for clinicians in substance use treatment settings.
Substance dependent individuals with PTSD tend to improve less during substance use
treatment and relapse more quickly following abstinence attempts compared with those
without PTSD. Recent scientific efforts have focused on understanding the potential
benefit of providing PTSD treatment concurrent with substance use treatment. The
current case study describes 4 individuals with PTSD in a residential substance use
facility who received prolonged exposure therapy for treatment of PTSD, in addition to
the substance use treatment. These individuals completed 9 biweekly 60-min sessions of
prolonged exposure, as well as in vivo and imaginal exposure homework between
sessions. None of the clients met criteria for PTSD at the end of treatment, with these
gains being maintained at 3- and 6-months posttreatment. Additionally, the clients did not
relapse in response to undergoing exposure therapy. Implications for delivery of PTSD
treatment in substance use treatment facilities are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: American Psychological Association; YEAR: 2012
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Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
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*Drug Usage
*Exposure Therapy
*Posttraumatic Stress Disorder
Alcohol Abuse
Residential Care Institutions

Source:

PsycINFO

12. Peripartum pain management in opioid dependent women.

Citation:

European Journal of Pain, April 2012, vol./is. 16/4(574-584), 1090-3801;1532-2149 (Apr
2012)

Author(s):

Hoflich, A. S; Langer, M; Jagsch, R; Bawert, A; Winklbaur, B; Fischer, G; Unger, A

Correspondence Address:

Fischer, G.: Medical University of Vienna, Department of Psychiatry, Wahringer Gurtel
18-20, Vienna, Austria, 1090, gabriele.fischer@meduniwien.ac.at

Institution:

Hoflich, A. S.: Medical University of Vienna, Department of Psychiatry, Vienna, Austria

Language:

English

Abstract:

Increased pain sensitivity and the development of opioid tolerance complicate the
treatment of pain experienced by opioid maintained pregnant-women during delivery and
the perinatal period. The aim of the present study was to investigate differences in pain
management of opioid maintained compared to nondependent pregnant women during
delivery and the postpartum period. 40 deliveries of 37 opioid dependent women enrolled
in a double-blind, double-dummy randomized controlled trial (RCT) examining the safety
and efficacy of methadone (mean dose at the time of delivery = 63.89 mg) and
buprenorphine (mean dose at the time of delivery = 14.05 mg) during pregnancy were
analyzed and participants were matched to a non-dependent comparison group of 80
pregnant women. Differences in pain management (opioid and non-opioid analgesic
medication) during delivery and perinatal period were analyzed. Following cesarean
delivery opioid maintained women received significantly less opioid analgesics (day of
delivery p = 0.038; day 1: p = 0.02), NSAIDs were administered more frequently to
opioid dependent patients than to the comparison group during cesarean section and on
the third day postpartum. Significantly higher nicotine consumption in the group of opioid
dependent women had a strong influence on the retrieved results, and might be considered
as an independent factor of altered pain experience. Differences in pain treatment became
evident when comparing opioid maintained women to healthy controls. These differences
might be based on psychosocial consequences of opioid addiction along with the lack of
an interdisciplinary consensus on pain treatment protocols for opioid dependent patients.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: European Federation of International Association for the Study of Pain
Chapters; YEAR: 2011

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Drug Dependency
*Drug Tolerance
*Methadone
*Opiates
*Pain Management

Source:

PsycINFO

13. Orexin/hypocretin 1 receptor antagonist reduces heroin self-administration and cue-induced heroin seeking.

Citation:

European Journal of Neuroscience, March 2012, vol./is. 35/5(798-804),
0953-816X;1460-9568 (Mar 2012)

Author(s):

Smith, Rachel J; Aston-Jones, Gary
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Correspondence Address:

Smith, Rachel J., smithrac@musc.edu

Institution:

Smith, Rachel J.: Department of Neurosciences, Medical University of South Carolina,
Charleston, SC, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

The orexin / hypocretin system is involved in several addiction-related behaviors. In the
present experiments, we examined the involvement of orexin in heroin reinforcement and
relapse by administering the orexin 1 receptor antagonist SB-334867 prior to heroin
self-administration or prior to cue-induced or heroin-induced reinstatement of
extinguished heroin seeking in male Sprague Dawley rats. SB-334867 (30 mg / kg,
intraperitoneal) reduced heroin intake during self-administration under fixed ratio-1 and
progressive ratio schedules. SB-334867 also attenuated reinstatement of heroin seeking
elicited by cues, but not reinstatement elicited by a heroin prime. These results indicate
that orexin antagonism reduces heroin self-administration, and they support a role for
orexin in cue-triggered drug relapse. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: The Author. European Journal of Neuroscience--Federation of European
Neuroscience Societies and Blackwell Publishing Ltd.; YEAR: 2012

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Heroin
*Neural Receptors
*Drug Seeking
*Orexin
*Reinstatement
Drug Addiction
Rats
Relapse (Disorders)

Source:

PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available in fulltext at Wiley

14. Inactivation of the central nucleus of the amygdala reduces the effect of punishment on cocaine
self-administration in rats.

Citation:

European Journal of Neuroscience, March 2012, vol./is. 35/5(775-783),
0953-816X;1460-9568 (Mar 2012)

Author(s):

Xue, YueQiang; Steketee, Jeffery D; Sun, WenLin

Correspondence Address:

Sun, WenLin: Department of Pharmacology, University of Tennessee, Health Science
Center, 874 Union Avenue, Crowe 115, Memphis, TN, US, 38163, wsun5@uthsc.edu

Institution:

Xue, YueQiang: Department of Pharmacology, University of Tennessee Health Science
Center, Memphis, TN, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Continued cocaine use despite the negative consequences is a hallmark of cocaine
addiction. One such consequence is punishment, which is often used by society to curb
cocaine use. Unfortunately, we know little about the mechanism involved in regulation by
punishment of cocaine use. The fact that cocaine addicts continue to use cocaine despite
potentially severe punishment suggests that the mechanism may be impaired. Such
impairment is expected to critically contribute to compulsive cocaine use. This study was
aimed at testing the hypothesis that the central nucleus of the amygdala (CeN) plays a
critical role in such regulation. To this end, rats were trained to press a lever to
self-administer cocaine under a chained schedule: a response on one lever
(cocaine-seeking lever) led to access to the other lever (cocaine-taking lever), on which a
response was reinforced by cocaine and cues. Thereafter, responses on the seeking lever
were punished by footshock with a probability of 0.5. Cocaine self-administration (SA)
was significantly suppressed by punishment in an intensity-dependent manner.
Interestingly, rats trained with daily 6-h (extended access) but not 2-h (limited access)
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sessions showed resistance to the lower intensity of punishment. Inactivation of the CeN
induced a robust anti-punishment effect in both groups. These data provided evidence that
the CeN is a critical neural substrate involved in regulation by punishment of cocaine SA.
Rats with a history of extended cocaine SA appeared to be less sensitive to punishment.
The decreased sensitivity could result from the neuroplastic changes induced by extended
cocaine SA in the CeN. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
Country of Publication:

HOLDER: The Author. European Journal of Neuroscience--Federation of European
Neuroscience Societies and Blackwell Publishing Ltd.; YEAR: 2012

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Addiction
*Amygdala
*Cocaine
*Punishment
Gamma Aminobutyric Acid
Rats

Source:

PsycINFO

Full Text:

Available in fulltext at Wiley

15. Review of Substance use disorders in lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender clients: Assessment and treatment.

Citation:

Journal of Social Work, March 2012, vol./is. 12/2(219-221), 1468-0173;1741-296X (Mar
2012)

Author(s):

Karoll, Brad R

Institution:

Karoll, Brad R.: Positive Choices, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Reviews the book, Substance Use Disorders in Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
Clients: Assessment and Treatment by Sandra C. Anderson (see record 2009-17172-000).
A dearth of literature exists concentrating on substance use disorders in lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) clients. Anderson attempts to fill this void. This book
appears to follow three broad categories. The first, comprising the initial three chapters,
provides an introduction, important definitions, prevalence and etiological data, and a
discussion of heterosexism. The second category, the practice section, consists of the
majority of chapters. Topics range from Anderson's assessment format to practice with
various subgroups and issues related to specific drugs, age groups, and diversity. She also
provides discussion on intervention models and a case study. These chapters provide a
broad base of information regarding issues relevant to assisting LGBT clients with
substance use disorders. The third, last section focuses on legal and political issues related
to practice. It addresses ongoing legal, ethical, policy, and legislative challenges facing
practitioners who assist LGBT clients. Anderson concludes by reflecting on the future of
the field. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: The Author(s); YEAR: 2011

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
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Source:

PsycINFO

16. Juvenile exposure to methamphetamine attenuates behavioral and neurochemical responses to methamphetamine
in adult rats.
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Citation:

Behavioural Brain Research, April 2012, vol./is. 229/1(118-122), 0166-4328 (Apr 1,
2012)

Author(s):

McFadden, Lisa M; Carter, Samantha; Matuszewich, Leslie

Correspondence Address:

Matuszewich, Leslie: Department of Psychology, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb,
IL, US, 60115, lmatusze@niu.edu

Institution:

McFadden, Lisa M.: Department of Psychology, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL,
US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Previous research has shown that children living in clandestine methamphetamine (MA)
labs are passively exposed to the drug [1]. The long-term effects of this early exposure on
the dopaminergic systems are unknown, but may be important for adult behaviors
mediated by dopamine, such as drug addiction. The current study sought to determine if
juvenile exposure to low doses of MA would lead to altered responsiveness to the
stimulant in adulthood. Young male and female rats (PD20-34) were injected daily with 0
or 2 mg/kg MA or left undisturbed and then tested at PD90. In the open field, adult rats
exposed to MA during preadolescence had reduced locomotor activity compared to
control non-exposed rats following an acute injection of MA (2 mg/kg). Likewise,
methamphetamine-induced dopamine increases in the dorsal striatum were attenuated in
male and female rats that had been exposed to MA as juveniles, although there were no
changes in basal in vivo or ex vivo dopamine levels. These findings suggest that exposure
of juveniles to MA leads to persistent changes in the behavioral and neurochemical
responses to stimulants in adulthood. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

STATEMENT: All rights reserved.; HOLDER: Elsevier B.V.; YEAR: 2012

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:

*Animal Locomotion
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*Neurochemistry
Rats

Source:

PsycINFO

17. In vivo dopaminergic and behavioral responses to acute cocaine are altered in adenosine A2A receptor knockout
mice.

Citation:

Synapse, May 2012, vol./is. 66/5(383-390), 0887-4476;1098-2396 (May 2012)

Author(s):

Wells, Lisa; Opacka-Juffry, Jolanta; Fisher, Donald; Ledent, Catherine; Hourani, Susanna;
Kitchen, Ian

Correspondence Address:

Wells, Lisa: Imanova Ltd., Imperial College, Hammermsith Hospital, London, United
Kingdom, W12 0NN, lisa.wells@imanova.co.uk

Institution:

Wells, Lisa: Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences, University of Surrey, Surrey, United
Kingdom

Language:

English

Abstract:

Adenosine, acting on adenosine A2A receptors (A2ARs), regulates addictive processes
induced by drugs of abuse. This study investigates the role of A2A adenosine receptors in
neurochemical and behavioral responses to an acute cocaine challenge. Changes in the
extracellular levels of dopamine (DA) in the nucleus accumbens (NAc) of mice lacking
A2A adenosine receptors and wild type (WT) littermates after an acute cocaine (20
mg/kg) administration were evaluated by in vivo microdialysis studies. Locomotor effects
induced by cocaine were measured during the microdialysis procedure. Cocaine-evoked
increases in extracellular DA were not sustained in mice lacking A2ARs in comparison
with wild-type mice (P < 0.05). Cocaine administration significantly increased
ambulatory activity in both genotypes. However, overall locomotor activity was further
increased, whereas rest and small local movement measures were significantly attenuated
in the A2AR knockout mice compared with WT littermates (P < 0.05). Our findings
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support an important role for adenosine A2AR in modulating the acute effects of cocaine,
as demonstrated by the decrease in cocaine-evoked dopaminergic transmission in the
NAc. Furthermore, the results support an important antagonistic role of A2AR in vivo in
regulating psychostimulant-induced hyperlocomotion. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Wiley Periodicals, Inc.; YEAR: 2011

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
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Nucleus Accumbens

Source:

PsycINFO

18. HON label and DISCERN as content quality indicators of health-related websites.

Citation:

Psychiatric Quarterly, March 2012, vol./is. 83/1(15-27), 0033-2720;1573-6709 (Mar
2012)

Author(s):
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Correspondence Address:
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Khazaal, Yasser: Division of Addictology, Geneva University Hospitals, Geneva,
Switzerland

Language:

English

Abstract:

Content quality indicators are warranted in order to help patients and consumers to judge
the content quality of health-related on-line information. The aim of the present study is
to evaluate web-based information on health topics and to assess particular content
quality indicators like HON (Health on the Net) and DISCERN. The present study is
based on the analysis of data issued from six previous studies which assessed with a
standardized tool the general and content quality (evidence-based health information) of
health-related websites. Keywords related to Social phobia, bipolar disorders,
pathological gambling as well as cannabis, alcohol and cocaine addiction were entered
into popular World Wide Web search engines. Websites were assessed with a standardized
proforma designed to rate sites on the basis of accountability, presentation, interactivity,
readability and content quality (evidence-based information). "Health on the Net" (HON)
quality label, and DISCERN scale scores were used to verify their efficiency as quality
indicators. Of 874 websites identified, 388 were included. Despite an observed
association with higher content quality scores, the HON label fails to predict good content
quality websites when used in a multiple regression. Sensibility and specificity of a
DISCERN score >40 in the detection of good content quality websites were, respectively,
0.45 and 0.96. The DISCERN is a potential quality indicator with a relatively high
specificity. Further developments in this domain are warranted in order to facilitate the
identification of high-quality information on the web by patients. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Springer Science+Business Media, LLC; YEAR: 2011

Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal

Subject Headings:
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Source:

PsycINFO

19. Scaling properties of the combined ICD-10 dependence and harms criteria and comparisons with DSM-5 alcohol
use disorder criteria among patients in the emergency department.

Citation:
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Author(s):

Bond, Jason; Ye, Yu; Cherpitel, Cheryl J; Borges, Guilherme; Cremonte, Mariana;
Moskalewicz, Jacek; Swiatkiewicz, Grazyna

Correspondence Address:

Bond, Jason: Alcohol Research Group, 6475 Christie Avenue, Suite #400, Emeryville,
CA, US, 94608, jbond@arg.org

Institution:

Bond, Jason: Alcohol Research Group, Emeryville, CA, US

Language:

English

Abstract:

Objective: The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 4th Edition
(DSM-IV), and the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health
Problems, 10th Edition (ICD-10), alcohol use disorders (AUDs) classifications offer
competing and somewhat overlapping diagnostic tools for assessing alcohol dependence
and harms/abuse. Both systems are in active stages of development in anticipation of their
next respective iterations Although much psychometric work has been done studying
DSM-IV criteria, efforts toward the ICD-11 have been less prevalent Method: Data from
3,191 drinkers in seven emergency department sites in four countries (United States,
Mexico, Argentina, and Poland) were used to study the psychometric properties of the
combined ICD-10 dependence and harms criteria Comparisons with the proposed set of
DSM-5 criteria and diagnostic thresholds are also included. Results: Item response theory
analyses of the combined ICD-10 dependence and harms criteria suggested a single
underlying factor, both overall and for each site separately, with only moderate
differential item functioning across sites. Overall agreement between the summative
combined ICD-10 dependence and harms criteria and the proposed 11-criteria DSM-5
scale was very high (r = 97), as was agreement between proposed diagnostic threshold
levels of 0-1 (negative AUD), 2-3 (moderate AUD), and 4 or more (severe AL'D) criteria
endorsed (k = 84) Although disagreement between the two three-level diagnoses was only
5 5% of the sample, a majority of these were because of differences between endorsement
rates of abuse versus harms criteria Conclusions: Although there is support for efforts to
align the two schemes, results are consistent with other studies finding the largest
differences between the two systems emanating from differences between the abuse and
harms domains. More research is needed before differences between the two systems can
be reconciled. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal
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20. Reducing alcohol-impaired driving in community sports clubs: Evaluating the Good Sports program.
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Language:

English

Abstract:

Objective: The Good Sports program uses a systematic accreditation process to
implement gradual alcohol-related harm-reduction strategies in Australian community
sports clubs that aim to reduce the incidence of harmful alcohol-related behaviors, such as
drink driving. This study tested whether the Good Sports program reduced the incidence
of drink driving and whether reductions are related to the level of program
implementation Method: An adoption versus nonadoption pilot study was undertaken
with 65 cricket and 48 Australian Football League clubs (N = 1,968 individuals).
Associations between the stage of accreditation (Stage 1 and Stage 2) and the likelihood
of driving with an illegal blood alcohol concentration (BAC) were examined Alcohol-use
diary accounts were used to calculate BAC before driving home from the club. Results:
The percentage of club members driving at least once in the previous week with a BAC
estimate greater than 05% (the legal limit in Australia) was lower in clubs that had
achieved Stage 2 Good Sports accreditation (7%, 95% CI [5%, 9%]) than those that had
not (8%, 95% CI [6%, 9%]), but this was not significantly different However, multilevel
modeling identified a larger number of the safe-transport strategies, implemented as part
of Stage 2 accreditation, which were associated with a significantly lower probability of
drink driving Being a risky drinker at the club, and the average number of risky drinkers
at the club, was also predictive of drink driving. Conclusions: The findings of this pilot
study suggest that implementation of the Good Sports program is likely to have a
significant effect on harms associated with drink driving in Australia and elsewhere.
Further community studies will be required, however, to examine precisely how the
program is achieving improvements and whether it can be refined to have a greater
impact in both Australia and overseas. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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21. Increasing support for alcohol-control enforcement through news coverage of alcohol's role in injuries and crime.
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Language:

English

Abstract:

Objective: Prior research has shown that the proportion of news stories about violent
crimes, car crashes, and other unintended injuries that mention the possible contributing
role of alcohol is far lower than the actual proportion of alcohol-related crimes and
unintended injuries An experiment was conducted to test the hypothesis that inclusion of
such mention can increase concern about alcohol risks and support for alcohol-control
measures, which have elsewhere been shown to decrease alcohol-related problems in
community settings Methodologically, we provide a model for experiments permitting
generalization across randomly selected message stimuli Method: Sixty randomly
selected local news stories on violent crime, motor vehicle crashes, and other unintended
injuries from newspapers throughout the United States were manipulated into versions
including or not including alcohol as a causative factor Participants (n = 785) were drawn
from a national online research panel representative of the U.S. population, 66% of panel
members contacted agreed to participate. Data were analyzed using mixed-effect,
multilevel models to permit generalization across message and participant variability
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Results: Mention of alcohol in news stories increased support for enforcement of
alcohol-control laws. Conclusions: Efforts to increase mention of alcohol as a causative
factor in news reports of violent crime and unintended injury have the potential to
increase public support for alcohol-control policies. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal
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22. Relation of supervisor social control to employee substance use: Considering the dimensionality of social control,
temporal context of substance use, and substance legality.
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Abstract:

Objective: Research on supervisor social control provided little evidence for a relation to
employee alcohol use, and only one study explored illicit drug use Based on past
research, several hypotheses were developed that the relation between supervisor social
control and substance use depends on (a) the dimension social control (contact vs.
enforcement), (b) the temporal context of substance use (on the job vs off the job), and (c)
substance legality (alcohol vs. illicit drugs) Method: Data came from a national
probability sample of U.S workers. Supervisor social control represented both supervisor
contact and supervisor enforcement. Measures of alcohol and illicit drug use each
assessed several dimensions of off-the-job use (overall use, overall impairment, and use
after work) and on-the-job use (use before work, use during the workday, and impairment
during the workday). Results: As hypothesized, the results did not support a relation of
supervisor contact to off-the-job or on-the-job alcohol use and illicit drug use. Supervisor
enforcement was unrelated to off-the-job alcohol use but was negatively related to
on-the-job alcohol use Supervisor enforcement was negatively related to both off-the-job
and on-the-job illicit drug use Conclusions: These findings help clarify the generally
unsupportive findings from past research for a relation between supervisor social control
and employee alcohol use, as well as extend this line of research to include illicit drug
use. The results suggest that to fully understand the relation of supervisor social control to
employee substance use, one must consider the dimension of supervisor social control,
temporal context of substance use, and substance legality. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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23. Patterns of alcohol use and consequences among empirically derived sexual minority subgroups.
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Abstract:

Objective: The current study develops an empirically determined classification of sexual
orientation developmental patterns based on participants' annual reports of
self-identifications, sexual attractions, and sexual behaviors during the first 4 years of
college A secondary aim of the current work was to examine trajectories of alcohol
involvement among identified subgroups Method: Data were drawn from a subsample of
a longitudinal study of incoming first-time college students at a large, public university (n
= 2,068). Longitudinal latent class analysis was used to classify sexual minority
participants into empirically derived subgroups based on three self-reported facets of
sexual orientation. Multivariate repeated-measures analyses were conducted to examine
how trajectories of alcohol involvement varied by sexual orientation class membership.
Results: Four unique subclasses of sexual orientation developmental patterns were
identified for males and females' one consistently exclusively heterosexual group and
three sexual minority groups Despite generally similar alcohol use patterns among
subclasses, certain sexual minority subgroups reported elevated levels of alcohol-related
negative consequences and maladaptive motivations for use throughout college compared
with their exclusively heterosexual counterparts. Conclusions: Elevations in coping and
conformity motivations for alcohol use were seen among those subgroups that also
evidenced heightened negative alcohol-related consequences. Implications and limitations
of the current work are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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24. Attribution of alcohol to violence-related injury: Self and other's drinking in the event.
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Abstract:

Objective: Alcohol can result in harm (including injury) not only to the drinker but also to
others; however, little research exists on the additional proportion of violence-related
injuries that can be attributed to the perpetrator Method: Data are reported from
emergency department studies in 14 countries on the prevalence of patients' self-report of
drinking within the 6 hours before the violence-related injury event, patients' belief that
the event would not have happened if they had not been drinking at the time, and patients'
perception that the perpetrator had been drinking. Alcohol-attributable fraction was
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calculated based on the patients' perception that their own drinking was causally related to
the event and on their perception that the perpetrator had been drinking. Results: Across
all countries, 62 9% of the violence-related injuries involved alcohol use on the part of the
victim, the perpetrator, or both Rates of others definitely drinking, as perceived by the
victim, ranged from 14% to 73% across countries and was positively associated with
patients' own drinking in the event and with attributing a causal association between their
drinking and the event. Estimates of alcohol-attributable fraction were 38 8% when the
victim and perpetrator were considered together compared with 23 9% when only the
patient was considered and varied by country-level drinking pattern Conclusions: These
findings suggest adjustments that could be made to global burden of disease estimates
because of violence-related injury morbidity to better reflect alcohol-attributable fraction
when drinking by others and country-level drinking patterns are taken into account.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: Men's heavy drinking has been established as a risk factor for their
perpetration of intimate partner violence (IPV). however, the role of women's drinking in
their perpetration of IPV is less clear The current study examined the relative strength of
husbands' and wives' alcohol use and alcohol dependence symptoms on the occurrence
and frequency of husbands' and wives' IPV perpetration. Method: Married and cohabiting
community couples (N = 280) were identified and recruited according to their
classification in one of four drinking groups heavy episodic drinking occurred in both
partners (n = 79), the husband only (n = 80), the wife only (n = 41), and neither (n = 80)
Husband and wife alcohol consumption, alcohol dependence symptoms, and IPV
perpetration were assessed independently for both partners Results: Husband and wife
consumption and alcohol dependence symptoms contributed to the likelihood and
frequency of husband IPV, both independently and interactively Husband, but not wife,
alcohol dependence symptoms contributed to the occurrence of any wife IPV, although
both partners' alcohol dependence symptoms predicted the frequency of wife aggression
Couples with discrepant drinking were not more likely to perpetrate IPV Conclusions:
Findings for husband IPV support previous research identifying alcohol use of both
partners as a predictor. However, for wives, alcohol appears to play less of a role in IPV
perpetration, perhaps reflecting that women experience less inhibition against physical
aggression in their intimate relationships than do men. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: The purpose of this study was to determine whether persons who were injured
severely enough to require hospitalization suffered more severe injury when substance
use was involved This was accomplished by evaluating four proxy outcome measures
with Ohio Trauma Registry data from January 2004 through December 2007 Method:
Four injury outcomes were identified, injury severity score, admission to an intensive care
unit, presence of at least one medical complication, and hospital length of stay We
examined their association with substance (alcohol and/or other drug) use stratified by the
likelihood of being tested for substance use, mechanism of injury, sex, age, race, and
insurance status. Relative risks and t test scores were calculated. Results: Among 89,129
trauma cases reported to the Ohio Trauma Registry during 2004-2007, more than 21%
were substance users. Those younger than 45 years of age were 65% more likely to use
substances than those 45 or older, men were 110% more likely than women, Blacks were
86% more likely than non-Blacks, and uninsured persons were 127% more likely than
insured persons Stratified analyses yielded 16 comparisons (4 Injury Outcomes x 4
Age-Insurance Subgroups) For 13 of these 16 comparisons, injury severity was
significantly worse (p < 0001) among substance users than nonusers. Conclusions: The
evidence is strong enough to conclude that, among hospitalized trauma patients, use of
substances (alcohol and/or drug) was associated with increased injury severity These
findings appear to be true for the young and old, regardless of insurance status.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: Adolescent problem behaviors such as conduct disorder and
attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) are often associated with alcohol
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problems in adulthood, particularly alcohol dependence. This association is partly a result
of shared genetic liability. However, it is unclear whether ADHD, or an ADHD subtype,
shares genetic influences with alcohol dependence beyond those also shared by conduct
disorder. Method: We evaluated phenotypic associations between adolescent conduct
disorder and ADHD phenotypes with adult alcohol dependence in a population-based
sample of adult male twins (N = 1,774). We then assessed genetic and environmental
relationships among phenotypes using structural equation modeling Results: Individually,
conduct disorder and each ADHD factor were associated with adult alcohol dependence
Results from twin modeling indicate that a genetic factor common to conduct disorder
and ADHD also loads strongly onto alcohol dependence Even after controlling for genetic
factors shared with conduct disorder and other ADHD factors, the hyperactivity
component of ADHD shared significant residual genetic influences with alcohol
dependence Conclusions: Most of the genetically mediated association between
adolescent ADHD and adult alcohol dependence is shared with conduct disorder,
reflecting a generalized risk to externalizing behaviors The significant residual genetic
covariance between the ADHD factor hyperactivity/impulsivity and alcohol dependence
implies that impulsive behaviors less destructive/harmful than those manifested by
conduct disorder can be indicative of genetic risk for adult alcohol dependence However,
the ADHD factors inattention and forgetfulness are not uniquely predictive of
genetic/environmental risk for alcohol dependence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: This study compares the likelihood of suicidal ideation and suicide attempt
across stages of nonmedical prescription opioid use and by presence of prescription
opioid disorders (dependence and/or abuse) among adult respondents. Method: In the
2009 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 37,933 adult respondents were asked if
they had thought about suicide or had attempted suicide in the past year. The likelihood of
ideation and attempt were compared across the following four categories: (a) those who
never used prescription opioids, (b) former users, (c) persistent users, and (d) recent-onset
users. Weighted multinomial logistic regressions were used to examine if these stages and
presence of Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition,
criteria for prescription opioid disorders were associated with suicidal ideation and
suicide attempt. Results: Five percent of respondents (n = 2,021) reported suicidal
ideation; of these, 15% (n = 310) reported attempt. Former and persistent nonmedical
prescription opioid users had greater odds of suicidal ideation than those who never used
these medications nonmedically. The stages of prescription opioid use were not associated
with suicide attempt. Presence of prescription opioid disorders among past-year
prescription opioid users was associated with suicidal ideation but not suicide attempt.
Conclusions: The risk for suicidal ideation was greater in those who no longer used
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prescription opioids, in persistent users, and among nonmedical users who had a
prescription opioid disorder compared with users without the disorder. The results suggest
a need to continue monitoring for suicide risk even among those who have stopped using
prescription opioids. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
Publication Type:

Journal; Peer Reviewed Journal
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29. The anthropology of psychopharmacology: Commentary on contributions to the analysis of pharmaceutical self
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Abstract:

Comments on the articles by Allison V. Schlosser & Lee D. Hoffer (see record
2012-05598-004) & Kristi M. Ninnemann (see record 2012-05598-003). Schlosser and
Hoffer make a vital contribution to anthropological understanding of the self-imaginary in
the use of psychotropic drugs to include antidepressants, antipsychotics, anxiolytics, and
heroin. The social life of this common yet poorly understood cocktail brings into play a
complex moral economy of psychiatric medications and illicit street drugs. This
innovative ethnographic study documents that, as a matter of lived experience, the
circulation of psychotropic knowledge and ingestion creates personal expertise and
conflict in soothing the torment of an unhappy life. The ethnopsychological and cultural
logic of normal-abnormal in this situation sheds light on what is valued as a matter of
routine or steady state. Kristi Ninnemann's innovative paper draws our attention to the
critical yet frequently unrecognized verity of biogenetic variation in metabolic processes
and psychopharmaceuticals. Drawing on pioneering work from
ethnopsychopharmacology, Ninnemann takes a step forward in advancing our
understanding of the ways in which medications are shaped by complicated interactions
among culture, behavioral environment, and biogenetics. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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30. When love meets drugs: Pharmaceuticalizing ambivalence in post-socialist China.
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Abstract:

In this article, I examine the interaction between intimacy and psychiatry to explore the
ambivalences in the use of pharmaceuticals in psychiatric practice. Of particular interest
is how pharmaceuticals come to constitute in multiple ways what pathology is and what
form of life needs to be restored, and how psychiatric medications reconfigure the
ambivalence of intimacy in post-socialist China. Following the life of Mei, a female
psychiatric patient, for two years, I have made a series of discoveries related to medicine
and intimacy in China. Specifically, I show that psychopharmaceuticals indicate a
diseased body that threatens the intimate bond. They also highlight a socially suffering
subject that is in lack of love from the intimate partner who demands the latter's
redemption. I discuss how these multiple and contradicting meanings of
psychopharmaceuticals and intimacy are socio-historically situated. Thus, while previous
research in medical anthropology criticizes pharmaceuticalization for reducing the
socio-political life (bios) to a biological body (zol), I argue that these life forms co-exist
in a pharmaceutical "zone of indistinction" (Agamben, Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and
Bare Life. Stanford University Press, Stanford, 1998), in which they constitute and
contradict each other. This discussion warns researchers against falling back into the usual
orientation of either biomedicine or the social sciences. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Many people diagnosed with mental illnesses struggle with illicit drug addiction. These
individuals are often treated with psychiatric medications, yet little is known about how
they experience this treatment. Research on the subjective experience of psychiatric
medication use highlights the complex, contradictory, and ambiguous feelings often
associated with this treatment. However, for those with mental illness and addiction, this
experience is complicated by the need to manage both psychiatric medication and illicit
drug use. Using ethnographic data from a study of heroin use in Northeast Ohio, we
explore this experience by expanding the pharmaceutical self/imaginary (Jenkins,
Pharmaceutical Self: The Global Shaping of Experience in an Age of
Psychopharmacology, School for Advanced Research Press, Santa Fe, NM, 2010b) to
include psychopharmaceuticals and illicit drugs, what we call the psychotropic
self/imaginary. Through this lens we explore the ways participants interpret and manage
Page 27

NHS Evidence | library.nhs.uk

their psychotropic drug use in relation to sociocultural, institutional, and
political-economic contexts. This analysis reveals how participants seek desired effects of
legally prescribed and illicit drugs to treat mental illness, manage heroin addiction, and
maintain a perceived "normal" self. Participants manage their drug use using active
strategies, such as selective use of psychiatric medications, in the context of structural
constraints, such as restricted access to mental health care, and cultural contexts that blur
distinctions between "good" medicines and "bad" drugs. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

There are many paths to recovery from substance use disorders, and recognition is
growing for the vital role that faith communities play. This study examines a
theory-driven model of congregational readiness (defined as a faith community's intention
and preparedness to address and support recovery from substance use disorders) using a
national cross-sectional study of 45 faith communities (composed of 3,649 members).
Findings revealed that addiction and recovery attitudes and perceptions of self-efficacy
(rather than one's experiences) were determinants. Directions for future research focus on
developing culturally relevant means of working with faith communities and
congregational leadership to bolster readiness over time. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to examine how demographics, addiction symptoms,
information literacy, parenting styles and internet activities can predict 'internet risks'.
Data were gathered from a probability sample of 718 adolescents and teenagers, aged
9-19 in Hong Kong, using face-to-face interviews. Results show that adolescents who are
often targets of harassment tend to be older boys with a high family income. They are
targets probably because they spend a lot of time on social networking sites (SNSs) and
prefer the online setting. Adolescents who encounter a lot of unwelcome solicitation of
personal or private information online tend to be older girls. In information literacy, they
are generally very competent with publishing tools but are not structurally literate,
especially in understanding how information is socially situated and produced.
Implications and recommendations for future research are discussed. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: Determine (a) if there are sub-groups of individuals with substance use
disorders distinguished by their pattern of sustaining traumatic brain injury (TBI) over the
lifetime and (b) whether sub-group membership affects current functioning. Design:
Secondary analysis. Settings: Outpatient substance abuse treatment programme and state
prison. Participants: Two hundred and fifty-seven participants with lifetime histories of
both TBI and substance used disorder drawn from two previous studies of (a) persons in
substance abuse treatment and (b) prison inmates. Main outcome measures: Ohio State
University TBI Identification Method, speed of information processing, working memory,
disinhibition, cognitive complaints, sociopathy and substance use disorder severity.
Results: Seven clusters of lifetime history of TBI were characterized by the severity of
injuries, age at occurrence and presence of a period of time when multiple mild injuries
were incurred, often receiving no medical attention. Cluster membership contributed to
the prediction of cognitive performance (i.e. processing speed), self-reported cognitive
problems and alcohol and other drug severity. Conclusions: In addition to injury severity,
age at injury and periods of repeated injury may be distinguishing aspects of a lifetime
history of TBI for persons with substance use disorders. Results suggest that clinicians
would benefit from knowledge of a person's full history of TBI. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Purpose: There has been a large migration from rural to urban areas in much of the
developing world. In the past, this was less true in Vietnam, which remains largely
agricultural; however, since the 1990s, economic reforms and loosening of government
policies that had previously limited movement have led to a large increase in this rural to
urban population movement. Risky health behaviors have been found among migrants in
many other settings. The purpose of this research was to determine whether migrant
adolescents and young adults in the city of Hanoi are more or less likely than local ones to
engage in cigarette smoking and alcohol drinking health risk behaviors, to identify factors
associated with these behaviors, and to suggest interventions to reduce these health risk
behaviors among the study population. Methods: A cross-sectional survey of 4,550
adolescents and young adults aged 15-24 years was conducted in urban Hanoi in 2006.
This study examines current use of cigarettes and alcohol by migration status using
multivariate logistic regressions. Results: Cigarette smoking and drinking alcohol are
male phenomena. The prevalence of cigarette smoking and alcohol drinking is high
among adolescents and young adults in Hanoi and is more common among migrants who
came from rural areas of other provinces than nonmigrants in the city. However,
multivariate analysis revealed that migrants were neither more likely to smoke cigarettes
nor drink alcohol than nonmigrants after controlling for other factors, such as age,
full-time worker status, depression, and having close friends who smoke and/or drink.
Conclusions: The results suggest that interventions aiming at smoking and/or drinking
reduction should pay more attention to adolescents, especially males, changing health risk
behaviors at school and at work, and peer influence than their migration status.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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36. Perceived peer safer sex norms and sexual risk behaviors among substance-using Latino adolescents.
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Abstract:

We investigated the association between perceived peer norms and safer sexual behaviors
among substance using Latino youth. Between 2005 and 2006, cross-sectional data were
collected from 92 Latino adolescents recruited from clinic- and community-based settings
in two U.S. cities. Separate multivariate logistic regression models were used to assess the
relationship between perceived peer norms around safer sex and two different outcomes:
consistent condom use and multiple sexual partnerships. Among these participants,
perceived peer norms encouraging safer sex were associated with consistent condom use
even after controlling for individual-and partner-related factors. Perceived peer norms
supporting safer sex were inversely associated with recently having two or more sexual
partners after controlling for demographic characteristics. Perceived peer norms around
safer sexual behavior contribute to a lower likelihood of engaging in two HIV/STI risk
behaviors: inconsistent condom use and multiple partnering. These findings suggest that
further development of peer-based interventions for Latino youth is warranted.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This theoretical review paper examines the applicability of assessment tools, guidelines
and protocols in mental health and substance use care on the basis of the construction of
such tools and their reliance on aggregate and actuarial methodologies. Evidence-based
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practice leads clinicians to increasing reliance on tools for assessment of health status,
risk and prediction for a range of clinical needs for individual clients. In the longer-term
management of people with enduring and chronic mental health and substance misuse
problems, clinicians are often dealing with complex and unstable health needs. The tools
available, however, are developed on the basis of majority population evidence and on
presumptions of similarity and stability over time. This paper provides explanation of the
basis for the development of such tools and argues that clinicians need to be able to
evaluate the applicability of tools used for their clients and not just evaluate the internal
validity of the tools used to make individual and contextual decisions about individual
clients. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:

HOLDER: Blackwell Publishing; YEAR: 2011
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Abstract:

At least 14 different motivations for adventure tourism and recreation, some internal and
some external, have been identified in similar to 50 previous studies. Skilled adventure
practitioners refer to ineffable experiences, comprehensible only to other participants and
containing a strong emotional component. These are also reflected in the popular
literature of adventure tourism. This contribution draws on >2000 person-days of
ethnographic and autoethnographic experience to formalise this particular category of
experience as rush. To the practitioner, rush is a single tangible experience. To the analyst,
it may be seen as the simultaneous experience of flow and thrill. Experiences which
provide rush are often risky, but it is rush rather than risk which provides the attraction.
Rush is addictive and never guaranteed, but the chance of rush is sufficient motivation to
buy adventure tours. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Using a metasynthesis approach, our aim was to articulate new insights relating to the
most efficient and effective means of helping homeless women with substance abuse
problems to enhance their well-being and become more stably housed. Distorted
perceptions of competency, which are shaped by dysfunctional relationships and mental
health problems, make it challenging for women with substance abuse problems to
resolve homelessness. Women with particularly low or high levels of perceived
competency tend to grapple with challenges related to structure and control, trust, and
hopelessness. Therapeutic strategies for approaching these women include careful
assessment, caring, personalized structure and control, development of interpersonal trust,
instillation of hope, and the targeted use of psychotherapeutic agents and counseling.
Framing care for homeless women within the context of perceived competency offers a
new way of understanding their plight and shaping interventions to more expeditiously
move them toward healthy and stable lives. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Drawing from learning and attitude theories, the current investigation explores the effect
of media on students' attitudes. Study 1 was a content analysis of 34 films classified as
university-themed comedies and showed that such films highlighted risk-taking (e.g.,
alcohol consumption) and minimized the importance of academics (e.g., studying). The
purpose of Study 2 was to demonstrate the impact of these films on the attitudes
university students hold. One hundred and twenty-four undergraduates viewed a segment
of either Animal House or a neutral film and results showed that viewing Animal House
brought about positive attitudes towards substance use and negative attitudes towards
academics even when controlling for past substance use and movie viewing frequency.
The discussion focuses on future directions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA,
all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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41. Embedding behavioral interventions within substance abuse treatment.
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Abstract:

Reviews the book, Reinforcement-based treatment for substance use disorders: A
comprehensive behavioral approach by L. Michelle Tuten, et al. (see record
2011-09262-000). The book Reinforcement-based treatment for substance use disorders:
A comprehensive behavioral approach, provides an informative review of a hybrid
treatment program--reinforcement-based treatment (RBT), not to be confused with an
early variant of cognitive-behavioral treatment (rational behavior therapy)--that combines
major elements of each of these cognitive-behavioral interventions, coupled with a focus
on organizational strategies designed to engage and retain clients in treatment. The
audience for the book is clearly practitioners/clinicians, program administrators, and those
in training for careers in addiction treatment, and it provides excellent exposure to both
the content and process related to practical implementation of behavioral techniques with
substance-involved populations. Although the book does not provide a carefully scripted
and manualized approach to RBT, it serves as a useful guidebook for clinicians who may
be unfamiliar with implementation of evidence-based behavioral interventions for drug
and alcohol dependence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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42. Automated measurement of noise violations in the therapeutic workplace.
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Abstract:

The present analysis was conducted to validate an automated measurement system of
noise violations by participants in the therapeutic workplace, which is a model workplace
that offers paid employment and vocational training programs to illicit drug users. We
collected data on dB levels via an electronic dB meter in a computer classroom with many
different sound sources, and defined noise violations as sounds exceeding 55 dB. Human
observers recorded whether staff or participants were responsible for violations, the types
of events that resulted in violations, and whether these events were a result of participant
behavior. Our analyses revealed that participants caused the majority of noise violations.
These results suggest that the automated measurement system collects valid data on
participant behavior that contributes to noise violations. Our results also suggest that these
behaviors can in principle be modified to reduce the frequency of noise violations.
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Suggestions for replication in other settings and interventions designed to reduce
behaviors leading to noise violations involving feedback and incentives are discussed.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

A wide variety of theoretical perspectives demonstrate an association with delinquency.
Recently, a number of researchers have sought to integrate these theories into
developmental models by which they explain different types of delinquency at different
phases in the life-course. Using data from approximately 800 delinquents incarcerated in
a Midwestern state, the authors continue those efforts by examining the association
between delinquency and both nonsocial and social reinforcers over time. Their findings
suggest that youth may begin their involvement in delinquency in pursuit of intrinsic
gratification but continue that involvement because of the external gratification they
receive from their peers. Implications for future research are also discussed. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objectives: To describe the co-occurrence of intimate partner violence (IPV) and mental
health burden among perinatal mothers attending well-baby visits with their infants in the
first year of life. We compare rates of depression, anxiety disorder, and substance abuse
diagnoses between mothers who reported IPV within the past year to those who did not.
Methods: This cross-sectional study of 188 mothers of infants (under 14 months) was
conducted in an urban hospital pediatric clinic. Participants reported demographics and
IPV and completed a semistructured psychiatric diagnostic interview. Results: Mothers
reporting IPV were more likely to be diagnosed with mood and/or anxiety diagnoses ( p <
0.05, Fisher's exact test), specifically current depressive diagnoses ( p < 0.01, Fisher's
exact test) and panic disorder ( p < 0.05, Fisher's exact test). There was a trend for more
posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) ( p < 0.06) among abused mothers. Substance abuse
and dependence, age, race, insurance status, employment, education, and family
arrangements did not differ between groups. Prior major or minor depression increases
the odds for perinatal depression threefold (OD 3.18). Conclusion: These findings have
implications for practitioners who encounter perinatal women. Findings suggest providers
should explore signs and symptoms of depression and anxiety disorders among women
reporting IPV. Similarly, when perinatal mothers report symptoms of depression, PTSD,
or panic disorder, practitioners should be alert to the possible contributory role of IPV.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Women are counseled to avoid becoming pregnant for 12-24 months after
bariatric surgery. The aim of this study was to assess contraceptive counseling and use in
women who undergo bariatric surgery. Methods: A self-administered survey was
completed by women aged 18-45 years at a postoperative clinic visit > 2 months after
bariatric surgery at an urban teaching hospital. Results: Of the 69 respondents, 94.2%
knew to avoid pregnancy for at least 12 months after surgery. However, 16.3% did not use
any contraception 2-12 months after surgery. The most common contraceptive methods
used were condoms (30.6%) and oral contraceptives (16.3%). Longer-acting reversible
contraceptives were used less frequently; for example, only 4% of women used
intrauterine devices. Only 21.2% of respondents were referred to an
obstetrician/gynecologist for contraceptive counseling. Conclusions: Many women who
undergo bariatric surgery are not using very effective contraceptive methods or any
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contraception. There is a clear opportunity to improve counseling and increase use of
more effective contraception in this population. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

In this editorial we look at the implications of organisational changes to the National
Health Service and financial constraints on addiction psychiatrists, and how creativity and
adaptability could be the key to fostering survival and sustainability of subspecialties in
danger of extinction. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Context: The treatment of pain in patients with substance use disorders creates tensions
for clinicians between undertreating pain and enabling opioid analgesic misuse.
Objectives: To characterize prevalence and factors associated with aberrant opioid
analgesic behaviors in a cohort of HIV-infected individuals who are at high risk for opioid
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analgesic misuse. Methods: We assessed pain and substance use disorders in a
cross-sectional study that enrolled 296 participants from the Research on Access to Care
in the Homeless cohort, a community-based sample of indigent HIV-infected adults. We
measured aberrant opioid behaviors, defined as major or minor depending on level of risk
of harm to patients, using Audio Computer-Assisted Self-Interview technology. Results:
Most participants (91.2%) reported pain in the week before interview, with the majority of
these experiencing severe pain (53.7%). More than two-thirds (69.2%) of the participants
met criteria for a lifetime history of cocaine, amphetamine, or heroin/opioid use disorder
as defined by the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (Fourth Edition).
More than one-third of the sample (37.4%) had a history of aberrant opioid behavior
within 90 days of interview. One-fifth (18.5%) had a history of "major" aberrant
behaviors. Conclusion: In this high-risk population, severe pain is common and aberrant
opioid behaviors are prevalent but not universal. As recommended by American Pain
Society and American Academy of Pain Medicine guidelines, when prescribing opioid
analgesics, clinicians must consider variation in the severity of aberrant behaviors,
particularly aberrant behaviors that may represent undertreatment of pain. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Presents the case reports of two relatively young terminal cancer patients, each with a
history of substance abuse (alcohol and tobacco), developed aberrant behaviors clearly
related to the prescription of oral transmucosal fentanyl citrate (OTFC) for the
management of breakthrough pain (BTP). A 52-year-old woman, with a history of heavy
smoking and drinking within the last years, presented with severe neuropathic and
incidental bone pain as a result of an epidural dorsal mass and vertebral metastases from
ovarian cancer. Since her diagnosis seven years earlier, she had been treated with surgery,
chemotherapy, radiotherapy, and radiosurgery. One year later, the patient was admitted to
the hospital PC unit and went through a successful opioid rotation to 1200 mg of
intravenous morphine per day plus a course of samarium. She died at home five weeks
later because of septic complications. A 45-year-old man, with a history of heavy
smoking and drinking within the last years plus chronic treatment with alprazolam for
anxiety, presented with severe mixed pain as a result of locally advanced esophageal
cancer. Since his diagnosis two years earlier, he had been treated with surgery,
chemotherapy, and pleural sclerosis. A maximum of four units of OTFC were permitted
per day, and the patient was warned that any violation of the agreement would not be
tolerated. No further aberrant behaviors were detected by the family or the team until his
death at home three weeks later, when he needed terminal sedation. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Heroin use has seriously threatened public heath in many countries, but the existing
therapies continue to have many limitations. Recently, immunotherapy has shown
efficacy in some clinical studies, including vaccines against nicotine and cocaine, but no
opioid vaccines have been introduced in clinical studies. The development of a novel
opioid antigen designed specifically for the prevention of heroin addiction is necessary. A
morphine-keyhole limpet hemocyanin conjugate was prepared and administered
subcutaneously in rats. Antibody titers in plasma were measured using an enzymelinked
immunosorbent assay (ELISA). Competitive ELISA was used to assess the selectivity of
the antibodies. Dopamine concentrations in the nucleus accumbens in rats after vaccine
administration were determined by high-performance liquid chromatography with
electrochemical detection. The effects of the vaccine on the heroin-primed restatement of
self-administration and locomotor sensitization were evaluated. A novel hapten,
6-glutarylmorphine, was produced, and the vaccine generated a high antibody titer
response. This vaccine displayed specificity for both morphine and heroin, but the
anti-morphine antibodies could not recognize dissimilar therapeutic opioid compounds,
such as buprenorphine, methadone, naloxone, naltrexone, codeine, and nalorphine. The
morphine antibody significantly decreased morphine-induced locomotor activity in rats
after immunization. Importantly, rats immunized with this vaccine did not exhibit
heroin-primed reinstatement of heroin seeking when antibody levels were sufficiently
high. The vaccine reduced dopamine levels in the nucleus accumbens after morphine
administration, which is consistent with its behavioral effects. These results suggest that
immunization with a novel vaccine is an effective means of inducing a morphine-specific
antibody response that is able to attenuate the behavioral and psychoactive effects of
heroin. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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50. Personal construct theory and the transformation of identity in Alcoholics Anonymous.
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Abstract:

The dominant theoretical approach to alcoholism research presumes linear, causal
relationships between individual cognitions and behavioral outcomes. This approach has
largely failed to account for the recovery some alcoholics achieve in Alcoholics
Anonymous (AA) because AA emphasizes the transformation of identity, framed in terms
of relationships rather than cognitions and behaviors. George Kelly's personal construct
theory (PCT) provides a ready means of theorizing that transformation by explaining how
AA helps alcoholics resolve four identity-relevant dialectics. The basic postulate of PCT
addresses changes in stigma: normal vs. deviant identity. The construction corollary
illustrates changes in perspective: subjective vs. objective view of identity. The
individuality corollary informs changes in affiliation: unique vs. common identity. And
the organization corollary illuminates changes in stability: fluctuating vs. permanent
identity. As an alternative to causal approaches focusing on cognition and behavior, PCT
should facilitate further research into alcoholism as a disorder of identity transformation.
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Abstract:

This phenomenological study aimed at understanding the experiences of women living
with intimate partners with substance abuse problems. Findings show that the five
participants' family-of-origin experiences centrally influenced their degree of awareness
of their responses to their intimate partners' addictive behaviors. Experiences leading to
dawning of awareness include an escalating toll on self, critical life events, and the
catalytic effect of outsiders' perspective and support. The discovery of self and care for
one's own well-being precipitated changes in spouse and family relationships.
Implications of these findings for clinical practice and recovery are suggested. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Producing and implementing credible and effective policies on illicit drug use is generally
seen as an important aspect of health governance in the West. Yet the controversy
surrounding illicit drug use means this is no easy task. With public opinion perceived by
policy makers to be set against illicit drug use, and understandings of its effects tending
towards generalisation and pathologisation, the need for timely and rational responses is
considered self evident. These responses are, however, regularly criticised as driven as
much by electoral politics and expedience as by research findings or expert opinion.
Destined to receive close critical scrutiny from all sides, these policies, and the processes
undertaken to develop them, are obliged to negotiate a complex political domain. Despite
this scrutiny, and the pressure it brings to bear on the policy-making process, little
scholarly attention has been paid to the area to date. In this article, we examine in detail
one important area of illicit drug policy--the use of amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) in
Australia. We draw on the international critical literature on the ATS problem to situate
our analysis. We note that ideas of 'panic', including Cohen's notion of moral panic, have
been used here to good effect, but, aiming to acknowledge the complexities of policy, we
turn to poststructuralist methods of policy analysis to pursue a different approach.
Following Bacchi's observation that 'we are governed through problematisations rather
than policies' (2009, p. xi), we ask how the problem of ATS use has been formulated in
policy. We examine key state and national policy documents, and two central themes
found in them--causation and evidence--to identify the specific strategies used to
authorise the recommendations and measures presented as following from the problem of
ATS use. In doing so, we clarify important ways in which policy may at times work to
obscure the limits of its legitimacy. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Drug prevention is insufficiently tailored to the needs of vulnerable groups
and often concentrates on the general population. Methods: A qualitative youth-centred
design, based on group techniques was used to ask vulnerable young people about their
needs and expectations regarding drug prevention practices. Participants comprised 160
young people, aged 12-21 years who had emotional and behavioural disorders and who
lived in institutions in the mental health care system in Flanders. Results: Findings
showed that common prevention and education practices are often insufficient or not
applicable to the participants' situation. The young people criticised the institutions'
reaction to drug use because it tried to control and sanction their use and paid scant
attention to their reasons for drug use. They also held negative views about drug
treatment. Their experiences had taught them that control and sanctioning were the
dominant reactions to drug use. Conclusion: If drug (prevention) policy is to appeal to
vulnerable young people, their views on what would make a good prevention policy must
be taken into account. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: From the mid-1990s, UK governments developed partnerships to tackle
drugs nationally and locally. Over time, increased resources focused on communities and
localities in greatest need. This reflected growing awareness of the concentration of
problems in deprived areas, with social and spatial segregation being a feature of
post-industrial urban areas. Methods: A review of English drug policy since the 1990s,
drawing on:- analysis of documents; a review of sociological studies; an illustrative
case-study of one northern town; interviews with local policy players; statistical analysis
of key indicators with some of these data presented using Geographical Information
System (GIS) mapping. Results: In-depth sociological studies demonstrate
interconnections between historical patterns, socioeconomic change, cultural complexity,
deprivation, limited opportunities and illicit drugs. At local level, there are links between
concentrated multiple deprivation, poor health, acquisitive crime and problematic drug
use. Partnership policies, encouraged by the provision of ring-fenced funds, have been
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effective in containing problems. Underlying issues of inequality are however neglected
in political debates. The article argues that post-industrial towns and cities are
characterised by an increase in problems related to poverty and drugs. Both the real shape
and perceptions of what is the problem change over time. In England, the profile of the
problem drug user was described in a number of sociological studies conducted from the
1980s onwards. Key features were the concentration of problems in certain social groups
(such as the poorly educated or unemployed) and in certain areas (inner cities or outer
estates). Responding to rising public concern, national drug strategies developed and the
New Labour Government after 1997 prioritised the issue of drugs, directing increased
resources to drug treatment with tight control over the use of these new monies through
target setting and measurement of performance. The emphasis was on the most dangerous
drugs and most disadvantaged areas. Conclusion: There is local variation in the pattern of
problems and in implementation of national policies. In UK after 1997, New Labour
policy aimed to promote a fair and cost-effective distribution of resources and improved
availability and quality of treatment services and local policing. Tensions appeared
between the drive to meet national targets and local perceptions of need. Ideas of
localism, promoting market solutions and flexibility in provision, are now gaining ground
in English social policy with the arrival of a Coalition (Conservative/Liberal Democrat)
Government. These, together with an emphasis on abstinence and recovery, raise
questions about the future adequacy of (a) attention to marginalised problems and
stigmatised groups and (b) the distribution of resources in a context of severe fiscal
restraint. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: By recounting the making of the office that contributed to the
implementation of the harm reduction policy in Taiwan, this paper aims to answer two
questions: Who and what assembled to make this policy possible? Which conceptual tool
works best to understand what this policy-making was all about? Methods: The research
was designed as a multi-sited qualitative study whose materials were collected through
archival research, in-depth interviews, and direct field observation. The data were
analysed on the basis of the constructivist version of grounded theory. Result:
Formulating the office as an assemblage with heterogeneous components and shifting
territories, the present work endeavours to show how it was constituted by way of guanxi,
or webs of social relationship that blur the boundary between the private and the public,
the governmental and the social. Conclusion: This "studying up" approach is hoped to
elicit more research on the office in which harm reduction policies are made into the
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backdrop of drug users on the street. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: There are few studies exploring the social context of controlled drug use
amongst young people in Indonesia. This qualitative study examines the experience of
young people in a slum area (lorong) in Makassar, eastern Indonesia, who use drugs but
are not drug dependent and who employ various forms of self regulation to control their
use. Methods: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with eight controlled drug
users. Results: The study found that whilst controlled drug users lived in a drug risk
environment, they were not deeply embedded in the street culture, risk-taking practises
and drug scene within their locality. Their employment, albeit in the informal economy
and in low-paid jobs, facilitated their perspective that the status of rewa (a local construct
of masculinity) and gaul (being sociable and up-to-date) could and should be
accomplished through conventional means such as jobs and halal (legitimate) income.
Their employment generated both direct benefit (legitimate income) and indirect benefit,
including meaningful activities, structured time, positive identity and wider social
networks (bridging social capital). This enabled them to have a stake in mainstream
society and provided an incentive to control drug use. All factors which are protective
against escalation into problematic drug use. Conclusion: The study showed the
importance of sociological concepts of direct and indirect benefits of employment and of
social capital in understanding the social context of controlled drug use amongst young
people in the lorong. Additionally, drug policy should be more cognizant of the social
vulnerability in the lorong and of the need to increase access to employment amongst
young people in order to potentially decrease the likelihood of problematic drug use.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Since the 1930s, amphetamine has been used for a variety of socially and
medically condoned purposes including personal and performance enhancement. In the
contemporary U.S., although amphetamine and its derivatives share a history, similar
chemical composition, and physiological and psychiatric effects, they are typically treated
and researched as two distinct groups: illegally produced methamphetamine and
prescription amphetamine. This study is an examination of the social meanings of these
categories and their users as represented in popular media. Methods: To complement
existing research on drug discourses in popular news media, this study analysed
entertainment media: ten novels, three seasons of Breaking Bad, six television episodes,
and eight movies. Media were coded inductively and deductively using tenets of critical
discourse analysis and rhetorical criticism. The author identified discourses about user
subject positions and ideologies pertaining to enhancement-related motivations for use.
Results: Two important themes emerged from this analysis that construct amphetamine
use and users in ways that reflect, legitimize and reproduce class and gender ideologies.
First, discourses illustrate that distinct meanings of methamphetamine versus prescription
amphetamine are linked to expectations about the respective socioeconomic class and
social status of their users. Second, the discourses reflect gendered values and ideals
about productivity and sexuality. Conclusion: In reality, American cultural and
political-economic contexts may encourage the use of amphetamine to meet a variety of
social expectations and economic needs. However, many policy and prevention efforts
surrounding amphetamine use disproportionately target methamphetamine users and
women. Because policy and prevention efforts can be influenced as much by social values
as by data, it is important to examine the many arenas in which social values are produced
and disseminated. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Few studies have explored drug injectors' accounts of their initiation of others into
injecting. There also lacks research on the social relations of initiating injecting drug use
in transitional society. We draw upon analyses of 42 audio-recorded semi-structured
interviews with current and recent injecting drug users, conducted in 2009 in the Republic
of Moldova, a transitional society of south-eastern Europe. A thematic analysis informed
by narrative theory was undertaken, focusing on accounts of self-initiation and the
initiation of others. We also reflect upon the potential of peer efforts to dissuade would-be
injectors from initiating. Findings emphasise initiation into injecting as a symbolic
identity transition, enabled through everyday social relations. In turn, our analysis locates
the drug transitions of the self inside an account of societal transition. We find that
personal narratives of self transition are made sense of, and presented, in relation to
broader narratives of social transition and change. Furthermore, we explore how
narratives of self-initiation, and especially the initiation of others, serve to negotiate
initiation as a moral boundary crossing. Self-initiation is located inside an account of
transitioning social values. In looking back, initiation is depicted as a feature of a
historically situated aberration in normative values experienced by the 'transition
generation'. Accounts of the initiation of others (which a third of our sample describe)
seek to qualify the act as acceptable given the circumstances. These accounts also connect
the contingency of agency with broader narratives of social condition. Lastly, the power
of peers to dissuade others from initiating injection was doubted, in part because most
self-initiations were accomplished as a product of agency enabled by environment as well
as in the face of peer attempts to dissuade. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

This paper analyses driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs (DUI) from a
governmentality perspective. The paper is based on qualitative interviews with 25
persons, convicted of drink-driving and at the time of the interviews participating in
Alcohol/Traffic courses in Denmark (mandatory courses for DUI-convicted people). Four
drink-driver profiles are identified: regular heavy drinkers who regard themselves as
addicted; regular drinkers who claim they are in control of both their alcohol use and their
drink-driving; occasional multi-substance users who associate their DUI with strong
feelings of control loss; and occasional drinkers or drug users with limited experience of
drink-driving. The paper analyses drink-driving as a form of "failed self-governance" and
shows how some of the convicted drink-drivers negotiate quilt and blame by either
justifying their DUI (they were "in full control" and hence did not risk other people's
lives) or excusing it (they had "lost control" over their alcohol and/or drug intake and
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therefore did not engage in DUI of their own free will). (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Through a consideration of quantitative and qualitative data obtained from young women
aged 18-28 in the later years of the North West England Longitudinal Study, this paper
explores how women's drug careers develop, progressing the authors' normalisation thesis
of 'recreational' drug use from adolescence into adulthood. Longitudinal studies are here
compared with repeated cross-sectional surveys more usually favoured and funded by
governments. The authors argue that firstly, in relation to methodology, longitudinal
studies provide a unique opportunity to elucidate how drug careers develop across the life
course and to chart the various impacts of life events and transitions on these careers and
vice versa. Secondly, through this exploration of gender differences in drug careers and
life transitions, we develop an age and gender-sensitive understanding of how recreational
drug use fits into women's adult lives. The paper concludes that the challenge for policy
makers is how to address adult women's 'normalised' recreational drug use, in the face of
a regime focused on educational provision aimed at adolescent prevention; public health
information designed for teenagers; and treatment resources focused on predominantly
male and non parenting problem drug users, and the links between addiction and
acquisitive crime. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Alcohol has been integral to human social life for millennia. Drug use was socially and
economically functional within subcultures, when, implicitly, it would be dysfunctional
within the society's mainstream culture. This perspective is often contrasted with a
medicalized view that conceptualizes drug use caused by pathology of the individual user,
due to mental health problems or drugs' psychopharmacological effects. Policy responses
to drugs tend to be an awkward melange of the two perspectives. With increased
prevalence, some sociologists proposed that illicit drug use had become normalized. That
drugs are more prevalent, commonplace and tolerated than they were does not mean that
they are normalized anywhere, anytime. Moving beyond normalization, there is a need to
develop understandings of how, where and why people use drugs. Drug supply is still
widely conceptualized in deviant, even criminal, subculture terms, although at the street
level supply probably occurs primarily within friendship networks. Substance use is a
common, often everyday, activity that people have mixed feelings about. There is a need
to study and theorize 'drug use' rather than 'drug users'. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Social studies of drugs has considered the value of displacing the human subject as the
sole emphasis of inquiry in favor of relational approaches that emphasize the activity of
non-human as well as human actors in the materialization of drug effects. Performativity
is associated for some with a certain linguistic emphasis, but this need not be the case.
The 'performation program' in economic sociology draws attention to the performativity
of devices and objects in the formation of markets. To ask about the performativity of the
law is to ask a series of questions about when and whether the law does what it says, and
whether these doings are desirable. The concept of performativity may suspend the
conventional ontology of drugs. By providing an alternative to the usual causal
frameworks used to explain drug effects, the concept has the potential to open a space of
intervention that brings a wider range of actors to account attentiveness to the
performative propensities of various human and non-human elements in given
assemblages of drug consumption will extend this program. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

One of the most important changes brought about by sociological research on drug use is
the visibility of 'the drug user' as an active and multidimensional participant in the social
world. The ethnographic method is a particularly potent medium for the constitution of
drug users as living, breathing and speaking subjects. One of the consequences of the
desire to produce the drug user as a visible subject is that drug using practices which
either elude examination or are resistant to being rendered authentic, coherent and real are
absent from the field. The interest in space promoted by this redefinition of context is in
part a concern with the actual materiality of specific locations: nightclubs, living rooms,
clinics, schools and streets. To conclude, by shifting the gaze from human subjects to
non-human actors such as objects, spaces or affects, sociological research can disrupt the
continual return to 'the user' as the site of interpretation and intervention. But in exploring
these new avenues, social researchers will continue to face the institutional
materialization of qualitative drug and addictions research. Thus the challenges are not
only intellectual. They also include advocacy and effective communication across
different disciplines and registers in order to enhance the profile, relevance and influence
of social research. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

The sociological 'imagination' has long sustained theoretical and empirical interest in the
consumption of alcohol and other drugs (AOD). Context is typically defined within social
science research as setting, milieu or background; as a distinctive structural or cultural
'environment' that frames and situates human behavior and the diverse cultural practices
that sustain it. It is arguable that the idea of 'context' functions in much the same way in
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contemporary social science inquiry, including the analysis of AOD consumption. This
emerging literature points to the development of a sociology of AOD use 'after' context;
after the reifications of structure and more sensitive to the local and contingent operations
of networks, events and assemblages. A number of the papers presented in this special
issue provide further indications of the contours of a sociology of drug use 'after' context.
They also suggest a willingness to return to the patient labor of documenting the myriad
associations by which 'societies' are created in everyday life; including those 'societies' of
drugs, bodies, spaces, objects and affects by which 'contextsas' such are ordered.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Sociology has contributed much to the study of drug use and dependence. However, the
study of drug policy has often been left to economists, with assistance from operational
researchers, public policy specialists, lawyers and psychologists. However, even though
economists may have updated their assumptions on individuals, they are still stuck with a
vision of the context in which these humans operate that is as out of touch with social
reality as the idea of homo economicus is with humanity. Sociology provides a
broader--although often less well specified--approach to these issues. The spread of
articles in this issue across countries, locales, research methods, samples and theoretical
backgrounds demonstrates some of the multiple ways in which sociology can be brought
to bear on issues of drug policy and use. They highlight the crucial influence of social
contexts on the elaboration of drug policies and their effects. It is hoped that they
demonstrate that sociology has a place--alongside economics and various other
approaches to policy analysis--in the development of knowledge about drug policies and
so in the effort to improve them. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved)
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66. Sexuality in the era of the Internet.

Original Title:

Sexualitat in Zeiten des Internet.
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Abstract:

The Internet shows several more or less specific characteristics, in particular accessibility,
anonymity, affordability, worldwide connectivity and interactivity. These characteristics
hold chances as well as risks for the development of sexuality and sexual relationships.
Rarely stressed and investigated are the possible positive effects, such as easier sexual
contacts especially for individuals with social deficits, for sexual minorities (e.g. gay,
lesbian, transgender, sadomasochists or fetishists), reducing sexual prejudices and
stereotypes, better partner matching and easy access to reliable information and
counseling platforms about sexual issues. The psychotherapist more often encounters the
problematic effects of Internet pornography and cybersex, such as avoiding real life
(offline) sexual and non-sexual social contacts, the stress on relationships (e.g. through
cyber infidelity), intensifying fantasies and impulses that are harmful to oneself or others
up to criminal behavior (e.g. use and circulation of child pornography). Describing a case
history this review discusses the role of the Internet in the development of sexual
addictive or compulsive symptomatology, including treatment options. Only a
differentiated analysis of the chances and risks can counterbalance the increasing
tendencies to demonize and pathologize the use of the Internet for sexual purposes.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Genetic risk for alcohol dependence has been shown to overlap with genetic
factors contributing to variation in dimensions of personality. Although drinking motives
have been posited as important mediators of the alcohol-personality relation, the extent to
which the genetic covariance between alcohol use disorder (AUD) symptoms (i.e., abuse
and dependence criteria) and personality is explained by genetic factors contributing to
variation in drinking motives remains unclear. Methods: Using data from 2,904 young
adult female twins, the phenotypic and genetic associations between personality
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dimensions (constraint [measured by the Multidimensional Personality Questionnaire;
Tellegen A, 1982 unpublished data], conscientiousness, neuroticism, and agreeableness
[measured by the NEO-PI; Costa and McCrae, 1985]), internal drinking motives
(enhancement and coping motives [measured by the Drinking Motive Questionnaire;
Cooper, 1994]), and AUD symptoms were tested. Results: Significant genetic
associations were found between all personality measures and AUD symptoms. Coping
motives showed significant genetic overlap with AUD symptoms and most personality
measures, whereas enhancement motives were not significantly heritable. Adjusting for
coping motives, genetic correlations between AUD symptoms and traits of neuroticism
and agreeableness were no longer statistically significant. Conclusions: Findings suggest
that genetic variation in drinking to cope might account for a considerable proportion of
the genetic covariance between specific personality dimensions and AUD symptoms.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Given the widespread use of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) and other similar
groups in the United States and the increasing membership of women, this study
compares women with men on their meeting attendance and AA-prescribed behaviors,
factors associated with that AA participation, and tests how these relate to women's and
men's abstinence across time. Methods: All consecutive new admissions (age >= 18) from
county-wide public and private treatment programs representing the larger population of
treatment seekers were approached to be in the study at treatment entry. Those consenting
at baseline (n = 926) were sought for follow-up interviews 1, 3, 5, and 7 years later.
Generalized linear models were used to test whether various help-seeking factors were
associated with AA participation differentially by gender and, controlling for AA and
other confounders, whether women differ from men on abstinence. Results: At each
follow-up interview, women and men attended AA at similar rates and similarly practiced
specific AA behaviors, and they were alike on most factors associated with AA
participation and abstention across time including abstinence goal, drink volume, negative
consequences, prior treatment, and encouragement to reduce drinking. Relative to men,
women with higher drug severity were less likely to participate in AA. Although higher
AA participation was a predictor of abstinence for both genders, men were less likely to
be abstinent across time. Men were also more likely to reduce their AA participation
across time. Conclusions: These findings add to an emerging literature on how women
compare with men on factors related to AA participation and subsequent drinking
outcomes across time. Findings have clinical implications for service providers referring
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clients to such groups. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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69. Synergistic effect of alcohol consumption and body mass on serum concentrations of cytokeratin-18.
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Abstract:

Background: Cytokeratin-18 is an essential component of the cytoskeleton of epithelial
cells (including hepatocytes). Serum concentrations of cytokeratin-18 (tissue
polypeptide-specific antigen [TPS]) are used as a marker of epithelial neoplasms. Here,
we investigated the potential interaction between alcohol and obesity in relation to serum
TPS concentrations. Methods: Alcohol consumption, body mass index, and components
of metabolic syndrome were measured in a random sample (n = 420) of the adult
population (aged 18 to 92 years, 45% men) from a single municipality. Regular alcohol
intake of >20 g/d (women) or >30 g/d (men) was considered risky drinking. Serum TPS
was measured with a commercial immunoassay. Results: Risky drinking was associated
with increased serum concentrations of TPS, which was particularly evident among obese
individuals. Among individuals without risky drinking, TPS concentrations were similar
for all levels of body mass. Conversely, among risky drinkers, serum TPS concentrations
increased in parallel with body mass (p = 0.002). The odds ratio of a high (>100 U/l) TPS
concentration for the combination of risky drinking and obesity was greater than the
additive effect of the 2 separate factors, after adjusting for age and sex. A similar
interaction was observed between risky drinking and abdominal adiposity, a major
component of the metabolic syndrome. Serum TPS concentrations were correlated with
markers of liver damage. Serum TPS was not superior to standard markers
(gamma-glutamyl transferase and red blood cell mean volume) for the detection of risky
drinking. Conclusions: There is a synergism between risky alcohol consumption and
common metabolic disorders (particularly obesity) in relation to serum concentrations of
cytokeratin-18 (TPS), which probably reflect liver disease. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Chronic misuse of alcohol results in widespread damage to the brain. Prior
morphometric studies have examined cortical atrophy in individuals with alcoholism;
however, no previous studies have examined alcohol-associated atrophy using cortical
thickness measurements to obtain regional mapping of tissue loss across the full cortical
surface. Methods: We compared cortical thickness measures from 31 abstinent individuals
with a history of prior alcohol abuse to 34 healthy nonalcoholic control participants (total
sample size = 65). Cortical surface models were created from high-resolution
T1-weighted images, and cortical thickness was then estimated as the distance between
the gray matter/white matter boundary and the outer cortical surface. Results: Abstinent
alcoholics showed reduced whole-brain thickness as compared to nonalcoholic
participants. Decreases in thickness were found bilaterally in (i) superior frontal, (ii)
precentral, (iii) postcentral, (iv) middle frontal, (v) middle/superior temporal, (vi) middle
temporal, and (vii) lateral occipital cortical regions. Decreased cortical thickness in the
alcoholic group was associated with severity of alcohol abuse. Conclusions: These
findings demonstrate widespread reduction in cortical thickness as a consequence of
chronic alcoholism, with most severe reductions in frontal and temporal brain regions.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Disturbed gait and balance are among the most consistent and salient
sequelae of chronic alcoholism. Results of small sample longitudinal investigations have
provided evidence that partial recovery of gait and balance functions in alcoholics may be
achieved with abstinence. However, abstinence durations reported have been limited, and
their power and generalizability have suffered from small sample sizes. Methods: In this
study, we employed a cross-sectional approach to assess gait and balance functions in
short-term (6 to 15 weeks) abstinent alcoholics (STAA; n = 70) and long-term (minimum
18 months, mean = 7.38 years) abstinent alcoholics (LTAA; n = 82). STAA and LTAA did
not differ with respect to lifetime alcohol consumption, family drinking density, or years
of education. In addition, we examined the effects of gender and alcohol use variables.
Results: Our main findings were: (i) persistent disturbed gait and balance in STAA and
disturbed standing balance in LTAA; (ii) overall less impaired performance of LTAA
compared with STAA on gait and balance measures; and (iii) worse performance of
STAA (but not LTAA) women, compared with men, on standing balance without visual
control. Conclusions: Our results suggest that alcoholics' gait and balance can continue to
recover with long abstinence from alcohol, but that deficits persist, especially in
eyes-closed standing balance. In addition, our results are consistent with more severe
alcohol-induced ataxia in women than in men but suggest that with extended abstinence,
women recover gait and balance function to a level comparable with men. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: The endogenous opioid system plays a significant role in alcohol
dependence. The goal of the current study was to investigate regional brain mu-opioid
receptor (MOR) and delta-opioid receptor (DOR) availability in recently abstinent
alcohol-dependent and age-matched healthy control men and women with positron
emission tomography (PET) imaging. Methods: Alcohol-dependent subjects completed an
inpatient protocol, which included medically supervised withdrawal and PET imaging on
day 5 of abstinence. Control subjects completed PET imaging following an overnight
stay. PET scans with the MOR-selective ligand [superscript 1superscript 1C]carfentanil
(CFN) were completed in 25 alcohol-dependent and 30 control subjects. Most of these
same subjects (20 alcohol-dependent subjects and 18 controls) also completed PET scans
with the DOR-selective ligand [superscript 1superscript 1C]methylnaltrindole (MeNTL).
Results: Volumes of interest and statistical parametric mapping analyses indicated that
alcohol-dependent subjects had significantly higher [superscript 1superscript 1C]CFN
binding potential (BPND) than healthy controls in multiple brain regions including the
ventral striatum when adjusting for age, gender, and smoking status. There was an inverse
relationship between [superscript 1superscript 1C]CFN BPND and craving in several
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brain regions in alcohol-dependent subjects. Groups did not differ in [superscript
1superscript 1C]MeNTL BPND; however, [superscript 1superscript 1C]MeNTL BPND in
caudate was positively correlated with recent alcohol drinking in alcohol-dependent
subjects. Conclusions: Our observation of higher [superscript 1superscript 1C]CFN
BPND in alcohol-dependent subjects can result from up-regulation of MOR and/or
reduction in endogenous opioid peptides following long-term alcohol consumption,
dependence, and/or withdrawal. Alternatively, the higher [superscript 1superscript
1C]CFN BPND in alcohol-dependent subjects may be an etiological difference that
predisposed these individuals to alcohol dependence or may have developed as a result of
increased exposure to childhood adversity, stress, and other environmental factors known
to increase MOR. Although the direction of group differences in [superscript 1superscript
1C]MeNTL BPND was similar in many brain regions, differences did not achieve
statistical significance, perhaps as a result of our limited sample size. Additional research
is needed to further clarify these relationships. The finding that alcohol-dependent
subjects had higher [superscript 1superscript 1C]CFN BPND is consistent with a
prominent role of the MOR in alcohol dependence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
Country of Publication:
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Abstract:

Background: Twin studies demonstrate that measures of alcohol consumption (AC) show
evidence of genetic influence, suggesting they may be useful in gene identification
efforts. The extent to which these phenotypes will be informative in identifying
susceptibility genes involved in alcohol dependence depends on the extent to which
genetic influences are shared across measures of AC and alcohol problems. Previous
studies have demonstrated that AC reported for the period of heaviest lifetime drinking
shows a large degree of genetic overlap with alcohol dependence; however, many studies
with genetic material assess current AC. Further, there are many different aspects of AC
that can be assessed (e.g., frequency of use, quantity of use, and frequency of
intoxication). Methods: Here, we use data from 2 large, independent, population-based
twin samples, Finn-Twin 16 and The Virginia Adult Twin Study of Psychiatric and
Substance Use Disorders, to examine the extent to which genetic influences are shared
across many different measures of AC and alcohol problems. Results: Genetic
correlations across current AC measures and alcohol problems were high across both
samples. However, both samples suggest a complex genetic architecture with many
different genetic factors influencing various aspects of current AC and problems.
Conclusions: These results suggest that careful attention must be paid to the phenotype in
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efforts to "replicate" genetic effects across samples or combine samples for meta-analyses
of genetic effects influencing susceptibility to alcohol-related outcomes. (PsycINFO
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Abstract:

Background: Alcohol consumption has demonstrated substantial temporal trends, with
some evidence suggesting strong birth cohort effects. The identification of at-risk birth
cohorts can inform the interpretation of alcohol trends across age, time, and demographic
characteristics such as gender. The present literature review has 2 objectives. First, we
conduct a cross-national review of the literature on birth cohort differences in alcohol
consumption, disorder, and mortality. Second, we determine the consistency of evidence
for birth cohort effects on gender differences. Methods: A search was conducted and key
data on population characteristics, presence and direction of cohort effects, and
interactions with gender compiled. Thirty-one articles were included. Results: Evidence
suggests that younger birth cohorts in North America, especially those born after World
War II, are more likely than older cohorts to engage in heavy episodic drinking and
develop alcohol disorders, but this cohort effect is not found in Australia and western
Europe. Cross-nationally, substantial evidence indicates that women in younger cohorts
are at especially high risk for heavy episodic drinking and alcohol disorders. Discussion:
Younger birth cohorts in North America and Europe are engaging in more episodic and
problem drinking. The gender gap in alcohol problems is narrowing in many countries,
suggesting shifting social norms surrounding gender and alcohol consumption. These
trends suggest that public health efforts to specifically target heavy drinking in women are
necessary. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Educational programs targeted towards youth to prevent HIV transmission
are based on a model that increased knowledge equals reduced risk behaviour. This study
explored HIV knowledge among a cohort of young drug users, and their perceptions of
HIV risk acquisition. Methods: Between September 2005 and August 2009, youth who
used illegal drugs were recruited into a prospective cohort known as the at-risk youth
study (ARYS) in Vancouver, Canada. Participants completed an 18 item HIV Knowledge
Questionnaire (HIV-KQ-18) and responses were scored dichotomously (i.e., >=15
indicating high knowledge and <15 indicating low knowledge). We compared high- and
low-scoring youth using Pearson's chi-square test and logistic regression. We also
examined youths' perceptions of risk for acquiring HIV compared to their peers. Results:
Of 589 youth recruited into ARYS, the mean age was 22 (interquartile range [IQR]:
20-24), 186 (31.6%) were female, and 143 (24.3%) were of Aboriginal ancestry. The
median score on the HIV-KQ- 18 was 15 (IQR: 12-16). Internal reliability was high
(Cronbach's alpha = 0.82). The analyses demonstrated that youth with higher HIV
knowledge were more likely to be older (adjusted odds ratio [AOR] = 1.08, per year older
p = 0.031), completed high school (AOR = 1.42, p = 0.054), and engage in unprotected
intercourse (AOR = 1.73, p = 0.023). The majority of respondents (77.6%) perceived
themselves to be at lower risk for acquiring HIV in comparison to their peers.
Conclusions: HIV knowledge scores of participants were surprisingly low for an urban
Canadian setting as was their HIV risk perception. Higher HIV knowledge was not
associated with reduced sexual risk behaviour. Results demonstrate that education
programs are not reaching or impacting this high-risk population. Given the complex
forces that promote HIV risk behaviour, prevention programs should be fully evaluated
and must recognize the unique characteristics of drug-using youth and factors that drive
risk among this population. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Language:
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Abstract:

Background: Although past research has found impulsivity to be a significant predictor of
mortality, no studies have tested this association in samples of individuals with
alcohol-related problems or examined moderation of this effect via socio-contextual
processes. The current study addressed these issues in a mixed-gender sample of
individuals seeking help for alcohol-related problems. Methods: Using Cox proportional
hazard models, variables measured at baseline and Year 1 of a 16-year prospective study
were used to predict the probability of death from Years 1 to 16 (i.e., 15-year mortality
risk). There were 628 participants at baseline (47.1% women); 515 and 405 participated
in the follow-up assessments at Years 1 and 16, respectively. Among Year 1 participants,
93 individuals were known to have died between Years 1 and 16. Results: After
controlling for age, gender, and marital status, higher impulsivity at baseline was
associated with an increased risk of mortality from Years 1 to 16; however, this
association was accounted for by the severity of alcohol use at baseline. In contrast,
higher impulsivity at Year 1 was associated with an increased risk of mortality from Years
1 to 16, and remained significant when accounting for the severity of alcohol use, as well
as physical health problems, emotional discharge coping, and interpersonal stress and
support at Year 1. In addition, the association between Year 1 impulsivity and 15-year
mortality risk was moderated by interpersonal support at Year 1, such that individuals
high on impulsivity had a lower mortality risk when peer/friend support was high than
when it was low. Conclusions: The findings highlight impulsivity as a robust and
independent predictor of mortality and suggest the need to consider interactions between
personality traits and socio-contextual processes in the prediction of health-related
outcomes for individuals with alcohol use disorders. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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77. Neurocognitive performance, alcohol withdrawal, and effects of a combination of flumazenil and gabapentin in
alcohol dependence.
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Abstract:

Background: Among some alcohol-dependent individuals, early alcohol abstinence is
marked by alcohol withdrawal (AW), a phenomenon mediated by GABA and glutamate
signaling. We previously reported that a combination of 2 medications that affect GABA
and glutamate tone, gabapentin and flumazenil, more effectively reduced drinking among
individuals with higher pretreatment AW (Anton et al., 2009). This study evaluated
whether this finding is related to changes in neurocognitive performance, which is also
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affected by cortical GABA and glutamate tone. Methods: Neurocognitive performance
was assessed at baseline and twice during the first week of treatment among 60
alcohol-dependent participants in the previously published clinical trial. Results: AW was
associated with poorer baseline performance on 4 of 8 measures, and individuals with
higher baseline AW who received the gabapentin and flumazenil combination
demonstrated greater improvement on a measure of response inhibition than those with
lower AW or those who received a combination of placebos. Improvement in response
inhibition during the first week and medication group interacted in their effect on
subsequent drinking, such that improvement predicted greater abstinence only among
individuals who received gabapentin and flumazenil. Improvement on other
neurocognitive measures was neither differentially impacted by medication or baseline
AW nor related to subsequent drinking. Conclusions: Taken together, these data suggest
that acute AW accounts for a small proportion of variance in neurocognitive performance,
that gabapentin and flumazenil slightly improve response inhibition during early
abstinence, and that such improvement may somewhat reduce later drinking. However,
these medications may not affect other neurocognitive domains. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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HOLDER: Research Society on Alcoholism; YEAR: 2011
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Abstract:

Background: Previous linkage studies, including a study of the Native American
population described in the present report, have provided evidence for linkage of alcohol
dependence and related traits to chromosome 4q near a cluster of alcohol dehydrogenase
(ADH) genes, which encode enzymes of alcohol metabolism. Methods: The present study
tested for associations between alcohol dependence and related traits and 22
single-nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) spanning the 7 ADH genes. Participants
included 586 adult men and women recruited from 8 contiguous Native American
reservations. A structured interview was used to assess DSM-III-R alcohol dependence
criteria as well as a set of severe alcohol misuse symptoms and alcohol withdrawal
symptoms. Results: No evidence for association with the alcohol dependence diagnosis
was observed, but an SNP in exon 9 of ADH1B (rs2066702; ADH1B*3) and an SNP at
the 5' end of ADH4 (rs3762894) showed significant evidence of association with the
presence of withdrawal symptoms (p = 0.0018 and 0.0012, respectively). Further, a
haplotype analysis of these 2 SNPs suggested that the haplotypes containing either of the
minor alleles were protective against alcohol withdrawal relative to the ancestral
haplotype (p = 0.000006). Conclusions: These results suggest that variants in the ADH1B
and ADH4 genes may be protective against the development of some symptoms
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associated with alcohol dependence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all
rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Diagnosing alcohol dependence is based on clinical signs and on the
measured levels of biological markers of alcohol consumption. However, these markers
are neither sufficiently sensitive and nor specific enough to definitively determine alcohol
dependence. The neuroadaptive changes associated with alcohol dependence involve
markers such as brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF), which regulate neuronal
plasticity. Serum levels of BDNF have been reported to decrease during alcohol
dependence and may be restored to normal soon after alcohol is withdrawn. However, the
long-term relationship between serum BDNF levels and abstinence status is unknown.
Methods: We investigated serum BDNF levels in 101 abstinent and relapsing
alcohol-dependent subjects at the moment of hospitalization for alcohol withdrawal (M0)
and 6 months later (M6) and compared them to the serum BDNF levels of 41
nondependent subjects. The BDNF levels of the alcohol-dependent subjects were
compared to their serum gamma glutamyl transferase (GGT) levels, mean corpuscular
volume (MCV) values, and their score on the Beck Depression Inventory (BDI)
questionnaire. Results: Forty-four percent of the alcohol-dependent participants remained
abstinent during the 6 months following alcohol detoxification. Serum BDNF levels of
the abstinent group at M6 were significantly higher than those of the original group of
alcohol-dependent subjects at M0 (p = 0.034). Only the abstinent group had higher BDNF
levels than the control group (p < 0.001). Serum BDNF levels increased to a greater
extent in the abstinent group than in the nonabstinent group (p = 0.016). No correlations
were found between serum BDNF levels and GGT level, MCV value, or BDI score.
Conclusions: Our data confirm that serum BDNF levels do not correlate with either
chronic alcohol consumption or peripheral toxicity but may be linked to neuronal aspects
of alcohol consumption and dependence. The increased serum levels of BDNF may
reflect the concomitant activation of BDNF synthesis that accompanies the neuronal
remodeling triggered by alcohol withdrawal and suggests that BDNF synthesis may have
a role in the long-term maintenance of abstinence. Monitoring the serum BDNF levels of
alcoholics undergoing treatment could help to characterize alcohol dependence profiles
and predict relapse. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: S-adenosyl-L-methionine (SAM) is the methyl donor for all methylation
reactions and regulates the synthesis of glutathione, the main cellular antioxidant.
Previous experimental studies suggested that SAM may benefit patients with established
alcoholic liver diseases (ALDs). The aim of this study was to determine the efficacy of
SAM in treatment for ALD in a 24-week trial. The primary endpoints were changes in
serum aminotransferase levels and liver histopathology scores, and the secondary
endpoints were changes in serum levels of methionine metabolites. Methods: We
randomized 37 patients with ALD to receive 1.2 g of SAM by mouth or placebo daily.
Subjects were required to remain abstinent from alcohol drinking. A baseline liver biopsy
was performed in 24 subjects, and a posttreatment liver biopsy was performed in 14
subjects. Results: Fasting serum SAM levels were increased over timed intervals in the
SAM treatment group. The entire cohort showed an overall improvement of AST, ALT,
and bilirubin levels after 24 weeks of treatment, but there were no differences between the
treatment groups in any clinical or biochemical parameters nor any intra- or intergroup
differences or changes in liver histopathology scores for steatosis, inflammation, fibrosis,
and Mallory-Denk hyaline bodies. Conclusions: Whereas abstinence improved liver
function, 24 weeks of therapy with SAM was no more effective than placebo in the
treatment for ALD. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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81. Persistent escalation of alcohol drinking in C57BL/6J mice with intermittent access to 20% ethanol.
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Abstract:

Background: Intermittent access (IA) to drugs of abuse, as opposed to continuous access,
is hypothesized to induce a kindling-type transition from moderate to escalated use,
leading to dependence. Intermittent 24-hour cycles of ethanol access and deprivation can
generate high levels of voluntary ethanol drinking in rats. Methods: The current study
uses C57BL/6J mice (B6) in an IA to 20% ethanol protocol to escalate ethanol drinking
levels. Adult male and female B6 mice were given IA to 20% ethanol on alternating days
of the week with water available ad libitum. Ethanol consumption during the initial 2
hours of access was compared with a short-term, limited access "binge" drinking
procedure, similar to drinking-in-the-dark (DID). B6 mice were also assessed for ethanol
dependence with handling-induced convulsion, a reliable measure of withdrawal severity.
Results: After 3 weeks, male mice given IA to ethanol achieved high stable levels of
ethanol drinking in excess of 20 g/kg/24 h, reaching above 100 mg/dl blood ethanol
concentrations, and showed a significantly higher ethanol preference than mice given
continuous access to ethanol. Also, mice given IA drank about twice as much as DID
mice in the initial 2-hour access period. B6 mice that underwent the IA protocol for
longer periods of time displayed more severe signs of alcohol withdrawal. Additionally,
female B6 mice were given IA to ethanol and drank significantly more than males (ca. 30
g/kg/24 h). Discussion: The IA method in B6 mice is advantageous because it induces
escalated, voluntary, and preferential per os ethanol intake, behavior that may mimic a
cardinal feature of human alcohol dependence, though the exact nature and site of ethanol
acting in the brain and blood as a result of IA has yet to be determined. (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: MicroRNAs (miRNAs) are small, noncoding oligonucleotides with an
important role in posttranscriptional regulation of gene expression at the level of
translation and mRNA degradation. Recent studies have revealed that miRNAs play
important roles in a variety of biological processes, such as cell proliferation, neuronal
differentiation, developmental timing, synapse function, and neurogenesis. A single
miRNA can target hundreds of mRNA transcripts for either translation repression or
degradation, but the function of many human miRNAs is not known. Methods: miRNA
array analysis was performed on the prefrontal cortex of 27 individual human cases (14
alcoholics and 13 matched controls). Target genes for differentially expressed miRNAs
were predicted using multiple target prediction algorithms and a consensus approach, and
predicted targets were matched against differentially expressed mRNAs from the same
samples. Over- and under-representation analysis was performed using hypergeometric
probability and z-score tests. Results: Approximately 35 miRNAs were significantly
up-regulated in the alcoholic group compared with controls. Target prediction showed a
large degree of overlap with our published cDNA microarray data. Functional
classification of the predicted target genes of the regulated miRNAs includes apoptosis,
cell cycle, cell adhesion, nervous system development, and cell-cell signaling.
Conclusions: These data suggest that the reduced expression of genes in human alcoholic
cases may be because of the up-regulated miRNAs. Cellular processes fundamental to
neuronal plasticity appear to represent major targets of the suggested miRNA regulation.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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83. Gender differences in the effects of ADH1B and ALDH2 polymorphisms on alcoholism.

Citation:

Alcoholism: Clinical and Experimental Research, November 2011, vol./is.
35/11(1923-1927), 0145-6008;1530-0277 (Nov 2011)

Author(s):

Kimura, Mitsuru; Miyakawa, Tomohiro; Matsushita, Sachio; So, Mirai; Higuchi, Susumu

Correspondence Address:

Kimura, Mitsuru: National Hospital Organization, Kurihama Alcoholism Center, 5-3-1
Nobi, Yokosuka, Kanagawa, Japan, 2390841, kimura.mitsuru@gmail.com

Institution:

Kimura, Mitsuru: National Hospital Organization, Kurihama Alcoholism Center,
Kanagawa, Japan

Language:

English

Abstract:

Background: Gender differences are known to exist in the prevalence, characteristics, and
course of alcohol dependence. Elucidating gender differences in the characteristics of
alcohol dependence is important in gender-based medicine and may improve treatment
outcomes. Many studies have shown that genetic factors are associated with the risk of
alcohol dependence in both genders. Polymorphisms of alcohol dehydrogenase-1B
(ADH1B) and aldehyde dehydrogenase-2 (ALDH2) are strong genetic determinants of
alcohol dependence. This study aimed to clarify gender differences in the effects of
ADH1B and ALDH2 polymorphism on the development of alcohol dependence.
Methods: Subjects were 200 female alcoholics and 415 male alcoholics hospitalized in
Kurihama Alcoholism Center. Clinical information and background data were obtained by
chart review. ALDH2 and ADH1B genotyping was performed by the polymerase chain
reaction-restriction fragment length polymorphism method. Results: The onset age of
female alcoholics with inactive ALDH2 genotype was significantly lower than those with
active ALDH2 genotype, but the onset age did not differ between the inactive and active
ALDH2 group in male alcoholics. The difference in onset age between the ADH1B
genotype groups did not reach significant levels. The prevalence of comorbid psychiatric
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disorders, including major depression, eating disorder, panic disorder, and borderline
personality disorder, was significantly higher in female alcoholics with inactive ALDH2
or superactive ADH1B than in those with active ALDH2 or normal ADH1B.
Conclusions: ALDH2 polymorphism appears to have contrasting effects on the
development of alcoholism in women and men. One possible reason for this gender
difference may be the high prevalence of psychiatric comorbidities in female alcoholics
with inactive ALDH2. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Our previous studies showed that ethanol enhanced the activity of adenylyl
cyclase (AC) in an isoform-specific manner and that alcohol cutoff point of AC was
isoform specific. Recently, we showed that 2,3-butanediol inhibited AC type 7 (AC7)
activity in a stereoisomer-specific manner and that this inhibition was also AC isoform
specific. These observations strongly suggest that a major target of alcohol action on
cAMP signaling is AC. We hypothesized that alcohols exhibit their effect on AC activity
by direct interaction with AC proteins. However, experimental systems employed in past
studies such as intact cells and membrane preparations are too complex and do not allow
us to unequivocally test this hypothesis. In attempt to bypass, these complications of the
membrane-bound AC, we decided to study the effect of alcohols on AC recombinant
proteins expressed in bacteria. Methods: A recombinant AC, designated as AC7sol,
consisting of the C1a and C2 domains of the human AC7 was designed and expressed in
bacteria. The activity of AC7sol was examined using lysate prepared from bacteria
expressing AC7sol. Results: The activity of AC7sol was stimulated by manganese or by
the alpha subunit of G protein that stimulates AC (Gsalpha ). Forskolin by itself did not
stimulate the activity of AC7sol. However, in the presence of activated Gsalpha ,
forskolin stimulated the activity of AC7sol. A series of n-alkanols including ethanol
enhanced the manganese-stimulated activity of AC7sol. The alcohol cutoff point of
AC7sol was pentanol. Ethanol and butanol increased Vmax and KM values of AC7sol.
Conclusions: These results are consistent with our hypothesis and suggest that the
enhancing effect of alcohols on AC activity is because of the increase in turnover number
of AC. The current study demonstrates for the first time that the effect of alcohols
requires only the C1a and C2 domains of AC and no other domains of AC as well as no
other mammalian proteins. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Naltrexone (NTX) is an opioid antagonist indicated for the treatment of
alcoholism, which is not universally effective. Thus, identifying individual predictors of
NTX's behavioral effects is critical to optimizing its therapeutic use. Moreover, given the
high rate of relapse during treatment for alcoholism, understanding NTX's behavioral
effects when combined with moderate ethanol intake is important. Our previous study of
abstinent alcoholics and control subjects showed that a more internal Locus of Control
score predicted increased impulsive choice on NTX (Mitchell et al., 2007,
Neuropsychopharmacology 32:439-449). Here, we tested whether this predictive
relationship remains in the context of moderate alcohol intake. Methods: In this study, we
tested the effect of acute NTX (50 mg) on impulsive choice, motor inhibition, and
attentional bias after ingestion of moderate ethanol (similar to 0.3 g/kg, n = 30 subjects).
Subjects included those recruited from a pool of similar to 1,200 UC Berkeley
undergraduates on the basis of scores on the Barratt Impulsiveness Scale (BIS). Results:
Impulsive choice was positively correlated with breath alcohol concentration in placebo
sessions. Locus of Control was again the sole predictor of NTX's effect on decision
making among subjects with a family history of alcoholism. We also found a weak
interaction between BIS scores and NTX's effect on impulsive choice. Conclusions: Our
results reinforce the predictive relationship between Locus of Control and NTX's effect
on decision making in those with a family history of alcoholism, suggesting a possible
biological basis to this relationship. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Reports on cases of alleged drug-facilitated sexual assault (DFSA) have increased since
the mid-1990s. The aim of this study was to identify the extent and types of drugs found
in cases of alleged sexual assault (DFSA) in the Netherlands. In total, 135 cases of alleged
DFSA were identified. Most of the victims were women (94%), and the mean age of the
victims was 25 years. Blood and urine samples were tested for the presence of alcohol,
drugs (drugs of abuse and prescription drugs), or both. In 27% of the cases, no alcohol
and / or drugs were found. With increasing time delay, more cases were found to be
negative. Alcohol is the most commonly found drug followed by nonopiate analgesics,
illicit drugs, and benzodiazepines. In some cases, the absence of alcohol and drugs may
represent false-negative results owing to the time delay between alleged sexual assault
and sampling. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: This study presents an opportunistic examination of the theoretical tenets
outlined in the Sport Drug Control Model using questionnaire items from a survey of 643
elite Australian athletes. Design and method: Items in the questionnaire that related to the
concepts in the model were identified and structural equation modelling was employed to
test the hypothesised model. Results: Morality (cheating), benefit appraisal
(performance), and threat appraisal (enforcement) evidenced the strongest relationships
with attitude to doping, which in turn was positively associated with doping susceptibility.
Self-esteem, perceptions of legitimacy and reference group opinions showed small
non-significant associations with attitude to doping. The hypothesised model accounted
for 30% and 11% of the variance in attitudes to doping and doping susceptibility,
respectively. Conclusion: These present findings provide support for the model even
though the questionnaire items were not constructed to specifically measure concepts
contained in it. Thus, the model appears useful for understanding influences on doping.
Nevertheless, there is a need to further explore individual and social factors that may
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influence athletes' use of performance enhancing drugs. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
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Abstract:

In the US, Mexican immigrant women often have better health outcomes than
non-Hispanic white women despite a greater health risk profile. This cross-sectional pilot
study compared women living in Chavinda, Michoacan (n = 102) to women who had
migrated from Mexico to Madera, California (n = 93). The interview gathered
information on acculturation and risk behaviors including smoking, alcohol use and
number of sexual partners. The results suggest that more acculturated women living in the
US are more likely to consume alcohol. US residence and higher acculturation level was
marginally associated with having more than one sexual partner. There were no
differences between odds of smoking among Chavinda and Madera women. While results
with acculturation are not consistently significant due to small sample sizes, the results
are suggestive that acculturation among immigrant Hispanic women in the US may be
associated with adverse health behaviors, and selective migration seems less likely to
account for these differences. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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89. Activity of secretory sphingomyelinase is increased in plasma of alcohol-dependent patients.
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Abstract:

Background: Acid sphingomyelinase (ASM, EC 3.1.4.12) hydrolyzes sphingomyelin to
ceramide and represents a major regulator of sphingolipid metabolism. Increased activity
of ASM has been observed in a variety of human diseases, and a critical contribution of
ASM to medical conditions was demonstrated in several mouse models. In agreement
with increased ASM activity in cell lines treated with ethanol, we have recently found
higher levels of ASM activity in peripheral blood cells of active drinkers. However, the
influence of ethanol on secretory ASM (S-ASM) has not been investigated so far.
Methods: ASM activity and routine blood parameters were determined in plasma samples
of 27 patients with alcohol dependence during physical withdrawal and compared to a
group of 36 healthy volunteers. Results: Compared to the control group, patients with
alcohol dependence had S-ASM activity increased by about 3-fold (141 +or- 69 vs. 428
+or- 220 pmol/ml/h; p < 0.001) at the beginning of physical withdrawal. During
withdrawal, S-ASM activity decreased by about 50% (p < 0.001; day 0 vs. day 7 to 10)
and finally approximated nearly normal values. On the day of admission, S-ASM activity
correlated positively with levels of carbohydrate-deficient transferrin (r = 0.410, p =
0.034) and high-density lipoprotein cholesterol (r = 0.440, p = 0.022) and inversely with
body mass index (r = -0.509; p = 0.007), glucose (r = -0.480; p = 0.011), triglycerides (r =
-0.592; p = 0.001), and large unstained cells (r = -0.526; p = 0.017). Conclusions: Activity
of S-ASM is increased in alcohol-dependent patients and correlates with established
biomarkers of excessive drinking. The increased S-ASM activity is implicated in
alcohol-induced lipid alterations and might be relevant for the occurrence of
alcohol-related disorders. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
(journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Because some literature reviews have suggested that naltrexone's benefit
may be limited to less-severe alcohol dependence, and exclusively to reduction in heavy
drinking rather than abstinence, we examined the efficacy of once per month, injectable
extended-release naltrexone (XR-NTX 380 mg) in patients with relatively higher severity
alcohol dependence. Methods: Post hoc analyses examined data from a multicenter,
placebo-controlled, 24-week randomized trial of XR-NTX for alcohol dependence (N =
624). We analyzed treatment effects in alcohol-dependent patients who had higher
baseline severity, as measured by: (i) the Alcohol Dependence Scale (ADS) or (ii) having
been medically detoxified in the week before randomization. Efficacy was also examined
via the relationship between pretreatment severity indices and reporting at least 4 days of
lead-in abstinence prior to treatment--a major predictor of good outcome in the original
study. Results: Higher severity alcohol-dependent patients, defined by the ADS, when
receiving XR-NTX 380 mg (n = 50) compared with placebo (n = 47), had significantly
fewer heavy-drinking days in-trial (hazard ratio = 0.583; p = 0.0049) and showed an
average reduction of 37.3% in heavy-drinking days compared with 27.4% for
placebo-treated patients (p = 0.039). Among those who had a detoxification just prior to
randomization, these reductions were 48.9% (XR-NTX 380 mg; n = 11) and 30.9%
(placebo; n = 15) (p = 0.004). Subjects with at least 4 days of pre-treatment abstinence (n
= 82) versus those without (n = 542) had significantly higher pretreatment ADS scores (p
= 0.002) and were more likely to require detoxification prior to randomization (p <
0.001). Patients with lead-in abstinence experienced significantly better maintenance of
initial and 6-month abstinence. Conclusions: These secondary analyses support the
efficacy of XR-NTX 380 mg in relatively higher severity alcohol dependence for both
reduction in heavy drinking and maintenance of abstinence, with implications for the role
of adherence pharmacotherapy. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Imaging techniques have been in widespread use in the scientific
community for more than 3 decades. They facilitate noninvasive, in vivo studies of the
human brain in both healthy and diseased persons. These brain-imaging techniques have
contributed significantly to our understanding of the effects of alcohol abuse and
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dependence on structural and functional changes in the human brain. A systematic review
summarizing these contributions has not previously been conducted, and this is the goal
of the current paper. Methods: The databases PubMed, PsycINFO, and PSYNDEX were
searched using central key words. Fulfilling the inclusion criteria were 140 functional and
structural imaging studies, together comprising data from more than 7,000 patients and
controls. The structural imaging techniques we considered were cranial computerized
tomography and various magnetic resonance imaging-based techniques, including
voxel-based morphometry, deformation-based morphometry, diffusion tensor magnetic
resonance imaging, and diffusion-weighted magnetic resonance imaging. The functional
methods considered were magnetic resonance spectroscopy, positron emission
tomography, single photon emission computed tomography, and functional magnetic
resonance imaging. Results: Results from studies using structural imaging techniques
have revealed that chronic alcohol use is accompanied by volume reductions of gray and
white matter, as well as microstructural disruption of various white matter tracts. These
changes are partially reversible following abstinence. Results from functional imaging
methods have revealed metabolic changes in the brain, lower glucose metabolism, and
disruptions of the balance of neurotransmitter systems. Additionally, functional imaging
methods have revealed increased brain activity in the mesocorticolimbic system in
response to alcohol-themed pictures relative to nondrug-associated stimuli, which might
be of predictive value with regard to relapse. Conclusions: There has been tremendous
progress in the development of imaging technologies. Use of these technologies has
clearly demonstrated the structural and functional brain abnormalities that can occur with
chronic alcohol use. The study of the alcoholic brain provides an heuristic model which
furthers our understanding of neurodegenerative changes in general, as well as their
partial reversibility with sustained abstinence. Additionally, functional imaging is poised
to become an important tool for generating predictions about individual brain functioning,
which can then be used as a basis for personalized medicine. (PsycINFO Database Record
(c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Alcohol use disorders (AUD) involving hazardous, harmful, and addictive
misuse of alcohol are widespread in most parts of the world. The aim of this study was to
review the effect of disulfiram in the treatment of patients with AUD. The effect of
disulfiram was evaluated according to the primary outcome of an intake of alcohol below
30 and 20 g/d for men and women, respectively, as well as secondary outcomes such as
days until relapse, alcohol intake, and numbers of drinking days. Methods: A systematic
review of the literature was conducted using MEDLINE, EMBASE, and Cochrane
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Central Register of Controlled Trials (CENTRAL). Results: Eleven randomized
controlled trials were included with a total of 1,527 patients. They compared disulfiram
treatment with placebo, none or other abstinence-supportive treatments. Overall, 6 studies
reported of a significant better effect on abstinence for patients treated with disulfiram.
Six of 9 studies measuring secondary outcomes reported that patients treated with
disulfiram had significantly more days until relapse and fewer drinking days, respectively.
The quality of the included studies was moderate. Heterogeneity was significant in most
of the meta-analyses, but valid results were found regarding the effect of disulfiram
versus placebo over 12 months and unsupervised disulfiram versus other or no treatment.
The vast majority of significant studies were of shorter duration, while only 3 studies of
12 months were significant regarding more days until relapse and/or reduction in drinking
days. Conclusions: Supervised treatment with disulfiram has some effect on short-term
abstinence and days until relapse as well as number of drinking days when compared with
placebo, none, or other treatments for patients with alcohol dependency or abuse.
Long-term effect on abstinence has not been evaluated yet. However, there is a need for
more homogeneous and high-quality studies in the future regarding the efficacy of
disulfiram. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal
abstract)
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Abstract:

Background: Different regions of the striatum may have distinct roles in acute
intoxication, alcohol seeking, dependence, and withdrawal. Methods: The recent advances
are reviewed and discussed in our understanding of the role of the dorsolateral striatum
(DLS), dorsomedial striatum (DMS), and ventral striatum in behavioral responses to
alcohol, including alcohol craving in abstinent alcoholics, and alcohol consumption and
withdrawal in rat, mouse, and nonhuman primate models. Results: Reduced neuronal
activity as well as dysfunctional connectivity between the ventral striatum and the
dorsolateral prefrontal cortex is associated with alcohol craving and impairment of new
learning processes in abstinent alcoholics. Within the DLS of mice and nonhuman
primates withdrawn from alcohol after chronic exposure, glutamatergic transmission in
striatal projection neurons is increased, while GABAergic transmission is decreased.
Glutamatergic transmission in DMS projection neurons is also increased in ethanol
withdrawn rats. Ex vivo or in vivo ethanol exposure and withdrawal causes a long-lasting
increase in NR2B subunit-containing NMDA receptor activity in the DMS, contributing
to ethanol drinking. Analyses of neuronal activation associated with alcohol withdrawal
and site-directed lesions in mice implicate the rostroventral caudate putamen, a
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ventrolateral segment of the DMS, in genetically determined differences in risk for
alcohol withdrawal involved in physical association of the multi-PDZ domain protein,
MPDZ, with 5-HT2C receptors and/or NR2B. Conclusions: Alterations of dopaminergic,
glutamatergic, and GABAergic signaling within different regions of the striatum by
alcohol is critical for alcohol craving, consumption, dependence, and withdrawal in
humans and animal models. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) Although drug taking is a universal phenomenon, it manifests a wide
range of culturally learned patterns that dramatically affect drug reactions, including
addiction (Blatter, 1990; Schivelbusch, 2002; Volger & von Welck, 1982). These cultural
set and setting factors partly determine drug experiences, including alterations of
consciousness and addictions. Although basic biological mechanisms involved in
addictions are illustrated in the many animals that can share our drug preferences and
dependencies (McGovern, 2009; McKim, 1991; Siegel, 1979, 1989), reactions to drugs
are nonetheless variable. Some, but never all of the people who try a drug, develop a
habit, resisting or adopting occasional consumption patterns, but because of compelling
biological effects most users tend to take more than one kind of drug (e.g., coffee and
alcohol, betel and tobacco), and many do so daily. Users are generally aware of the risks
from the drugs they are taking, but for some the risks do not deter the addictive impulses.
For example, the recognized horrors of the addictive experience are ignored by the user in
the repeated search for the noted pleasurable effects associated with the high of a cocaine
rush. To the outsider, the drug-intoxicated users do not always seem to be in pleasurable
states. People who try drugs often first get dizzy or sick, some even vomit. Users have to
learn to like their intoxicated states of consciousness (Becker, 1963). Some writers have
described the addict's dramatic indifference toward everything but his or her favorite drug
and refer to the paradox of addiction: Intoxication is not an euphoric or pleasurable state
anymore (Diekhoff, 1982; Plant 1999). Consequently, some cultivate highly
polytoxicomanic daily consumption patterns of stimulants to work and depressants to
relax, a typical feature of modern societies. Consumption of drugs and their effects on
consciousness are at the core of one of the most serious problems of modern societies,
that of addictions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract:

Objective: Prior research has consistently documented a strong association between
generalized anxiety disorder (GAD) and substance use disorder (SUD). Comorbidity of
GAD and SUD (GAD-SUD) represents clinical challenges, as the patients' symptoms are
often more severe and are frequently prolonged, making their management more complex
when compared with individuals with GAD only. The purpose of this study was to
examine whether individuals with GAD-SUD differ meaningfully from individuals with
GAD and no SUD comorbidity (GAD-NSUD) in terms of demographic characteristics,
risk factors, psychiatric comorbidity, and clinical correlates. Method: Data were derived
from the 2001-2002 National Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions
(N = 43,093). Diagnoses were made using the Alcohol Use Disorder and Associated
Disabilities Interview Schedule-DSM-IV Version. Results: We found that the lifetime
prevalence rate of GAD-SUD is about 2.04%, while that of GAD-NSUD is 2.10%.
Individuals with GAD-SUD showed higher psychiatric comorbidity rates than those with
GAD-NSUD. Treatment-seeking rates for GAD are equally low in individuals with
GAD-SUD and GAD-NSUD. Both groups were as likely to receive pharmacologic
treatment for anxiety. Conclusions: The findings of our study indicate that individuals
with GAD-SUD constitute half of the lifetime prevalence of GAD and that GAD-SUD is
associated with high overall vulnerability for additional psychopathology, particularly in
the externalizing spectrum; higher disability; and higher use of alcohol and drugs to
relieve anxiety symptoms. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights
reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

Objective: To examine the relationship between household income and psychological
distress, suicidal ideation and attempts, and mood, anxiety, and substance use disorders.
Method: Data came from the Collaborative Psychiatric Epidemiology Surveys, a
collection of 3 nationally representative surveys of American adults conducted between
2001 and 2003. Psychological distress, suicidal ideation, suicide attempts, and mood,
anxiety, and substance use disorders were examined in relation to household income after
adjusting for sex, marital status, race, age, and employment status. Results: Analyses
revealed an inverse association between income and psychological distress as measured
by the Kessler Psychological Distress Scale, with those in the lowest income quartile
demonstrating significantly more distress than any of the remaining 3 income quartiles (P
< .05). Subsequent analysis of DSM-IV-diagnosed psychological disorders revealed a
similar pattern of results, which were particularly strong for substance use disorders
(adjusted odds ratio [AOR] = 1.74; 95% CI, 1.39-2.18), suicidal ideation (AOR = 1.77;
95% CI, 1.46-2.13), and suicide attempts (AOR = 2.15; 95% CI, 1.55-2.98). The
association between income and mood and anxiety disorders was less consistent, and the
relationship between income and suicidal ideation differed among the 5 race categories
(non-Hispanic white, Hispanic, Asian American, black, and other). Non-Hispanic white
persons showed a strong, negative relationship between income and suicidal ideation
(AOR = 2.15; 95% CI, 1.66-2.80), while the association was considerably weaker or
nonexistent for the other races. Conclusions: Although conclusions cannot be drawn
concerning causation, the strength of associations between income, suicidal ideation,
suicide attempts, and substance abuse points to the need for secondary prevention
strategies among low-income, high-risk populations. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2012 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract:

(from the chapter) In the first place, Christ was absolutely innocent: we do not find a
single vice to which he was addicted, either from the accounts of his own followers, or as
charged upon him by his enemies: we hear nothing like what is told of Mahomet, of his
wives and concubines; nothing of his falling, like Socrates and Plato, into the fashionable
vices of his country.-- In the next place, his whole life, that part of it at least which we are
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acquainted with, was employed in doing good, in substantial acts of kindness and
compassion to all those who fell in his way, i.e. in solid virtue. (PsycINFO Database
Record (c) 2012 APA, all rights reserved)
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